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CITY DAMES 


Although the producers admit a 
ew oldtimers’ names are irreplace- 


ble as box office attractions, it is 
stressed that new blood must be 
built up into star material. 

Some of the companies, recog- 
nizing this demand for new talent 
d youth are attempting to lift 
ndiscovered artists up to featured 
ultimate star rating. In doing 
this it is borne in mind that the 
1g attractions of today, whether 
eldtimers or not, will have to be 
eventually replacec by built-up 
timber. 

‘Both Paramount and UA, tied in 
closely with each other, are pick- 
ing young talent from all ranks as 
potential stars. 
Paramount 


has taken Frances 
Dee, extra, for the role opposite 
aurice Chevalier in “The Little 
afe’ as one. Others placed under 
contract are Margaret Breen, who 
bits in musicals for 
Up” (Rogers); Marcia 
extra; Rosita Moreno, 
rom vaude; B. H. Rogers, Buddy’s 
other, and Marion Schilling, from 
egit, all unknowns. 

UA is raising Una Merkel, Ches- 
er Morris and Constance Bennett 
© star rating. Other companies 
re declared scanring all new and 
outhful talent for starring possi- 
bilities, if not as featured players. 
Columbia is telling everyone that 
inybody young, good looking, able 
’® sing, dance or speak lines, has 
ichance with that company. It is 
lefinitely committed to plenty of 
‘young blood,” according to an ex- 
teutive, figuring the public wants 
the new faces now more than ever. 


SINGLE BEDROOM CAR 
ON TWO RAILROADS 


Chicago, July 1. 

Car of single bedrooms is now 
eing featured on the N. Y. C’s 
Twentieth Century, and the Grand 
runk running to Toronto. 

Two roads are first in the field 
with the European idea of an all- 
bed car. 

N. Y. C. makes a charge of 
regular Pullman lower berth, plus 
an additional half fare of the dis- 
tance traveled for use of the room. 


Stock or Miniature Golf? 
Murphy Decides on Latter 


Hollywood, July 1. 
Mystery of what Horace Murphy 
a7 do with the coin received in 
ne his interest last spring in 
perphy’s Comedians, tabernacle 
®ck out of Phoenix, Ariz., was 
lved by his discovery on a new 
SPot on Western avenue, 
motored all over southern 
ornia looking for a likely stand 
8r dramatic stock and finally came 
Saag to Hollywood and put his 
. hey in a miniature golf course 
, are okay, he says, but the 
» is too confining. 


‘ 
'TOSSes 
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Young Blood, New Faces and Talent 
Must Be Built Up for Future 


? 


A Prince’s Request 


London, June 20. 

The Prince of Wales came 
to the Kit Cat accompanied by 
Lady Furness, and asked that 
the show be stopped as he 
wanted to dance for a little 
while, and then leave. 

With Ted Lewis’ band in at- 
tendance, the Prince stayed till 
3, although the usual time for 
closing is 2. 


IST SHOW BOAT SEEN 
ON NORTHEAST WATERS 


St. John, N. B., July 1. 

The first show boat to ever make 
its appearance in the northeast is 
now on the water. It is operated 
by Hanlon & Kelley. 

On the top deck the floor is de- 
voted to public dancing, with re- 
freshment tables up and down the 
sides. On the lower deck is a night 
club, with 50 private booths and 
dance floor in the middle. Three 
vaudeville acts appear between the 
the dance periods. 

The intention is to tow the show 
boat, an old schooner, among the 
sea and river ports of Maine, New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia until 
October, if business warrants. 

The tickets are priced at 75 cents 
for women and $1.25 for men. Stops 
range from one day to 10 days. 
Sometimes the show boat docks at 
a wharf. At other places, she rides 
at anchor, about 100 yards off a 
wharf, motorboats being used to 
carry customers back and forth. 


“Lucky Boys” Declare In 
On Midget Golf Courses 


Chicago, July 1. 

Racketeers have turned the pee- 
wee golf courses, of which there are 
at present about 60 in town, into 
games of their own. They are re- 
ported as cleaning plenty. 

Nearly every local course now has 
an idle guy standing about. He'll 
bet you can’t make certain holes. 
These boys have studied the baby 
courses and know the odds. 

tolf bugs, who shot short on the 
big greens, are going strong for 
these “lucky” boys who in the gold 
coast district will bet a century as 
easily as a sawbuck further uptown. 


Luna’s in Cut Rates 


Luna Park combination tickets 
are on sale at Leblang’s cut rate 
office for the first time. 

They are sold for 65 cents, one- 
half the price called for at the 
Coney Island ticket windows 

Luna’s cut rate combos g0 
week days only. 


for 


Fairyland for Gigolos— 
Near-Divorcees Always on 
Make—Any Man _ with 
Clean Face and Fast Talk 
Stands Aces — Gambling 
Sideline—Wet and How 


OVERBOARD ON 5S. A. 


By George McCall 


Reno, Nev., July 1. 

Reno, a fairyland for gigolos. 

Country’s widest open town. 

Main industry, divorce racket. 

Gambling as a side line. 

Popular sport—panning the old 
man, 

Sex Appeal always on hand. 

And always changing. 

For this is a city of transients. 

Transients nearly ali women. 

Few men. 

Other than natives, who don’t 
count. 

Here’s where the woman pays. 

And plenty. 

Where the femme divorce seekers 
hate one another. 

And trying to make boy friends. 

And knowing how to chisel. 

(Continued on page 34) 


SAUCER LIPS 
STRIKE FOR 
RUBBER BOOTS 


Buffalo, July 1. 
Officials of the Ringling-Barnum 
circus were recovering here from 
the effects of a temperament strike 
by the big-lipped Ubangis. 


The rice and raw fish eating 
prima donnas of the troupe refused 
to get out of bed in time for the 
afternoon performance unless each 
received a pair of rubber boots, 
such as they had seen the Negro 
razorbacks wear during the rainy 
spell in Pennsylvania the preceed- 
ing week. The boots were finally 
procured with a stipulation they 
were to be shined twice a week. 

The Wallandes were back in the 
show here, following a fall off the 
wire while in Wilkes Barre. Quick 
action on the part of the attendants 
averted a serious mishap, all three 
of the Wallandes who lost their 
balance being caught before they 
reached the floor of the ring. 

The act now is using a net held 
by a score of attendants similar to 


that employed by the fire depart- 
ments to catch jumpers’ from 
windows. 


Midget Golf-Fad 


Show people have the im- 
presgion the miniature golf 
wate of the present. will be 
a short-lived fad, 

A few instances have arisen 
to support that opinion. In one 
town, among the first to take 
up the midget golf thing, of 
the several miniature courses 
immediately thereafter opened, 
only the original is left. 


$4 TOP FOR NEWPORT'S 
SOCIAL SUMMER REP. 


Newport, R. L., July 1. 
Newport Casino theatre opens its 


4th season July 8, with a change of 
bill each Tuesday for eight weeks. 
Thursday matinees. Curtain for 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
nights at 9, and on Friday and 
Saturday nights, the “popular” eve- 
nings, at 8:15. 

Evening prices, $4, $3, $2 and $1.50, 
for the orchestra. There is no bal- 
cony, only a row of boxes, all of 
which are taken by subscribers. 

Complete cast Alice Brady, Fran- 
cine lLarrimore, Chrystal Herne, 
Eugene Leontovich, Henry Hull, A. 
E. Matthews, Mervyn Douglas, 
Charles Trowbridge, Ernest Coas- 
sart, Katherine Emmet, Roberta 
Beatty, Sanchia Robertson, Frederic 
Worlock, Ethel Griffies, France 
Bendtsen, Hcepe Carey, Gerald Cor- 
nell, Ludmilla Toretska, Edward 
Cooper, Oswald Marshall, Harold 
Webster, Helen Kingstead, Edward 
Forbes, Carol Perrin, Mary Howard, 
Elizabeth Harrower, Martha Milli- 
ken, Powel Dawley. 


Fight Film Goes Bust 
Before Berlin House: 


Dialog Dubbed Wrong 


3erlin, July 1. 
public whistled and 
joshed at the picture version of 
the Max Schmeling-Jack Sharkey 
title fight done in talker form, with 
a German lecturer describing the 
fight as it progressed. 

Lecture was dubbed upon the 
picture. That the ring action didn’t 
follow the spoken word created the 
impression among the fans that the 
whole business was faked. 


The Berlin 


SWELL NAMES! 


Budapest, July 1. 
World Anti-Prohibition League 
now in convention. of 
names like Moet Chandon, Coin- 
treau and Cliquot are here in the 
flesh to discuss the plans of the 
great crusade against abstinence. 


NIVOACE RACKET West Coast Radio Fans World's 
Easiest Chumps 


for Rackets 


Los Angeles, July 1. 
Although wise to most of the 
rackets worked in this very unusual 
burg, locals still continue to bite at 
radio promotions. 


Local radio stations and com- 
mercial broadcasters are making a 
big play for the ententainers’ fan 
mail. This mail is used for personal 
contact with the fans and is getting 
to be quite a business hereabouts. 

For some time Los Angeles has 
been a hotbed of radio promotions, 
Concerns and individuals with trick 
rackets, from stock selling to med- 
icine and soothsaying, have been 
using the air to get around all the 
better business and advertising 
curbs. They’ve been putting on hot 
programs with local radio favorites 
just to get the ‘ans writing to the 
artists. The promoter gets the mail, 
then makes personal contact with 
the fan. 

One outfit put on a star progrgm 
just for fan letters. It announced 
that the lucky letter would get a 
prize. Several thousand replies 
came in. The prize was a $10 mer- 
chandise order. 

All the promoter wanted was a 
list of names which were authentic. 
This was later made up into a sucker 
list and peddled around town to 
other gyps. 

Radio stations are trying to stop 
the mail racket in order to protect 
the listeners-in, figuring that if the 
public is manhandled too much the 
station will get the blame. Several 
of the larger stations insist that 
the artist gets his or her mail per- 
sonally. 


1,400-SONG REPERTOIRE 
OF LOBBY REQUEST ACTS 


Chicago, July 1. 
claim is the 


Lobby acts theirs 
stiffest grind. 

In vaude the musical turns could 
get by on perhaps a dozen pop tunes. 
Number has increased a hundred- 
fold for lobby work. 

One act, Allison and Fields, which 
has played the Chicago theatre 
lobby four months, claims they now 
have a 1,400-song repertoire to get 
by. Other acts have from 300 to 
600 tunes on tap. 

When the lobby field opened, acts 
of this type started with 30 to 50 
songs, but found the first time they 
couldn’t comply on a request num- 
ber, crowds silently melted. 

Song publishers are now using 
these tunes as a new medium of 
plugging for melodies. 


BROOKS 


THE NAME YOU GO BY 
WHEN YOU GO TO BUY 


‘GOWNS'AND UNIFORMS 
1437 BWAY. NY. TEL. 5580 PENN 
ALSO 25,000 COSTUMES TO RENT 
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‘Wednesday, July 2, 1939 


Schenck May Make All-German 
Talker “Sons Guns” with 


Al Jolson—Made in Germany 


Jos. M. Schenck is deliberating 
over the entire making in Germany 
of “Sons o’ Guns,” with Al Jolson 
and an otherwise all-German cast. 
If the project goes through, Jolson 
will sing and speak in German. The 
American production in Hollywood 
will follow the German-made. 

Mr. Schenck is in New York for 
four or five weeks. He has now no 
idea of going abroad. Nor will Jol- 
son start his contemplated concert 
tour in Europe before the German 
plan is set or abandoned. If Mr. 
Schenck does go akroad later it will 
be solely in the interests of the pro- 
posed German feature. 

Schenck estimates a possible gross 
for a German-made, with Jolson in 
the German speaking countries, of 
around $2,000,000. He figures the 
production, probably to be made in 
Berlin, will reach an investment of 
$500,000... Meanwhile, Schenck 
is figuring all the angles. The huge 
popularity of Jolson abroad accounts 
for the high gross estimate. 

A statement made by the boss of 
United Artists was that he does not 
believe foreign-mades of any nation 
abroad, produced in Paris by all of 
the American producers, is any so- 
lution of the foreign problem. Each 
U. S. company bidding for the few 
established stars of the European 
countries would prohibit that kind 
of picture making, he says. An ob- 
servation made by the producer was 
that if all the American concerns 
could agree upon a unified system 
of European. production from a cen- 
tral Paris studio, there might be 
some profit in sight. But Schenck 
does not at present believe that co- 
operation abroad between Americans 
in production is feasible at this 
time. 

Regarding reports of United Art- 
ists organizing along new lines for 
production have no basis, said 
Schenck. Neither is there any 
foundation for stories of changes in 
U. A’s. theatre plans, other than the 
negotiations previously reported that 
U. A. is interested in at present in 
England. 


Hollywood, July 1. 
Al Jolson, show business’ champ 
coast to coast commuter, departed 
Suffday for the east. Mrs. Jolson 
will follow in a couple of weeks, or 
less. 


FOX STARS IN PERSON 
AT HOME TOWNS 


Fox theatres are shoving out for 
picture talent on personal appear- 
ance make for eastern houses under 
new plan by Harry Arthur, general 
manager. Idea being to pick picture 
names that mean something in spots 
like home product makes good, etc., 
with ultimate plan being of carrying 
the real Fox names and other pic- 
ture stars directly after, as soon as 
plan makes room. 

First on the list of Fox person- 
alities to be taken this way is Frank 
Richardson. Richardson is an m. c. 
and played in “Sunny Side Up,” as 
well as in “Movietone Follies of 
1930.” He’s from Philly and hired 
to show in that town where he’s 
native and meat for exploitation. 

No date announced for Richard- 
e0on’s appearance, but after him will 
come the bigger picture names like 
El Brendel, Fifi D’Orsay, Harold 
Murray and others. 

It’s to stand off such other similar 
tactics by opposition. 


Hugh Cameron, 2d Comic 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Hugh Cameron will be opposite 
Leon Errol as second comic in 
Samuel Goldwyn’s “Lillie,” starring 
Evelyn Laye. 

Cameron is a veteran of musical 
comedies and has made _ several 
shorts in the east. 


Do not lose faith in hu- 
manity; there are over 
seven million people in the 
metropolis who have never 
played you a single dirty 
trick. 


MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
180 West 44th Street 
New York 


a 


Beating Payments 


Hollywood, July 1. 

A picture actor bought one 
of those new 16-cylinder cars. 

Friend ansked him if it was 
fast. 

“Fast!” he exclaimed, “it’s 
so fast the payments are three 
months behind.” 


165 People Pay $1.25 Each 
By Bus from Newark to 
White Plains to See M. C. 


Newark, July 1. 
H. R. Emde’s idea of sending a 
bus over from here to White Plains 
to see Charlie Melson m. c’ing 
was finally pulled Thursday. Six 


bue loads, 165 people, made the trip 
paying $1.25 each, including admis- 
sion. 

The trip took from 6 until 3 in 
the morning, 


SAILINGS 


July 15 (New York to London) 
George K. Arthur, Michon Bros. 
(Leviathan). 


July 11 (New York to London), 
Thomas E. Maloy (Ile de Franee). 


July 10 (London to New York) 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Murray 
(Paris). 

July 6 (New York to London), 
Pauline Cooke, Barry and Whitlege, 
Harry Holman, Edith Manson, 
(Aquitania), 

July 3 (New York to Paris), Ed- 
die Pardo (France). 

July 2 (London to New York), 
Fuzzy Knight (George Washing- 
ton). 

July 2 (London to New York) 
Arthur Behrin (Geo. Wash.). 


July 2 (New York to Paris) Flor- 
ence and Elizabeth Forman 
(America). 


July 1 (London to New York) 
Clarence Johnson (Layton and 
Johnson), Mr. and Mrs. Harlan 


Thompson (Olympic). 


Apollon, Mary Lee (Paris). 

June 28 (London to New York), 
Ronald Colman, Ernest Torrence, 
Alfredo (Aquitania). 


June 28 (New York to London), 
Isabella Patricola (Mauretania). 


June 28 (London to New York) 
Scott Sanders (Aquitania). 

June 28 (New York to Paris) 
Theron Bamberger (Baltic). 


June 28 (New York to England) 
Mr. and Mrs. George Arliss, Mrs. 
Courtland Smith (Leviathan). 


June 28 (New York to England) 
Mr. and Mrs. Courtenay Savage 
(Franconia). 


June 28 (New York to London), 
Maurice Silverstone (Mauretania). 

June 27 (Capetown to London), 
Carre and Carlotta (Balmoral Cas- 
tle). 

June 27 (New York to Berlin) 
Max Schmeling (Bremen). 

June 27 (Paris to New York), Lita 
Grey Chaplin, Mrs. Francis Mangan 
(Europa). 

June 27 (New York to London) 
Dr. A. H. Giannini (Majestic). 

June 26 (Paris to New York): 


Mark Hanna, Beth Berri (Mrs. 
Hanna), Helen Morgan (Ile de 
France). 


June 26 (London to New York) 
Johnny Hyman (France). 

June 26 (Sydney to Vancouver) 
Mr. and Mrs. Dad Carroll (Aorangi). 

June 25 (New York to London) 
Walter Damrosch (Ile de France). 

June 25 (Shanghai to Seattle), Mr. 
and Mrs. L. Ayres Mantell (Korea 
Maru). 

June 20 (Capetown to London), 
Lily Denville, Moss and Maachah 
(Windsor Castle). 


Dix’s Mother Ill 


Hollywood, July 1. 
Richard Dix’s mother is reported 
very ill, 
She is over 70. 


June 30 (New York to Paris), Dave { 


WILL MAHONEY 
New York “Graphic” said, “Will 
Mahoney, with his ‘Mahoneyphone,’ 
is again the hit of the show at the 
Palace and the only reason the 
audience doesn’t throw ticker tape 
and telephone books because 
neither is available. Will fs a 
super-comedian who panics the 
audience from the very first mo- 
ment he appears on the stage.” 


Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


REAL WORRY 
COAST OVER 
GOING BALD 


Hollywood, July 1. 
taken up? Who 


Options 
cares? 
Jerked in the middle of a picture? 
Why worry? 
The sheriff moved into your Bev- 
erly Hills castle? Chuckle, chuckle! 
If you want to see real worry— 
the kind of worry that turns strong 
men into whimpering babes— 
watch the actors imported from the 
east as they gaze into a mirror. 
Their hair is falling out! 
Singly and in bunches it hops 
from the scalp, dropping noiselessly 
to the floor, to the sound stage. A 
round bare spot forms on the pate 
and progresses into increasing di- 
mensions. Two pathways climb up 
either side of the forehead, looking 
for the round spot. Scalp experts 
and scalp racketeers smile broadly 
as they scan the catalogs of im- 
ported autos. 
Explanations of the deforestation 
are many and various. One expert 
says it’s the climate—the hot, dry 
climate. If you’re from the north- 
east your hair has grown as thick 
as it is able, so that your dome may 
withstand the _ rigors chill 
breezes. Here, where there’s no 
use for scalp protection, the hair 
feels utterly useless and shame- 
acedly gives up.. Then there’s the 
unfamiliar heat of studio arcs. 
The Mental Strain 

“It’s terrible,” says a comic for- 
merly in musical comedy. “If I ever 
go back to New York they’ll have 
me playing baldheaded character 


not 


men.” He reached for his scalp and 
pulled out a tuft. “The climate,” he 
moaned. 


“Climate, my eye!” said his wife. 
“It’s that Hollywood booze. It’s 
eating your teeth out, too.” 

“It’s nothing of the sort,” says a 
one time stage lead now surrounded 
by options. “It’s the worry. I’m 
not staying out in the sun and I’m 
not drinking. Svery time I get a 
telegram from the studio 84 hairs 
fall out.” 

Meanwhile, toupees and wigs are 
being carried about on heads from 
the east which once bristled with 
luxuriant mats, ard the boys wince 
every time they visualize what will 
happen when the crowd back east 
gets a load. 

“California has nothing to do 
with it,’ commented one player, 
‘no matter where we were it fell 
out. We’re simply maturing.” 

A friend nodded. “You said it, 
grandpa,” he agreed. 


Zelma O’Neal Unattached 


Zelma O’Neal arrives in New 
York July 15 from Europe. Un- 
derstood Lawrence Schwab failed to 
exercise his personal option on 
comedienne and Miss O’Neal is now 


professionally unattached, 


Amateur Nights Back in South by 


An Idea 


Hollywood, July 1. 

A London actress recently 
spent an evening at a hillside 
home overlooking Los Angeles. 
Gazing at the city lighted up, 
she mused: 

“Isn’t that lovely? I sup- 
pose all those lights get to- 
gether at 10 o’clock and spell 
Marion Davies.” 


1-WEEK NOTICE GAVE 
MISS TOBIN AN OUT 


Genevieve Tobin, one of the 
leads in “Fifty Million Frenchmen,” 
stepped out of that show Saturday, 
and the next day (29) departed for 
the coast, where she will be featured 
by Universal in “Lady Surrenders.” 

Miss Tobin was placed under the 
usual optional contract to U through 
Maxwell Arnow of the Leo Morrison 


_| office. 


It is reported that Miss Tobin was 
under contract to Warners at the 
time she was weaned away by U, 
with Warners also holding an op- 
tional contract on her services for 
next season. Miss Tobin was per- 
mitted to go with Universal through 
a loophole, the one-week closing 
notice posted by Warners some time 
ago, with the show operating on a 
week-to-week basis. 

In “Lady Surrenders,” adapted 
from the John Erskine novel, “Sin- 
cerity,” Miss Tobin will be one of 
the two femme leads. Rose Hobart 
is the other. Conrad Nagel will play 
opposite. 

Work on the production was com- 
menced by U Monday (30) with 
Miss Tobin to step into her part 
immediately upon arrival. 


Mae Murray’s $175 Dress 
Called ‘Shabby and Worn’ 


In the N. Y. City Court Natacha 
Rambova sued Mae Murray for $1,- 
595 on a judgment obtained March 
17, last in Los Angeles by Edna B. 
Harker against Miss Murray, as- 
signed to Miss Rambova. In her 
answer Miss Murray declared she 
paid $1,100 of the money in April, 
turned in a certain garment for a 
credit of $175 and that the plaintiff 
offered to accept $300 in final settle- 
ment of the judgment but refused 
to take it after it had been tendered. 
Miss Rambova admitted receiving 
the $1,100 but as to the garment, 
she described it as “shabby, worn 
and filthy,” which she said was sent 
to her studio by Miss Murray with- 
out her knowledge after Miss Mur- 
ray had purchased it months before. 
The plaintiff declared the garment 
valueless and refused to credit it on 
the judgment, for which reason she 
sued for the balance of $494 and on 
the ground that there was no de- 
fense, she asked that the answer be 
stricken out. 

Justice Sheintag granted sum- 
mary judgment for the $300 but 
ruled that a jury must pass on the 
validity of the garment transaction. 


Sheekman Quits Column 
Chicago, July 1. 

Arthur Sheekman (A. G. S.), con- 
ductor of the “Times” gossip col- 
umn, leaves for New York this week 
to join Metro’s publicity. He will 
handle trailers. 

Sheekman has been a Chicago 
film critic and columnist for five 
years, 


Graves as Scenarist 
Hollywood, July 1. 
Starred by Columbia, Ralph 
Graves has turned writer, at which 
racket he got a smell while under a 
Columbia contract. 

He is now drawing salary from 
the Universal scenario department. 
His first assignment is to adapt a 
Rex Beach novel, which one not 
yet chosen. 


Hasenclever with Metro 
Walter Hasenclever, German 
playwright, joins Metro to write 
German dialog on the coast. 
He is the author of “Napoleon,” 
for Broadway stage production this 
season by the Shuberts, 


He has lived in Paris since 1924. 


Demand for “Flesh Stuff” on Stage 


Birmingham, July 1. 

With “flesh” on the stage in the 
South scarcer than a bale of hay} 
Times Square, theatres down 
are turning to amateur nights | 
a substitute. They figure that the 
amateurs at least help toward fi. 
ing in that something that seems 
to be left out. . 

In Alabama and Mississippi, fop 
example, the only professional flesh 
on the stage is at Birmingham. The 
Ritz here runs one week of R-K-9 
vaude with films. It’s the only 
vaude house in the two states, 
Hardly a night but what the Rit, 
is sold out. Matinees are pretty 
much ditto. 

It’s in these two states and see. 
tions of Georgia and Tennessee that 
theatre managers are turning ‘to 
amateur nights for relief. Severaj 
houses throughout Mississippi ape 
giving local talent the chance to 
be seen. Prices are as low as $10 
for best act. 

Not a stock company is playing 
in Alabama or Mississippi and only 
one or two, if that many, in Georgia, 

The amateurs are usually staged 
one night a week. There seems to 
be little trouble in getting local 
talent. Plenty of ambitious youths 
with plenty of ambition and not go 
much talent in the small towns. 


Spurring a Hick ‘ 

At least one mai.ager hands them 
the story about a big “New York 
theatre manager” is out front 
watching them and is liable to sign 
them up if. That’s enough to 
make a professional work for noth- 
ing one night, tu say nothing of 
spurring up a hick © 

Usually the home grown talent 
soon learns that there ain’t no 
Santa Claus and never was. They 
just weren’t good enough at the 
present time. A little polishing and 
they would go good in the cityvs 

It’s a good piece of cand: while 
it lasts. Anyway, it gives the small 
town theatres that flesh and the 
natives are temporarily satisfied, 
When they grow sutisfied it is up 
to the poor manager to think up 
some other way to temporarily sat- 
isfy them again. 

So on and so on. 


Weather 


Washington, July 1. 

Weather bureau furnished the 
following outlook for week begins 
ning tomorrow (2): 

Fair and moderate temperature 
Wednesday and Thursday, except 
warmer in Chicago and Pittsburgh 
areas Thursday. Showers and 
warmer Friday; some _ probability 
showers will not reach Atlantic 
states until Saturday. ; 

Generally fair and cooler in mid- 
dle west and possible showers and 
cooler in Atlantic states Sunday. 

London, July 1. 

Weather here is warm and sul- 
try. Greatest opposition to the 
theatre for the moment, outside 
the weather, are the cricket test 
matches between England and Aus- 
tralia which are drawing huge 
throngs. 


Paris, July 1. 
Days of gorgeous sunshine helped 


to make the Grand Prix day at 
Longchamps a gala event, tradi- 
tionally closing the Paris social 
season. 

Everybody was out of town, g0- 
ing to the race track, and business 
was terrible with the exception of 
the open air restaurants. 


Won’t Contest Dove 


Hollywood, July 1. 
It looks like Billie Dove’s action 
for divorce against Irvin Willat 
won’t be contested by the latter 
when the case comes up for trial 
soon. Merely a general appearance 
for Willat was filed by his attor- 
ney, Sam Wolf, this week. 
Willat is out of town and ist 
expected to be present at the, hear- 
ing. 


“Lilli” for Laye 
“Lilli” is the title of the Evely? 
Laye talker musical Sam Goldwy® 
is to make, with George Fitzmaurice 
directing. A leading man opposite 

her is yet undecided. 
Goldwyn has Hugh Cameron 
merly in musicals as the team mate 

of Leon Errol, for “Lilli.” 
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PICTURES 


PARIS WORLD 


Foreign M. C. Talent Called for by 
B’way Show Makers, Account Malo 


Gino Malo in “Sons o’ Guns” has 
the Broadway -:nanagers flirting 
with foreign talent for the pub- 
licity values involved. Jane Aubert, 
who figured sensationally in Paris 
in her involved litigations with Col. 
Nelson Morris, her Chicago meat 


packer “hand. who sought to en- 


join her from stage work, is coming 
over Aug. 1 for Connolly & Swan- 
strom (who tg Miss Malo) 
to do the title role in “Princess 
Charming.” 

This operetta was done in Lon- 
don by Clayton & Waller with Dely- 
sia creating the “princess” part. 
Miss Aubert’s figure is $750. Jack 
Donahue is rewriting the book. 

Meg Lemonier who, like Miss 
Malo (nee Janette Flynn) is equally 
fluent in French and English, is 
another Broadway likelihood if cur- 


rent negotiations go threugh. Miss 


Lemonier is French-English; Miss 
Malo, or Miss Flynn that was, is 
French-American, but so fluent in 
French that George M. Cohan lost, 
a bet with Billy Brady, not be- 
lieving she is one of the Cincin- 
nati Flynns. Change in name was 
necessary because of the French- 
jliusion of the role, and following 
Lily Damita. 

Connolly & Swanstrom aver that 
the $300 comedienne (her five year 
contract with them calls for up to 
$750) boosted the gross $3,000 over 
the preceding week because of in- 
terest in her. 


U. A. Making Stars 


United Artists seems committed 
to a plan of raising young blood to 
stardom. 

Latest picked for the big ballyhoo 
designed to build star material is 
Una Merkel from the stage, who ap- 
peared in John Golden’s “Pigs” and 
Jed Harris’ “Coquette.” She is un- 
der term contract to Joseph M. 
Schenck, with first principal femme 
roles in “Abraham Lincoln” and 
“Eyes of the World,” forthcoming 
releases. 

Choosing of Miss Merkel for the 
build-up follows announced inten- 
tion of UA to give Chester Morris 
and Constance Bennett star rating. 


Fan Photo Sales Die 
As Mags Spill Dirt 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Production of fan photographs, 
one of Hollywood's earliest rackets, 
has gone the way of the silent pic- 
ture. At one time a meal ticket for 
@ number of photographers, it now 
has only one or two followers left. 

These outfits made pictures for 
the 5 and 10 and novelty stores to 
retail to the fans. Most of the 
dime stores have discontinued han- 
dling the famous faces and the nov- 
elty stores have gone high hat, few 
earing to bother with a gag that 
Sells for two bits. 

One of the men who pioneerred 
in the fan photo business claims 
that for June he shipped less than 
400 pictures. Ten years ago it was 
& poor month that didn’t see 10,000 
Pictures leave his office. 

Those left in the business claim 
the public is too wise and too fickle 
these days to have much of a yen 
for any star. If the gals get pash 
about a particular actor they pick 
up a fan magazine and learn a lot 
of dirt about him, and the mags are 
handing out more low down every 
month. The same goes for the boys 
Who used to be hot and bothered 
about some picture femme. Soon 
they learn that the actor or actress is 
married and has kids. 

There’s no kick in having the 
mother or father of a flock of 
youngsters looking down from the 
bedroom wall. 


Compson-Bancroft 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Betty Compson has been engaged 
by Par to play the femme lead op- 
Posite George Bancroft in “Rolling 
Down to Rio.” 


The Curse 


Hollywood, July 1. 

What is probably the sea- 
son’s top unintentional gag is 
credited to an eastern producer 
now out here on a picture. 

Scanning the world for a 
comic and having turned down 
plenty of names, the casting 
director triumphantly and fi- 
nally submitted the name of 
Jack Haley as the solution to 
all problems. 

Which the producer seriously 
turned down by saying: 

“He’s too funny for the part.” 


STARS ON VACATION; 
SEVERAL IN EUROPE 


Hollywood, July 1. 


Most all of the Metro stars are 
getting summer vacations, with 
majority taking them during July. 


Marion Davies is abroad on her 
first rest of any length in two years. 

Another sea-voyager will be 
Norma Shearer, on an ocean jaunt 
to Honolulu. 

Greta Garbo is now at Yosemite 
and Bill Haines is going to Mexico 
City. Buster Keaton has a.trip to 
England mapped out and Lon 
Chaney is to hit the Sierras. 

A motor trip without any particu- 
lar destination is figured on by 
Ramon Novarro. Polly Moran is 
auto-bound now to Oregon for a 
brief vacash. Lewis Stone is out 
yachting for a couple weeks. 


Greta Garbo in German 
And Swedish Versions 


Hollywood, July 1. 

German version of “Anna Christie” 
starts Wednesday on the Metro lot 
with Jacques Feyder directing. 

In support of Miss Garbo, who 
speaks German, will be Theo Shall, 
recently imported German leading 
man; Julia Sardi, another importa- 
tion, and Rudolph Schildkraut. 

Later a Swedish version will be 
made with Miss Garbo doing two 
sequences in that language. Re- 
mainder of the Swedish print will 
be silent, 


RADE CLASH 


FOREIGN MAZE 
POLITICS, FINANCE 


Sound Parley to Test If 
Europe Can Ignore U. S. 
in Business—France and 
Germany Bound by Eco- 
nomic Ties — Germans’ 
Water Power — Electric 
Projects 


HAYS THE DIPLOMAT 


By MAXIME LEVY 


Paris, July 1. 

The Paris world sound patent 
conference resumed yesterday after 
a week-end recess. It looked as 
though it might get prompt -vesults, 
not only on sound, but on the 
broader aspect which now involves 
large issues of international poli- 
tics and finance. 

This business congress, it is now 
believed, will demonstrate for the 
first time in a big way. whether 
Europe has reached a phase of 
business and finar.cial self-suffici- 
ency or must depend for much of 
its commercial prosperity upon 
America. 

The conference after its first sit- 
tings devoted to defining the posi- 
tions of the conferees, is now as- 
suming a definite business-like as- 
pect as the different nations and 
business interests approack a 
showdown. 

In the first place the inter- 
dependence cf all big international 
business has been demonstrated by 
the situation within the confer- 
ence. The French group was at 
first regarded as unimportant. That 
is true from the picture and sound 
angle. But as the issues b~oaden, 
it becomes clear that the French 
are an important factor in the 
whole conference. 

This situation arises not so much 
because of the Tobis-Devies affilia- 
tion on sound patents and pictures, 
but because German political and 
financial interests are deeply con- 
cerned in the development of “high- 
fall” water power in Austria and 
the Germans find it necessary to 
command French capital at low in- 
terest rates in order to carry out 


(Continued on page 31) 


Guests and Tenants Annoyed by 
Tiny Golf Under Denver's Windows 


Denver, July 1. 


For a time it looked like the the- 
atres would have to fight the mini- 
ature golf courses a losing fight but 
aid has come from an unexpected 
source. Several of the fashionable 
hotels and apartment houses are 
fighting mad at the city council for 
permitting the pee-wee pleasure 
pastures to remain open until mid- 
night. Tenants are moving as fast 
as they can find some place they 
can go to bed early and get some 
sleep. For Denver is still a nine 
o'clock town. 

A night club in ’Frisco tried to 
open a branch here but soon pulled 
out—another is just starting—in a 
better location and may do better. 


Things looked rosy for the golf 
men at the start. Rent was low 
on the vacant lots and many were 
willing to get enough to pay taxes. 
Then someone kicked that the the- 
atres had to pay license but the 
golf courses were not taxed. No 
sooner was this called to the at- 
tention of the council than they 
plastered the midgets with a $50 
yearly tax and ordered them to 
close at 11 p. m., allowing them to 
open at 6 a. m. 

If the pool-table 


golf magnates 


had let well enough alone it is pos- 
sible things would have been rosy. 
All they could see was the loss of 
the after-theatre patrons and they 
circulated petitions among the play- 
ers asking for a midnight closing. 
Easy enough to get signers. Coun- 
cil granted later hour for closing 
the pasture gates and the city dads 
thought all was settled. 

Far from it. 

Tenants.in hotels and apartment 
houses insisted on rooms on the 
sides away from the courses. There 
were not enough to go ’round. They 
moved. 

Nuisances 

This made the hotel owners 
peeved and they are getting ready 
to petition the council to declare 
the miniatures a public nuisance 
and make them move out to the 
wide open spaces so that the golf- 
ers will have more fresh air with 
their strenuous exercise. 

It is reported the managers of 
the courses will rent the city audi- 
torium and put in tiddledewinks and 
ping pong to keep the plays in 
trim over the winter. 

Permits have been issued for 40 
of the corner lot improvements— 
of which six are driving courts 
Over $120,000 tied up in 'em. 


Film Men Ready to Go to Mat 
With Equity Over Legit Stage . 
If Assn. Tres to Crash Studios 


Amateur Picture Maker 


Cosmo Hamilton’s hobby is 
amateur moving photography. 
He and his brother, Major A. 
Hamilton Gibbs, also a novel- 
ist, are filming a picture on 
the Massachusetts estate of a 
friend, using the other guests 
as players. 

Hamilton will call the film 
“Week-End.” Those familiar 
with Hamilton’s ability as a 
salesman predict he’ll sell the 
production for exhibition. Cos- 
mo Hamilton turns to profit 
most everything he does, 


CLARA BOW INN. Y.; 
ORDERED TO-COAST 


Paramount is a little more than 
upset over the misbehaving Clara 
Bow, who it is claimed ran {nto 
New York at no one’s request but 
rather in spite of an order from B. 
P. Schulberg to return to the coast 
from Dallas immediately. 

It is admitted the red-head has 
done nothing Par can do anything 
about except burn a little, charac- 
terizing her actions mostly as 
“silly.” 

Miss Bow’s contract runs off in 
the fall, but no one will say whether 
it will or will not be renewed. It Is 
admitted the Brooklyn girl is not 
the box office draw she has been 
and that too much of the wrong 
kind of publicity may show in re- 
turns within another season. Sidney 
Kent is the last word on whether 
Miss Bow is to be retained after 
she has made six more pictures, 
called for under her contract, but he 
has indicated nothing in advance 
of completion of the six whether the 
distribution end wants any more 
Bows. 

The red-head rushed out to Harry 
Richman’s home at Beechhurst, L. 
I, immediately on arrival from 
Dallas for the rest she decided she 
would take for herself. She is 
scheduled to be back in Hollywood 
July 8 to start a new talker, title 
of which is as yet undecided. 


De La Motte in Western 
After Two-Year Layoff 


Hollywood, July 1. 
Margaret De La Motte will play 
the femme lead opposite Buck Jones 
in his next for Columbia, “Shadow 
Ranch.” Picture goes into the work 
next week. 
This marks Miss De La Motte’s 


return to pictures after an absence 
of two years. Recently she was 
seen in vaude with her husband, 


John Bowers. 


$2,000 for Polly Moran 


Polly Moran has about 12 weeks 
open in between pictures. 

R-K-O has offered the come- 
dienne $2,000 weekly for aS many 
of those 12 as she may wish to 
play, to appear as in a single act 
in its vaude bills. 


Kelly Makes the Talkers 


Hollywood, July 1. 
Lew Kelly, known on all the cir- 
cuits for his hop head characteriza- 
tions, has made the talkers. 
Starter is in a two-reeler at Pathe, 
titled “Loose Screws.” 


U After Paul Stein 
Hollywood, July 1. 

Universal is negotiating with 
Paul Stein to direct. Film unnamed 
to date. 

If Stein jumps to U it may leave 
Pathe in the air, as the director is 
slated to do the Mary Lewis film 
“The Siren Song,” at that studio. 


A finished fight between Equity 
and the Hays organization that will 
witness the worst siege of famine 
legitimate actors have ever ex- 
perienced is the salient point in a 
challenge from filmdom in answer 
to Equity’s boast of getting into 
Hollywood via Broadway. 

Set to go into legit on a bigger 
basis than any of the regular man- 
agers next season, film companies 
are unanimous in their declaration 
that they will close down or pre- 
cipitate another actors’ strike be- 
fore they will let Equity use the 
local position to strongarm its 
ritual into Hollywood's studios. 

An executive head for one of the 
largest film companies, which has 
now in preparation one of the most 
ambitious Broadway musical and 
play schedules, flatly declares that 
his company will shut down every 
house before it will submit to any 
“strategic move” by Equity which 
would change the Hollywood cur- 
riculum. 

In the headquarters of another 
large film company, which is plan- 
ning to produce Broadway stage 
shows next fall, Equity is dared to 
attempt the execution of such a 
maneuver. 

Such sentiments are 
throughout the entire executive 
film field. Producers are confident 

(Continued on page 42) 


Harry Rapf Still Isn’t 
Set for Metro Renewal 


Hollywood, July 1. 

It looks as if Metro and Harry 
Rapf have about reached the part- 
ing of the ways. A definite decision 
is expected this week. 

Rapf’s contract expired some 
weeks ago, since which time the 
studio and the production executive 
have been fencing over new terms. 
Report is that to date the company 
has been unwilling tou meet Rapf’s 
renewal terms. 

A year ago there were rumors of 
Rapf joining Warners. Current in- 
dications are that he may branch 
off in any one of four directions. 


reflected 


Hoot’s Swan Song 


Hollywood, July 1, 

Hoot Gibson will be through at 
Universal upon completing the pic- 
ture he’s now in. His contract with 
the studio expired recently, with U 
deciding not to exercise its option 
privilege. 

Gibson may concentrate his fu- 
ture activities on the Baker ranch, 
He will conduct a number of ro- 
deos there this summer. 
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4 VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 2, 1939: 


Par May Meet Scale Cutting by 
Reprisals on Picture Rentals: 


Discussions by Theatre Operators 


Cut scale talk is streaming the 
film company offices and circuits. 
All on the jump and the cat’s paw 
film: rentals. 

Whole thing arises with the cut- 
ting of admissions in Fox houses. 
Since then or before both R-K-O 
ard Loew have cut with one or two 
spots being allocated to Paramount 
and to WB. 

Fox’s cut in the deep East is 
what put the watch dog on. Inside 
angle is that Par-Publix is care- 
fully checking all the cuts with 
listing careful as vo spots where cut 
is instituted by competing chains. 
On the soap side with no comeback 
Fox Theatres have been promised 
reprisal. Slamback to come is by 
the way of film rentals when on 
percentages. 

Par-Publix is slated to arrange 
a confab for raincheck privileges 
on film rentals on Fox product 
wherever Fox theatre cut scales 
prove competitive with Par-Publix 
houses. 

Par-Publix while figuring theo- 
retically or otherwise, that the cut 
rates haven’t hurt and won’t hurt 
its type of show takes on the strict 
biz sense, however, of being en- 
titled to rebates on film costs that 
way. Fox product going into Par- 
Publix houses on percentage basis 
gives something to be thought 
about that way. 

Fox’s most recent basement rate 
went into effect June 25 at the 
Academy, downtown New York de- 
luxer. Same as Brooklyn, Detroit, 
Washington and St. Louis, where 
rates run two-bits until 5 p. m. and 
a half buck thereafter with 15c for 
kids throughout day. 

Others Cutting 

From what can he gleaned after 
a survey of the film execs is that 
the Par-Publix idea may be the cue 
of WB too with the aim directed 
not only at Fox but Metro and 
Radio, claim being that both Loew 
and R-K-O are cutting generally, 
like Fox. 

It is intimated that this isn’t the 
only reprisal plan being considered 
and may not even be the ultimate 


one. From same sources it was 
said the policy at present is to 
watch. 


It was therefore handed out that 
Fox’s cut rating and others is being 
watched with a view as to its logic 
from a biz angle and that the show- 
down may come with a general let- 
down of film fares all over and Par- 
Publix following right in line al- 
though at present giving it as an 
undesirable and not needed thing. 

Other Cuts Before 

The big rub on the cut rating is 
handed out as being Fox’s initia- 
tion of a 15-cent rate for kids. Put 
the stuff has precedent by a Par- 
Publix policy shot in San Francisco 
and other points on the West Coast 
where same rate applies. In Friseo 
that rate went into Par-Publix 
houses June 2. WB cut rates in 
certain spots on May 1, and Loew 
has done it since. R-K-O began 
cutting just before spring. 

In Washington, D. C., where cut 


rate went into Fox deluxer it is 
being uplifted again. Explanation 


given as slicing order an error and 
cutting there not needed. As sur- 
veyed, exec noticing cut rate policy 
going into effect in other Fox spots 
considered following suit and sent 
notice to Washington to cut. 


That Fox is watching possible 
film rental reprisal is evidenced. 
Fox is using the cut rate only in 


deluxers in cities where Fox prod- 
uct is shown only in those houses. 
So far no cut rate spotted in Fox 
houses where competing film com- 
pany product is shown. 


MASQUERS’ MORTGAGE 


Club Hopes to Lift It With Skits 
and Stars 
Hollywood, July 1. 

Masquers’ Club hopes to carry 
through its idea to make a series 
of skits with stars, using material 
from annual “Revels.” 

Warners interested, but 
other studios squawked at having 
their contract people appear. Now 
the Masquers are trying to handle 
the seri_s themselves, give all stu- 
dios liberal credit and release on a 
50-50 basis. 

Masquers’ club house has a mort- 
gage the boys want lifted. 


2 


Warners and Ufa 


A report in New York yes- 
terday (1) said that Harry M. 
Warner, now abroad, is nego- 
tiating with Ufa, the German 
film producer, for a deal. 

Just what kind of a deal not 
stated, whether a buy by War- 
ners or a close working affilia- 
tion which might call for an 
investment by Warners in Ufa 
and the possible Warners’ op- 
eration. 

Nothing has arrived from 
Berlin on the subject, 


SIZE OF STUDIO DOORS 
BLOCKING COMMISSION 


Agreed on practically all re- 
visions to the ordinance governing 
fire regulations in New York film 
theatres and studios, the city’s spe- 
cial commission, which will make 
its recommendations early in July, 
is unable to agree on the size of 
studio doors, 

The 400-foot door between the 

stages and carpenter shop at Para- 
mount’s Astoria studio figures in 
the discussion. Certain members of 
the commission believe that a door 
180 feet in maximum dimensions 
would serve the purpose and be less 
of a fire hazard. 
Proponents for the large entrance, 
electrically operated, state that it 
is particularly advantageous in a 
studio since it permits entire sets 
to be built in the carpenter shop 
where a smaller door would require 
the same sets to be built in “takes” 
and thus additional time and ex- 
pense. 


“Lincoln” at Criterion? 


With no other $2 house in sight, 
Par’s Criterion, currently housing 
“Silent Enemy,” is a possibility for 
“Abraham Lincoln,” D. W. Griffith’s 
special for U. A. release. Picture is 
vaguely set for August. General re- 
lease date is Sept. 28. 

A. Griffith Grey, business manager 
for D. W., is expected east in two or 
three weeks, for conferences leading 
to definite plans on the opening. 

That “Lincoln” will be shown at 
$2 has been decided. 


(CHIC) 


(ROSE) 


YORK and KING 


Originators of “Tintype” Comedy 


ay 

“It took the Irish fliers 3 days to 
travel 3,000 miles. 

“In our next 54 weeks of book- 
ings we will travel 5,400 miles. 
That's a lotta miles, but it’s a lotta 
weeks, too.” 

Week July 5, 
Chicago. 

R-K-O Direction LEE STEWART 


Hays’ “Blacklist” for 
Divulging Inside Stuff 


One of the most drastic of all the 
black lists credited with hanging in 
secret chambers in the Hays head- 
quarters is the latest addition. 
Executives without as well as with- 
in member companies who cannot 
keep political confidences will, after 
faith has been broken repeatedly, 
be dubbed “dead” so far as further 
inside talk is concerned. 

Already a name has been placed 
on the mythical but highly influen- 
tial section of the Hays’ calendar. 
It is that of a sales manager for 
one of the smaller companies. This 
man, aside from any relations with 
the producer body, has repeatedly 
crossed on confidences, including 
those of newspapermen. 

Getting an inside line from the 

lays group on matters of concern 
to his own company, this sales man- 
ager has just as repeatedly relayed 
the information within a few hours 
to a _ boisterous political faction 
which has attempted to capitalize 
it, Haysites charge. 


R-K-O Palace, 


Goldberg Shops West 
Hollywood, July 1. 
Jesse Goldberg, sales manager for 
Van Buren, is here lining up ad- 
ditional product for release. 
Goldberg will confine his activities 


to shorts. 


Home talker field is to provide 
for re-entry of William Fox into 
the picture field. The former pres- 
ident of Fox Films is now nego- 
tiating for that purpose with Gen- 
eral Talking Pictures. Purported 
aim is to make a hookup with 
the latter that will combine Amer- 
ican Tri-Ergon Corp. and provide 
an outlet for William Fox through 
the merger to get in the bigger 
area. Negotiations were started 
on the Fox end. 

Combining of the two companies 
will create a situation in the in- 
dustry that will make one of the 
major companies a sort of party 
to the deal. It is Fox Films which, 
interested in home talkers, has 
taken a license for that purpose 
from Tri-Ergon and marking the 
first official step into the amateur 
field by one of the big producers. 

Negotiation of the deal between 
Fox and General Talking Pictures 
is slated to void the present con- 
troversy between the two firms 
arising out of patents and _ will 
automatically seal up the present 
suit of Tri-Ergon against General 
Talking Pictures which has been 
filed in the Federal courts of Wil- 
mington and Washington. 

Wm. Fox’s entry into the kome 
talker field is the aim he has been 
harboring for several years His con- 
trol of the Tri-Ergon patents amount 
to 90%, but is limited to America 
only—meaning the U. S.,. Mexico 
and Canada. 


Wm. Fox After Home Talkers with 
Hook-Up in General T. P. Reported 


+ 


3 NEW PAR TALKERS 


Set to Soon Start at Astoria Plant 
in Long Island 


Three features to follow “Laugh- 
ter,’ now in production at Para- 
mount’s New York studio, are “The 
Best People,” “Manhattan Mary” 
and “The Royal Family,” in the or- 
der named, 


Frank Morgan, Carol Lombard 
and Charles Starrett are set for 
“Best People.” It starts July 4 un- 
der Fred Newmyer’s direction. 

Ed Wynn will make his talker 
debut in “Manhattan Mary” starting 
Aug. 4. Nobody else set as yet. A 
week later Ina Claire and Fredric 
March and others to be selected 
start on “Royal Family.” 

Recovery of Harpo Marx from a 
glandular infection that has kept 
him in the hospital will permit the 
taking of final scenes for “Animal 
Crackers,” finished two weeks ago. 
Doctors has okayed Harpo to work 
July 2. About two days will be re- 
quired for the scenes needed, 


2-Man Team 


: Hollywood, July 1. 
Eddie Gribbon and Slim Summer- 
ville have been teamed by Uni- 
versal. 


They will do'a series of comedies. 


Timid Marie 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Marie Dressler has never 
seen a picture in which she 
personally appears. The com- 
medienne has two reasons— 
she doesn't want to see herself 
and she has a deadly fear of 
being recognized by the public. 
The first theory keeps her out 
of projecticn rooms—the sec- 
ond out of theatres. 

At Metro they tell the story 
of having almost framed Miss 
Dressler into attending a pre- 
view of “Anna Christie.” In 
fact, they got her as far as the 
theatre and into a box. But 
when the feature’s title flashed 
on the screen she ran out. 


STALLING AUTHORS ON 
PAYMENT OF RIGHTS 


Under urging from their comp- 
trollers several film companies are 
developing a new financial habit 
that greatly displeases legit pré6- 
ducers and playwrights. Gents in 
charge of the purse-strings have 
figured out that investing big sums 
of money in scripts months in ad- 
vance of production is not good 
economics 

New idea is to bind the sale with 
a small sum and turn over the full 
price just before the picture is due 
to shoot. This gives the film com- 
pany the use of the coin in the in- 
tervening months. It is also giving 
authors, brokers and Broadway pro- 
ducers a headache. 

In retaliation the legit men say 
they will hold out for higher fig- 
ures if deferred payments are to 
become a regular part of trading 
with Hollywood. 

Formerly film companies invari- 
ably delighted the show folks by 
the promptness as well as the size 
of their checks. 


Biederman Critically 
Hurt in Auto Crash 


Hollywood, July L 

David Biederman, Warner film 
salesman, and his wife are in Ra- 
mona Hospital with critical in- 
juries received Sunday in an auto- 
mobile accident. 

Biedermans were crowded off the 
road near San Bernardino, His car 
plunged over a 300-foot embank- 
ment. It required three hours to 
extricate the salesman from the 
wreckage. 

Blood transfusion is expected to 
save his life. His wife also has a 
chance to recover. 


Ginger Rogers in Show 


Ginger Rogers, Paramount player, 
will return to the musical stage 
shortly for the femme lead oppo- 
site Bert Lahr in the new Aarons 
& Freedley show. 

Par has released Miss Rogers for 
the show role. She can be recalled 
at any time to double in picture 
work at the Long Island siudio. 


Uilman-Von Stroheim? 


Hollywood, July 1. 

George Ullman, agent and execu- 
tor of the late Rudolph Valentino’s 
estate, is flirting with the produc- 
tion field. He may back Von Stro- 
heim for a feature picture. 

Uliman is sounding out various 
releasing sources. 


Kid’s Contract 
Hollywood, July 1. 

Dorothy De Borbe, aged five, has 
been given a Hal Roach optional 
ccntract for five years. Youngster 
will get $100 a week for at least 24 
working weeks the first year, and 
the weeks she doesn’t work will 
get $25. 

The working salary tilts $50 a 
year to a final $300, when the non- 
working compensation will be $100. 


C. Bennett to Coast 


Constance Bennett leaves’ for 
Hollywood Saturday (5) to com- 
plete her talker. contract. with 
Pathe. 


Secret” with Foreign 
In Three Versions, All Paris-Made 


Prague, June 20, 
Jelinek Czechoslovak, Paramoyy 
Publix director, has signed As 
Sedlacek, Czechoslovakia’s foremost 
actress, of the Vinohrady theatre, 
and Vaclav Vydra, leading man of 
the Czech national theatre, to ap- 
pear in the first Czech sound film 
to be made by American interests, 
the Czech version of “The Doctor’ 
Secret.” 
Scenario by Dr. Tettauer, literary 
advisor of Vinohrady theatre, and 
until recently a member of thy 


American legation in Prague. °¥ 


This is one of the many foreign 
language ‘versions of “Doctor 
Secret,” which Paramount is pré 
ducing at Bob Kane's ‘studios at 
Joinville, outside of Paris. « 

Paris, June 20. 

Balkans will have their “The 
Doctor’s Secret.” Paramount locals 
ly made talker to be as an experf- 
ment in Balkanese versions. Special] 
talent is being brought to Parig 
from these countries. 

Jizi Bajor, locally famous Huns 
garian actress, will do the Hun- 
garian version;, V. Vinjdrak ana 
Theodore Pictok; for the Polish 
version, Marja Gorcynake of Wars 
saw has been engaged. 

For the present, the Balkans are 
eating up scund-synchreonized prod- 
uct. “White Shadows” ran 
weeks, “Pagan” 15, “Singing Fool" 
and “Jazz Singer” nearly as long.’ 


“SEX” SHOW SLOUGHED 
AT CRESCENT IN N. 0. 


New Orleans, July 1., 
Dr. Sayle Taylor, one of those 


lads who lectures on “the mys- 


teries of sex” with living models on 
the stage, has been at the Crescent. 
here for two weeks, “ladies only” 
mats. 

The youthful doctor got into ‘thé 
local hoosegow after an octet of 
physicians had pronounced his “én 


tertainment” unmoral, or immoral. 


They plastered a $1,000 cash bond 
on the “doc” and Publix, which 
rented the house, came through 


with the coin, holding it out of the 


gross. 
Meanwhile the Crescent 
again. 


NITE BASEBALL SEVEN — 


NITES WEEKLY IN ILL. 


Aurora, Ill., July 1. 

Biggest draw in this section is 
night baseball. Colored team, 
owned by Clifford R. Trimble, secre= 
tary of the Central States Exposi- 
tion, meets local teams after dark, 
u; flec’ of special trucxs and 
flood lights. Trucks and equipment 
owned by Trimble. 

Outfit is playing seven days 
weekly and has bookings enough to 
run into October. All dates on @ 
50-50 basis, with the home team 
supplying the diamond and juice. 


Whiteman’s Open Garden 
Designed for Coast 


Paul Whiteman is designing an 
open garden for Hollywood, Cal., 
along the lines of the Hollywood 
Garden, where he is now playing in 
upper New York. The coast place is 
to have a lesser capacity, but with 
Paul as the chief attraction, as he is 
at present in the road place. 

Two or three persons are figuring 
With Paul on the proposition. 


Kay Strozzi Quits 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Irene Delroy will have the femme 
lead in Warners’ “A Husbands 
Privileges,” instead of Kay Strozzi 
as originally intended. 

Miss Strozzi did one 
studio and is now en route east 
resume stage work. 

James Hall has the chief male 
part in “Privileges” with Lew Cody 


playing homewrecker. 


Lewin in Hospital 
Hollywood, July 1}. 

Albert Lewin, Metro supervisors 

is under observation at Good 5a 

maritan Hospital. : 


An operation may be necessary 


closed 


for -this 


Verk 


Verba 
Hugh 
guit foll 

Memo 
been su 
reprodu 
valid a! 
patent, 
electric 
Sept. 4, 
attachm 
3 
for talk 
fringed. 


« 
Judge 
735, in 
Stanley 
day of 
This 
having 
eration 
follows: 
Gated 
1,466,701 
No. 1,69 
States ! 
ventions 
patent i 
that th 
and hol« 


are s00¢ 
3, The 


America 
themsel' 
received 
its infri 
and eac 
amount 
proceedi 

and res 
officers, 
Or causi 
and clai 
fringing 


Th 
letters p 
Th 
Bhall be 


24-Ho 
Frisc 
Day 


Fox, S: 
With a 2: 
“So This 

Startec 
Special p 
that time 
in the 
matinee. 

Receip 
better th 
record. 


Col 


Colorer 
8olved by 
shares o1 
Herbert 
Hutchiso 
and Arth 

Colorer 
rganizat 
ducing « 
shorts. 

New ji 
filed at 
Colorcrat 
8ame dir 
Siven as 
ception o 
ton, Mas 
With $50, 

Irsfield 
Tation, 


‘big 
PICTURES Wed 
= 
§ c 3 
= 
Se. 
4 
| 
| 
de 
i 
| | 
| (as bef 
2 Th 
| 
| 
| | | 
| 
| | | 
| | 
and 1,69 
| | | 
patent r 
| 
| 
4 | 
| | 
| 
| | | | 
| 
; | | | 
| | 
| | | | 
| | | | 
| 
| | | 
| | 
| | | 


f 


Wednesday, July 2, 1930 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 5 


TALKERS’ 2-WAY 


Verbatim Decision by Judge Morris 
In DeForest vs. Stanley Co. Action 


Wilmington, Del., July 1. 

Verbatim copy of the memorandum and decree handed down by Judge 
Hugh M. Morris, of U. S. District Court here in the DeForest-Stanley 
guit follows: 

Memorandum.—I am of the opinion that the defense license has not 
been sustained that there is patent in suit No. 1,607,480 for method 
reproducing photographic sound records, granted Nov. 16, 1926, is 
yalid and infringed by the defendant. That Claim 7 of the DeForest 
patent, in suit, No. 1,466,701, for the method of and means of controlling 
electric currents by and in accordance with light variation granted 
Sept. 4, 1923, DeForest patent, in suit No. 1,693,071 for sound recording 
attachment for motion picture cameras, granted Nov. 27, 1928, Claims 


12, 13, 14, 15 and 17, of DeForest patents, in suit No. 1,694-No. 1,695,414, 
for talking picture machine, granted Dec. 18, 1928, if valid, are not in- 
fringed. A decree may be submitted. 

é (Signed) HUGH M. MORRIS. 


“Judge Decree in District Court of U. S. for District of Delaware, No. 
735, in equity. General Talking Pictures and DeForest Phonofilms vs. 
Stanley Company of America. Defendants. And now to wit, this 13th 
day of June, A. D. 1930. 

This cause having come on to be heard on pleadings and proofs and 
having been argued by counsel to the respective parties, upon consid- 
eration thereof, it is ordered, adjudged, and decreed by the Court as 
follows: 

1. That the title of letters patent of the United States, No. 1,607,480, 
@ated Nov. 16, 1926, and to letters patent of the United States No. 
1,466,701, dated Dec. 4, 1923, and to letters patent of the United States 
No. 1,693,071, dated Nov. 21, 1929, and to letters patent of the United 
States No. 1,695,424, dated December 18, 1928, and the title to said in- 
ventions described and claimed in each of said four enumerated letters 
patent is vested in the plaintiff, General Talking Pictures Corporation, 
that the plaintiff, DeForest Talking Pictures Corporation, now owns 
and holds exclusive license rights under each of said letters patent No. 
(as before). 

2. That said letters patent of the United State, B 1,607,480 (the Reis), 
are good and valid in law with respect to claims 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 thereof. 

3. That the defendant, Stanley Co., infringed Claims 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
of said letters patent number (three other than Reis). 

4, That the plaintiff duly recover from defendant, Stanley Co. of 
America, such gains, profits and advantages to which they may show 
themselves jointly or severally entitled and which the defendant has 
» received or made, or which have arisen or accrued to it by reason of 
its infringement and also legally recoverable damages which plaintiffs 
and each of them have sustained by reason of said infringement, the 
amount to be taken and stated and the damages to be assessed by 
proceedings appropriate for such purposes; and 

5. That a perusal injunction be issued in this suit strictly enjoining 
and restraining the said defendant, Stanley Company of America, its 
officers, servants, etc., and each of them for directly or indirectly using 
Or causing to be used the method described in letters patent 1,607,480 
and claimed in Claims 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 thereof, and from otherwise in- 
fringing said letters patent; and 

6. That letters patent of the United States Nos, 1,466,701, 1,923,071 
and 1,695,414 if valid, are not infringed by defendant. 

7. That the bill of complaint be dismissed as to each of said letters 
patent number (three other than Reis), just as to each of said letters 
patent number (three other than Reis just named). 

8. That the defense the defendant is licensed under each of said 
letters patent (same three) has not been sustained. 

9. That the matter of costs, as between the respective parties herein, 
Shall be reserved pending the entry of a final decree in this cause. 

(Signed) HUGH M. MORRIS, JR., 
Judge. 
(Transmitted by Wire) 


%4-Hour Grind at Fox, |FOX-WARNER EXCHANGE 
Frisco, Did $12,000 on | HELD UP IN PHILA. 


Day—But Not a Record Proposed exchange of theatres and 


sections between Fox and Warners 
Hollywood, July 1. was reported yesterday (1) to have 
Fox, San Francisco, experimented 


been held up through Fox's insist- 
Started at 8 in the morning with 


Philadelphia and Newark. Amount 
Special program radio broadcast at 


involved in these two pieces is said 
that time. About 1,000 persons were 


to run into the millions. 
so fi he Warners have shown 
in the house for the milkman’s we tar te 
matinee. 


no disposition to go into the deal 
Receipts for under the Fox imposed conditions. 
Another conference is said to be on 
for this week, with it understood 
Fox will not recede on the property 
buying. 

Exchange deal was to have af- 
fected both circuits in Brooklyn, 
Philadelphia, Newark and Washing- 
ton, 


day were slightly 
better than $13,000, but not a house 
record. 


Colorcraft Dissolves 


Los Angeles, July 1. 

Coloreraft Pictures, Inc., has dis- 
Solved by vote of 400% of the 494 
shares outstanding. Directors were 
Herbert TT. Kalmus, Samuel S. 
Hutchison, J. A. Ball, J. B. Irsfeld, 
and Arthur Alber, 

Colorcraft was the production 
*rganization for Technicolor, pro- 
ducing “The Viking” and several 
shorts. 

incorporation papers were 
led at Sacramento this week for 
Colorcraft Pictures, Inc., with the 
8ame directors. Addresses were all 
given as Los Angeles with the ex- 
peption of Herbert T. Kalmus, Bos- 
_ Mass. Capital stock, $500,000, 
ith $50,000 subscribed. 


- 


~ 


Ath Holiday 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Labor unions okayed three-day 
shutdown over the 4th, but it is 
not certain that all the studios will 
be closed Saturday. 

Warners and First National have 
instructed all employees to report 
for duty Saturday as usual, 


Clarke Back July 10 
Harley L. Clarke, Fox, is due to 
return to New York July 10. He 


is on the other side. 


CRY FOR TALENT 'DeForest Wins Most Important 
Point in Federal Decision on 


The Reis Patent—Appeal Taken 


MAKES 


Every Time Producers Men- 
tion “Shortage” Hundreds 
of Layoffs Chorus “Liars!” 
Demand for “Quality in 
Sea of Mediocre Talent 
Responsible for Condition 


INDIES GIVEN CHILL 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Continuous yelp of the producers 
is “shortage.” Today it’s a short- 
are of story material, tomorrow it 
may be leading men and women, 
and the day after directors—never 
supervisors. 

The moans don’t settle well on 
the stomachs of the Boulevard pa- 
raders who are perennially between 
pictures, but it looks good as ma- 
terial for the publicity boys. At 
that, there is more or less truth to 
the wails on the part of the pro- 
ducers, who consider the shortage 
against quality rather than quan- 
tity. 

There are stories enough extant 
to last the picture business for a 
decade. And the same for players 
of every variety and hue, also di- 
rectors. But now the producers are 
getting fussy—they’re demanding 
quality. 

' It’s another case of “water, water 
everywhere.” For every berth for 
a player or director there are a 
dozen or more answering, and more 
coming in. And yet the producer 
still sticks to his shortage howl. 
Famine of Directors 

Latest famine plea is on direc- 
tors. Answering this cognomen are 
literally hundreds, falling over 
themselves on the boulevard and 
talking of the glories of the past. 

When talkers took the bow the 

(Continued on page 45) 


BOMBING SUIT 
ASKS $300,000 
FROM UNIONS 


Nassers of S. F. Allege 
Over 50 Bombings in 
Their Theatres 


San Francisco, July 1. 

Nasser Brothers, whose Royal 
theatre was bombed here recently 
and the roof partially destroyed, 
and who still have a battle pending 
in the State Supreme Court over 
alleged breach by them of their con- 
tract with the Musicians’ Union, 
have declared war on practically 
every stagecraft union in town. 

Suit for $300,000 damages has been 
filed by Nasser Brothers against 
Musicians’ Union, Motion Picture 
Operators’ Union, Local 162; Inter- 
national Association of Theatre 
Stage Employees, Local 16; The- 
atrical Federation of San Francisco; 
Building Service Employees’ Inter- 
national, No. 9, and Bill Posters’ 
and Billers’ Union, San Francisco 
Local, as well as 30 unnamed de- 
fendants. 

All of these defendants are accused 
by the Nassers of having “caused to 
be placed in the Royal theatre a 
dynamite bomb, which was caused 
to explode shortly after midnight on 
June 1 and caused substantial dam- 
age to property.” 

Superior Judge Goodell set the 
second week in July for hearing the 
case. 

The complaint lists more than 50 
instances in which the defendants 
are alleged to have caused odor 
bombs to be placed in their various 
large neighborhood theatres. 


Construing Decision 


After Judge Morris’ decision 
Saturday in the DeForest- 
Stanley case at Wilmington, 
both Western Electric and 
DeForest in New York issued 
statements considerably at 
variance. 

DeForest, through M. Schles- 
singer, the head man, was dis- 
posed to regard the decision as 
wrapping up the picture in- 
dustry in a neat package and 
presenting it as a gift to the 
DeForest group. 

Western Electric pooh- 
poohed the DeForest interpre- 
tation of the Wilmington deci- 
sion. Its wording in a formal 
statement was: “Western Elec- 
tric’s defense of the Stanley 
Company of America in the 
patent infringement suit 
brought by the DeForest Com- 
pany has been upheld with re- 
spect to every patent except 
one.” 

Schlessinger stresses the one 
exception, the Edgar’ Reis 
patent of 1917, as being the 
key to sound-on-film. 

Three other patents involved 
in the action were disposed of 
by Judge Morris with the 
statement that “if valid, not 
infringed upon by the defend- 
ant” (W. E.). 

This Western Electric inter- 
preted as a partial victory, 
whereas Schlessinger belittled 
their importance either way. 


Schlesinger’s Control 

M. Schlesinger, or the South 
African theatre firm of that 
name, is in control of the De- 
Forest talking picture inter- 
ests. 

To secure control it cost 
Schlesinger about $200,000 in 


cash, That occurred some 
months ago. 
Additionally. Dr. Lee De- 


Forest at the time was re- 
ported to have retained 10% 
of his properties, with a guar- 
antee of $25,000 each year for 
a long term. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Milton Ager. 
Genevieve Tobin. 
Mrs. Harry Cohn 
Walter Hasenclever. 
Edgar Neville. 
Evelyn Laye. 

Dr. Lee De Forest. 


A 


Ralph Farnum, 
George Abbott. 
Lon Chaney. 
Walter Craig. 
Lila Mann. 


Coast Varieties Finished 


Los Angeles, July 1. 

Warners has washed up on Coast 
production of shorts, as planned, 
and starting today (1) all Varieties 
are being made in the east. 

Closing short was “The Victim,” 
with Frank Orth, directed by Del 
Ruth. This was the twelfth writ- 
ten by Clarence Hennecke in the 
last three months. Hennecke turned 
down an offer to go east and con- 
tinue, and will shop around here, 


Cantor Thinks Twice 


Hollywood, July 1. 
Eddie Cantor became $25,000 
richer last week when he sold an 
idea for a screen play to Universal. 


cerns the broad comedy side of 
stock market plunging. 

Cantor is said to have received 
$10,000 from M-G for his thesis on 
“Caught Short.” 


Title is “Selling at Top,” and con-? 


Wilmington, Del., July 1. 
The sweeping claims of Dr. Lee 
DeForest for control of all sound- 


on-film apparatus in his suit here 
against Western Electric through 
the Stanley company, were sus- 
tained by Judge Hugh M. Morris 
on his last day in office. 

Western Electric immediately 
filed an appeal from Judge Morris’ 
decision. 

The decree, which sustains the 
plaintiffs in the vital Reis patent, 
was dated Saturday morning, but 
was not released even to attorneys 
until after Judge Morris left the 
bench yesterday. 

If the decision is upheld 
on appeal the DeForest group will 
be left in a strong position in the 
talking picture field. The doctor .is 
authorized to collect damages on 
the Reis patent, over which most 
of the court battle here was waged. 
Such damages would be immense, 
even though the infringement does 
not include sound on disc, the late 
ter the favorite method of recorde 
ing in the past by the Warners and 
its subsidiaries. 

The Reis patent is numbered 
1,607,480 and covers methods of 
improving sound records. It was 
granted in 1926. The court held it 
valid and infringed by the defend- 
ants, Stanley Co. (W.E.). 

Three other patents, one involv- 
ing methods of controlling light 
variation, granted in 1923; sound 
recording attachments for motion 
picture cameras, granted in 1928, 
and one other minor patent on 
talker apparatus were held not in- 
fringed if valid. These are minor. 
The one involving the general 
talker principle is the Reis patent, 

Opinion 

A condensed version of the de- 
cree follows: 

First, that the title to all pate 
ents is in the general talking pice 
ture corporation. 

Second, that in the Reis letters 
patent all clauses are good and 
valid. 

Third, that the defendant Stanley 
Company of America has infringed 
all clauses of the Reis patent. 

Fourth, that the general talking 

(Continued on page 39) 


Newspapers Best Adv. 
Mediums for Theatres 
Says B&K’s Press Agent 


Chicago, July 1. 
Newspaper advertising is the best 
source of revenue for the B. & K, 
houses, according to W. K. Hc lande- 


er, advertising director of the cir- 
cu't, in a speech at the convention 
of the Chicago-Detroit division of 
Publix. 


All other forms of advertising 
combined do not bring B. & K. the 
returns gotten from the newspapers, 
Hollander declared. His figures 
showed that in 1929 B. & K. spent 
$1,700,000 on advertising $1,150,000 
going to the dailies and $550,000 for 
other forms. 

Hollander announced that B. & K, 
will frown on any commercial tie- 
ups, where the bulk of the expense 
is not shared by the other party. 


Average M. P. Wage $54; 
Increase of 375 im Year 


San Francisco, July 1. 
Walter G. Mathewson, chief of 
the division of ste istics of the De- 
partment of In@ustrial Relations, 
@m: discovered that the average 
weckly earnings of moving picture 
employees between May, 1929, and 
May, 1930, were $54.49. 
He says this is an increase of 
374%% over previous conditions, 
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FOREIGN PRODUCTION TEST 
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Par’s Hungarian Talkers; Language 
Difficulties; UFA’s Wire Troubles 


By E. P. JACOBI 
Budapest, June 20. 
Imre Roboz, co-manager of Vigs- 
zinhaz, now Paramount’s Budapest 
rep. He will superintend distribu- 
tion anc also head the Hungarian 
branch of Paramount’s continental 


productions at Joinville, France, 
Roboz hopes to shoot many outdoor 
pictures in Hungary, where setting 
and scenery seem particularly at- 
tractive (of 18 pictures to be ready 
by October, UFA is making three 
in this country). Salary of $12,000 
a year makes Roboz the envy of his 
poor countrymen. 

Paramount also engaged Tibor 
Hegedus to direct Hungarian ver- 
sions at Joinville. Hegedus was 
engaged producing plays and di- 
recting recitals for the Budapest 
broadcasting station. He gave up 
his job because of complaints he 
engaged artists not strictly on 
their merits. Graft in broadcast- 
ing seems a local specialty. Inves- 
tigations have not been concluded 
as yet, but Mr. Hegedus has the 
benefit of the doubt and in the 
meantime obtained a much better 
post. 

Sylva Film, German studio, is 
also producing a picture in this 
country. “Horseherd Baroness” 
will evidently have to do with a 
stud running wild on the Hunga- 

(Continued on page 34) 


GERMAN 
QUOTA STANDS 


Berlin, July 1. 
The 50 per cent. German contin- 
gent remains as heretofore despite 
all efforts of Kurt Sobernheim, head 
man of the Tobis, and also the gen- 


eral manager of the Commerce and 
Privatbank. Sobernheim, upon his 
return from the Paris patents’ par- 
ley, tried to persuade the German 
Reichs Innen Ministerium (Minister 
of the Interior) to hold off on the 
contingent stipulations. The oniy 
modification was the official deno- 
tation of the contingent under the 
formidable name of the Ermaecht- 
igungsgesetz. 

Principle remains the same and 
only half of the German film market 
is open to foreign pictures. 

The only other modification so 
far as the future is concerned is 
that Dr. Kuhnert, head if the film 
department of the German Reichs 
Innen Ministerium, will have the 
authority to decide on the foreign 
films individually and judge their 
cultural values. He will not figure 
jn the censoring which a separate 
Censor Board handles exclusively, 
but a film doesn’t come up before 
this board until after Dr. Kuhnert 
has okayed it for German kultur 
purposes, 

Meantime, until the Germans’ de- 
cision on the Paris parley, the 
Austrian contingent or quota bill 
is being rejected. 


Pommer of UFA in Paris 
Opines and Effects Deal 


Paris, June 20. 

Erich Pommer, UFA production 
manager, is of the opinion that a 
$500,006 maximum gross can be ob- 
tained by a German talker costing 
$200,000. Pommer is making two 
films, one in German, English and 
Spanish versions; the other, star- 
ring Emil Jannings, only in Ger- 
man. 

While in Paris, Pommer negoti- 
ated a deal to introduce some new 
(French) Louis Nolpas equipment 
in the UFA studios. This equip- 
ment, which is based on a highly 
sensitive photo-cell, is said by ex- 
perts to be a considerable improve- 
ment on Dr. Thirring’s selenophone. 


+ 


MISSIONARY SHORTS 


Will Medically Instruct Chinese Via 
Screen—Dubbing Tongues 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Missionaries have talker. 
Representatives of one of the lead- 
ing denominations are here, with 
talking shorts in view as an ad- 
junct to their missionary work. 
Intention is to make a series of 
shorts to help in the teaching ef 
sanitation and medical work among 
natives, chiefly in China. 
Officials of the sect, which con- 
siders more than half its work of 
a medical nature, see in sound a 
valuable instrument in training na- 
tive nurses. Plan is to shoot the 
films here silently and dubb in the 
languages and dialects. 


SOUND INQUIRY BY 
MAYOR’S COMMITTEE 


Buenos Aires, July 1. 

The Mayor of Buenos Aires has 
increased the scope of the inauiry 
looking into the question of sound 
pictures in their relation to na- 
tional culture and also their rela- 
tion to unemployment of musicians. 
A committee has been formed to 
conduct the study. It will include 
representatives from the Press Club, 
Orchestral Association, native an- 
thors and composers, the Argentine 
Theatre Owners’ Association, Ar- 
gentine film distributors and the 
Argentine Cinesyndicate. 

The Mayor says he wants all in- 
terests directly affected by sound to 
have a part in the deliberations for 
which reason the committee is to 
represent theatre owners as well as 
theatre workers. 


Long-Distance Giggling 


Buenos Aires, July 1 

“Variety's” cable from Paris re- 
porting that David Lewis from the 
M-G-M Madrid office was to be re- 
assigned to South America, got a 
giggle here. Carl Sonin is in charge 
in this territory and is in strong. 

His office phone was kept buzzing 
all day when “Variety” arrived with 
the gagging of friends about the re- 
ported change. Sonin retorted with 
the Mark Twain bon mot, “Report 
is greatly exaggerated.” 


New Canadian Co. 


Trenton, Can. 

Ontario Government picture 
studio here has gained another 
lease of life through its reopening 
for the making of a series of talk- 
ing flilms by a new enterprise, the 
Canadian Motion Picture Co., of 
which Len Humphries is the direc- 
tor. 

Humphries was with Canadian 
International Films which produced 
a Canadian war picture, silent, and 
then passed out, 


2 Denials 
London, July 1. 

Denial is made at the Fox office 
here that the company has bought 
a studio site at Elstree and intends 
to go in for English producing. 

The denial inspired a new version 
—that the site purchase was on be- 
half of Metro-Goldwyn. This also 
is denied. 


Lawrence’s Sister Marries 
Paris, June 20. 

Arthur Fiedelbaum, Metro’s su- 
pervisor in Germany and Norse 
countries, married Jere Lawrence, 
sister of Laudy L. Lawrence, Arthur 
Loew’s special representative for 
Europe. 

Bride’s prrents had come over 
especially from America for the oc- 
casion. The wedding took place at 


the Hotel Majestic here, 


NORWAY FIRST 
TALKERS 


Problem Is to Raise Capital 
for World Distribution— 
Small Home Market 
Alone Can’t Show Profit 
on Product Equal in Cost 
and Quality of American 
Film 


SCANDIA’S 12,000,000 


Copenhagen, July 1. 

Norway is about to embark upon 
its first native talking film produc- 
tion enterprise. A company has 
been formed and has — work at 
Oslo. 

It has announced a program of 
five talkers a year of feature length. 
Company is of small capital, the 
stock being closely held by the 
entrepreneurs. 


The situation” described in Nor- 
way is the first of its kind that has 
come into view on this side and it 
involves typical considerations that 
lend it special interest. 
In the American trade a future 
is visioned in which all the nations 
great or small will try to supply 
native dialog product to its own 
people, but the problem is compli- 
cated. 
Among the smaller nations the 
question is whether a native pro- 
ducer can command sufficient cap- 
ital to make pictures in the first 
place of a quality that could enjoy 
international prestige, and then as- 
semble enough means to undertake 
the world distribution of such prod- 
uct. The capital necessary for such 
an undertaking represents an im- 
pressive figure abroad, but, lacking 
any real test up to date, the in- 
dustry is inclined to the view that 
national picture making cannot be 
approached from any other angle. 
If the foreign small nation’s na- 
tive producer cannot grapple with 
(Continued on page 31) 


Native So. Am. Pictures 
By Syndicate—H. Bates’ 
Claimant on Apparatus 


Buenos Aires, July 1. 


An important local syndicate has 
been formed here by Hector Bates 
and the Messrs Manzanares, who 
say they will produce native sound 
pictures. 


Bates is a technician and claims 
he has the rights to use of an 
American apparatus for recording 
for which he has invented certain 
improvements. 

Concern announces it will begin 
production immediately, 


MAKING FRENCH TALKER 
AT UFA, BERLIN, STUDIOS 


Berlin, July 1. 


Bi-lingual French and German 
talker production is now shifting to 
Berlin’s Hollywoods (Templehof and 
Babelsberg) whereas formerly Ger- 
man companies -used to go to Join- 
ville (outside of Paris) and Elstree 
(London) for the German versions. 

Gaumont-Aubert-Franco has sent 
its Anglo-French director, Max. R. 
de Vaucorbeil, here to Babelsberg to 
do French versions of Ufa talkers 
under an existing international un- 
derstanding between Ufa and 
G-A-F. 

“Three From a Gasoline Station” 
is the first of this ambitious series 
wherein Lillian Harvey will do the 
leads in both the German and 
French and also possibly an English 
version as she is Anglo-German by 
birth. Olga Tschekova, Jean Garat, 
Rene Lefevre and Gaston Jacquet 
in the French; Willy Fritsch, Ger- 
man lead. Thiele, director of 
“Liebeswaltzer,” is on the German 
version. 


A Matter of Accents 


Paris, June 20. 


Importance of a correct accent 
for foreign versions is emphasized 
by the “Benson Murder Case,” 
shown in Spain under the title of 
“Cuerpo del Delito.” 

Antonio Moreno’s 
panned for this. 


accent was 


By Frank Tilley 


London, June 20. 
It’s a scream these days, 
Fleet Street has decided pictures 
are a news angle, how the film men 
go chasing to get a beat on each 
other over anything with a film 
angle, especially if it will run to 
headlines. Surest way to get a good 
break if press-agenting is to spill a 
story exclusively in one daily and 
see all the others and the afternoons 
go chasing for it. Little while ago 
it was the reverse. 
Television Promise 
Baird Television concern promis- 
ing full-size picture television in a 


now 


few weeks. Have been making 
weexly experimental transmissions 
over British Broadcasting Com- 


pany’s stations here, but very few 
listeners have receiving sets. 


Lupino Lane has registered a film 
company with the title of Lupino 
Limited. Douglas Furber, actor, is 
the other director. 

Arthur Levey registered a mort- 
gage on Argosy Film Company, Ltd., 
for $17,850. Levey used to sell Ray- 
art product te Argosy. 

British International (John Max- 
well’s company) tipped to have 
earned enough profit to announce 
10% dividend at forthcoming meet- 
ing. 


Someone Makes Money 
In the welter of promotion frauds 
it is good to see one concern, ftgured 
last October in this paper as a trier, 
making good. This is Filmophone 
Co., floated in December, 1928, with 
a capital of $1,225,000, but hit the 
end of the stock market boom and 


got so little response it was left 
(Continued on page 52) 


British Film Field 


Canada Relents on Sound 
News Cars—Wants Them 


- Toronto, July 1. 
U. S. newsreel sound cars are to 
be allowed to come into Canada 
to shoot any worthwhile event 


without the red tape that has been 
keeping them out of the country to 
date. While the government wanted 
more Canadian items they put a 
huge duty on the expensively 
equipped cars that shoot the news. 

Fact was that the duty was so 
high that Fox was the only one to 
bring in a car. 

Newsreel cars have had a tough 
time getting into Ganada even for 
a couple of days. They have been 
held up at the border numerous 
times so they stayed out. 

Now they have been given the 
same privileges as any U. S. motor- 
ist coming in. 


Foreign Revue Policy 


‘Hollywood, July 1. 

Metro will follow the style for 
the foreignization of its revue, 
“March of Time,” from “Paramount 
on Parade” and Universal’s “King 
of Jazz.” 

“Time” will have editions in Ger- 
man, French and Spanish. Picture 
will go as is for the various foreign 
countries with the exception of 
m. c.’s speaking the different lan- 
guages, plus specialties in the lan- 
guage of the country for which they 
are intended. 


FOX-METRO MAY 
TRY ECONOMY 
CONTINENT 


The Hague, July 1, 

The presence of Harley L, Clarke 
in Paris and certain revisions in 
assignments of Continental map 
agers lately have inspired the be. 
lief that a combination of . the 
Metro-Goldwyn and Fox foreign 
personnel will be in order. 

Object, of course, is the reduction 
of overhead. . Consolidation of the 
two booking offices would effect 
great economies. 

The shifting of Strengholt from 
supervision of Holland for Metro. 
Goldwyn to a like position in Bey. 
lin, is understood to be the first 
move in this direction. Manager 
Parufamet replaces Strengholt. 


TALKER ‘DOUBLES’ HAVE 
NO REDRESS IN BERLIN 


Berlin, June 20+ 

The Berliner Landesarbeitsamt 
(Land Labor Office) has terminated 
a dispute of more than a year’s 
standing dating from the infancy 
of German sound pictures, wherein 
the German courts had to deal for 
the first time with the question of 
“doubles” in sound pictures. . The 
violinist, Andreas Weissgerber, 
played “Paganini” for Tobis, receiv- 
ing 750 marks (about $180) fer aaah 
day. gn 

For a few silent scenes, without 
violin play, Tobis had the role.of 
Paganini portrayed by a “double,” 
an unknown actor, whose acting 


| with his back to the public was, ac- 


cording to Weissgerber’s opinion, 
bound to spoil the artistic effect of 
Weissgerber’s work and his sound 
picture career. He not only dee 
manded compensation for the play- 
ing days of the “double,” but also 
damages to his artistic reputation. 

The court refused this claim for 
compensation but ordered Tobis to 
pay 2,250 marks ($562). At the 
Labor Court Weissgerber demanded 
in lieu of compensation Tobis, in 
future announcements, should make 
it clearly known that the silent 
scenes were played by him person- 
ally. 


On appeal, the court, after ree 
viewing the sound picture, sustain- 
ed Tobis and denied all claims on 


the part of Weissgerber. 


Theatre Owners’ Side 
Makes Committee Think 


Buenos Aires, July 1. 

First session of the committee of 
all film and theatre interests to 
study the talker situation, brought 
out the theatre owners’ side when 
Alvarez, exhibitor, said the autheri- 
ties in their gesture toward cone 
trolling sound pictures were —-™ 
looking something. 

He said there are 
making a living here in pictures 
while the City of Buenos Aires 
alone is collecting $4,000,000 in reve 
enue from the talking picture thea- 
tres. He said ambitious theatre 
building plans are in the formula- 
tive stage and any legislation 
against pictures would halt these 
valuable enterprises. 

A sub-committee was appointed 
to acquaint the Mayor with the 
views of the trade on the situation 
with reference to proposed legisiae 
tion, 
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Emil Shauer on Coast ‘ 
Hollywood, July’ 1." 
Emil Shauer, foreign managef 
Paramount-Publix, has been here 
during the past week incognito. 
His trip is said to be for his 
health. 
Clayton Sheehan Due 
Berlin, July 
Clayton Sheehan, the Fox Conti 


nental gen mgr, is due here nex 
‘week. 
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“VARIETY’S” LONDON OFFICE 
8 ST. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


FOREIGN 


CABLE ADDRESS: VARIETY, LONDON 
Temple Bar 5041-5042 7 


NEWS | 


MOVE FOREIGNS 


UNION CIRCUIT 
AUSTRALIA 
BUY? 


Invasion of Australia by Para- 
mount Publix and possibly other 


Jarge Amétican circuits desiring to 
extend theatre operation to the 
Antipodes, looms with reliable re- 
ports of deals at present declared 
in a more or less premature stage. 

Interest in circuits in Australia 
first manifested itself through ac- 
cess to the books of the various 
operators in that country when the 
distributors forced percentage book- 
ing of pictures on Union, Fullers, 
Hoyts and others. Formerly Aus- 
tralia bought pictures here at flat 
prices for Australia and New Zea- 
land. 

While it is admitted in New York 
‘that Paramount is ready to make 
an offer, if it hasn’t already, to ac- 
quire the Union Theatres string of 
' (Continued on page 34) 


MORAL INSANITY’ BARS 
FU MANCHU,’ GERMANY 


Berlin, July 1. 

'Paramount’s “Return of Dr. Fu- 
Manchu,” German talker versicn, 
was banned by the censors. 

Objection is made to the general 
phases of moral insanity and ow- 
ing to its predominance in the film 
a’ correction thereof through editing 
and cutting may ke impossible. 


Fritz Lang’s First 


Ferlin, July 1. 

Fritz Lang will make his first 
talker for Greenbaum Film _ Co., 
signing this week with Herrmann 
Millakowski, general manager for 
Greenbaum’s. The famous German 
director will use the studio at Els- 
tree (London) for “Dr. Mabuses 
arbe,” commencing shooting the 
end of August. 


BACK TO RUNS 


Hoyt’s Regent, Sydney, Starts With 
“King of Jazz” 


Sydney, July 1. 
Hoyt’s Regent, Sydney, has again 
Switched to the long-run policy, 
Sturting Friday (27) with Univer- 
sal’s “King of Jazz” (U). 


Strengholt, Metro’s New 


Agent in Germany 


Berlin, July 1. 
Strengholt has arrived here as 
Metro’s new German general man- 


ager. He succeeds Arthur Fiedel- 
baum, who will be shifted else- 
where. 


Fiedelbaum is now a brother-in- 
law of Laudy L. Lawrence, Metro’s 
seneral European rep, having mar- 
ried Jere Lawrence, his sister, in 
Paris, a fortnight ago. 


Metro Imports Two 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Metro continues its importation of 
foreign dialog writers. Latest here 
with Culver City contracts are 
Count Berlinga de Duero for Span- 
ish pictures and Walter Hasenclever 
for German. 

A domestic import for the same 
Studio is Aurania Rouberol, who 
wrote the plays “Skidding” and “It 
Never Rains.” She is working on 
an original. 


Cast of Understudies 


Paris, July 1. 
antler 650 performances, the prin- 
— of the original “Topaze” cast 
il taken a vacation with their 

“3 in the hands of understudies. 
lece continues at the Varieties. 


— 


‘All Quiet’ Sensational 
Hit in Australia, with 
‘Serst. Grischa’ Kept Out 


Sydney, July 1, 

“All Quiet on the Western Front” 
(U), is a sensational hit at the 
Royal, Sydney (Hoyt’s-Williamson- 
Tait). 

Meanwhile the censor has forbid- 
den exhibition of “The Case of 
Sergeant Grischa” (Radio), and the 
case will be fought out on appeal to 
the censor board. The Fullers had 
planned to put the picture in for a 
long run in Melbourne. 

This particular banning is a good 
deal of a mystery, since “All Quiet” 
got by the censor. 


SOVIET FILMS 
INTO GERMANY 


Berlin, July 1. 

Schwedschikoff, leader of the 
Soviet Russian film industry, is due 
here shortly to organize the German 
distribution of his companies. 

Will establish exchanges in Ber- 
lin and in key cities throughout 
Germany, Austria and Hungary. 


Amsterdam Dull 


Amsterdam, July 1. 

Cinema business generally has 
never been so dull. “Wolf of Wall 
Street” (Par) at the Tuschinski 
was received with overwhelming ac- 
claim by the reviewers, but the 
public is listless about it. 

“Phantom of the Opera” (U) is 
being held over for a prolonged en- 
gagement and doing very well. 

Revival of ‘“Niblungen” at the 
Rembrandt theatre attracted small 


attendance. 
Cabarets and dance places are 
dying. Flemming’s jazz band at the 


Carre called off its engagement, due 
to lack of interest. 


REVIVALS CLICK 


“Jazz Singer” and “Phantom of the 
Opera” Oke 


Amsterdam, July 1. 
Of the new pictures, “Jazz Singer” 
at the Royal Cinema, on a revival, 
is in its fourth big week. “Dream 
of Love” (silent) at the Tuschinshi 
is also quite successful and another 


revival, Universal's “Phantom of 
the Opera” (sounded) is doing ex- 
cellently. 


The German Defu-Film, ‘“Herzen's 
Photograph” (Heart’s Photograph), 
is only moderate at the Rembrandt 
as is another German sound-syn- 
chronized picture, “Volga-Voiga” at 
the Corso-Cinema, 


London Piccadilly’s New 
Policy Flops Fast 


London, July 1. 

The 1,100 capacity Piccadilly 
which went cinema-variety June 16 
concludes its new policy July 6, 
after a disastrous venture into the 
picture field. House lost $16,000 on 
its first week and around $5,000 
during its second week. 

The small capacity, large over- 
head and paucity of suitable film 
product, coupled with the Picca- 
dilly’s invasion of the new field at 
a most critical time of the season, 
combined into a speedy flop. 

The cost of keeping the Piccadilly 
dark will be around $2,000 weekly. 


Quick Conference 


Following a brief visit here to 
confer with Joseph M. Schenck and 
Arthur W. Kelly, foreign manager, 
Maurice Silverstone sailed Satur- 
day (28) to return to London on the 
“Mauretania.” 

Silverstone 
of United Artists, 
here on a periodic 
the English markets. 


is managing director 
Ltd., and came 
trip to discuss 


EUROPE 


VERSIONS 
THERE 


Multi-Lingual Production in 
U. S. Has Too Many 
Drawbacks, Studios Agree 
—Paramount Leads Way 
with European Production 
of All Foreigns but Span- 
ish—Others Following 


IMPORTS DISAPPOINT 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Seventy-five percent of all foreign 
version production by this country’s 
major studios will be in Europe 
within six months, with a proba- 
bility of all foreign filming shifted 
there within a year. 

This is the unanimous viewpoint 
of the execs here after a six months’ 


wrestle with the multi-lingual rack- 
et, plus all the headaches of finding 
talent, sifting out the jealousies and 
trying to abide by the immigration 
requisites. 

With Paramount already estab- 
lished to handle all its foreign pro- 
duction in Europe, with the excep- 
tion of Spanish and a Chevalier 
opus occasionally, the remainder of 
the majors admit this concern out- 


(Continued on page 76) 


COMEDIES AND 
COMEDIANS 
SAYS 


Laurel - Hardy Shorts 
Drawing Capacity in 
Buenos Aires 


Buenos Aires, July 1. 

Metro’s Laurel and Hardy shorts 
continue here their triumphs in 
Europe, particularly Spain, with 
their shorts. Capitol here is stead- 
ily capacity with one of their short 
subjects as the lure. 

Comedies and comedians are a 
riot everywhere they appear here. 
Metro’s “The Green Ghost” (“Spectre 
Vert’) is doing very well at the 
Grand Splendide, the first talker in 
French shown here. 

(Metro made the “Green Ghost” 
in Hollywood, but used for it an 
imported French star, Andre 
Luguet, from the Comedie Fran- 
caise. Director also was French, 
Jacques Feyder.) 

“Anna Karenina” (Par) 
tinues doing well, having just 
passed its 50th performance. On 
that occasion the owner of the 
Paris theatre played host to the 
newspaper reviewers at a cham- 
pagne dinner, according to an old 
Spanish custom. 

“It’s a Great Life” (Metro-Dun- 
ean Sisters) still doing business 
here in general release. 

“Simba” (Martin Johnson) is 
breaking house records at the Cine 
Suipacha, capacity its first week. 

Paramount's business generally 
good, with trade in Fox product 
steadily improving in this territory. 
“Song of Kentucky” is playing 
three local houses simultaneously. 
John McCormack’s “Song of My 
Heart” is announced for this month. 

“Captain of the Guard” (U) is 
holding trade moderately well and 
“On With the Show” (WB) is liked 
at Glucksmann’s Palace. 

“Puttin’ on the Ritz” (U.A.) is 


con- 


due next week, supplanting ‘Alibi’ 
(U. A.) current, 


> 


Swing Away in Buenos Aires from 
Am. S. & D. Talkers—Going for Silents 


Specially Designed 3,000 
Seat House Anticipates 
Wide Film in Paris 
Paris, July 1. 
New 3,000-seat cinema will be 
erected by Jacques Haik. 
Slopes and width of balconies will 


provide for the eventual advent of 
wide film. 


ENGLAND AFTER 
STUFF 


London, July 1. 

The producer and_ distributor 
chiefs from the States, now engaged 
in a sound patent conference in 
Paris, are trying to get Will Hays 
to come to London and attempt a 
settlement of difficulties in Eng- 
land between distributors and ex- 
hibitors. 

They especially want him to deal 
with the threat of the showmen to 
cease all booking of picture dates 
from Sept. 1 unless score charges 
are discontinued and the high per- 
centage system is changed. 

One of the gags of the exhibitor 
squawks is that while the theatre 
men are in their summer conven- 
tion and making dire threats over 
percentages and guarantees, many 
are making contracts for “All Quiet 
on the Western Front” and “King 
of Jazz” (both Universal) on terms 
of 50 and 60% and high guarantees. , 


SACCO-VANZETTI FILM 
WITH SOVIET REALISM 


Leningrad, July 1. 

The Sacco-Vanzetti case will be 
the theme of an ambitious picturi- 
zation by the Leningrad branch of 
Sovkino. Film will trace the biog- 
raphies of the two Italians, based 
on the book, “The Life and Death 
of Sacco and Vanzetti,” written by 
an American journalist. 

Eugene Lyons several years ago 
translated it into German, Italian, 
Russian and other languages. 
Lyons, who is on a newspaper as- 
signment in Russia, signed a con- 
tract giving Sovkino screen rights 
to his book. Besides the U. P. chief 
correspondent in Moscow, Lyons is 
“Variety” correspondent in Soviet 
Russia. 


Egypt’s Native Silent 


Cairo, July 1. 
Project of making a native talk- 
ing picture under government sub- 
sidy having failed to materialize, 
the Nile Company has been formed. 
It is now producing a silent fea- 
ture entitled “The Midnight. Crime.” 


McCormack Film Gets 
6 Weeks in London 


London, July 1. 

The Piccadilly theatre, which 
adopted the picture and vaudeville 
policy a fortnight ago, will end that 
scheme July 5. 

“Rose of My Heart” (Fox), with 
John McCormack, will end its run 
at the Prince Edward July 6 after 
six weeks, 


B. I.’s U. S. Rep 
London, July 1. 

Capt. Auten, who handled Prich- 
ard & Williams’ “White Cargo” film 
in the States, has been appointed 
sole American representative in 
America for product of British In- 
ternational. 


Buenos Aires, July 1. 

Conspicuous success of Metro- 
Goldwyn’'s “Anna Karanina” (silent) 
Suggests several things about the 
film situation here. 

Inference seems fairly plain there 
is a reaction away from the kind 
of dialog pictures supplied by the 
American trade and toward silents. 

It seems to be plain the fans are 
getting tired of the backstage story 
and it is very plain indeed that 
international versions are failing to 
reach their objective of supplying 
native dialog. Dubbed versions in 
Spanish have fared badly and even 
pictures painstakingly made in ver- 
sions for this market have not done 
well. 

“It's a Great Life” (M-G-M) is 
going over nicely. “Gold Diggers of 
Broadway” (WB) is liked for its 
songs and its spicy sequences, but 
the fans for some reason razzed 
Nick Luca in “Gold Diggers.” It 
is current at the Palace. “Say It 
With Songs” (WB) liked, but no 
smash, while “Captain of the 
Guard” (U) not particularly hot. 

“Charming Sinners” (Par) a dis- 
tinct hit. 


SOUND PLAYS HAVOC 
IN VIENNA; 100 SHUT 


Vienna, July 1. 

Talkers’ popularity, even with the 
novelty of sound now wearing off, 
hit more than 100 Vienna picture 
houses a solar plexus wallop forcing 
them summarily out of business as 
the direct result of the advent of 
sound. These are small houses from 
300 capacity up which, with the ar- 
rival of hot weather, have averaged 
less than $10 gross receipts daily. 

In the old silent days, these shoot- 
ing galleries could just about man- 
age to pay the Socialist amusement 
taxes and make ends meet. 

Vienna now has 36 wired houses 
and there are 25 more in the Aus- 
trian provinces. Not all of these are 
making money because now, with 
the novelty worn off, they’re flock- 
ing to the best pictures, and even 
some of the wired theatres are con- 
templating a summer recess, 


New Zealand Holds Out 
‘Western Front’—Appeal 


Sydney, July 1. 
The New Zealand censor has 
banned “All Quiet on the Western 
Front” from exhibition. 
An appeal has keen lodged and 
the case will be fought to a final 
test. 


“DESERT SONG” BIG 


South Africa Likes Technicolor 
Operetta—SRO Biz 


Capetown, July 1. 
“Desert Song,” Warners’ Techni- 
color operetta, scored a big hit here 
and is drawing capacity to the 
African Theatres’ houses. 
Opened sensationally at the Bijou, 
Johannesburg, where it got its start. 


Famous Opera as Talker 
In Several Languages 


Berlin, July 1. 

Richard Hirschfeld, local film 
man, has bought the world’s sound- 
sereen rights to Pietro Mascagni’s 
opera, “Cavalieria Rusticana.” 

May make it with French, Ger- 
man and English librettos in addi- 
tion to the Italian. 


Messter Resigns 


Berlin, July 1. 
Oskar Messter has resigned from 
the Tobis executive council. 
Messter is the senior personality 


in the German film industry. 
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8 VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, July 2, 1939 


Byrd Film Starts Lightly at 


Rialto, $32,300—“McGrew’ at Par, 
$52,700 Bad and Roxy $72,300, Worse 


Closed houses and low grosses for 
those remaining open was the story 
of Broadway last week. Only il 
box offices were doing business in 
contrast to 18 or 20 during the 


regular season. Those in camphor 
for July with no attractions or 
dates set are the Hollywood, War- 
ners, Gaiety, Criterion and _ the 
usual assortment of legits, 


Pathe has the Cohan for three 
weeks, “Swing High” at 50-75, hav- 
ing experienced the hazards of try- 
ing for $2 during the summer with 
“Mother’s Boy” in the same house 
last July. 

Film bookings for the next sev- 
eral weeks will witness a recep- 
tivity of circuit houses to outside 
product. Pathe’s “Holiday” opens 
tomorrow (3) at the Rivoli, and a 
week later a Metro picture will be 
seen for the first time in the Roxy 
when “Rogue Song” goes in. Couple 
of Universal pictures and one Tif- 
fany are also on the Roxy line-up. 


In the general depression last 
week the Capitol’s $79,200 with 
“Caught Short” was mountainous. 

Despite opening simultaneously 
with Admiral Byrd’s arrival in 
New York, Paramount’s pictorial 
record of his South Pole trip failed 
to click locally. At $32,300 for an 
opening week at the ‘deally situated 
Rialto that’s an out-and-out bad 
boy, even in summer. 


High among the disappointments 
was “Dangercus Nan McGrew,” the 
Helen Kane picture, which flounder- 
ed in the Paramount for $52,700, 
perilously close to the low record 
for the house. It seemed to be an- 
other case of the public not “get- 
ting” satire. 


Gilda Gray’s personal appearance, 
like the personal appearance the 
week before of Madame Schumann- 
Heink did not translate itself into 
coin at the Roxy. Experience with 
“names” at the Roxy has not been 
fortunate in the several instances 
on file. ‘Movietone Follies” cur- 
rent avith Miss Gray was generally 
panned at $72,300, far from fancy. 


Estimates For Last Week 


Astor — “Big House” (Metro) 
(1,120; $1-$2) (2d week). Opened 
Tuesday night (24) and generally 
favorable notices. Prison picture’s 
killings and realism not figured 
good for feminine draw but $18,000 
claimed for first five days, which 
is big. Astor has advantage of re- 
frigeration. 


Capitol—‘“Caught Short” 
(4,620; 35-50-75-$1.50). 
solid at $79,200 against heat; 
ever. 


Central — “Western Front” 
(910; $1-$2.50) (10th week). Off 
little to $18,800, slightly over 
capacity. Ability to hold up in heat 
in breezeless house remarkable. 

Cohan — “Swing High” (Pathe) 
(1,400; 50-75) (2d week). Opened 
Thursday and generally well no- 
ticed. Over week-end got $4.600. 

Embassy — ‘“Newsreel House” 
(Fox-Hearst) (568: 25). Off same, 
so maybe under $8,000. Critictsm 
on holding over clips into new week. 
Saturday had six items from pre- 
vious Saturday. Advertising short 
for Northern Pacific slipped in this 
week. 

Globe — “She’s My Weakness” 
(Radio) (1,065; 35-50-75). Juvenile 
story and leads panned. Around 
$7,000. Poor for continuous policy. 

Paramount—“Dangerous Nan Mc- 
Grew” (Par) (3,665; 65-85-$1). Pub- 
lic and critics both divided sharply 
on this one. Some hailed it as in- 
spired tomfoolery while others re- 
garded it as merely silly. Box of- 
fice verdict was $20,000 under pre- 
vious week with another comedy, 
“Social Lion,” so the silly idea 
seemed to prevail. Currently Buddy 
Rogers is appearing personally; 
$52.700. Pretty low. 

Rialto — “With Byrd at South 
Pole” (Par) (2,000: 40-65-85-$1) 
(2d week). Started with $32,300, 
very poor. Matinee business con- 
siderably better proportionately 
than nights. Great exploitation be- 
hind Antarctic picture but couldn’t 
show real draw. 

Rivoli—“‘The Bad One” (UA) (2,- 
200; 40-65-85-$1) (3d week). Ed- 
mund Lowe equally featured with 
Dolores Del Rio. Three weeks will 
be ample. Second week $25,200. 
Pathe’s “Holiday” opens Thursday 
(3) following Wednesday’s preview 
in Criterion. 

Roxy—‘“Movietone Follies” (Fox) 
(6,205; 75-$1.50). Second edition of 
revue slammed and without b. o. 
names. Gilda Gray on _ stage; 
$72,300, pretty low. 

Strand—‘“‘Hold Everything” (WB) 
(2,900; 35-50-75) (2d, final week). 


(Metro) 
Pretty 
held 


(U) 


Holdover worth $22,700, making nice 
fortnight of $55,000. 

Winter Garden—‘“Numbered Men” 
(WB) (1,416; 35-85-$1) (3d week). 
Has done fairly well. 
$19,500. 
July 10. 


Last week 


“Dawn Patrol” next, due 


a 


NABORHOODERS GOING 
DARK IN MONTREAL 


Montreal, July 1, 
(Draw Pop, 600,000) 
Weather: Very hot 


Extreme heat and provincial holi- 
day with big street processions 
Tuesday did little to help grosses 
at main stems which all slumped. 
Some biz came in from tourists 
but not enough to overcome gen- 
eral apathy. 

Loew’s ran a Buster Keaton fea- 
ture in “Free and Easy,” and got 
away in front of the big three with 
around. $15,500. 

His Majesty’s, 1,600-seater legit 
house recently wired, took the big 
gross of the week with $17,000 for 
“Western Front” and will hold film 
second week. At $1.50 top, satis- 
factory. 

Palace showed “Song of Flame” 
and could only collect around $15,- 
000. “Safety in Numbers” at Cap- 
itol, though better by $2,000 than 
previous week, below hopes (with 
Buddy Rogers) at $13,000. Princess 
on 3d week of “Journey’s End” 
bright spot in general tumble of 
grosses, with $7,000, making a total 
for the three weeks of $35,000 on 
low prices and small house. Im- 
perial so-so at $7,500 for “Melody 
Man.” Roxy had success of es- 
teem with “Joan of Arc.” 
Neighborhoods fell off and begin- 
ning to close down for summer, 
about half-a-dozen going dark. 

Estimates for Last Week 
His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50- 
$1.50) “Western Front” (U) Ca- 
pacity first three days, then felt 
effect of heat. $17,000 best gross 
in town and very good. Held over. 
Palace (FP) (2,700; 40-75) “Song 
of the Flame” (FN) Took around 
$15,000; light for this house. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 40-75) “Safe- 
ty in Numbers” (Par) Buddy 
Rogers pulled in a few at start 
but house slumped later. $13,000, 
much below expectations. 

Loew’s (FP) )3,200; 35-65) “Free 
and Easy” (M-G-M) Buster Kea- 
ton filled house and excellent vaude 
held up receipts. $15,500, very good. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 35-55) 
“Journey’s End” (Tiff) (3rd week.) 
Picked up $7,000 and totaled $35,000 


for the three weeks. Satisfac- 
tory. 
Imperial (FP) (1,900; 35-60) 


“Melody Man” (Col) felt general 
apathy with rest of main stems. 
$7,500, below average. 

Roxy (Ind) (600; 50 “Joan of 
Arc” (French) Got big notices local 
press and held over. 


BANKS CLOSING THREW 
CINCY INTO HYSTERIA 


Cincinnati, July 1. 
(Draw Pop. 700,000) 
Weather, Warm 


Theatres took it on the chin last 
week. Hottest of season. General 
hysteria also, caused by closing of 
second local bank in two weeks, 
with public concerned in withdraw- 
ing their moneys from’ various 
depositories when wild rumors cir- 
culated that more banks would shut. 
Confidence regained when leading 
banking institutions of Cincy issued 
combined statement that no mor=2 
banks would close. Then followed 
another run of depositors to bank 
their savings. 

Bigrest drop in gross2s was at 
Shubert, where “All Quiet” did 
about half of what it did the week 
before. 

Patronage at Albee, Palace, Capi- 
tol and Lyric holds up best, they 
being only cooled theatres. 

“Puttin’ on Ritz” fell below ex- 
pectation, with Harry Richman, 
Cincinnati product. 

Jack Oakie was screen niagnet at 
Albee with stage show above usual. 


Estimates for Last Weex 


Albee (R-K-O)—(3,500; 35-75). 
“The Social Lion” (Par); vaude. 
$24,500. 

Capitol (R-K-O)—(2,000; 30-50). 


“The Bad One” (UA), 311,000. 

Lyric (R-K-O)—(1,400: 30-50. 
“The Cuckoos” (Radio), $9,509. 

Palace (R-K-O)—(2,700: 39-59. 
“Puttin’ on Ritz’ (UA), $8,200. 
| Shubert (2,200; 50-$2).— ‘Western 
Front” (U), $6,500. 

Keith’s (R-K-O)—(1,500; 30-50). 
“Dumbbells in Ermine’ (WB), $3,- 
200. 

Strand (R-K-O)—(1,350; 30-50). 
“Rough Romance” (Fox), $3,360. 

Family (R-K-O)—(1,140; 30-49). 
“Dr. Fu Manchu” (2d run) (Par); 
$3,300. 

Grand (Erlanger)—(1,400; 25-50). 
“Wild Game” film, $2,500. 


HONORED 
Again the honor of association 
with world’ celebrities fell to 


MEYER DAVIS when one of his 
famous ‘orchestras, directed by JOE 
MOSS, played for the banquet given 
to Admiral Richard E. Byrd on 
his return to the United States, 
June nineteenth, at the HOTEL 
ASTOR. 


DENVER GROSSES UP, 
WITH INTENSE HEAT 


Denver, July 1. 
(Draw Pop. 400,000) 
Weather, Hot 


In spite of intense heat, grosses 
much better last week. 
“So This Is London” at the 
Aladdin was good for several stand- 
outs. 
Forty miniature golf courses are 
running here now but the grosses 
of some of the houses prove that 
if the people want to see the at- 
traction they will go regardless of 
the corner-lot pool tables. 
Estimates for the Week 

Tabor (Bennett) (2,200; 25-35-60- 
75) “Song of Flame” (FN). Stage 
show drew kids. But with child- 
ren’s prices at 15c didn’t break any 
records. Better than previous week. 
$10,500. 

Huffman’s Aladdin (1,500; 35-50- 
75) “So This:‘Is London” (Fox). Had 
to run till midnight to accommodate 
crowds. Better than past weeks. 
$10,000. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-35-60) 
“The Divorcee” (MGM). Too much 
competition, $18,600. 

Huffman’s America (1,500; 20-30- 
40) “Fox Follies.” Over average. 
$4,000. 

Rialto (Publix) (1,040; 
“Hell’s Harbor.” Average. 


UFA FILM YANKED AFTER 
TWO DAYS IN NEWARK 


Newark, N. J., July 1. 
(Drawing Population, 856,0U0) 
Weather: Hot 
The second week of hot weather 
did not generally hit so badly as 
week before and several houses re- 
covered from their slump. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Branford (WB) (2,350; 25-50-65) 
—‘Safety In Numbers” (Par). Stage 


20-40-50) 
$3,100. 


show. New m. c. Eddie Garr; $22,- 
400. 
Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35- 


50)—‘““I'he Divorcee”’ (M-G-M). Over 
twice gross of week before; $6,200. 

Little (Newark M. P. Guild) (299; 
30-50-60)—“Heavenly Bodies” (Ufa) 
yanked after two days, succeeded 
by “Richtofen” (Ufa); $2,300. 

Loew’s State (2,800; 3S0(-50-60)— 
“In Gay Madrid” (M-G-M). Vaude. 
Not so hot; $13,000. 

Mosque (WB) (3,281; 25-50-65)— 
“Numbered Men” (FN). Good gain 
but disappointing. Eight days, $16,- 
400. 

Playhouse (436; 30-50-75)—‘“Mov- 


ietone Follies of 1930” (Fox). 
Amusements. Poor week; $2,300. 
Rialto (WB) (1,762; 25-60)—‘“In 
Next Room” (FN). All right for 
5 days; $5,200. 
R-K-O Proctor’s (2,650; 25-50- 
60)—“The Fall Guy” (Par). Vaude. 


Baby Rose Marie packed them in 
matinees; $15,000. 


Tacoma’s $16,700 


Tacoma, July 1, 
(Drawing Population, 125,000) 
Weather, Warm 
Better than average shows made 
biz above average last week. 
Estimates for Last Week 


R-K-O-Pantages (R-K-O) (1,- 
500; 25-50) “Lummox” (UA); 
$5,300. 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 
50)—“Captain of the Guard” (U). 
Good week; $4,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,250; 25-35-50)—. 
“So This Is London” (Fox); $4,800. 

Colonial (Fox)—“Safety In Num- 


bers” (Par); $2,100. 


‘Journey's End Too Soon After Fron 


In Balto.—8 Days at Aud, $5, 


WILL ROGERS HIMSELF 
AND ON SCREEN IN MINN. 


Minneapolis, July 1. 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 
Weather: Hot 


Local showhouses were back in 
the box office bear market last week. 
After a short stretch of compara- 
tive prosperity, grosses dropped all 
along the line. 

Soaring temperatures and lack of 
super screen attractions helped to 
put old man depression in the sad- 
dle again. Even the cooling sys- 
tems, hitherto always a sure-fire 
draw at this season of the year, are 
losing their pulling power in the 
face of widespread unemployment. 

Best picture bet was “Devil's 
Holiday” at the Minnesota. Its 
gross was nothing to get excited 
about, but it kept the Publix’s big 
ace house in the black. “Richest 
Man in the World,” at the Century, 
also well liked but returns negli- 
gible. 

With Will Rogers in person and 
on the screen in “So This Is Lon- 
don” at the Minnesota and “With 
Byrd at the South Pole” on view 
at the Century, this week is ex- 
pected to tell a different story. It 
takes such exceptional offerings to 
draw ’em in nowadays. 


Estimates for Last Week 
Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)— 


“The Devil's Holiday” (Par) and 
Publix unit stage show, “Sunny 
Days.” Picture stirred all sorts of 
favorable comment. Stage show 
pleased. Around $23,400. 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 75)— 
“Richest Man in the World” (M- 


G-M). No names that spelled box- 
office. but picture gave best of satis- 
faction and deserved more of a play 
from the public. Stiff scale at this 
house, hot weather and bad times; 
$4,800. Poor. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 60)—‘“Ari- 
zona Kid” (Fox). Picture and sur- 
rounding screen program won favor. 
Customers, however, remained away. 
$7,100. Poor. 

R-K-O Orpheum (2,890; 50)— 
“The Runaway Bride” (Radio) and 
vaude. Not a thing on stage or 
screen that meant a thing to the 
box office.. Picture poor. $8,500. 
Good enough under circumstances 
and reflected hustling and live-wire 
business getting methods of bunch 
now directing theatre’s destiny. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,200; 40)—‘Show 
Girl” (FN). Reaction to picture 
seemed favorable, but turnstiles 
failed to click. $3,200. Bad. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 35)—‘“The 
Girl in Show” (M-G-M). Not so 
hot and business likewise. $2,006. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)— 
“Caught Short” (M-G-M, ist half; 
“Gay Madrid” (M-G-M). 2d loop 
runs. $2,400. Fair. 


DOG RACING CLOSED 
HELPS LOUISVILLE 


Louisville, July 1, 
(Draw Pop, 500,000) 
Weather Warm 


Last week showed no improve- 
ment over previous takes, in spite of 
the closing Wednesday night of the 
summer season of dog races across 
dhe Ohio in Indiana, drawing be- 
tween 10,000 and 15,000 people every 
night. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Alamo (4th Ave) (1,100; 40).— 
“Those Who Dance” (Fox). Monte 
Blue makes another stab at audibles 
but draws little blood. $2,300. 

Mary Anderson (R-K-O) (1,387; 30- 


50)—“The Social Lion” (Par). For 
once this house handed a natural 
and take very satisfactory. A few 


more like this one and the patrons 
will regain their almost lost habit 
of p+ sees the Mary Ann box office. 
2,400. ‘ 

Brown (Brown) (1,509; 15-25-40) 
—‘Framed” (Radio). Evelyn Brent 
did very good work as the gangster’s 
girl. Cut in admissions also helped 
out to $2,700; better than average. 

Rialto (R-K-O) (2,940; 30-50)— 
“Safety in Numbers” (Par). Didn’t 
hold up as well as Rogers’ others. 
$3,400. 

State (Loew) (3,252; 35-50)—“The 
Bad One” (UA). Not exceptional at 
$9,300. 

Strand (4th Ave.) (1,785; 30-50)— 
“Fox Follies of 1930” (Fox). Not 
nearly as good as the 1929 edition 
and patronage same. $4,400. 


$300,000 Per for Rogers 


Hollywood, July 1. 
Charley Rogers is reported get- 
ting $300,000 per negative from 
Radio Pictures. 


He has a deal for four pictures. 


Baltimore, July 1, 


(Draw. Pop., 850,000) ¢ 
Weather: Hot 

Shutters are up at three aovill 
town houses (Rivoli, Hippodrome 


and Little), and the Auditorium, de 
luxe, dollar topper, has adopted q 
grind policy at 50c. for the hot 
months, 


A new adjustment of the Loew 
circuit makes this town the head. 
quarters of a division extending 
from Buffale to Norfolk and includ. 
ing Pittsburgh. Harry Long, new 
division manager, is here establish. 
ing office, which is separate from 
that of H. P. Kingsmore, genera] 
manager of Loew Baltimere houses, 

Heat cut in on b. o. intakes gen- 
erally last week. Century was off 
with “Back Pay,” the New was un. 
der par with second week of “So 
This Is London,” “Cockoos” was fair 
at Keith’s, and “Courage” no riot at 
the Rivoli. 

Outstanding were the Stanley 
with “Devil’s Holiday,” and the upe 
town Parkway with “Big Pond.” 

Estimates for Last Week 


Stanley (Loew, Stanley-Crandall) 
(3,600; 25-60). Drew fine notices 
and ditto biz. Okay at $20,000. 

Century (Loew)—‘“Back Pay” (3,« 
200; 25-60). Didn’t click. Stage 
show, “Step Lively,” light summer 
show with no big flash. Slap-stick 
registered. $15,000. 

Valencia (Loew)—“Show Girl 
(1,200; 25-35). First run in elevator 
house. Weather and competition 
hurt. Just fair. 

Parkway (Loew)—“Big Pond” (1,« 


000; 25-35). Weather no handicap, 
$4,500. 
Rivoli (Wilson)—“Courage” (2,- 


100; 25-60). Weather and lack of 
cooling system held gross way down 
here, Seven days, as show was held 
over for closing Saturday (house 
dark for July). $5,000. 

Auditorium (Schanbergers)— 
“Journey’s End” (1,572; 25-$1). 
Booked in too soon after ‘“Westefn 
Front.” Last week (8 days), $5,000, 
House went on new summer policy 
Monday. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) — “The 
Cuckoos” (2,500; 25-50). Pretty fair 
average for hot weather and stiff 
competition. $7,000. 

New (Mechanic)—“So This Is Lon- 
don” (1,500; 25-50). Second, final 
week. Fair at $6,000. 


NEW PAR, PROVIDENCE 
GOT $17,000 IN 1ST WK. 


Providence, July 1. 
(Drawing Population, 315,000) 
Weather: Hot 


A week of ups and downs. Only 
two houses got big money. All 
dropped below average and blamed 
it on the weather. 

Paramount was the biggest thing 
in town. It was opening week for 
this house and nearly $17,000 for 
this 2,200-seater. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Loew’s State (3,500; 20-50)— 
“Lady of Scandal” (M-G-M). Alle 
talking bill. Fans kinda disappoint- 
ed in feature although some raves. 
Despite opening of new theatre and 
alibis about heat, $20,000. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50)— 
“Young Man of Manhattan” (Par). 
Corking good show for opening of 
new house. $17,000 reported. Ex- 
cellent, considering new house has 
only 200 more seats than the Strand, 
which was renovated by Publix. 
Old house never went over $14,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
“The Texan” (Par). Feature pane 
ned. Below average at $9,000. 


R-K-O Victory (1,600; 15-50)-— 
“Lucky In Numbers” (Par). Well 
under average all week; $7,500. 

R-K-O Albee (2,500; 15-60) 
“Fall Guy” (Radio). Vaude. Bee 
low average at $9,000. 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-50)—‘“Prince of 


Diamonds.” Vaude. Ballyhooed 
carnival week. Quiet at $7,500. 


Western Beats Out ‘Free 
And Easy’ on Split Week 


Topeka, July 
(Drawing Population, 85,000) 
It took “The Cuckoos” to bring 
the Grand back to the right side 
last week after the slump of two 
weeks. Theatre closes July 5 fF 
three weeks. “Rogue Song” didn't 
click any too hard. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Grand (1,400; 50) (Fox)—“The 
Cuckoos” got big draw of week; 
$3,600. i 
Jayhawk (1,500; 50) (Fox)—‘“The 
Texan” first picture in months to 
get the big end of week in_ first 
three days, beating “Free and Easy 
last half by $500, Total box, $3,800 
Novelty (1,200; 50) 
Song” (Metro). $1,400. Not 8° 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 9 


In Tough Week Hometown Follies’ on 
Stage Got Penn, Ptshgh., Big $30,000 


A 


Pittshurgh, July 1. 
(Draw Pop., 1,000,000) 
Weather—Hot 


Combination of poor pictures and 
stifling weather turned the local 
rialto into a red panic last week. 
Another thing that the seven days 
just passed proved was that Pitts- 
burgh is Washed up-with operettas 
and revues: 

“Golden Dawn” took it on the chin 
at the Warner and “King of Jazz’ 
did a murderous floppo at Stanley. 
The Whiteman spectacle, heavily 
pallyhooed, never got started, and 
Warner ace de luxer here slid under 
$20,000, terrible for this site. War- 
ner closed for summer with “Dawn 
and ex-Hammerstein stage piece 
went the way of all recent operettas, 
barely getting $10,000 for eight days. 
Picture opened Friday and closed 
following Saturday, with house pull- 
ing up the shutters for some much- 
needed repairs. Reopens latter part 
of August, probably with vaud- 
film. 

Only stand in town to turn a 
profit for week was Penn, and biz 
there credited to stage rather than 
screen. House staged ‘Greater 
Pittsburgh Follies,” unit composed 
entirely of home talent, with Wes- 
ley Eddy, only outsider, as m. c., and 
youngsters caught the _ regulars’ 
fancy. Screen had “Florodora Girl,” 
but picture rated only mild draw, 
so a sizzling $30,000, good here in 
any season, goes into the in-the- 
flesh ledger. 

Sally O'Neil and Molly O’Day in 
person, with their latest picture, 
“Sisters,” at Harris, meant little, 
although they did manage to bring 
in about a grand above house’s re- 
cent average. Around $5,000. This 
site lately has been over-estimated. 
“Devil's Holiday,” after nice week 
at Stanley, was sent into Enright, 
Warner de luxer in East Liberty, 
and surprised by turning in pre- 
sentable $9,000. Figured picture’s 
nice reception downtown and re- 
sultant word-of-mouth helped 
neighborhood engagement. Aldine 
couldn’t better $6,000 with “Border 
Legion” and Sharkey - Schmeling 
fight picture, while Sheridan Square 


slipped to $3,800 with “The Fall 
Guy.” 
“All Quiet” weakened in fourth 


week at Pitt. Under $9,000 and 
scrams shortly, probably after two 
more weeks. At that, figure isn’t 
bad for non-refrigerated house and 
in this sweltering weather. Nights 
still fairly big, but mats almost less 
than nothing. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Aldine (Loew’s) (1,900; 35-50)— 
“Border Legion” (Par). Sharkey 
fight pictures plenty weak at under 
$6,000. Too many westerns at this 
house lately. 

Enright (WB) (3,700; 25-35-40-60) 
—“Devil’s Holiday” (Par). Fairly 
pleasant surprise at $9,000. Picture’s 
local strength figure dissipated after 
nice week downtown at Stanley, but 
did the unexpected. Original pub- 
lic reception, together with word- 
of-mouth, probably turned the trick. 
House goes back to stage presenta- 
tions next week after three months 
of straight films. 

Harris (Harris) (1,200; 10-20-30- 
40)—“‘Sisters” (Col). Sally O’Neil 
and Molly O’Day in person. Flicker 
names didn’t mean a whole lot, al- 
though they did get $1,000 above 
recent average. Girls apparently 
discarded late vaude routine, stick- 
ing to strictly personal appearance. 
$5,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75)—Town’s lone bright spot. 
Sparkling $30,000, good any time in 
ite year, accredited mostly to 
‘Greater Pittsburgh Follies,” unit 
composed entirely of local talent, 
and Wesley Eddy, m. c. fav, rather 
than to “Florodora Girl’ (Metro). 
Picture got the usual stiff Hearst 
ballyhoo. 

x Pitt (Shubert) (1,700; 50-$1.50)— 
All Quiet” (U). Slipping fast. 4th 
week about $9,000 and war picture 
expected to scram in another two 
weeks or fortnight under originally 
expected engagement. Hot weather 
costing this one plenty of dough for 
house 1s regular sweat-box during 
Summer and customers refuse to 
brave virtual hades. Hurt some- 
What, too, by Warner's premature 
announcement that “All Quiet” 
tre open there for grind last of 


Sq. (Radio) (1,200; 35- 
I—“Fall Guy” (Radio). Fair-to- 
quiddling programer and might 
Botten by ordinarily. Heat 
alae no favorites, however. $3,- 


CWB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘ ing of Jazz” (U). Pretty sorry 
bectacle at less than $20,000. Re- 


Fox, Publix, R-K-O Split 
Portiand’s Real Coin; 
Others N. G. or Closed 


Portland, Ore., July 1. 
(Draw. Pop., 400,000) 

Business becomes more and more 
centralized here in the three or four 
leading houses controlled by Fox, 
Publix and R-K-O, mostly in that 
order of leadership. Neighborhoods 
and indies find it tougher than ever. 
John Hamrick has closed his 
downtown Blue Mouse for the sum- 
mer, making it the fourth house to 
shut in last few weeks. Others were 
Dufwin (stock) and two Parker-Iox 
houses. Publix stage shows at the 
Paramount have raised its grosses 
50%. Other biz getters are Fox- 
Broadway, with stage shows, and 
R-K-O Orpheum, with vaude. 

Mostly program films last week. 
Grosses lower all around. “Big 
House” at the United Artists ran 
fair second week and closed. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Broadway (Fox) (2,000; 25-60)— 
“Not Damaged” (Fox), program and 
registered only fair. F. & M.’s 
“Candy Box” stage saved show. Did 
well; $11,700. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,500; 25- 
50)—“In Shadow of Law” (Par) 
okay mystery draw. Publix stage 
show fair; $11,000. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,000; 25-50) 
—‘The Fall Guy,” program. Fair. 
Vaude helped some. Not strong; 
$9,000. 

Rialto (Publix) (2,000; 25-50)— 
“Mamba” (FN) got over good for 
this house. Fair draw; $3,800. 

United Artists (Parker-Fox) (1,- 
200; 25-60)—Second week of “The 
Big House” and closed. Fair week; 
$4,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
50)—“Ladies of Leisure’ (WB) 
okay. Flopped at $4,000. 


BYRD PICTURE PICKED 
UP IN WASH.; $7,000 


Washington, July 1. 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 
Weather: Hot 


Capitol got its first real session 
of sultry weather last week. Which 
didn’t prevent “So This Is London” 
from rolling up a nifty total. 

“Byrd at the Pole” had the Co- 
lumbia management almost pan- 
icked when opening, but surprised 
by picking up and finishing pretty 
well, 

Estimates for Last Week 


Earle—‘“What a Man” (WB) (2,- 
244; 35-50). Stage show. Combina- 
tion got $7,900, indicating hot 
weather shrinkage. 

Metropolitan—"‘The Social Lion” 
(Par) (1,585; 35-50). Here $9,000 
pretty fair. 

Palace—‘“Florodora Girl’ (Metro) 
(2,363; 35-50). Took nice money 
backed by usual Hearst ballyhoo; 
$18,200. 


R-K-O—“‘Mamba” (Tiff) (1,875; 
35-50). A straggler; $7,000. 
Columbia—“‘Byrd at Pole” (Par) 


(1,232; 35-50). Tilled $8,800, okay. 
At getaway boys were frightened. 

Fox—“So This Is London” (Fox) 
(3,434; 35-50). New price scale 
gives added significance to $25,000. 
They like Will Rogers near Con- 
gress, 


“Smile” Remake 


. Hollywood, July 1. 

Four years after First National 
made the silent version of “Smile, 
Brother, Smile,” with Jack Mulhall 
and Dorothy Mackaill, Warners will 
now remake the story as a talker. 

Warners bought the dialog rights 
from Al Boasberg, who wrote the 
original. 


vues through here and even the 
beauty of this one couldn’t get it 
across. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-60)— 
What goes for revues in Pittsburgh 
also goes for operettas. “Golden 
Dawn” (WB), went two days be- 
yond regulation week due to house’s 
closing for two months, but even 
eight days couldn't better $10,000. 


Pretty bad. 


ONLY 


Few Hours’ Advance Meets 
Heavy Offerings at Upper 
Levels — Picture Stocks 
Backward on Technical 
Bulge—Foresee Renewed 
Attack Next Week After 
Bears Cover for Holidays 


LOOK FOR LATER TEST 


Technical rally of the last hour 
Monday carried over through yes- 
terday morning. Timid shorts cov- 
ered urgently up to 1 o’clock, with 
the tape showing fair-sized volume. 
After that, the nervous shorts hav- 
ing been attended to, the tape went 
dead and prices slipped back. 


Bulk of the professional short 
account—except such as was cov- 
ered on last week’s crash—appar- 
ently is still outstanding. Tomor- 
row and Thursday there should be 
enough cautious covering from 
bears to hold prices steady. The 
Street generally expects to see a 
resumption of the attack next week 
as the bear party strikes to break 
through the recent bottom, if pos- 
sible. Most of the potential buyers 
are waiting for this oportunity, in 
the hope that the old lows will hold 
and the market will go into a re- 
covery of some extent. 

Picture stocks lagged behind yes- 
terday’s upswing, with Loew doing 


best in point of gain, principally 
becauce it was hardest pressed in 
+] 
Yesterday’s Prices 
LEADING AMUSEMENTS 
High Low Last. Chg. 
600 Con. Film. 18% 18% 18% + 4% 
4,800 Eastman .202% 193% 193% —8% 
18.400. FOE 41% 40% 40% — 4 
3,100 Gen. Thr.. 33% 382% 32%— % 
31,600 Loew 67% 63% 6 + % 
6,200 Par. 37 5% 
3,100 Pathe 4% 3% 4%+% 
900 Pathe A 8 ke 
76,900 BOA 36% 345, 34% —1% 
27,500 R-K-O 30% 29% 30 — % 
35,700 W. B..... 42% 40% 41%— \% 
CURB 
800 Col. P.... 38 385% 38 +3 
1,700 Tech. .. 36% 34 —1% 
BONDS 
8,000 Gen. Thr... 94 93% 
5,000 Pathe .... 64 64 64 
15,000 W. B..... 101% 100% 101 + % 
* Ex div. 


the short selling. At its top yester- 
day it sold at 67%, up 3% from pre- 
vious close. Paramount was quiet, 
up %& at a top of 57. Fox was in 
demand, selling ex its $1 quarterly 
dividend and up 1% at 41%. Radio 
Keith gained only a fraction, and 
then slid back below 30. Eastman 
Kodak made a new high at 202%, 
which price attracted selling, and it 
dropped back below double par be- 
fore 2 o’clock. Last hour saw a 
moderate rally, as in-and-out short 


sellers, who seldom carry a trade 
overnight, covered the stock they 
had sold on the morning bulge. 
Typical example of the type of 
trading came in Steel. Leader had 


mounted easily to better than 161 
when a 10,000 lot came out on the 
tape at the peak price. Thereafter 
Steel receded below 160. What had 
happened was that floor traders 
were gunning for a suspected heavy 
short line and when they touched 
off its stop level, they let it go at 
that. A short line had been cov- 
ered and that much of a cushion 
for falling prices had been removed. 
Covering of short lines all over the 
beard was having similar effect. 

Probably a considerable amount 
of support stock was liquidated on 
the bulge, which, of course, oper- 
ates the other way. That is, stocks’ 
sponsors have their money back 
plus a profit and are again in a po- 
sition to repeat the maneuver of 
buying support stock at old danger 
levels. 

Nothing in the news yesterday 
particularly affected prices. Wheat 
orened slightly lower but steadied. 
Cotton was unchanged. Call mone; 


(Continued on page 12) 


STOCK RALLY SOON SLOWS 


Some Bad Grosses in Loop, with 


Theatre Parking Space, 
Billposters Best Spots 
Devoted to Kiddie Golf 


Kansas City, July 1. 

Several days of the hottest June 
weather on record was what the 
amusements were up against last 
week. In spite of the alluring ad- 
vertising of the cooling systems of- 
fered by the various houses, busi- 
ness was pretty badly off. 

With the Midland dropping stage 
shows, it leaves that field exclusive- 
ly to the Mainstreet. 

Miniature golf courses growing 
more numerous, and no question 
they hurt the theatres. The subur- 
bans probably are hit the hardest. 

One of the Shanberg Friendly the- 
atres which had a near-by lot, used 
as a free parking place for patrons, 
was grabbed by a golf promoter and 
a course built in direct opposition 
to the theatre. 

Theatres are not the only ones 
being hurt by the miniature courses 
here, as the big bill-posting and ad- 
vertising companies are having a 
hard time to keep locations, as the 
lots on which boards were located 
are grabbed for the midget links. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Mainstreet— “Born Reckless” 
(Fox) (3,200; 25-35-50-60). Picture 
fast-moving _ story. Stage show 


headed by Nan Halperin, best for 
months. Customers passed the good 
word along; $17,200. 

Loew’s Midland “One Romantic 
Night” (U. A.) (4,000; 25-35-50-60). 
Lillian Gish speaking lines drew 
fans; probably more came to see 
Conrad Nagel ind Marie Dressler. 
Stage show, last for some time, 
nothing to rave about; just vaude- 
ville; $12,000 in 6 days. 

Newman — “Shadow of Law” 
(Par) (1,890; 25-35-50-60). Bill 
Powell home again on screen; $14,- 
100. 

Royal—‘‘Border Legion” (840; 25- 
35-50). Plenty of thrills and all 
action; $3,900. 

Pantages—‘So This Is London” 
(Fox) (2,200; 25-50). 2d week, con- 
tinued to hold up nicely; $9,000. 

Shubert —‘“‘Western Front” (U) 
(1,600; 50-$1.50). 2d week as road 
show, good gross; $5,800. 


PAR-FOX $100 APART 


Seattle Has 5 Male Stars, 2 Women 


Seattle, July 1, 
(Draw Pop. 450,000) 
Weather, Warm 


At five of the local houses last 
week male stars held the spot. 

On the .whole attractions just 
average with the main draw in the 
personnel. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Paramount (Pub) (3,106; 25-60) 
“Bad One (UA). Second Publix 
stage show better organized; $12,- 
400. 


5th Ave. (Fox) (2,500; 25-60). 
“Redemption” (MGM). Good stage 
show; $12,500. 


Fox (Fox) (500; 25-60). “So This 
Is London” (Fox) 2d week. Going 
okay; $11,000. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
50-75). “Captain of Guard” (U) 2d 
week. Nice draw; $5,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 
50-75). “Man Blankley’s” 
(WB). Opened well; $7,500. 

Liberty (Jensen-Von Herberg) 
(2,000; 15-25-35). “French Gertie” 
(R-K-O); $6,400. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 15-25-35) 
“Three Sisters (Fox). Fair; $2,600. 

Metropolitan (Pub) (1,200; 25-60) 
‘Putting on Ritz’ (UA): $6,400. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,700; 25-60) 
“Midnight Mystery” (R-K-O); $12,- 
000. 


Release for American 


Hollywood, July 1. 

American Pictures Corp. closed a 
deal with Tiffany for the release of 
its first two feature productions in 
the Gene Stratton Porter series. 
These will be “Girl of the Limber- 
lost” and “Keeper of the Bees.” 

Leo Meehan will direct, with part 
of the productions to be made on 
the Tiffany lot 


Oriental Down to Low $28,500; 
Will Rogers at Chicago—$60,500 


Chicago, July 1. 

Houses in the loop took it on the 
chin heavy last week. Several 
severe disappointments and only 
one good spot. 

Oriental had the blues plenty 
with “Florodora Girl,” house diving 
some eight grand into the red. This 
in spite of tremendous two-month 
advertising and plugging ,with the 
additional Hearst spreads. 

Roosevelt was a mile under; go- 
ing into the red about $7,000 for 
the week. “King of Jazz,” booked 
in for the minimum of two weeks, 
was yanked at the end of the 12th 
day, after taking a brutal $5,400 
for the last five days. 

“With Byrd at South Pole” opened 
two days before national release 
date, and showed promise; taking 
a sweet $6,000 for the two days. 


McVickers died with “Arizona 
Kid,” sliding off rapidly. To he 
pulled Wednesday (2), after two 


weak stanzas. 

United Artists continues as the 
Publix local hoodoo spot. House 
hasn't made any real money for 
five months. Pictures have been 
lucky to stay two weeks; several 
having been yanked after week 
stands. This week, “Biz Pond,” of 
which much had been expected, dis- 
appointed all around, and will be 
shoved right out. 

The one Publix-B. & K. bright 
light was the Chicago, which took 
a grand $60,500; tremendous figure 
for this house of late. Credit goes 
plenty to Will Rogers, witi the cow- 
boy commentator getting the car- 
riage trade and numbers of repeats. 

The Palace, R-K-O vaudfilm spot, 
off suddenly in its fourth week of 
the new policy with first sign of 
let-down in pace. The State-Lake 
remains vaudfilm runner-up; and 
is making enough dough to justify 
the renovating the house is getting. 

The Woods was off with “Mid- 
night Mystery,” and scrammed after 
nine days, with house getting “Rich- 
est Man in the Worid,” first 
(M-G-M) Cosmopolitan flicker. 

The two small spots, Orpheum 
and Monroe, managed to keep their 
heads above water. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,000; 
50-85)—“‘Lady of Scandals (M-4G), 
Stage show. Will Rogers. Chewing 
gum endorser respousible for much 
of excellent take; picture getting 
only fair notices, but the sort of 
story that gets patronage fer this 
house. Excellent at $69,500. (Tsti- 
mated in “Variety” last week Will 
Rogers would do $50,000 at Met, 
Boston. That was an early esti- 
mate, due to early press time. Met 
did $34,000, under average). 

McVicker’s (Publix-B. & K. (1.- 
865; 50-85)—“Arizona Kid" (Fox). 
First regular week n. g. at $23.000. 
Picture yanked tomorrow (2), with 
“Big House” (M-G) replacing. 

Monroe (Fox) (1,000; 25-40)— 
“Happy Days” (Fox). House cut 
its prices to 40c. Business off in 
spite; $3,000. 2nd loop run. 

Oriental (Publix-E. & K.) (2,200; 
50-85)—“Florodora Girl” (M-G). 
Stage show. House still off and 
second week of red. Much had been 
hoped for on this flicker. $25,800, 
pretty bad. 

Orpheum (Warner) (799; 35-50)-— 
“Divorcee” (Par). 2d run at this 
spot. The “pink” for adul*s only, 
made money at $8,000. 


Palace (R-K-O) (2,300; 50-75)-— 
“Not Damaged” (Fox). Vaude. 
Dropped on fourth week. Must 


be explained by general loop slump. 
Not good at $12,000. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K.) (1,- 
500; 50-85)—“With Byrd” (Par). 
Two opening days to $6,000, very 
good. “King of Jazz (U) yanked 
in midweek, after 12 days. Last 
five days far under at poor 35,400, 

State-Lake (R-K-O) (2,700; 50- 
75)—“He Knew Women” (Radio). 
Vaude, Olsen and Johnson on 
stage. $16,000. This spot has been 
climbing recently after several 
months of weak trade. 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,< 
700; 50-85)—‘“Big Pond” (Par). 
Chevalier not up to expectations, 
House off at $22,509. Picture stays 
in one more week, to Friday (4), 
with “Song of My Heart” (Fox) re- 
placing. 

Woods (R-K-O) (1,200; 50-85)— 
“Midnight Mystery” (Radio). Pro- 
gram picture takes forced stand at 
run house, and can’t hold up. Nine 
days and out; second seven days 
weak at $7,500. “Richest Man in 
the World” (M-G), current, opened 


Friday (27), to nice $2,200. 
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Les Angeles’ Grosses on Climb; 
‘Rogue Song’ on Return to Pop. 
Scale After $2 Hit, Not So Hot 


Los Angeles, July 1. 
(Draw Pop, 1,500,000) 
Weather: Warm 

Business is climbing a little, with 
“Big House” the current tremor. 
Prison film will do around $25,000 
on its. first week at the Criterion. 
That's not as big as either “Anna 
Christie” or “Divorcee,” but ranks 
as theatre’s third best week for 
gross. Excellent campaign gave 
film corking sendoff, and word-of- 
mouth is taking care of everything 
else, and so well that there was a 
long line on a hot Monday after- 
noon. 

“So This Is London” nicely at the 
Carthay, Will Rogers seemingly be- 
ing the best matinee draw this 
house has. First full week here was 
better than $20,000, and quite satis- 
factory. 

Night business for “Hell's An- 
gels” continues to hold up, although 
matinees refuse to better. A fifth 
week to almost exactly $30,000 is 
strictly okay from an attendance 
standpoint. 

Hollywood’s greatest rave, “Rogue 
Song,” is back in town at the State 
and, surprisingly enough, is mak- 
ing little headway. If $21,000 is 
reached here it will be fair at best. 

Byrd picture iz having a quiet 
week at the Paramount, but ‘“Dev- 
il’s Holiday” may get $18,500 on its 
second run at the Pantages, better 
than it did downtown at the Par- 
amount. 

A couple of the miniature golf 
courses installed by Fox-West 
Coast are helping the houses with 
which they are connected. Despite 
the geenral howls about business, 
this circuit claims its own figures 
are running a little ahead of the 
corresponding period a year ago. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Boulevard (Fox)—‘Happy Days” 
(Fox) (2,164; 25-50). Dropping 
house to around $5,000. Previous 
week with “Florodora Girl,” $7,300. 

Carthay Circle (Fox)—‘“So This 
Is London” (Fox) (1,500; 75-$1.50) 
(24 wk). Paced at $20,000, very 
substantial here. Will Rogers best 
matinee draw in a town where mat- 
inees don’t. Next for house will 
be’ DeMille’s “Madame Satan.” 
Rogers meanwhile indef. 

Chinese (Fox)—‘“Hell’s Angels” 
(Caddo) (2,028; 50-$1.50) (5th wk.). 
Outguessing some of the dopesters 
who figured gross would be way 
under $30,000 by 4th week. Clings 
to $30,000 groove. Further overhead 
reductions drop acts in stage revue 
as contracts expire. Fox’s “Oregon 
Trail’ mentioned as probable suc- 
cessor when time arrives. 

Criterion (Fox)—‘The Big House”’ 
(Metro) (1,600; 25-75) (ist wk.). 
Attracted week’s excitement and 
will accomplish very sporty, if not 
record, $25,000. Joan Crawford’s 
“Our Blushing Bride” next. “Di- 
vorcee” in 6th and scram week, 
$8,000. 

Egyptian (UA-Fox)—“The Bad 
One” (UA) (1,800; 20-65). Dolores 
Del Rio film way off at $7,300. 
Week before “Lady’ of Scandal” 
copped $9,400. 

State (Loew-Fox)—‘Rogue Song” 
(Metro) (2,024; 25-$1). Looks like 
operetta overdrew its account while 
at Chinese. Public somewhat apa- 
thetic at pop opening and guesses 
didn’t run bevond $21,000 for week. 
Previous week “In Gay Madrid” had 
$23,300. 

Million Dollar—‘“‘The Texan” 
(Par) (2,300; 35-50). Invariably in 
the immediate proximity of $5,000. 

Orpheum—‘“‘Svenson’s Wild Party” 
(Fox) (2,270; 50-75) (1st wk). This 
is ‘‘Movietone Follies” masquerad- 
ing under new title on coast. 
Claimed to have done good biz un- 
der title in Frisco, but locally 
doubtful of reaching five figures. 
“Swing High” week before got dis- 
mal $6,900. 

Pantages (Fox) — “Devil's Holi- 
day” (Par) (2,700; 20-40-65-90). 

cdmund Goulding picture on second 
run beating downtown gross. Pic- 
ture mob took advantage of near- 
ness to get load of film much taiked 
about for artistic qualities, and fact 
that it was made complete in 18 
days. Looks like excellent $18,500. 
Week previously house did $16,600 
with Texan.” 

Paramount (Publix) —“Byrd at 
South Pole” (Par) (3,595; 25-75). 
Little curiosity about the Admiral 
or the Pole. Out here welcome 
home and all that seems pretty 
remote. Very calm $17,000 expect- 
ed. Week before “Border Legion” 
topped $20,000. 

RKO— “The Fall Guy” (Radio) 
(2,950; 30-65). Earmarks of $12,000. 
Which interprets as so-so, or less, 
“Alias French Gertie” got $14,000 
week before. 

United Artists (Pub-UA)—“Shad- 
ow of the Law” (Par) (2,100; 25-$1) 
(ist wk). May attain $15,000. Rather 
weak. “Big Pond’ departed after 
month’s stay with $11,000. 

Downtown (WB) — ‘Back Pay” 
QFN) (1,800; 50-75) (ist wk), House 


SHADOW LAW’ GOOD IN 
BUFFALO, FOR $28,000 


Buffalo, July 1. 
(Drawing Population, 500,000 
Weather: Hot 
Warm weather grosses. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
—‘Shadow of Law” (Par). Stage 
show. This type of feature always 


good for business here. Average 
and better at $26,100. 
Hip (Publix) (2,400; 40-60)— 


“Second Floor Mystery” (War). 
Vaude. Level, $14,100. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 40-60)— 
“Song of Flame” (WB). Off, but 
considering weather not bad at 
$6,900. 

Great Lakes (Fox) (3,400; 25-35- 
50)—“On the Level” (Fox). Looked 
like filler; $11,000. 

Teck (Shubert) (1,700; 50-$1- 
$1.50)—“Western Front.” 2d week, 
two shows daily. Good at $9,000. 


“Social Lion” $30,400 - 
In Boston Heat Wave 


Boston, July 1. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
Weather: Warm 


Hot weather drew thousands to 
the beaches last week. 

Met (Publix) had “The Social 
Lion” with Jack Oakie and got a 
fair gross. Oakie is a good name 
in this town. 

“Western Front” at the Majestic, 
5th week, seems near end of draw. 
The two Radio houses also felt 
the heat. Vaudeville and pictures 
at the Keith-Albee keeps a goodly 
number there every day but the 
Keith-Memorial seems to be faring 
pocrly. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Met (Publix) (4,380; 50-75)—"So- 
cial Lion” (Par). $30,400. 

Keith-Memorial (4,000; 35-50-60) 
—‘‘Follies of 1930” (Fox). $10,600. 

Keith-Albee (3,000; 50-60)—‘“No- 


torious Affair” (Radio). $11,900. 
Loew’s State (4,000; 30-40-50)— 
“The Bad One” (UA). $13,500. 


SWANSON’S FILM TIE-UP 
DEFERRING RELEASE 


Hollywood, July 1, 

Release date on Gloria Swanson’s 
“What a Widow” has been held up 
until September. 

Object is to cash in on proposed 
transatlantic flight from Geneva, 
Switzerland, to New York by Dor- 
nier 100-passenger aeroplane in 
August. 

A tie-up with General Electric, 
owners of the Dornier plane, al- 
lowed building of replica at studio 
and the insertion of scenes at end 
of the picture when “Widow” re- 
turns from abroad. 


Ist Hungarian Dialog 


Picture Over Here 


“Melody of the Heart,” a UFA 
picture with Hungarian dialog, will 
be the first feature in that language 
to be released in the United States. 

There are about 2,500,000 Hun- 
garians in Amcrica, mostly conned 


to a dozen big cities of which New 
York and Detroit have the largest 
colonies. 


Blackton’s Loss 


Hollywood, July 1. 

J. Stuart Blackton, pioneer pic- 
ture director, ignored summons in a 
suit to collect $15,000 on-a note he 
signed last August, result being that 
his security was auctioned at bar- 
gain rates and he still owes $5,- 
195.65. 

T.S. Clark held the note and him- 
self took over the security, bidding 
$4,000 for 50 shares of Bank of 
Hollywood and $4,500 on 250 shares 
of Dominguez Oil Fields. 


anxiously anticipates stage shows 
as key to better grosses. Lately re- 
ceipts have been nudging $10,000. 

Hollywood (WB)—‘“Show Girl in 
Hollywood” (FN) (2,756; 25-75) (1st 
wk). Stage shows start July 4 with 
Larry Cebellos top billed on re- 
vues, House about parallels 
grosses and predicament of its 
downtown sister, 


JOHN C. FLINN 


Producing short comedy features 
at Culver City, California, for 
Pathe release—season 1930-31—re- 
cently completed: “THE BEAU- 
TIES,” Frank Davis, director; 
“SOME BABIES,” Wallace Fox, di- 
rector; “MIND YOUR BUSINESS,” 
Monte Carter, director; “HOLD 
THE BABY,” Fred Guiol, director; 
“ALL FOR. MABEL,” Harry Del- 
mar, director; Two PLUS 
FOURS,” Ray McCarey, director, 


Change of Venue Refused 
Blumenthal for Commish 
Suit by Brandt for 507 


A change of venue from Nassau 
County, N. Y., to the Federal Court, 
applied for by A. C. Blumenthal in 
the action brought against him by 
William Brandt for a 50% split 
of the Fox Metropolitan Theatres’ 
commission, has been denied. The 
action, started by Brandt in the 
Nassau County Supreme Court, will 
probably be tried there in Septem- 
ber next. 

In his application for a change 
Blumenthal stated he is a resident 
of California and since the plaintiff 
resides in Nassau County, the ac- 
tion should be tried in the Federal 
Court. Blumenthal admitted in the 
application he had received $1,200,- 
000 commission in the purchase of 
around 140 Greater New York in- 
dependent picture theatres by Fox. 
He acted as the broker and repre- 
sented Fox, charging a commission 
of 10% on each purchase price. 

Brandt’s claim is for $600,000, one 
half of that amount. Brandt sets 
up a verbal agreement with Blum- 
enthal. 

In the answering affidavits it was 
disclosed that Flumenthal in three 
successive applications for a real 
estate broker’s license in the me- 
tropolis, had sworn he was a resi- 
dent of New York State. 


Gervers Prefers Legit 


Pittsburgh, July 1. 

F. Ralph Gervers, Loew’s public- 
ity director here for last year, has 
resigned. He intends to re-enter 
legit field, with which he was asso- 
ciated for years before coming here. 

Al Hilger, head of the Loew art 
department ever since that firm 
first entered the Pittsburgh field, 
also resigned last week. 


Byrd Film, Frisco, Cold 


‘London’ and Rogers, at Fox, $55,000 | 


INFRINGEMENT SUIT 
UP ABOUT ‘FLORODORA’ 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Leslie Stuart, son of the late Les- 
lie Stuart, of =ngland, composer of 
the “Florodora” original score, was 
scheduled to file suit today (Tues- 
day) against Metro. 

He alleges infringement in the 
Marion Davies _ picture. 
Hearst, Miss Davies, Western Elec- 
tric, Fox-West Coast, and Rodney 
and Lloyd Pantages are named as 
co-defendants. 

Restraining order and $500,000 
damages are asked. Lawyers Gold- 
man and Lieberman made formal 
request to West Coast to discon- 
tinue showing picture. Request was 
ignored, 

Further complications are report- 
ed certain if Metro attempts to 
show picture in provincial England, 
South Africa or Australia. When 
Hearst. bought the silent rights to 
“Florodora” only London was in- 
cluded. 

Hearst paid $25,000 to the late 
composer, but the son claims me- 
chanical rights were not acquired. 


Not Settled for ‘Angels’ 
On Grind at Present 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Wayne Pearson who just arrived 
from New York left Monday for 
the north to arrange bookings for 
“Hell’s Angels.” 

Although picture is set for the 
Fox, Seattle, July 18, and the War- 
field, San Francisco, Aug. 7, both 
at pop scale on grind these dates 
may be rescinded. 

Possibility film may try $2 at the 
Music Box, Seattle. 


Mgr. and Asst. Fight 


Spokane, July 1. 

William G. Cole, asst. mgr. of the 
R-K-O theatre here, was arrested by 
local police following a row he had 
with Manager J. Knox Strachan 
which started over the starting time 
of a Saturday midnight perform- 
ance. 

It was claimed Cole had been 
drinking. After he and Cole came 
to blows the assistant was booked 
for disorderly conduct and released 
on bond. 

Cole’s face was cut and he was 
treated at the Emergency Hospital. 

Further argument started when 
Cole refused to give up his keys 
after he had been discharged by 
Strachan. 


Rogers at Tec-Art for R-K-0 


Hollywood, July 1. 
Charles Rogers will produce his 
series of features for Radio at Tec- 
Art studio. 
First in production will start late 
in July. 


Fox's Cut Scale Boosts Gross in 


Brooklyn, but Overhead Up, Too 


Brooklyn, July 1. 

Currently the big trade news in 
the populous borough is the cam- 
paign going forward on behalf of 
the Fox theatre. Besides reducing 
the prices to 25-50, the Fox is piling 
up an array of special attractions 
week after week that puts the Fox 
in a position to compete with the 
Paramount. 

Up to now the Fox has compared 
with its Publix neighbor only in 
architectural size and splendor. At 
present it’s giving the Brooklynites 
a baker’s dozen for their money 
and the reaction has been favorable. 

Formerly the Fox ran along be- 
tween $14,000-$18,000. Currently 
with its reduced scale it’s hitting 
around $25,000-$28,000. Two- and 
three-column spreads in all the 
dailies are being used besides other 
high pressure ballyhoo. Just what 
the amount of the increased over- 
head may be is not known. Nor 
how the net stands, if there is now 
a net. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Paramount—‘“Big Pond” (Par) 


(4,000; 35-50-75). Felt heat; down 
to $44,400. Just moderate, 

Fox—‘‘Not Damaged” (Fox) (4,- 
000; 25-50). Bob West, featured 
organist; Will Osborne, band at- 
traction, m. c., all on top of regular 
Fanchon and Marco stage unit and 
picture. New scale just about fits 
the Kings County family budgets. 
Around $25,000. 

Strand—‘“Hold Everything” (WB) 
(2,800; 25-50-75) (2d, final week). 
Playing day and date with Strand, 
New York. House way off for some 
time and not figured much better 
than $15,000. In new deal, if it goes 
to Fox, latter will throw it into 
second runs so as not to be com- 
petition, 

Metropolitan —‘Florodora Girl” 
(Metro) (3,577; 40-50-75). Usual 
Loew vaudfilm combo reached $16,- 
900, well ahead of its R-K-O oppo- 
sition two blocks away. 


Albee—“ Midnight Mystery ” 
(Radio) (3,248; 35-60-75). Poor 
mystery film on top of heat sloughed 
house to $12,400. Poor. 


San Francisco, July 1, 
Weather: Hot 


Grosses along Market street are 
fairly good for the week just endin 


but with at least a couple of digs. 


appointments. 

Prominent among the latter is the 
Admiral Byrd picture which just 
couldn’t arouse much public enthu- 
siasm, although the publicity forceg 
used all their tricks. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Fox (5,000; 50-65-75-$1) —“g@q 
This Is London” (Fox). Anniver- 
sary week and Wiil Rogers’ film 
gathered big money of town; $55,000, 


Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 50-65-90) 
—‘Richest Man in World” (Metro), 
Held to fair pace for indicated $18). 
000, 


Paramount (Publix) (2,698: 35. 
50-65-$1)—“Numbered Men” (FN), 
Started well but shrank with heat, 
$17,000, not bad. 

California (Publix) (2,200; 35-50- 
65-90)—“Byrd at South Pole” (Par), 
Came in on wave of tremendous 
ballyhoo but fell down and looks 
like very disappointing $12,000, 
Critics and those who saw it liked 
picture but public indifferent. 

St. Francis (Publix) (1,375: 35. 
50-90)—“Big Pond” (Par). Holding 
up well. 3d week, $10,000. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,270; 25-35- 
50)—“Shooting Straight” (Radio), 
gratified here with $10,- 

Golden Gate (R-K-O) (2,485; 30-. 
40-50-65)—“Fall Guy” (Radio). Un- 
a4 average of recent months, $13,< 

Embassy (Wagnon) (1,365; 50-65- 
90)—“White Cargo” (all star). 2a 
week for British talker. 
up pretty well at $7,500, normally 
good biz for house. 

Davies (Wagnon) (1,150; 35-50)— 
“Dumb Bells In Ermine.” Flivved; 
$5,000, 


COUNTRY CLUBS AND 
DANCE HALLS WIRED 


Electrics are going after the wir. 


ing business among country clubs, 
dance halls and other places away 
from the theatre field. The latter 
for sound installation has been 
pretty well cleaned up by the wire 
concerns, 

Wiring of the golf clubhouse as- 
sists in the social department, with 
the sound appliance adaptable for 
all of its uses. Dance halls going 
in for wiring wants it handy as an 
extra attraction, also figuring on 
Television. 


Educational-World 
Move In for Economy? 


Educational is bringing World 
Wide (Sono-Art) over to its head-. 
quarters. 

Moves discussed at present indi- 
cating a closer workin, affiliation 
between the two arising out of the 
distributing deal. 

Under moves economical measures 
are contemplated, with people in 
various departments likely to be 
dispensed with. 

Mike Wear, with Educational four 
years and handling publicity and exe 
ploitation for the company under 
Gordon White, is the first to get @ 
notice, that resulting from reports 
through the feeling of Educational 
that in bringing Mike Simmons 
over Wear’s job could be eliminated. 
Simmons has been in charge of 
publicity and advertising for World 
Wide for several months. 

Wear leaves Educational Sature/ 
day (19), with Simmons assuming 
his work on coming in. Others will 
be brought over with Simmons, it 
is understood. 


865 Extras 


Hollywood, July 1. 
Extras got a break during June. 


Averages computed by the Cens*' 
tral Casting Bureau show that 86}<) 
a day were used by the major. 


studios. 
This is slightly above normal. 


Pidgeon Due Back 


Hollywood, July 1. 
Eddie Pidgeon, Fox publicist, will, 
be here about another week before, 
returning east, 
Pidgeon is in town to talk over 4 
few things with the studio end. 
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PICTURES 


VARIETY 


pening Next Season Seen for 
Indie Film Producers, with 
Par-Fox Trade Deal Influence 


Scarcity of pictures and alleged 


ability of the big producers to 
pe with the situation is shaping 


he next ‘s¢ason as one of the 
jealthiest indie makers have ever 
‘ontemplated, the indies say. 

Material indications of the re- 
yival of the indie and the strange 
Sn”. which he may expect are be- 
ig recorded. The first and strang- 
gt ‘is the hook-up which Hiram 
frown of R-K-O theatres has made 
vith Charles Rogers, independent of 
is. producing subsidiary, Radio 
Pictures. 

“It means,” said one executive in 
the picture company, “that we can- 
pt get enough pictures to supply 
wr own theatres and that the thea- 
te department, therefore, is forced 
seek material from independents.” 

Under the terms of the agreement 
Rogers will make four productions, 
possibly on the Universal lot, for 
k-K-O. The same features will 
hter be given worldwide distribu- 
ton through Radio pictures. 

Par-Fox Tie-Up 

The Paramount-Fox product tie- 
i has brought about plenty of talk 
in theatre circles.in New York. 
That seems to shut out R-K-O from 
the Fox product in several spots 
where it hitherto has used Fox 
talkers. 

In the same way the Par-Fox deal 
affects Warners theatres, while the 
twhole effect takes in Metro. M-G-M, 
though independently operated by 


| Loew's, is believed to be in sym- 


pathy with the Par-Fox deal and 
will follow its general outlines in 
the distribution way. 

R-K-O has its own producer 
Radio Pictures, which is set to sup- 
vy about 22 full lengths for next 
feason. 


After U’s Product 
Hollywood, July 1. 

It's understood that R-K-O is 
ifter Universal for the same sort 
of a product deal it lately made 
vith Columbia. 

At this time it is said there is no 
Inner deal connected for R-K-O to 
buy Universal. 


OLD F-P-CAN STOCK 
OFF EXCHANGE BOARDS 


Ottawa, Can., July 1. 

Shareholders in Famous Players 
Canadian Corp. who did not ex- 
thange their common for  Para- 
mhount-Publix stock for the recent 
ibsorption, are “out of luck,” as 
Famous Players “old” is off the 
itock exchange boards in Canada 
ind brokers say there is no market 
for the old shares. 

Paramount is receiving regular 
attention in the trading and is be- 
ing sold around 55. 


NORTH DAKOTA VOTES 
AGAINST OPEN SUNDAY 


Minneapolis, July 1. 

Defeat of an amendment to the 
state constitution permitting Sun- 
day pictures in North Dakota was 
a hard blow to the Publix North- 
west circuit and to other interests 
operating theatres in the Flickertail 
state. 

The proposal lost out by more 
than 6,000 votes at last week's elec- 
tion. It was beaten by the farm- 
ers, the rural communities’ in 
most instances returning majorities 
against it. A victory, it is -esti- 
mated, would have meant an annual 
increase of fully $500,000 in Publix 
North Dakota theatre revenues. 

In Minnesota, sister state to North 
Dakota, Sunday baseball is ex- 
pressly legalized by a state law, but 
local option exists in the matter of 
Sunday theatricals. As far as all 
the larger Minnesota cities are con- 
cerned there is an unwritten law 
permitting them. The sentiment in 
the cities apparently is almost 100% 
in favor of all Sunday amusements. 


MONKEY PERFORMERS 
IN TIFFANY SHORTS 


Chicago, July 1. 

Several of the stories and titles 
submitted as temporary at the Tif- 
fany convention here last week were 
voted down by the sales force. They 
will be reframed in accordance. 

The Tiff schedule is for 26 fea- 
tures with six of them specials. Six 
will have Bob Steele as star and 
another six, Don Perry. 

Fifty shorts will include 26 of 
“The Voice of Hollywood” and six 
“Chiminy Chimps,” with monkeys 
as the performers. 


Gen. Recording Will Make 
Outdoor Features; Shorts 


Hollywood, July 1. 

While the General Recording 
Corp. plant is filling orders for Ex- 
celatone (sound-on-film) units for 
shipment to Japan and Australia, 
H. M. Horkheimer is negotiating 
for valiey acreage to start produc- 
ing outdoor features and shorts. 

As president of General Record- 
ing, Horkheimer is back in pictures 
after an absence of 10 years. He 
retired with the dissolution of 
the pioneer Balboa company. H. B. 
Gunter invented the Excelatone 
principles and the company is as- 
sembling its first commercial units. 

With the exception of the stand- 
ard camera, all parts of the re- 
cording equipment are manufac- 
tured at the local plant, 


Domestic Foreign-Mades Will 
Be Distributed in U. S. Sections 


To centralize the work of handling 
foreign-language productions, Para- 
Mount Publix has created a new 
department to oversee the distribu- 
te of foreign-tongue prints in the 
‘ nited States. Clarence C. Margon, 
or sometime its general manager 
Several South American coun- 
es has been appointed in charge. 
i. hrough this new division, Para- 
come is planning to use as much 
fign-language product in this 
ny aS possible with a view to 
return on the _ invest- 
Into the French, Span- 

‘nd other talkers produced both 


here and in Paris by Par. 

Branch and district managers 
have been requested to give the 
matter of domestic distribution of 
foreign product as much thought 
and consideration as possible so 
that distribution return on these 
productions can be increased to the 
hilt. 

P-P expects to exhibit the for- 
eign-made in heavily populated 
French, German, Spanish, Italian 
and other zones. All salesmen in 
the field have been instructed to se- 
cure extra bookings on this prod- 
uct in foreign-speaking localities, 


both for features and shorts. 


INDIES’ COME-BACK HOP 


THEIRS, THEY SAY 


Circuits Can’t Operate in In- 
timate Manner Required 
by Segregated Communi- 
ties—Other Reasons of In- 
dies for Opening to Re- 
turn—Deny Intend to Sell 


NEW SMALL CIRCUITS 


Simultaneous with an admission 
in the Hays headquarters that de 
luxe theatres have reached the 
saturation point and are “overload- 
ing themselves,” is a mass move- 
ment among independents for re- 


gaining box office representation and 


rejuvenating their field. 

Theatres that have been dark for 
months and exhibitors who have 
been out of the business as long, are 
returning with lights and smiles. 

The activity in Greater New York 
during the past month is such that 
most of the exhibitors who sold out 
to Fox have already acquired the- 
atres which they are opening now 
and during July, or else will have 
properties to represent their re- 
turned strength in the metropolitan 
district almost 90% by the fall. 

Nationally, according to the Hays 
survey, the happiest theatres are 
those in the neighborhoods; being 
the best consistent money makers 
with prices right and no tremendous 
overhead to carry. 

Independent leaders of the no- 
salary kind are among those get- 
ting back into the business. Last 
week Charles O'Reilly opened the 
2,200-seat Queensborough, Elmhurst, 
L. I., at 40c. top, with three changes 
weekly. This is only the first for 
the Theatre Owners’ Chamber of 
Commerce head. Organizing the In- 
dependent Operation Corporation, of 
which he is president and Morris 
Kaizerstein is treasurer, O'Reilly is 
intent upon working up one of the 
largest indie circuits in the New 
York territory. O'Reilly has been 
without a box office for the past 
year. Kaizerstein re-enters after 
four years when he disposed of his 
holdings in Bayonne, If. J. 

In the comeback of the indies al- 
ready asserting itself are Pear 
Brothers, now active once more in 
four Brooklyn houses which they 
had leased out until now. 


Sherman’s 25 


Ben Sherman is reported taking 
houses right and left until he has 
worked up a string of around 25. 

Noble, of Grobe & Noble, who let 
go to Fox during the metropolitan 
marathon, is coming back on his 
own. He has taken over the Bed- 
ford, Bronx, and within the last 
week closed for the Embassy, Mt. 
Vernon, N. Y. 

Rugoff & Becker have taken over 
the Tuxedo in addition to the Castle, 
which they recently opened in Long 

Consolidated, the 8th avenue pic- 
ture stronghold, which a year ago 
was reported desirous of unloading, 
is renovating several of its houses 
and giving every indication of hold- 
ing on. 

Rhonheimer & Rudin, who took 
over the Acme on 14th street, will 
now open the Electra, New York, in 
July. 

Jack Springer, who refused to be 


shaken during the indie scare and is. 


now regarded at the TOCC as the 
ace of indie circuit owners, is re- 
ported to have run his circuit to 
over 30 houses, 

The actual return of the indies, 
all of whom are coming back with 
baby circuit ambitions rather than 
the lone-house basis which the 
majority considered sufficient risk 
even in the quiet silent days, is ob- 
served to be a complete metamor- 
phosis. 

Cowed and crying for buyers a 
year and even six months ago when 
the indie horizon was seemingly 
hopelessly clouded by the sound and 
big circuit control fog, the indies are 


Hays’ Zoning Scheme Blocking 
Itself Somewhat Besides 
Indies Opposition to It 


Pretty Bad 


Hollywood, July 1. 
A studio recently made a 
picture so bad that the com- 
pany spent two weeks on re- 
takes to place it on the shelf. 


Canadian Indies Told 
Not to Do Anything by 
Unknown on Selling Out 


Ottawa, Can., July 1. 


An unknown advertiser, using a’ 


box number, is publishing paid an- 
nouncements in Canadian publica- 
tions warning independent exhibi- 
tors not to sell to or affiliate with 
any theatre chain until they receive 
a new proposition. 

Gossip on the street links both 
Fox and Nathanson with the ad- 
vertising but the whole trade is 
guessing. 


now brazen in their confidence ané 
eagerness for a reinvigorated crack 
at the public’s pocketbook. 


Reasons 


A number of things are responsible 
with indie leaders thanking pro- 
ducer-theatre powers for their latest 
chance to make good. 

The grab-of€ of indie houses and 
the attempt to merge them in the 
same theatre department which 
knows only big downtown operation 
and none of the intimacy stuff so 
necessary in the neighborhood, is 
pointed to by indie spokesmen as 
one mistake, 

The fight among the big circuits 
and their resultant price slashing 
cannot hope to survive indefinitely 
by million-dollar theatres which in 
their very investment, without the 
show considered, cannot expect to 
make ends meet when the top is 35c. 

One indie observes in this respect: 

“Circuits cannot operate neigh- 
borhood theatres on a single policy. 
They have found that out and with 
it have found that they cannot get 
the man power. There is many an 
exhibitor who was put out of busi- 
ness by some executive earning big 
money who doesn’t and will never 
know the first thing about conduct- 
ing a small theatre.” 

Not last in the indie’s reason for 
jubilancy and the prediction of 
leaders that the neighborhood is 
shaping up as the biggest bet, is 
the policy in Hollywood. 

Another well known independent 
spokesman, one of those who was 
out and is now in with several 
houses and more to pull under his 
trademark, remarks: 

“Elimination of the star system 
has done more for us than anything 
else. In the old days one or two 
companies would tie up all of the 
worthwhile stars and you had to 
take their product or be licked. Now, 
with names in second place and 
most of the stars available to all of 
the companies, an independent can 
get a real break. I wouldn’t be 
afraid to play right opposite any of 
the biggest houses in the most 
powerful circuit with the pictures I 
can book today.” 


Not for Sale 


Indie exhibs interviewed denied 
their intention is to erect another 
small string or so, for another sale 
to the chains. Previously such an 
idea has been reported in the minds 
of several exhibs who sold out. 

In other sections of the country 
some of the sellers among the indies 
have gathered another collection of 
houses, but mostly small and in 
small towns of the territory they are 
mostly familiar with. The return- 
ing indies fail to mention that in 
the present chain theatre situation, 
even 2d runs in many towns are not 
indie -available, 


With the revelation that it will 
almost completely revolutionize film 
bookings, particularly among the 
first runs where in many instances 
it will cause such houses in a single 
city to play the same pictures day 
and date in greater numbers than 
ever before, the Hays ambition to 
nationalize its new zoning system 
is running into heavy weather. 

While proponents of the plan said 
in the past few days that big cir- 
cuits are the chief obstruction to its 
adoption in many keys, especially 
Chicago, exhibitor leaders of force 
and responsibility belie the impres- 
sion that indies as a whole are per- 
fectly satisfied ‘with the project and 
are offering the least resistance. 

Feeling against zoning in indie 
circles is even higher than it was 
against the arbitration system be- 


Court decree. Spokesmen say that 
the zoning plan shapes up as being 
possessed of more illegalities than 
arbitration. They particularly rile 
against the latest method of “pro- 
tection” which they describe as: 

(1) Giving to the theatres that 
charge the most money first call on 
pictures. 

(2) Again proving more glaringly 
than ever before that buying power 
is limited to discount. 

Hays’ Can’t See 

The Hays organization, however, 
does not see it that way. These 
same exhibitors who are squawking 
would benefit by the plan in that 
by exhausting the U. S. run of a 
picture within six months after re- 
lease they would get it within half 
of the time now taken up before the 
average total of runs is recorded. 

Contrary to reports from Chicago 
that indies are disgusted, Charles 
Pettijohn, who introduced it there, 
states that most of the indies are 
“delighted” with the project and 
that the circuits are holding up its 
adoption. 

Kansas City is mentioned by pro- 
ducer interests as the latest city 
which is being broached on the sub- 
ject. 

At the same time promulgation of 
the idea is taking much longer than 
producer-sponsors figured it would 
at the outset. According to present 
progress it will be another six 
months, at the earliest, before the 
zoning idea will be established one 
way or the other. 


WARNERS LEASE 6 
OKLA. CITY-BUY OPTION 


Oklahoma City, July 1. 

String of Midwest Enterprises 
theatres at Oklahoma City, includ- 
ing the new Midwest, Orpheum, 
Empress, Liberty, Folly and Palace 
passed to Warners Saturday under 
a five-year option to purchase. 

During the past week Warner 
Bros. heads have been in Oklahoma 
City inspecting the properties, while 
the executives of Midwest were in 
New York City consummating the 
deal, 

According to the agreement Mid- 
west is not to re-enter the theatre 
business in Oklahoma for 10 years. 


Joe Leo’s Offer 


Chicago, July 1. 

Joe Leo, at present on a three- 
month vacation, is understood to 
have been approached by Publix 
through the local B. & K. office re- 
garding an executive position with 
Publix-Canadian. 

Matter is contingent on how Leo 
settles his.controversy with Fox. 
tinder his three-year contract he 
was to have either the Fox Mid- 
weseo circuit or remain in New 
York, 

Leo was in Milwaukee last week 
and looked over some of the Mid- 
wesco properties. 


fore its exodus with the. Federal’ 
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outstanding is problematical. 


12 VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 2, 1939 


Stock Market’s Technical Rally 
Proves to Be Short Lived 


(Continued from page 9) 


renewed at 2% and was marked 
up to 3 later on, due to calling of 
loans for the usual semi-annual 
payment of dividends and interest 
besides necessity for money at the 
banks to meet withdrawals for the 
three-day holiday. 


Just a Rebound 


Continuation of the improvement 
into the second day yesterday (1) 
didn’t fool anybody but the rank 
outsiders. Brokerage opinion pretty 
generally agreed the rally was but 
a technical affair having no rela- 
tion to a new tendency—a rebound 
from the long decline rather than 
a change in market direction. 

All the improvement probably 
Was made at the expense of the 
more timid of the outside bears. 
Monday’s volume of less than 2,000,- 
000, one of the smallest days of the 
year in point of saies, testified to 
that. Amount of short contracts 
It is 


which this column concerns itself. 
From Saturday to Saturday (June 
21-28) 11 of the Big Board amuse- 
ment issues lost an aggregate of 
13% points while 9 other stocks 
gained an aggregate of 17%, a 
mixed picture, but by no means a 
discouraging one in view of the 
crash of prices during the period 
mentioned. 

It seems probable that a mild 
recovery may continue during the 
remaining two trading days of the 
week during which time remaining 
shorts will cover in part for over 
the three-day recess (no market 
Saturday). This forecast is based 
on the assumption that the upturn 
has been brought about almost en- 
tirely by short covering and there 
is no large speculative long element 
in the market. If prices get much 
higher, even on this temporary im- 
provement, it would be logical to 
look for renewal of selling from 
several sources, principally new 
short lines from floor traders, liqui- 
dation of support stock and profit 


Stock Market Moves 


Consol. Film pfd. (2)........ 15% 
Eastman Kodak (8).........150 
General Theatres ........... 24 
Do pfd. (644) W. W...... . 80 
Paramount-Fam.-Lasky (3). 35 
Pathe Exchange........... . 3% 
Orpheum pfd. (8).......... . 62 
Warner Bros. (4)........... 30 


Panic low (Nov. 13).... 


practically a double bottom. 


Mon- 
Autumn Last day 
panic 1930 May7 June 14 week rally 
low. high. low. low. low. top. 
American Seat (2).......... 22 2644 16 10 10 he 
Consol. Film (2)...... 1002 2736 1954 1954 17 17% 
2844 1934 20% 18 19 
220 2133g 178 20134 
57% 444 421% 3812 41% 


DOW-JONES INDUSTRIAL AVERAGES 
(For same dates) 

Previous low (Saturday, June 14)...... Ay 
Last week’s low (Wednesday, June 25*).........207.74 
Top of recovery (Monday, June 30)........... . 226.85 


*N. Y. Tribune industrial average June 25 at the low 154.66 com- 
pared to same figure for Nov. 13 of 154.63, within .03 of a point and 


150 117 105 101 103 


51%, 455% 34% 30 33 
9534 7854 71 58 64! 
112 105 103 98 
77%, 60 51/4, 56% 
9 6 We 3% 
19% 12% 8% 7 8 
6934 41% 38%, 322 362 
50 30 275% 30% 
99% 87 84 81 
35 20% 16% 12% 13% 
80% 5842 474% 3842 


altogether likely that the nimble 
professionals had reduced _ their 
short lines long before the rally ap- 
peared, by the simple process of 
merely taking stock that was of- 
fered on distress selling early last 
week und into the Wednesday ses- 
sion. The list on the day went into 
new low ground on the movement, 
new low ground for the year and 
came within a decimal fraction of 
making a double bottom with the 
November panic. Many stocks were 
well below their panic lows at the 
time. - 

The significant thing that devel- 
oped on the extreme low was the 
appearance of support for pivotal 
stocks and the sudden halt of ag- 
gressive bear operations. It looked 
to the tape readers as though the 
big bankers were prepared to make 
a stand just above the November 
levels. At any rate sufficient sup- 
port came in to save the old bot- 
toms and inspire a mild rebound. 

Straw in the Wind 

There was plenty of circumstan- 
tial evidence on the tape to bear 
out such a view. Here’s a typical 
straw in the wind. Thursday the 
bears were still unconvinced that 
the market was oversold. There 
Was persistent pressure against 
Steel most of the first three hours, 
with support equally determined. 
The old leader was practically peg- 
ged for three hours at 153% in 
spite of continued hammering. 

At 2 o’clock, a sort of zero hour 
for bear raids, a sizable lot came 
out at 153%, breaking the pegged 
level. Ordinarily that would have 
been the signal for a concentrated 
sally by the shorts, with a pros- 
pect of a sharp dip to another de- 
fense level. Instead of that, Steel 
snapped back sharply and closed 
with a net gain on the day and well 
above its defense point. 

Situation may have been that the 
bears sensed that they were being 
led into a general trap, for the fol- 
lowing day aggressive selling taper- 
ed off. For the first time since the 
beginning of the swing down, sell- 
ing began to dry up on the dips. 
Up to then volume had been swell- 
ing on all set-backs and the tape 
going dead on minor recoveries. 

A test of the oversold situation 
appears in the statistics for last 
weck in the amusement shares with 


taking by in and out traders who 
got in on or near last week’s bot- 
tom. Any attempt to estimate how 
much of these different lines there 
are outstanding would be pure crys- 
tal gazing. 

See No Up Trend Yet 

Brokerage advice to clients was 
remarkably unanimous in ignoring 
the improvement of Monday and 
yesterday as anything like a real 
turn for the better. Most of the 
commission houses recommended— 
even urged—their customers to stand 
aside, while a few—some of the best 
in the Street—made no bones about 
characterizing the upswing as a 
technical rebound that would be 
only a temporary movement in a 
market apparently still headed down. 

Customers on the side lines don’t 
pay any branch office rent for the 
brokers, it is worth remember- 
ing. 

The more distant view is that 
the market is likely to find some 
sort of level—nobody knows where 
or when—and flatten out for at least 
a couple of weeks of dullness and 
narrow fluctuations. By that time 
it is probable the bold and bank- 
rolled bears will have another try 
at breaking the list through last 
Wednesday’s bottom as measured by 
the industrial averages. Experienced 
traders take this secondary selling 
as a matter of course and look for 
it to develop when the list has made 
up between a third and a half of its 
losses. 

For want of a better level upon 
which to measure the extent of the 
decline, it is probable they would 
take the top of the recovery after 
the May 7 break in relation to the 
lows of last Wednesday. When the 
list has recovered about a third 
of this lost ground, it should be 
due for the secondary reaction, ac- 
cording to the tape readers and 
graph fans. 

Roughly the Dow-Jones industrial 
average stood around 275 the last 
few days in May, compared with 207 
Wednesday, and on the basis of 
one-third to one-half recovery, the 
secondary test should come with a 
new average around 230 to 245, 
theoretically, although even the tape 
readers concede that chart prece- 
dent more often goes wrong in 
times of market stress. 


Test Pretty Sure 
But one thing is fairly 


certain, 


> 


EDITH BARSTOW 
of Dick and Edith Barstow 


Originators of “Toe Tap Dancing 
on a Stair Case”’—fully protected. 
Featured with “Ginger Snaps’’— 
Publix Unit. . 
Paramount,. Breoklyn, now. 
What “Abel,” of “Variety,” said: 
“Dick and Edith Barstow's ex- 
traordinary toe clogs clicked. Their 
elevated hoofing is amazing for its 
intricacy, doing credit to a straight 
buck-and-winger.” | 


somewhere on the recovery the 
bears will try to break prices 
through the former bottoms. It 
may be that there will be a period 
in Which a few issues crash through 
old resistance points while other 
stocks make a good appearance, a 
situation which is particularly dis- 
heartening to the amateur dabbler 
who usually picks the wrong spots. 


Will Old Lows Stand? 


At least when the time of testing 
old lows comes, the bulls have one 
advantage. While the Dow-Jones 
averages showed a difference of 
about 9 points margin above the 
November lows on the Wednesday 
break, the New York “Tribune” 
showed a difference of only .03 of 
a point difference, figures being 
154.66 for 70 representative indus- 
trial stocks and 30 rails last Wednes- 
day, compared to the same group’s 
154.63 Nov. 13. That establishes for 
all purposes a dounle bottom. In 
other words the November panic 
bottom was tested and held in the 
June break. 

That being the case, it is prob- 
able that as and if the list goes 
back near the low figure on the 
secondary test, there will be good 
speculative support on the theory 
that the double bottom will be 
again defended. If the bears can’t 
break through there ought to be a 
recovery of good proportions. If 
they do break through in spite of all 
opposition, there will likely be a 
sharp break as stop loss orders are 
uncovered, both from old longs and 
from the new longs who come in on 
the gambling chance that the old 
lows would hold. 

The idea is gaining ground 
among market observers that the 
bankers will show small interest in 
helping along a broad recovery in 
stocks until the bond market shows 
improvement. They don’t want a 
repetition of last year’s speculative 
orgy and would like to turn public 
attention toward fixed income in- 
vestments, of which they have 
plenty for sale. 

Already there is a distinct trend 
in the film group away from the 
common stocks and toward the divi- 
dend paying preferred shares and 
along parallel lines away from the 
bonds with speculative conversion 
features to those of strictly yield 
character. There was heavy selling 
last week of the Warner Bros. con- 
vertibles, which broke into a new 
low since listing at 99%, which 
means that buyers are appraising 
them strictly on their 6% yield and 
without regard to the conversion 
privilege. Sales in this issue last 
week reached the large total of 
$665,000. 

The Loew preferred continued the 
process, mentioned here before, of 
marking down the value of the at- 
tached purchase warrants for com- 
mon stock. Shares with warrants 
were down a full point, while those 
without warrants and selling strictly 
on their 614%% yield gained more 
than 2 points. 

Warners Double Bottom 


With one exception the leading 
amusement stocks have held above 
their low levels for the year. The 
exception is Warner Bros., which 
made a double bottom at 38% on 
Wednesday, matching its low of 
January. Warners’ quarterly state- 
ment is a few weeks overdue and 
there is much talk of the company’s 
rapid expansion program. Volume 
last week was tremendous, one ses- 
sion bringing out a turnover of 
nearly 200,000 shares. On the Mon- 
day recovery the shorts showed but 
small disposition to cover. Stock 
has been a speculative favorite with 
the public and has always enioved 
good buying on recessions. 

On the contrary, Eastman Kodak 
gave a sensational performance. On 
the sharp break it went to 178, with- 
in 3 points of its 1930 low, with the 
emboldened bears selling it freely. 
Monday it looked as though the 


shorts were trapped and had to bid 


All August as Silver 
Jubilee Week for WB; 
Weshner Handling It 


Dave Weshner is reported to have 
beca named to organize an exploita- 
tion and publicity department for 
Warner theatres headquarters, un- 
der Spyros Skouras, 

Previously this work has been at- 
tended to by the regular Warner 
publicity department, headed by A. 
P. Waxman. Weshner has been in 
charge of Warners’ Jersey division. 
Lou Marks, of the former Marks 
Brothers film in Chicago, will re- 
place him. 

One of Weshner’s first exploita- 
tion feats will be to declare all of 
August as the Silver Jubilee month, 
to commemorate the 25th anniver- 
sary of the Warner Brothers in the 
film inudstry. 


Judgments 


Lew Cantor, 
$106. 


Inc.; E. L. Boyd; 


Marguerite Veiller; Amer. Play 
Co., Inc.; costs, $88. 
Frances Alda-Gatti Cassazza; 


Winter Holding Corp.; $4,225. 

George and Otto Doll; Plaza 
Music Co., Inc.; $5,074. 

Louis Werba and Flatbush Leas-- 
ing Corp.; Borough Operating Corp. 
$15,812. 

Roumanian Village, 
Press, Inc.; $157. 

Children’s Book Club, Inc.; Buzza 
Co., Inc.; $3,316. 


Inc.; Trio 


U’s Zoo Passes Out 
Hollywood, July 1. 

Universal’s zoo is now abolished. 
After 18 years, its head keeper, 
Charles Murphy, is returning to 
grease paint. 

He will have a part in “Spell of 
the Circus.” 


PICTURES 
FOR 
AND NATL 


Current Conditions Cal} 
for More Features 


Hollywood, July 1, 

Warners and First National are 
talking of increasing their releases 
for the coming season. 

Product not intended for releage 
until after Aug. 1 already has been 
released, due to scarcity of mate. 
rial. 

Other studios have the same 
searcity of pictures problem. This 
is attributed to talkers failing to 
hold up either as programers or | 
specials. 

Where last year  programers 
could stick two weeks in key cities, 
a week’s enough at present. Three 
weeks is now big enough for a spe- 


cial where formerly ordinary. 

Producers now feel the cycle ‘has 
returned to where it was at the end 
of the silent era, and that increase 
in number of pictures produced 
must follow the diminishing impor- 
tence of pictures as_ individual 
items. 


“Swing High” in at 
Cohan on Percentage 


Pathe’s “Swing High,” playing at 
the Cohan, New York, at popular 
prices, is reported in that house on 
regular sharing terms, with no thea- 
tre rental guaranteed. 

The picture opened an indefinite 
grind run there last week. 


urgently. In the last hour of trad- 
ing Eastman jumped from around 
194 to 201%. Consideration here 
probably is that the floating supply 
had been greatly reduced by invest- 
ment buying at and around the bot- 
tom, and when the shorts tried to 
cover they found the market bare of 
offerings. Same thing was true of 
Allied Chemical which jumped 16 
points net Monday. A like situation 
may apply to many investment 
stocks. 

The picture stocks seemed inclined 
to lag on the recovery, perhaps be- 
cause there were speculative plavs 
of a more attractive kind elsewhere 
in the list. Fox was distinctly slug- 
gish on the upturn, while the fast 
steppirg Loew showed but narrow 
headway in the rally. Time was a 
month or so back when Loew had 
the most aggressive sponsorship 
among the group. There has prob- 
ably been plenty of pool liquidation 
here, 

_R-K-O did fairly well, although it 
did seem that a stock that had been 
so freely sold short ought to have 
had a sprightlier snap-back. R-C-A 
recently obtained the permission of 


Summary for week ending Saturday, June 28: 


STOCK EXCHANGE 


Sales Issue and rate. High. Low. Last. Chge. 
27% 15% 6,300 Consol. Film (2)............... — 17 17 
175 4.500 Consol. Film pfd. (2).......0.. 18% 
75% 40,600 Eastman Kodak (8)......- 195% 178 193 +™% 
150 Fox. Clase A 41% 38% 40% 
51% 30 23,200 Gen. Thr. 130% 130 +% 
193% 42% 77.100 Loew .67% 
2,800 Do pref ex 94 90 93%  +2% 
3% 10% 200 Madison Sq. Garden (1%). 11 11 
26% 23% 200 Met.-G.-M. pref. 2% 25 25% 
17% 48% 71,600 Paramount-Fam.-Laskv 5654 51% 55 +2 
2% 9.300 Pathe 4% 3% 4 1 
5 5,600 Pathe, Class A.............. 7 
69% 92% 720,400 Radio Corp...................... oon 32% 34% +% 
50 19 20G;000 31% 27% 29 
99% 63 120 Orph. pref. a 
35 5.200 Shubert 14% 12% 1% = 
CURB 
5% 24 200 Columbia Picts. (1% 1 33 33 —% 
4% 33%, 300 Col. P. v.t.c. 35 
BONDS 
91 74 $17,000 Keith 6's, '46...... 4 85 
130 101% 42000 Loew 66, 115% 112 
101 91% 26,000 Do ex war.................... 98% 97 97% Te 
103% 98 100,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, 101% 100% 
113% 99% 655,000 Warner Bros. cv db 6's, °39...... 101% 991%, «100 
ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS 
All Quoted for Monday 
Produce Exchange, N. Y. 
Over the Counter, N. Y. 
Bia Asked. Prev. bid. 
20 22 20 Roxy, Class A (3.50).......,... oe 
1% 3% 1% De Pores’ PHONG... oe 
Chicago 
Sales 
Los Angeles 


the Exchange to omit its quarterly 
income statement and balance sheet. 
Reason advanced was that its 
changed status with new acquisi- 
tions and stock payments for new 
properties made it impossible to 
show the condition clearly. The 
market didn’t interpret it that way 
and the selling that came into Ras 
dio found a reflection in its sub- 
sidiary R-K-O. 

Situation in General Theatres is 
clouded. It has been apparent dur- 
ing ihe period of stress that the 
bears were giving the stock a wide 
berth. When volume increased else- 
where on the breaks, the turnover 
in Gen. Theatres continued to shrink. 
Explanation is purest kind of guess 
work, but it is suggested that in the 
defense of its higher levels a large 
amount of stock has been taken up 
by the company sponsors and the 
bears sensed that they might be 
selling into the bag. Absence of 
worried short positions-would ac- 
count for its moderate rally of 1% 
Monday to 33. Turnover that day 
was only 3,500 shares, compared to 
volume above 100,000 shares Lack in 
early May when it was under attack. 
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VARIETY Wednesday, July 2, 1930 


EXHIBITORS WITH 
PARAMOUNT ror 1930-31 
HAIL DAWN 


T’S always a good season for good shows. Paramount exhibitors have 
1 been proving this all through the current season. @ Today they’re licking 
heat and all other competing factors with such timely, money-getting 
Paramount hits as: 
WILLIAM POWELL in “Shadow of the Law.” Most dynamic of all prison 
dramas! | 
JACK OAKIE in “The Social Lion.” The comedy star of the hour. With 
Mary Brian, Skeets Gallagher, Olive Borden. 
“THE BORDER LEGION.” Zane Grey’s mighty outdoor thriller. With o 
Richard Arlen, Jack Holt, Fay Wray, Eugene Pallette. . 
“DANGEROUS NAN McGREW.” Glorifying the belly laugh. With Helen ée 
Kane, James Hall, Stuart Erwin, Victor Moore, Frank Morgan. fi 
GARY COOPER in the greatest picture he ever made, “A Man from 
Wyoming.” With June Collyer, Regis Toomey. 
WILLIAM POWELL at his brilliant best in “For the Defense.” With ” 
Kay Francis. a 
JACK OAKIE in the recent Broadway stage comedy smash, “The Sap from 
Syracuse.” With Ginger Rogers. 
CLARA BOW slim, trim and alluring in “Love Among the Millionaires.” ‘ 
With Stanley Smith, Mitzi Green and Stuart Erwin. 
Now A Greater New Show World Arises! 
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Edited by Emanuel Cohen 


“One of the supreme achievements 
—N.Y. American 


‘The most unusual and most power- 


of the movies.”’ 


ful cinema document of all times.” 


—Film Daily 


“Fiction fades and Hollywood imag- 


ination pales beside this offering.” 
—N.Y. Graphic 


Titles by Julian Johnson 


«Probably the greatest movie ever 
made.” 
—Kditorial, Washington Star 
“I agree with Paramount. Everybody 


should see it.” —N.Y.Morning World 
* 
«¢A superb effort. A glorious achieve- 


ment. We are proud of it.” 


—N.Y. Daily News 


PARAMOUNT 
PRESENTS 


MOBS PACK RIALTO THEATRE DESPITE 
BLISTERING HEAT OF BROADWAY! 
Doing the standout business on New York’s 
Main Stem. And building bigger by the 
minute. 


Narrative of Polar Flight by Floyd Gibbons 


CHICAGO “OVERWHELMED” 


MAE TINEE IN CHICAGO TRIBUNE GIVES 
WITH BYRD AT THE SOUTH POLE FIVE 
STARS. NEVER IN ALL THE YEARS OF 
HER REVIEWING HAS ANY PICTURE’ RE- 
CEIVED MORE THAN FOUR’ STARS. IN 
FACT IN HER METHOD OF GRADING 
PICTURES FOUR STARS IS_ LIMIT. SHE 
WAS COMPLETELY OVERWHELMED. 


W. K. HOLLANDER 


Wire 


TUNED WITH BYRD’S TUMULTUOUS RETURN, 


IT HAS CAUGHT THE FANCY OF A NATION! 
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“FEET FIRST’ 


Mig AM-Lakking Pictaret 
o 
NANCY 


thew. Kich tue 
Mantifet ene 


Tee workd of 
nbking Pirturce 
with rhe of ~The 


BETTY COMPSON 


and @ etrong cast 


JACK BUCHANAN 
/ BASE AND 


of exper lawns 
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BULL’S EYE 
PUBLIC DEMAND 


only Paramount 


4 
@ 
| 
crosby’s famous kid 
character and his pals, loved by | 
millions, come to life! Kids and 
adults come to theatres- Ww wu AM pow ELL ix his 
: ee p B a¥ t zine 
Jack OAKIE C. 
stitches Floren” qiegicld’® 
giant stage comedy success: A 
natural. ‘ JACK OAKIE- JEANETTE 
MacbDON ALD. Skeet® Galla- 
Cc ee gher and other favorites sn 1931- 
pAN CING MOTHERS style comedy gmash- 
Edmund Goulding: creator of , 
ee 
Devil's Holiday produces his 
& own famoue stage drama- N ANCY Cc ARROLL- Fredric 
| March, Frank Morg@" a spine” i 
4 yngling melodram® of start- 
| CYRIL MIAUDE brinein€ to | 
the screen the stage hit that 
gwept the pation. With Phillips 
Holmes, Paul Lukas, others- Schw als 
| join paramount Stanley Smith, | 
Frank Morg@™- 
and other great stars 10 comedy RODEO ROMANCE 
drama that played ™ 
Broadway for over 4 year- NAN cy ARROL 
ARD ARLEN on Mary Roberts 
Rinebart antic 
| L ANE” jnehar outdoor Sat 
Ms 3 urday Eve- Post serial and novel- 
Eddie mowling and big cast 
asst sn one of the piggest and most 
successful shows pistory: 
4 Firpo fight; Grantiand Rice- 
¢2, success from Criterion Thea- 
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STARS 


‘HAROLD LLOYD MORAN AND MACK 


Harold Tloyd Prods, 


Paramount Releases 


MAURICE CHEVALIER CLARA BOW GEORGE BANCROFT N ANCY CARROLL 


A MINIMUM OF 


SPECIALS 


will be: produced _and_released by 
Paramount during the 1930-31 sea- 
son. Of the same high production 


quality as those now announced. 


GUY 


Details.of titles, stories, etc.. soon. 


WITH CASTS PICKED 
MOSTLY FROM THESE 


BOX OFFICE ACES! 


(See next page also) 
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FULL HOUSE 


CHARLES “BUDDY” 
ROGERS 


| RICHARD ARLEN RUTH CHATTERTON ED WYNN ‘ 
CLIVE BROOK “Manhattan Mary”’ 


f 


REGIS TOOMEY “GINGER ROGERS 


BETTY COMPSON 


CYRIL MADDE 


BUCHANAS 


IG names of the present. Big 
names of the near future. A 

gold mine of them! That’s what you 
get for your electric lights and your 
screen when you book Paramount. 
They make any picture produéed by 
thiscompany a surefire drawing card. 


3 
FRANK MOGGAN 


| 
| 
» GARY COOPER JACK OAKIE WILLIAM POWELL 
i 
| 
| 
STANLEY FIELDS CLAUDETTR COLBERT SKEETS GALLAGHER MARLENE DIETRICH HARRY CHEES FRANCIS FAMERS 
AS ROBERTA ROBINSON FREDRIC MARCH ROTH FAY WRAY WARNER OLAND 
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Paramount New York Studio 


DIRECTORS 


GEORGE ABBOTT 
DOROTHY ARZNER 
MONTA BELL | 
LUDWIG BERGER 
BUSBY BERKELEY 
HOWARD BRETHERTON 
OTTO BROWER 

EDWIN CAREWE 

JOHN CROMWELL 
GEORGE CUKOR 

H. D’ABBADIE D’ARRAST 
SERGEI M. EISENSTEIN 
CYRIL GARDNER 

LOUIS GASNIER 
EDMUND GOULDING 
VICTOR HEERMAN 
EDWIN KNOPF 
ROWLAND V. LEE 
ERNST LUBITSCH 
NORMAN McLEOD 
LOTHAR MENDES 

FRED NEWMEYER 
VICTOR SCHERTZINGER 
EDWARD SLOMAN 
EDWARD SUTHERLAND 
NORMAN TAUROG 
FRANK TUTTLE 

JOSEF VON STERNBERG 
RICHARD WALLACE 


HARRY AKST 
NEWELL CHASE 
GRANT CLARKE 
SAM COSLOW 
ADOLPH DEUTSCH 
DAVE DREYER 
VERNON DUKE 
SAMMY FAIN 

AL GOODHART 

JAY GORNEY 

JOHN GREEN 

KARL HAJOS 

EDGAR Y. HARBURG 
W.-FRANKE HARLING 
LORENZ HART 

DON HARTMAN 
IRVING KAHAL 
BERT KALMAR 

AL LEWIS 
BALLARD MacDONALD 
PIERRE NORMAN 
RALPH RAINGER 
LEO ROBIN 
RICHARD RODGERS 
HARRY RUBY 

AL SHERMAN 
FRANK TOURS 
RICHARD WHITING 


Paramount Bldg., Times Sq., New York 


HAPPY NEW 


SHOW YEAR 
from the 


GREATEST 
PRODUCTION 
ORGANIZATION 
in SHOW 
BUSINESS 


i § takes brains, mighty resources 

and keen showmanship to give 
you a coutinuous flow of successes 
today. Paramount’s vast produc- 
tion staff, headed by Jesse L. Lasky, 
Walter Wanger and B. P. Schulberg, 


has what it takes and is without an | 


equal in show business. 


Paramount Hollywood Studio 


WRITERS 


FRANCES AGNEW 

ZOE AKINS 

DORIS ANDERSON 

MARIE BAUMER 

REX BEACH 

DAVID BELASCO 

GUY BOLTON 
MARTIN BROWN | 
NORMAN BURNSTINE 
DENISON CLIFT 
BARTLETT CORMACK 
LLOYD CORRIGAN 
PERCY CROSBY 

MARION DIX 

CHARLES FURTHMANN 
PAUL GANGELIN 

O. H. P. GARRETT 
GERALD GERAGHTY 
SUSAN GLASPELL 

ZANE GREY 

OTTO HARBACH 
MAURICE HANLINE 
BERTRAM HARRISON 
PERCY HEATH 
RUPERT HUGHES 
GROVER JONES 

GEORGE S. KAUFMAN 
PATRICK KEARNEY 

JACK KIRKLAND 
ARTHUR KOBER 
WILLIAM LAIDLAW 
VINCENT LAWRENCE 
FREDERICK LONSDALE 
HERMAN MANKIEWICZ 
JOSEPH L. MANKIEWICZ 
GEORGE MARION, JR. 
ALICE DUER MILLER 
JACK McGOWAN 
WILLIAM ANTHONY McGUIRE 
WILLIAM SLAVENS McNUTT 
EDWARD_E. PARAMORE, JR. 
AUSTIN PARKER 

ROBERT PRESNELL 
GERTRUDE PURCELL 
JOSE CARNER-RIBALTA 
MARY ROBERTS RINEHART 
DANIEL N. RUBIN 

JOHN RUSSELL 

MORRIE RYSKIND 
ROBERT TERRY SHANNON 
VIOLA BROTHERS SHORE 
SID SILVERS 

PAUL GERARD SMITH 
SAM SPEWACK 

DONALD OGDEN STEWART 
LOUIS STEVENS 

KEENE THOMPSON 
RICHARD WALTON TULLY 
S.S. VAN DINE 

JOHN V. A. WEAVER 
LAJOS ZILAHY 
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SHORTS 


Fen Geon LAUGRERS? 
“reed comedy shorts ure in big demand,” cays Variety ts Apest 
Comedice in 1930-21, _Reivaged at the tate of ene-evety other week. | 


thls company prodéera the cotucdy hite in the 
The greatet cometione of taday are found in - 
 featete and Mack, Harvid Marx Brothers, 
Gallagher, Harry Greve and many ushers 


to make laugh geme in ine teck, Big mame comedians will te fee. 


for excecning son. 


| 
i 
q f 4 | 
EYES AN® BARS OF THE GRE | a 4 
if | 
i ig 


Wednesday, July 2, 1930 


VARIETY 


IMPORTANCE 


ORLD COMES THRU 


EDDIE 
CANTOR 


editing 

“THE COCK- 
EYED NEWS” 
once a month 
and appearing 
in other ace 
short comedy 
specials. 


Willie & Eugene 
HOWARD 


Popular stars of 
vaudeville, Geo. White 
Scandals and other 
stage hits. Never 
funnierYT than in 
Paramount’s “The 
Fatal Card.” 


LILLEAN 
ROTH 


A popular and 
ever growing 
mame on the 
screen in 
ture pictures. 
In “Meet the 
Boy Friend’’ 
and other 
shorts. 


GINGER 
ROGERS 


A sensation in 
musical comedy 
as singing, dan- 
cing star. Even shorts. Here’s the 
better in Par- | 
amount features 


CHARLIE 


RUGGLES 


Only with Par- * 
amount do you get 
first rank feature 
comedians also in 


laugh hit of“ Young 
Man of Man-. 


hattan,”’ *‘Queen 


OVERMAN 


Famous stage com- 
edy star of “Let’s 
Get Married” and 
other successes. 
Don’t miss him in 
*A Sure Cure’’—a 


LYNN 


WARD 


Effervescent 
comedian of 
vaudeville and 
musical com- 
edy. His Par- 
amount shorts 
are marvelous 
laugh tonics. 


—and Paramount High” and others sparkling single 
shorts. in two reel comedy. reeler. 
SOLLY SMITH and DALE VENITA 


Vaudeville riots. 
Stage stars of the 
Broadway hit, 
**Mendel, Inc.” 
In Schnapps, 
Inc.”? and other 
Paramount ace 
shorts. 


GOULD 


One of vaude- 
ville’s most bril- 
liant lights. Her 
impersonations of 
famous artists 
are popular every- 
where. Seeherlat- 
est in Paramount 
shorts. 


GILDA 
GRAY 


The golden box 
office girl. One 
of the world’s 
leading attrac- 
tions. Dancing, 
acting in “‘He 
Was Her Man’”’. 


ARMIDA 
MARION HARRIS 
GEORGE JESSEL 
LULU McCONNELL 


LEE MORSE MORE? 


MORES 


Just a Few of the 


TOM 
HOWARD 


StarofBroad- 
way comedy 
stage hit, 
“Rain or 
Shine’’. The 
funny rube in 
Paramount’s 
*Go Ahead 
and Sing’. 


ARMY 
HEADLINERS 


PARAMOUNT 
SHORTS 


VICTOR 
MOORE 


Well known 
stage and 
screen laugh 
star. Watch 
for him in 
Paramount’s 
de luxe 2-reel 
comedies. 


-Vaude- 


PUCK 
and 


WHITE 


Comedy 
stars of 
Ziegfeld’s 
stage pro- 
duction 
of “Show 
Boat’’. 


ville 
favorites 
extra- 
ordinary. 
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Shorts 


“COLLEGE HOUNDS” 

Novelty Comedy 

16 Mins. 

Astor, New York 
Metro 

Second of a series of novelty com- 
edies, directed by Jules White and 
zion Meyers. First, “Hot Dog,” with 
an all-canine cast. It was a bow- 
wow as a laff novelty, and this is 
even better. 

“College Hounds,” as title implies, 
is quite campus-y in its undergrad- 
uate melodramatics, dwelling on a 
gridiron match, with the dog-hero 
vamped and shanghaied by the col- 
lege widow. The Graham McNamee- 
canine’s broadcasting of the crucial 
match awakens the befogged dog in 
time to catch the last minute of play 
and score the winning touchdown 
on a forward pass, 

White and Meyers employed an 
army of dogs. Probably every ca- 
nine trainer in Hollywood got a few 
bucks out of this one. All the dogs 
dressed up as students in the cheer- 
ing sections, in the barroom, on the 
gridiron, ete. 

Crucial game is between Airdale 
and Spitz U., with Red Mange the 
seduced football hero. 

As with the preceding short, this 
can be dubbed into any language 
and for any country. 

It’s a pip of a novelty. Abel. 


TERRISS TRAVELOG 

“Lair of Chang How” 

11 Mins. 

Strand, New York 
Pathe 

Tricky bit of showmanship, travel 
subject accompanied by off-stage 
lecture and so arranged that it has 
a dramatic kick. For an appro- 
priate spot in any supporting pro- 
gram. Made by Van Beuren Corp. 

Views have to do.with Hong 
Kong, with amusing and interesting 
comments from unseen lecturer— 
usual street scenes and views of 
town and river boat dwellers, made 
especially intimate by the talk. 

Cameraman goes up the river and 
stops at a forbidding looking native 
ship moored near the bank. Lec- 
ture explains it is the abode of a 
desperate Chinese river pirate, 
Chang How by name. 

They go aboard and penetrate the 
‘interior, the lecture building up the 
mystery and menace of the spot. 
Trick shots at an ominous array 
of Chinese knives and dirks hang- 
ing on the wall, quick glimpses of 
slant eyed desperadoes leering 
through the sinister shadows, with 
appropriate talk to build up atmos- 
phere. 

They all flee in fear back to the 
open air, with splendid shots of the 
river under a gorgeous sunset for 
the finish. 

Short received scattered applause 
at this performance. Rush. 


SCREEN SNAPSHOTS, No. 20 
With Billy Bevan 
Introducing Stars 
19 Mins. 
Cameo, New York 
Columbia 

In this one in the Screen Snap- 
shots series, Billy Bevan introduces 
himself as the guide on a brief tour 


.of Hollywood spots where familiar 


flicker faces may be discovered. 
Rates with others in series and 
Suitable for anything outside of de 
luxe spots. Okay for second and 
subsequent runs, particularly for 
neighbcrhoods and smaller towns. 

Among those caught by the cam- 
era and saying a word or two are 
Ralfh Graves, Dorothy Sebastian, 
Charles Bickford, Karl Dane, Anita 
Page, Carmel Myers, Florenz Zieg- 
feld. Billie Burke, Sam Goldwyn. 
Leon Errol, Nils Asther, Edmund 
Lowe, Al Jolson and others. Sev- 
eral of these are snapped as they 
pass the microphone on the way to 
a Hollywood premiere, Screen Snap- 
shots having often availed them- 
selves of this opportunity to get the 
biggest names. 

Comedy punch is lent the short 
through projection room sequence 
where a dog drama is worked out 
effectively on the _ screen there. 
This sure to get the laughs. 

Well shot and recorded, Char. 


“HOOKED” 
ice Sportlight 
Mins. 
Loew’s New York 
Pathe 
It's the usual quality of the Sport- 
light series with photography as. 
f00d. This short must not be con- 
fused. with the former short in the 
ped series, which was called “Hook 
— Symphony.” The latter is far 
pa je on photography and carried 
present short does 
. su 
anywhers. ject, however, is good 
ane all in dialog. One clip has an 
Stage voice. This is where an un- 
saci scene is shown with a Miss 
h r'ry catching fish under water by 
and. Unusually clear photography 


and Miss Pe 
the shot. rry was good choice for 


Another 


cli 
fishing w p showing rock surf 


togetive in sound. There are al- 

shiftin ¥ about four clips with scenes 

from various territories 

Secane which are included a New 
sey lake and one in Florida. 


EDDIE BUZZELL and Co. 
“Royal Four Flusher” 

15 Mins. (Comedy) 
Strand, New York 


Vitaphone No. 975 


Travesty with knockabout comedy 
and aside from two songs by Eddie 
Buzzell and that half pint com- 
edian’s antics, a pretty complete 
dud. Idea is a romantic travesty 
but it isn’t carried out with any 
degree of laugh resource, Sort of 
crudely done “Yankee in King Ar- 
thur’s Court.” 

Medieval costuming and bur- 
lesque royal court with Buzzell 
working in modern dress as the 
court jazz bandmaster. Carries on 
a comedy intrigue with the Queen 
(Doris Dawson) while having his 
own girl friend on the side and 
paling around with a low comedy 
king. 

Some rather tart sequences in the 
Queen’s bedroom with Buzzell as 
the wise cracking wooer. Breezes 
into King’s bedroom next morning 
and seeing the silhouette of a bather 
on the curtain, gives it a playful 
slap on its most intimate surface. 

For this he is thrown into a dun- 
geon. He makes his escape with 
the help of the girl friend. Tag 
line is on girl friend’s question why 
he was jailed and his explanation 
he slapped the King where no King 
ought to be slapped, the gag finale 
line being 
Queen.” 

A six-minute blackout stretched 
almost to a two-reeler and weak- 
ened all the way. Rush. 


“MARIONETTES” 

Musical Novelty 

7 Mins. 

Loew’s New York, N. Y. 
New Era 

Mediocre marionette novelty in 
which offstage voices and music ac- 
company the action excepting at end 
when a soprano and others are re- 
vealed in the background apparently 
for effect of contrast. Ranks with 
poorest of short fillers. 

Subject was produced in England 
by De Forest Phonofilms on the De 
Forest equipment and is sold in this 
country by New Era, an independ- 
ent distributor of British product. 

A caballero on a jogging horse 
doing a serenade, with the singing 
and musical accompaniment from 
unseen performers, the best of the 
several marionette bits attempted. 
Closing is a scene in a talker studio. 
The soprano is. oing through all the 
motions, with cameraman, director 
and others for atmosphere. Toward 
the finish the curtain at the back of 
the miniature stage parts to reveal 
the seemingly Gargantuan person- 
alities in the flesh who have been 
doing the singing and playing. This 
number lends a little novelty 
through the marionette’s actions be- 
ing in synchronism with the living 
soprano in the rear. 

Most of the recording is way be- 
low par. The photography is mostly 
poor, with the print not very clear 
throughout. This may have been 
due to bad lighting. Char. 


“THE HAUNTED SHIP” 

Aesop’s Fables Series 

Cartoon ‘ 

7 Mins. 

Lexington, New York 
Pathe 

Tops the average cartoon both for 
strong entertainment rating und on 
the originality angle. More novel 
stuff has been built into the short 
for musical, dancing and comedy 
value than goes into the ordinary 
half dozen. Good product to fill out 
holes in the program. 

Starting in an airplane that es- 
capes a storm by turning itself into 
a submarine, the two cat characters 
find themselves on the ocean's floor 
in an old sunken hulk. An ideal spot 
to bring in skeletons and every 
known type of wierdness, the mys- 
tery touch is given the action. High 
spot the four turtles, full of grog at 
the ship’s bar, breaking out into 
“Sweet Adeline,’ with incidental 
dance routines by other tenants of 
the boat. Hiccoughs and all go into 
the quartet’s work, with excellent 
comedy sound effects here and in 
other bits heightening the produc- 
tion value. 

Drawings clear, 
and recording Al. 


continuity fine 
Char. 


AUDIO REVIEW NO. 20 

Novelty, Music 

10 Mins. 

Lexington, New York 
Pathe 

Interesting filler and_ sufficiently 
varied to take its place along with 
other filler of its kind having nov- 
elty. It is longer than the average 
in the series and well edited. 

Is separated into three different 
items of popular interest—‘“Anchors 
Aweigh,” in which 1,500 voices sing 
this familiar number at the Annap- 
olis Naval Academy; ‘Frogs,’ show- 
ing the residents of a lily pond, and 
“Havana.” Latter is given more 
footage than others, with camera 
taking an extensive sight-seeing 
tour of the Cuban capital, with shots 
of bars and other night life for “that 
appeal.” <A colored singing orches- 
tra closes, giving short here as well 
as in Naval Academy shots a mu- 
sical touch. Char, 


Miniature Reviews 


“The Eig House” (M-G-M). 
Virile melodramatics inside a 
prison. Tense meller. Not $2 
(opened at Astor, New York), 
but okay programer and pos- 
sible hold over, in spots where 
properly handled. 

“Czar of Broadway” 
Melodrama only fair. 

“The Border Legion” (Par). 
Very good westerner that can 
Sustain de luxe programs. 

“Sweethearts and Wives” 
(FN). Dubious romance. 

“Swing High” (Pathe). 
of names but little else. 

“Bright Eyes” (British In- 
ternational). Very much out 
for all but the most patient 
in the cheapest grind audience 
class. 

“Western Honor” (Syndi- 
cate). Bob Steele product in 
silent. Stereotyped action, 
yarn and locale; usual: faces 
under different character 
names. Best bet is on the laugh 
angle. 


(U). 


Lots 


“T thought it was the 


THE BIG HOUSE 


M-G-M release of Cosmopolitan production, 
Directed by George Hill. Story and dialog 
by Frances Marion. Additional dialog by 
Joe Farnham and Martin Flavin. Harold 
Wenstrom, camera; Blanche Sewell, film 
editor. Opened June 24 at $2 at the Astor, 
New York, running 84 minutes. 
Morgan.....-.. ..-Chester Morris 


Butch. «-+-Wallace Beery 
Warden.. Stone 
Kent.. Robert Montgomery 
AMMNE. ila Hyams 
George F. Marion 
Mr. Marlowe. Nugent 


Dewitt Jennings 
Mrs. Marlowe. .Claire McDowell 


Sandy Wilson 
Dopey .-.-Eddie Foyer 
Putnam .»-Roscoe Ates 


Oliver Norton 


Not a $2 talker, but virile, realistic 
melodrama, a cinch for any week- 
stand and hold-overable generally. 
A he-man picture, but oke for the 
wife and kiddies, gripping with its 
stark drama, yet not without an ele- 
ment of underlyihg preachment and 
utterly devoid of comedy. 

As Butch, Morgan and Kent, Wal- 
lace Beery, Chester Morris and Rob- 
ert Montgomery are a great trio in 
“the big house,” where each is serv- 
ing a stretch for homicide, forgery 
and manslaughter, respectively. 
Latter (Montgomery) is in for 10 
years for killing a man while driving 
stewed in his car; a criminal only 
by fate, unlike the other two hard- 
ened law-breakers. 

Butch .(Beery) is the bullying 
guerrilla of the Big House, only rec- 
ognizing in the sleeker forger (Mor- 
ris) a mental superior. 

Prison life on the half-shell is 
plainly exposed and with it a few 
of the problems which undoubtedly 
face every warden of every crowded 
prison institution, who must know 
how to temper justice with humane- 
ness and yet be subject to an inter- 
nal degree of corruption through the 
bullying “screws,” stool pigeons 
(who are promised jail commutation 
for double-crossing plots for prison 
breaks), and the like. 

The big wallop, timely enough in 
view of the recent Auburn and other 
jail breaks, is the prison revolt, re- 
sulting in several deaths and an 
expose of how the officials deal with 
foolhardy prisoners. The hand 
grenades, barrages, stench bombs, 
tractor attacks and other means to 
conquer rebellious prisoners, with 
variations in the dungeon, etc., are 
all graphically dovetailed into the 
tense story. 

Outside of the leading male trio, 
Leila Hyams contributes little as the 
femme interest, although Eddie 
Foyer in a Ben Turpinesque stutter- 
ing role scored in the little he did 
with his comedy relief. , 

“Big House” will go generally. 
Also susceptible to timely exploita- 
tion. Abel. 


The Czar of Broadway 


Universal production and release. Di- 
rected by William James Craft from orig- 
inal by Gene Towne, supervised by C. 
Gardner Sullivan. Runs 60 minutes. At 
Roxy, New York, week June 27 
Morton Bradley... John Wray 
Connie Compson 
--Claud Allister 
..Wilbur Mack 
...King Baggot 
Breese 


A weak sister Universal, fair for 
the daily’ changers and susceptible 
to exploitation on the Arnold Roth- 
stein angle, although Paramount's 
“Street of Chance” took the edge 
off that slant long ago. 

John Wray from legit, endeavor- 
ing to personate the “Morton Brad- 
ley” role of the insurance agent- 
realtor-racketeer (obvious prototype 
of the Rothstein school), couldn’t 
get the unconvincing story over. 
Nor could an almost 100% legit 
east, with the exception of Betty 
Compson who plays the ex-sweetie 
of the super-racketeer for whom 
the reporter-juvenile falls. 

That none concerned in this con- 
coction had any suspicion of the 


newspaper business is quickly ap- 
parent to the initiate. The story 
and direction would also have one 
believe that as shrewd an article 
as Bradley who had faith in neither 
hope nor charity would take the 
reporter into utmost confidence just 
like that. Otherwise the role is en- 
dowed with now familiar Rothstein 
anecdota and local color. 

Cast tries hard with this hapless 
effusion. Wray plays the gambler 
with, a crispness that is well nigh 
convincing had the story stood up. 
Miss Compson does a “Homestead 
Steady of Mine” theme in the cab- 
aret scene, along with the usual 
femme department. John Harron 
plays the reporter like a Dick Mer- 
riwell college hero. Claud Allister, 
Wilbur Mack, King Baggot and Ed- 
mund Breese contribute in lesser 
roles, handicapped throughout by 
the same paucity of timbre. 

Film was further marred by poor 
editing, cutting and sound repro- 
duction, the latter perhaps the fault 
of the Roxy projection, with the 
electrical vibrations and  needle- 
scratching furnishing a steady over- 
tone of excess “juice.” 

“Czar of Broadway” has a good 
title anyway. Abel. 


THE BORDER LEGION 


Paramount production and_ release. 
Zane Grey western featuring Richard 
Arlen and Jack Holt. Adapted by Percy 
Heath and E. E. Paramore, Jr. Directed 
by Otto Brower and Edwin H. Knopf. 
At Para- 


Cameraman, Mack Stengler. 


mount, New York, week June 27. Run- 
ning time, 78 mins. 

“‘Bunco” Davis.........Eugene Pallette 


Hack Gulden..............Stanley Fields 
Judge H.-Calvert 
George Randall..... Etham Ellen 


Strong western feature capable of 
delivering satisfaction anywhere. 
It has two major advantages: Zane 
Grey’s story, which has the flavor 
of reality; a production which has 
shown commendable regard for 
proper care in development of plot 
and dressing of locale. 

Where the average western is 
without real characterization and 
tries to make a picture of one or 
two incidents, this one has the rich- 
ness and fullness of a novel and the 
ring of authenticity. No. other 
writer is quite as effective for pop- 
ular purposes in the concocting of 
prairie melodramas as Grey. 

Jack Holt, who periodically re- 
turns to Paramount whenever 
there’s a Zane Grey tale to be made, 
shares top billing with Richard Ar- 
len. Both are excellent, as is Eu- 
gene Pallette in an important sec- 
ondary role. Mack Stengler’s pho- 
tography rates special mention. 

For the rest it’s a good all-round 
programer, possessing characteristic 
Paramount eclat in the various and 
co-ordinated production  depart- 
ments. Land. 


SWING HIGH 


(With Songs) 

Pathe production and release. All-star 
cast featured in billing, with all names of 
players carried in it. Produced by E. B. 
Derr. Directed by Jos. Santley. Original 
by Mr. Santley and James Seymour, Cam- 
eraman, Dave Abel. At Cohan, New York, 


June 26, on grind run at pop scale. Run- 
ning time, 70 minutes. 

Doc May..... ...-JOohn Sheehan 
Mrs. May..... Daphne Pollard 
Mickey..... «....-Mickey Bennett 


“Swing High” has a cast of more 
or less known names to filmdom, 
and it must depend upon that for 
the exploitation, for it has little else 


of b. o. value. Might except one 
song, much reprised, and which 
Fred Scott sings, but Mr. Scott 


doesn’t appear to have much else, 
either as a talker juv. This film. 
may g0 in a way for the neighbor- 
hoods, but for the first runs or else- 
where it calls for plenty of support. 
The circus angle, however, is al- 
ways good for the kids and can 
stand playing up here. 

Some of the names appear but for 
a bit, this keeping the cost down in 
the old way of the indie producers, 
but those with more opportunities 
do but little more, for the story is 
but another version of “Variety,” 
that great Ufa silent that Ufa (Ger- 
man) has been unable to surpass. 

So many copies of it have been 
filmed, it’s outlived. 

Two errors nere, one unforgiv- 
able, and that is the approval of the 
story. Not a single bit of novelty 
or newness in the tale, which should 
have smothered the idea at the out- 
set, while a couple of twists put into 
old picture rackets aren’t sufficient 
to overcome it. The other mistake 
was to couple two newcomers to a 
studio in the same production—E. B. 
Derr, now president of Pathe, who 
produced or supervised this picture, 
his first, and Joseph Santley, musi- 
cal comedy juvenile and shorts di- 
rector, who directed this full-length, 
also his first. = 

Santley and James Seymour are 
jointly responsible for the dialog, 
and they may split the blame for 
that as they please, with Seymour 


— 


seemingly the culprit, since he is 
no novice at film story telling in 
words, 

Hardly any use going into the de- 
merits, except to say that for over 
the opening 30 minutes here, the 
action is slow and without balanced 
tempo or suspense, It’s really too 
bad that after the long lapse since 
Pathe has had a talker on the met- 
ropolitan screens, “Swing High" had 
to be the first to re-enter. Better had 
it been “Holiday,” reported as an 
excellent Pathe, also produced by 
Derr, which is also reported for a 
Rivoli (Par), Broadway’ debut, 
shortly, 

The nearest to a punch the story 
holds is the fall by the girl aerialist, 
part of a sister team, onto the saw- 
dust below, both working above 
without a net, the exact same thing 
in another way as in “Variety.” A 
love interest is intertwined, but is 
just there. Circus atmosphere when 
in the ring is the best, although 
there’s enough in the rings and on 
the stages fora 20-car circus instead 
of the measely little wagon show the 
screen often displays traveling to 
the next stand, without a single per- 
son alongside the road at any time 
watching it move on. 

Minus comedy, even of the clowns, 
who are as bad as in a regular cir- 
cus, and without Daphne Pollard or 
colored Stepin Fetchit able to 
wring a laugh, the nearest to a smile 
comes within the antics and fleecing 
of Little Pilly, as one of the side- 
show freaks. If anyone is to be 
handed anything in playing, it is 
John Sheehan as Doe May, though 
Bryant Washburn and Dorothy Bur- 
gess made a good pair of scamps. 

Helen Twelvetrees is the girl. 
This legit lead looked great as the 
gymnast and not unlike Marilyn 
Miller. The direction of the “sisters” 
in their aerial work was the best of 
the picture for illusion. Mr. Scott 
will have to do better in all ways al- 
though his song is extremely catchy 
in melody if familiar in tune and 
he sings it to his own accompani- 
ment of a guitar. Chester Conklin 
tried to be a comie sheriff and 
failed, while Ben Turpin isn’t in 
sight long enough to do anything 
other than to serve a drink as a 
bartender. 

And they still upturn an eyelid 
in pictures, as does Robert Edeson’s 
doctor here, to determine if anyone 
is dead. Some professional physi- 
cians feel of the heart, but it may be 
another of Hays’ codes that you 
can’t take a feel any more in pic- 
tures. Sime. 


Sweethearts and Wives 


First National production and _ release. 
Directed by Clarence Badger; Billie Dove 
starred. Adaptation by Forrest Halsey of 
Walter Hackett’s play of several seasons 
ago entitled *“‘Other Men's Wives.’’ John 
Seitz cameraman. Running time 67 min- 


utes. At the Strand, New York, week 
June 27. 

Femme de Chambre............ Billie Dove 
Amthony Sidney Bilackmer 
Reginald De Brett..........++-- Clive Brook 
Angela Worthington.........-. Leila Hyams 
Maitre d'Hotel........ Norton 
Sam John Loder 
Sir John Deptford.......... Craufurd Kent 


Cynical slant on romance with a 
woman-against-woman theme han- 
dled in a satirical way, doesn’t 
sound much like flapper fare, either. 
Anyhow the piece was staged on 
Broadway and attracted small at- 
tention. Nicely made picture tech- 
nically, displaying less than mod- 
erate program box-office. 

Picture has certain characteristics 
of a French comedy. At this late 
day it seems futile to point out that 
the successful French comedies on 
stage and screen could be counted 
on the fingers of one hand—notable 


among them being the exception 
that proves the rule, to wit, “The 
Love Parade,’ and they can't all 


have Chevaliers. 

This particular picture has points 
that are “smart’—maybe the girls 
will see them as smart Alec—but 
they are rather delicate comedy. 
The making of the film is all right. 
It couldn’t have been handled better 
as to staging and backgrounds in a 
technical way, but the substance 
is not there. Finish is stretched 
out. Picture properly ends with the 
detective slipping the diamond 
necklace back to the heroine to es- 
cape the net she has spun around 
him. Instead of that it is carried on 
for perhaps five minutes, anti-cli- 
max that weakens the punch finale. 

Putting Leila Hyams in an un- 
sympathetic role, a catty type, will 
do this charming young player no 
special good. Sydney Blackmer 
covered his assignment as the hero 
neatly although he has no rich gift 
of humor and the part calls for a 
Menjou-like suavity. Billie Dove 
carried the story and gave it what 
small measure of entertainment it 
had. At that it is no fole for this 
engaging actress, whose progress 
has been sadly hampered with poor 
scenarios and hurried product. 

Story has to do with the intricate 
adventures of a coquetting, catty 
wife and her young would-be lover, 
marooned in a lonely French inn 
where a murder has been committed 
in connection with the ransoming 
of a valuable diamond necklace, 
English noblewoman is present, dis- 
guised as a femme de chambre and 
the plot thickens rapidly and with 
much parade. Maid and philander- 
ing wife change places and the 
whole plot has to do with the com- 
edy that arises from the venom 
with which the wife receives the 

(Continued on page 42) 
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Exploitation and Press Stunts 


‘ Knoxville. 

Two promotion schemes worked 
here by Tennessee (Publix) co-op- 
erating with the “News-Sentinel.” 
One was contest for 10 best tele- 
grams a la Will Rogers. Reward, 
tickets to’ “So This Is London.” 
Other feature indefinitely. Newspa- 
per’s photographer “shoots” citizens 
about town, preferably in odd situa- 


tions—with mouth open, _ tying 
shoes, etc. Picture printed daily 
under caption, “Is This You?” 


Party recognizing himself receives 
two passes to Tennessee. No cost. 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Another wedding on the stage of 
the R-K-O Bushwick here Monday 
night (30) suggests a general pro- 
moting order has gone out on the 
R-K-O string to put over a wedding 
when possible for a poor night, tie- 
ing up with local merchants. Bush- 
wick wedding on the level, lay peo- 
ple, and evidently not so easy to 
locate in all communities. 

This couple got around $500 worth 
of presents, retail prices, contrib- 
uted by the merchants. Included 
was a three-piece bedroom set 
marked made by the Happiness Co. 

Bushwick did 50% over normal 
trade. 

Inexpensive to house, 


Kansas City. 

Winners of a bathing beauty and 
opportunity contest sponsored by 
the Mainstreet and Winnwood 
Beach, will be offered contracts for 
engagements on the R-K-O vaude- 
ville circuit. Contests start July 7 
and run until 138th. 

Each evening the entrants will 
appear on the Mainstreet’s stage. 
Ten girls will be picked from each 
group to participate in the bathing 
beauty parade at Winnwood Beach, 
where 25 girls will be chosen to form 
an act at the Mainstreet the follow- 
ing week. 

Mainstreet has nifty tieup with 
the “Journal-Post,” offering a pair 
of tickets to amateur photographers, 
whose pictures are printed in the 
gravure section of the paper. 

New York. 

R-K-O went to special trouble 
for police permission for a stunt to 
boost Bill Robinson, tap dancer on 
that circuit, by having the colored 
hoofer Tuesday (1st) run backward 
75 yards in a race against four 
sprinters running forward a dis- 
tance of 110 yards. For the winner 
a loving cup. Police gave R-K-O 
permission to stage the novel race 
on Broadway between 45th and 47th 
streets, 


St. Paul. 

Press department literally carrfed 
“Byrd at South Pole” on its back 
this week. Night work necessary 
when whole town got the idea it 
was just another newsreel. Every 
filling station selling kind of gas ex- 
plorer used was plastered with ban- 
ners and signs. Air idea put over 
by means of immense captive bal- 
loon swinging over loop from roof 
of Paramount where picture was 
berthed. In addition, Eddie Kuep- 
pers, p. a. for the house, promoted 
Walter Luethner, cook with the ex- 
pedition from Alexandria, Minn., to 
sit in the lobby and tell the folks 
what it was all about. Otherwise a 
natural, having copped columns and 
columns in Minnesota dailies. 


St. Paul. 

With biz slow, Ray O'Connell, 
R-K-O Orpheum manager, got into 
action with a kids’ club idea that 
in a medium-sized way is helping 
pay the rent. Basis of stunt is se- 
rial to run every Saturday, that 
follows the old meller lines. 

Youngsters fell heaviy at open- 
ing last Saturday with 1,100 laying 
their dimes to join up and get a 
membership card’ which pleases 
the kids but otherwise doesn’t mean 
anything. 

Orpheum hit the first 
leading daily with 
Players in § 


page of 
picture of two 
Santo and Butler revue 
parading main drag with socks and 
Shorts. First time seen here except 
yea newsreels and as result drew a 
crowd to the lobby,terminal for loop 
parades,”” 


Baltimore. 

Big House” now at Century, was 
advanced with a private show- 
ing at the Valencia when Governor 
Police Commissioner Gai- 


and other officials were guests 


of management. 


Prison break 


we of feature the big reason. 
McGeehan, publicity man 


dl local Loew houses planned a 
Daten reel short of the Governor 
theatre but His Excellency 

used suspecting a publicity stunt. 


Minneapolis. 
Kaplan and Fay Tyler 
eo tie-up with the local gas- 
sted company. for their Publix 
ye re, the Century. Gas company 
rt ving away to the highest bidder 
Sting teeny patrons for the en- 
Heed our weeks one of their gas 
ators. It also is paying for 
. ines of newspaper advertising 
se acquaint the public with the 

position. The ads, costing $3,- 
ro devoted to the Century 
and its attractions as weil 

9° the refrigerator. 


Theatre benefits through five 


, Window displays in the gas com- 


pany’s building on a prominent cor- 
ner while all the company’s field 
men, making house to house can- 
vasses, are explaining the bidding 
plan and helping to advertise the 
theatre and its attractions. 

Free samples are all the vogue 
at the Minnesota theatre here. Last 
week patrons received packages of 
Kellogge’s “Pep” and cups of coffee. 
This week a local company with a 
mezzanine exhibit is passing out 
free candy. 

Last week at the Minnesota was 
known as “Pep” week with the 
Kellogg company furnishing six 
3x10 inch newspaper ads—half of 
each devoted to the theatre—and 
four girls to distribute 30,000 pack- 
ages of “Pep.” 


Hollywood. 


Fanchon & Marco have made a 
national tie-up with a number of 
dress manufacturers to feature the 
F. & M. name on models. Dresses 
so designated will be plugged as 
“Fanchon and Marco Style Crea- 
tions.” 

So far 417 specialty shops are in 
line and the ballyhoo will carry into 
all F. & M. advertising as well as 
being featured in stage shows. In- 
dividual dress models will be na- 
tionally released on the idea that 
the customer gets the latest styles 
from Hollywood as soon as the pic- 
ture stars, 


Syracuse. 


Leon Rosen, new managing direc- 
tor of Warner’s Strand, signalized 
his first week at the helm by putting 
over a “perfect baby” contest tie- 
up with Hearst “Journal.” Co- 
operating merchants, efAlisted by 
Rosen, provided the prizes for the 
three age classes. Finals, a baby 
show, were held on the Strand 
stage. 

This marked the first exploitation 
contest of the Strand since Warners 
acquired the house almost a year 
ago. 

Dallas. 

Harry McWilliams, Publix p. a., 
tried several small stunts to ad- 
vantage. Among them was an or- 
gan club for the kids, playing up 
Hal Ramsay, organ feature. Kids 
meet every Sat. a. m., with bicycle 
for the best attenders, boy and 
girl. 

On “Lady of Scandal” he hooked 
up with lab school of local Little 
theatre, with. diction instructor 
elaborating on Ruth Chatterton’s 
spieling through dailies’ show col- 
umns. Only expense, pass for in- 
structor plus class. Stunt was es- 
peciaily good, as Chatterton was 
selected as most popular star by 
recent reader pool of Dallas “News.” 


Syracuse, N. Y. 

Those cakes of ice which used to 
do cooling plant ballyhoo duty be- 
fore theatres in the days when air 
blown over natural ice was the 
common method of reducing audi- 
torium temperatures were called 
into service again by Andrew Roy, 
managing director of the Para- 
mount, to exploit “With Byrd at 
the South Pole.” 

Roy had a photo of Admiral Byrd 
frozen in one cake and _ invited 
Paramount passersby to guess how 
long it would take the cake to melt. 
It was a tie-up with a local ice com- 


pany, the latter supplying the 
prizes. First award was _ 1,000 
pounds of ice, second award, 500 
pounds, 


Watertown, N. Y. 
Lassoing a golf course as an ex- 
ploitation aid for local Fox houses 
is the achievement of Augustus 
Lampe, local Fox representative. 
By permission, Lampe has placed 
two large signs 300 yards from one 
tee. One boosts the attractions at 
the Fox Avon, the second at the 
Fox Olympic. Golfers who hit either 
with a ball driven from the tee re- 
ceive free tickets. 


Minneapolis. 

By putting on a public wedding 
on the R-K-O Orpheum theatre 
stage Thursday (26), H. Elisburg, 
advertising manager, landed a full 
page spread of ads in the “Journal,” 
daily, announcing the event. Mer- 
chants donating gifts to the bridal 
couple paid for the ads which car- 
ried a headline in heavy type clear 
across the page stating ‘Public 
Wedding on R-K-O Orpheum Stage 
Thursday Night.” 

Elisburg had Santos and Butler, 
last week’s headliners,’ sponsor the 
introduction of the Yo-Yo craze in 
Minneapolis. One of the local news- 
papers gave the proposition con- 
siderable free publicity, running 
pictures of the pair teaching Yo-Yo 
to prominent city officials. 


Denver. 

Numbers! Numbers! Numbers! 
That was the idea behind the hook- 
ups for “Safety in Numbers” put 
over by Selby Carr, publicity di- 
rector of the Denver theatre. Music 
was plugged very strongly over the 
radio two weeks in advance and 
by the time the picture landed the 
tunes were familiar. A window 
display in two auto supply stores 
carried the idea of extra accessories, 


such as lights, tires, etc.—safety in 


numbers. Two lingerie stores gave 
gorgeous window displays of hose, 
lingerie, and other things women 
like—with the suggestions liked to 
the title of the picture. Adding 
machine company was used in put- 
ting over the theme—safety in num- 
bers—and music stores printed her- 
alds at their own expense to use 
in statements. 


Memphis. 

Loew's Palace, playing “The 
Devil’s Holiday,” had classified tie- 
up with local papers. A memory 
test with national holidays, cele- 
brations and other events were 
scattered through classified col- 
umns. For three days a selected 
number of events was printed. At 
the head of the page the dates of 
the corresponding events were 
shown. Those who connected the 
dates with the events received two 
tickets. The rules made it neces- 
sary to accumulate the three days’ 
run, and then they had to be pasted 
opposite the date. Dailies liberal 
in space. Connections chiefly for 
play date of picture. 


CAN MAKE 
$5,000,000 
ESTIMATE 


No Intention of Moving 
Headquarters from To- 
ronto to Montreal | 


Montreal, July 1. 

Undercurrent of talk concerning 
Paramount Publix and its buy of 
Famous Players-Canadian is seem- 
ingly guided locally at present by 
the Americans are ‘coming. The 
talk is full of inac€uracies and 
sounds more like dope stuff than 
from any grounded source. 

The continued rumor that Par- 
amount will move the headquarters 
of F. P.-Can. from Toronto to this 
city is an indication. Authentic 
channels here say there is no such 
intention. 

Nor has another of such stories 
to the effect that Paramount will 
not play any but U. S. made talkers 
in the Dominion, any foundation. 
It is openly said that the Paramount 
playing policy here will be’as it is 
in the States; to play anything the 
Paramount film buyers believe will 
be box office attractions, whether 
that product is produced in Eng- 
land, the States or elsewhere. 

Another statement of theatrical 
conditions here is that the esti- 
mate of possible profit in the new 
operation of the Canadian F. P. 
houses will reach $5,000,000 an- 
nually, perhaps more. Hitherto F. 
P.-Can. has earned net a bit over 
$3,000,000 a year. 

Balaban’s Territory 

J. J. Fitzgibbons as previously re- 
ported wiil be the Paramount’s di- 
visional supervisor of the Canadian 
circuit, acting under John Balaban, 
chief of a P-P theatre zone. Bala- 
ban’s zone will also include Chicago 
(Publix-B. & K.) where Walter 
Immerman will supervise, and De- 
troit (Publix-Kunsky) with Nate 
Platte reported appointed to the 
Detroit supervision by Balaban, the 
latter headquartering in New York. 


Toronto, July 1. 
Canadian Indies 

There is reported a move on foot 
to join the Canadian indies together 
to oppose Paramount’s supremacy 
on this side. 

It is understood that the Do- 
minion Department of Labor is pre- 
pared to rrotect the interests of 
Canadian employees of Famous 
Players. It has been stated that 
the alien labor law will be invoked 
if Canadians, serving as managers 
or in any other capacity with F. P. 
Can., are replaced by those brought 
in from the U. S. 

J. J. Fitzgibbon of Paramount 
and Arthur Cohen, managing di- 
rector of F, P. Can., have made a 
further bid for 20 theatres operated 
by the United Amusement Co. in 
Quebec. Previous offers were re- 
jected. 

F. P. Can. hold a lot of stock 
in the United company at the pres- 
ent time. 

United has intimated it has no 
immediate inclination to sell. 


Glazer on “East” 
Hollywood, July 1. 
Barney Glazer has been engaged 
to write the dialog and continuity 
for Universal's “East Is West,” 


Behind the Keys 


New Castle, Pa. 

Paramount and Warners theatre 
battles seems to have spread inte 
New Castle. Both companies are 
angling for the properties of the 
Peoples’ Amusement Corp., which 
operates the Penn (1,500), Capitol 
(750) and Regent (600). Penn and 
Capitol first-run houses, with only 
oe other first run, Ritz (575) in 
city. 

Paramount's offer is not as full as 
Warners. Par wants the Penn and 
a site across the street from the 
Capitol owned by the Peoples’. War- 
ners offers to take all three theatres. 

Charles Freeman, one of the own- 
ers of Peoples’, is playing hard to 
get, using as his hesitancy to close 
the fact that Speer Marousis, his 
partner, is vacationing in Greece. 

This is practically the only city of 
50,000 between New York and Chi- 
cago with its theatres owned, oper- 
ated and controlled by local capital. 
Rumor has had Paramount and 
Warners both optioning sites to 
build, but nothing has developed. 

Distributors have had a _ tough 
time with New Castle for years, as 
the Peoples’ controlled the field and 
usually got pictures for nearer what 
they wanted to give than what the 
distribs asked them to pay. 

Probabilities are that either Par- 
amount or Warners will buy out 
Peoples’ inside of next 60 days, as 
Marousis will be back from Greece, 
and will talk business. 


Des Moines. 
Willard Moore, formerly district 
musical supervisor, is now manager 
of the Paramount. He succeeds 
Robert Gary who goes to the Des 
Moines theatre. 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Walter Morris, formerly manager 
of the Florida, transferred to the 
Mayfair, Asbury Park, N. J., as 
asst. Reason for shift is closing 
of the Florida for the summer. 


Omaha. 
George McKenna manager of the 


World, succeeding R. F. Emig, 
transferred to Palace, Brainerd, 
Minn. 

Spokane. 


Walter Fenney, formerly house 
manager here for Pantages, has 
returned to the city after seven 
years as assistant manager and di- 
rector publicity for RKO. He suc- 
ceeds Johnny Northen. Northen 
returns to Portland as asst. mer. 


Denver. 
M. D. Cohn, formerly manager of 
the Publix-Rialto, has been made 
district manager of territory cov- 
ered by Denver, Joplin, Springfield 


HEY, MISTER HAYS, 
BRING ON THAT CODE! 


Pittsburgh, July 1, 

Universal burned up last week 
when Warners released a story that 
“Western Front” will reopen War- 
ner late in July at regular prices 
on a grind. Picture has been play- 
ing Pitt here for last four weeks 
at $1.50 top, with ads r2ading the 
film will not be shown elsewhere {in 
Pittsburgh this season. 

Picture is to be released fer grind 
23 dz-ys after it closes its enga:se- 
ment at. the Pitt but no aimounce- 
ment relative to this was supposed 
to have been made until after the 
road-show run. 

Harry B. Herts, representing U 
at Pitt, and Harry B. Millstein, ex- 
change manager for U here, put 
up a howl and trailer and lobby 
display in Warner were removed 
same day. 

Premature announcement blamed 
as much as hot weather for sharp 
decline in picture’s takings last 
week. 


Pa. Censors ‘Big House’ 


Pittsburgh, July 1. 

Metro’s move to buck First Na- 
tional’s “Numbered Men,” now play- 
ing Stanley, with their own “Big 
House” received a jolt here last 
week when censors refused to pass 
the M-G-M picture without plenty 
of deletions. 

Instead, Penn has “The Lady of 
Scandal.” 


Publix School Grads 


Eighth session of the Publix 
Managers’ Training School ended 
June 28. Session had largest class 


ever assembled for instruction, with 
35 graduated, 

All have been assigned posts by 
John F. Barry, Publix director of 
personnel, 

Next school session opens Mon- 
day, July 14, 


and Kansas City, Mo. Headquarters 
in Denver under L. J. Finske, di- 
vision manager, recently appointed, 


W. B. Shuttee replaces Cohn at 
the Rialto. Other shifts include 
T. W. Thompson to the Avalon, 


Grand Junction, Col., where he suc- 
ceeds Jerome Zigmond. Latter go- 
ing to Royal, Kansas City, replac- 
ing S. C. Coppock. 


Lynn, Mass. 
Al Lashway moves from the 
Olympia to Paramount. J. D. Red- 
mond succeeds Lashway at Olympia. 


Boston, 
A. B. Greenwald, new manager 
of Rivoli, in Roxbury, succeeding 


Irving Anderson. Moe Rappaport, 
at the Shawmut, succeeding H. 
Goldstein. Anderson and Goldstein 
to get new assignments, 


Cedar Rapids. 
transferred L. E. 
as city manager. 
in Sioux City has 
gone to G. T. Gallagher, formerly 
city manager at Rock Island, Il. 
Latter job taken over by Gd. D. 
Bickford. 


Publix has 
Davidson here 
Davidson's job 


Des Moines. 

Taken to be one of three bandits 
who robbed the Capitol, Ottumwa, 
June 22 of $1,400, suspect being 
questioned at Washington, Ia., June 
26 pulled a revolver, killing the 
county sheriff and the night mar- 
shal, 

Iowa excited over a crime wave 
theught to result from the recent 
Chicago cleanup. 


ae Cardinal, Can. 
Cardinal is to have its first pic- 
ture theatre. T. M. Savor, owner, 
Timmins, Can. 
The new Liskeard, costing $50,000, 
has been opened here in this north- 
ern mining town by Mascoli Bros. 
Western Electric system installed. 


Toronto. 
Annual convention of: managers 
in Nastern Canada of Famous 
Players Canadian Corp, will be held 
at the Royal York Hotel, Toronto, 
Aug. 1, one-day meeting having 
been arranged. 


Los Angeles. 

Further changes in Publix north- 
west division, following installation 
of new exec lineup, include the fol- 
lowing: . Conrad Holmes becomes 
superviser of the Rialto and Para- 
mount in Portland, succeeding 
James McKeowan, who resigned. 
J. Frazer will be assistant. to 
Holmes. 

At the same time Frank Duell, 
assistant manager of the Para- 
mount, Portland, has been shoved 
up to manager of the Metropolitan, 
Seattle. 


Towanda, Pa. 
W. L. Woodin, owner of the Key- 
stone, has sold it to Paramount 
Publix. 


Memphis. 
Carl Ledbetter, treasurer, K-K-O 
theatre here, knocked cold by bandit 
June 23 and robbed of $900 which he 
had in an inside coat pocket. The 
money represented Saturday night's 


receipts. 
Another $400 was overlooked that 
Ledbetter had in another pocket. 


Ledbetter was not seriously: hurt. 


Quincy, Il. 

Night baseball by the local Three- 
I league team affected picture 
houses slightly, but not as badly as 
first imagined. By advertising spe- 
cial big features Publix staved off 
slump before the opener. 


Hartford, Conn. 


Warners have purchased the 
Schulman Dolgin five theatres in 
Hartford and two in Middletown, 
Conn, 


Danville, Hl. 
Publix-Great States has sewed up 
this town with the purchase last 
Wednesday (25) of the Lincoln from 
the Anida Amusement Co. 
Platteville, Wis. 

New $75,000 theatre assured here. 
Plans with W. C. Tracy, manager of 
Strand. 


Aurora, Ill. 

Construction upon the Para- 
mount-Publix theatre here, which 
wlli rise on site of the Fox and old 
Rialto theatres, got under way this 
week with the closing of the Fox. 
Jules J. Rubens, director of opera- 
tions for Publix in the three middle 
west central states, saw the old 
theatre closed with regret, it was his 
first big theatre. 


Danville, Il. 
Publix has extended its domina- 
tion of the local picture field by ac- 
quiring the Lincoln theatre from 
Nels Frye. Frye still owns the 
Colonial, 
Milwaukee. 
Bernard Depkin, Jr., has been 
placed in charge of Warner theatres 
in Wisconsin. He was in charge of 


‘Warners theatres in New York state. 
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Your BANK 
EST PAL ror 1930-1931 


Big money friends! United Artists leads the way to BIG 
‘PROFITS during the coming season with their’ SUPER-19” 


Samye!l Goldwyn presents 


RONALD 
COLMAN 


in 
“RAFFLES” 


joseph M. Schenck presents 
NORMA 


TALMADGE 


in“DU BARRY 


WOMANofPASSION” 
SAM TAYLOR preduction 


Joseph M. Schencx presents , 


DOLORES 


DEL RIO 


WALTER 


HUSTON 
ina story by WILLARD MACK 


Joseph Schenck presents 
AL JOLSON 
in 
“Sons 0’ GUNS” 

with LILY_ DAMITA 


Joseph P. Kennedy presents 


Joseph M. Schenck presents 


GLORIA Arthur Hommerstein's 
“the LOTTERY 
in “4 

WIDOW!” BRIDE 


Allon Dwon Production with JEANETTE MocDONALD 


| Joteph M. Schenck presents 


ROLAND, 


WEST.:S 
THE BAT, 
WHISPERS”. 

with CHESTER MORRIS 


MARY 
PICKFORD 


“FOREVER 
YOURS” 


Joseph M Schenck presents. 


MUSICAL \ 

COMEDY-DRAMA _ 
from the Writers, Composers ead 
Producers of 

DE SYLVA* BROWN 


Joseph P. Kennedy presents 
GLORIA 
SWANSON 


nA Modern Society 
Drama 


Florenz Ziegfeld and 
Samuel Goldwyn presents 

_ EDDIE 


CANTOR 
“"WHOOPEE” 


Goldwyn presents 
RONALD 
COLMAN 


ia An Original Story 
by Frederick Lonsdale 


Joseph M. Schenck presents 


JOAN 
BENNETT 
in 
“SMILIN’, 
THROUGH” 


joseph M. Schenck presents 


Inspiration Pictures present 
HENRY — 
_KING‘S 


“EYES OF 
THE. Worip” 


D: 
GRIFFITH'S: 
“ABRAHAM 

LINCOLN“ 


‘with WALTER HUSTON 


Joseph M. Schenck presents 
DOUGLAS 
FAIRBANKS 


in Irving Berlin's 
“REACHING FOR 
THE MOON” 


BEBE DANIELS 


Goldwyn presents 
EVELYN 
LAYE 


m 
George Fitzmaurice 
production 


Howard Hughes’ 


“HELLS. 
ANGELS” 


The G > Gigantic. 4 Air 
“Spectacte. 


CHARLIE 
CHAPLIN 


“CITY LIGHTS” 
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Concessions Indie Squawker; 
Alger Apologizes in Ill. Zoning 


Chicago, July 1. 

Indications are the protection plan 
for downstate Illinois and northern 
Indiana as originally proposed by 
Jules J. Rubens of Publix-Great 
States will be accepted. Code was 
again agreed to by the sub-commit- 
tee composed of J. J. Rubens, Eddie 
Grossman of United Artists, and 
three independent exhiitors, E. E. 
Alger, Alex Manta and Fred Ander- 


son. 
Each of these exhibitors is given 


special protection in the various in- 
stances, with Alger, who has been 
the biggest squawker, finally agree- 
ing to the plan and contradicting his 
original statement, when Rubens 
granted tremendous concessions in 


Alger’s two spots, Peru and Urbana. 
Rumblings from downstate indicate 
that the other exhibitors supposed 
to have been represented by Alger 
and the others are plenty burned up 
because of Alger’s selfish moves. 

Before the meeting met, Alger is- 
sued a second statement contradict- 
ing his first letter of complaint. In 
excusing himself Alger claimed that 
he spoke to Abram Myers of Allied, 
and that Myers told him he wasn’t 
going to get a square deal in the 
new plan. In short, he alleged Myers 
was the instigator of his original 
squawk. 


Indies’ Apology 


Alger’s apology follows: 

“To clear up ‘any misappre- 
hension regarding my letter that 
was printed in the trade papers 
pertaining to the zoning of the 
Illinois and Indiana territory, I 
wish to make the following 
statement: 

“The committee as organized 
consisted of three independent 
exhibitors, one distributor rep- 
resentative and two circuit rep- 
resentatives. Mr. Pettijohn acted 
in an advisory capacity. It is 
my belief that there was a sin- 
cerity of purpose on the part of 
the members of the committee. 
The tentative plan as worked 
out by this committee repre- 
sented the fairest system of 
zoning and protection yet de- 
vised. 

“However, my objections were 
based on the grounds that cer- 
tain clauses in this proposed 
zoning and protection agreement 
were discriminatory. I wish to 
correct any impression that may 
have been created regarding the 
integrity of the members of the 
committee or of Mr. Pettijohn. 

“(Signed) E. E. Alger.” 


The committee for Cook and Lake 
counties, which include metropolitan 
Chicago, is still arguing with indi- 
cations that the present weekly re- 
lease plan will remain set, with 
protection adjustments made indi- 
Vidually. Southside, Chicago, the 
Special bone of contention between 
the circuits—Publix, R-K-O and 
Coston (Warner)—appears settled 
with several concessions from each. 


Chicago, July 1. 
Before C. C. Pettijohn returned to 


New York last week, the zoning 
committee for Cook and Lake 
counties, which includes Chicago, 


had ‘reached a tentative scheme. 
Sub-committee was appointed to ap- 
ply the plan. If the boys reach any 
Sort of a settlement in four months 
it will be a miraele, according to 
Film Row gossip. 

New zoning idea is based on ad- 
mission price. Uses weekly release 
Scheme as basis, Loop, A, B and C 
pre-release and-general release, with 
eight weeks between loop and first 
week of release, 

New note, however, in the releas- 
ing schedule. Pictures are now be- 
ing released north and south simul- 
taneously, followed by west side. 
New ‘schedule will release pictures 
north and west, and then west. 

Small independents are squawking 
plenty at present about the new 
gabe demands of Emil Stern 
; the 11 Essaness houses. Stern 
S demanding that 10 of his 11 
houses be shoved ahead into the 
Pre-release Sroup, and is asking for 
Protection over some houses, as 
much as 21 days. | 


featuring gets another 
oar in the pants in the new code 
ch shoves double feature houses 


into the 26th week of release. 


BROKERAGE SUIT 
BRINGS IN BIG 4 


v Brokerage fees of $9,000 is 
sought by George H. Callaghan in a 
suit brought in the N. Y. Supreme 


Court against Biltmore Productions, 
Inc., percentage producer, for. al- 
leged commissions due for raising 
an angel to back the company in 
making films. 

Said angel being the “Big 4” ex- 
change outfit, system of about 25 
exchanges who work on the golden 
rule basis of share and share alike, 
strictly commission. Callaghan 
claims he got the idea of having the 
“Big 4” pay Biltmore $15,000 a film 
and that his cut was 10% of that 
amount. Arrangement being for 
6 films of which two have been fin- 
ished so far. 

Agreement in question is alleged 
to have been made by, Callaghan 
with Biltmore in December, 1929. 

The “Big 4” has been running 
since first of the year and is a new 
idea in filmdom. Besides Biltmore 
the company has another producing 
tie-up but so far as can be gleaned, 
only one film was produced by the 
latter. 


No Nathanson Opposish 


In Canada—Sells Out 


Montreal, July 1. 
M. L. Nathanson has abandoned 
all or any idea he had of starting 


an opposition against Famous Play- 
ers-Canada in this Dominion. Proof 
is gained to that end from Nathan- 
son's sale of his two Montreal sites 
to Fox. Fox was to have been Na- 
thanson’s ally in any contemplated 
theatre chain move here. 

Two pieces of property assembled 
by Nathanson for theatres in this 
city have a valuation of over $2,- 
000,000. Fox’s purpose in buying is 
unknown unless a blind buy, in 
ease Paramount should wish to 
avail itself of the sites, now that 
Par controls F. P.-Can, 

Fox’s product deal for three years 
with Paramount precluded further 
consideration by Fox of a Canadian 
theatre venture. 

Nathanson was formerly general 
manager of F. P.-Can., which he 
organized some years ago. That 
chain, now owned by Paramount, 
spreads across all Canada, 


Yarn Trade Off 


July 1. 
without success 


Hollywood, 
Universal tried 
to secure the screen rights from 
Paramount for “The Sheik,” made 
several years ago by the late Ru- 
dolph Valentino. Paramount said 
it would trade that story for “The 
toose Woman” and another yarn 
owned by U, but the latter firm 
didn’t think “The Sheik” was worth 
it and the deal is off. 
Universal wanted the “Sheik” for 
John Boles. 


Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week July 4 

Capitol — “Unholy Three“ 
(Metro). 

Paramount — “Love Among 
Millionaires” (Par.). 

Rivoli—“Holiday” (Pathe). 

Roxy—“On the Level” (Fox). 

Strand — “Sweet Mama” 
(FN). 


Week July 11 

Capitol—“Let Us Be Gay’ 
(Metro). . 

Paramount — “For the De- 
fense” (Par.). 

Roxy—“Rogue Song” Metro). 

Strand—“Song of Flame” 
(FN). ‘ 

Winter Garden—“Dawn Pa- 
trol” (WB). 


Paris Parley 


(Continued from page 3) 
their program of water-power de- 
velopment in Austria. 

Water Power 

Force of this situation comes from 
the fact that the Paris conference 
has outgrown the narrow consider- 
ation of picture making and now 
embraces the entire field of electric 
power and electric apparatus. En- 
trance of the water power angle, 
of course, ccmes from the modern 
development of the turbine in the 
generation of electric current for all 
purposes from household devices to 
the operation of trains and the 
lighting of cities. Germany herself 
has no considerable chance to de- 
velop water power within her own 
borders, her streams being gen- 
erally of the “low-fall” type not 
suitable for powerful water chutes. 

Completing the picture is the 
fact that Devies controls a large 
amount of the cheap French capital 
the Germans so urgently need, and 
Devies also is closely allied with 
Curt Sobernheim, head of the bank- 
ing group behind Tobis and also 
the physical administrator of Tobis 
operations. 

Otterson’s Attitude 


Will Hays has communicated to 
J. E. Otterson the willingness of 
certain of the French groups to co- 
operate with the American interests, 
but Otterson is understood to have 
taken an aggressive attitude to- 
ward the negotiations. In French 
circles it is said that this position 
of the American official may jeop- 
ardize the future of American par- 
ticipation in the conference. 

Hays has done a good deal in a 
tactful way to iron out the obstacle, 
Hays being better informed upon 
the diplomacy of the situation. The 
French side looks to Hays to bring 
to the negotiations an understand- 
ing of the interdependence of Eu- 
ropean affairs and thus pacify 
French interests, avoiding a dead- 
lock in the conference and a final 
impasse of the whole Paris under- 
taking. 

Such a result of the conference, 
it is held in France, would bring 
on a definite German-French alli- 
ance on the matters here at issue, 
setting up a combine that would 
probably make costly opposition to 
American business in many 
branches. 

Hays in Conferences 


Hays has been in conference here 
with Dr. Paui Kornitz, the Vienna 
attorney representing Fox Films, 
and the doctor has gone on to Lon- 
don to meet Harley L. Clarke, head 


Fox and Schwartz 


Exchanging 


Seven Houses Each for Operation 


An exchange of houses deal be- 
tween Fox and A. H. Schwartz will 
give each seven of the other's pic- 
ture theatres to operate. It will 
clear an opposition situation in as 
many spots. 

With the exchange Schwartz se- 
cures a five-year Fox product fran- 
chise, something he hasn't had for 
two years past. 

Harry Arthur for Fox in the ex- 
change will rid his operating de- 
partment of seven troublesome small 
houses, while Schwartz will turn 
over to Fox that many of his larger 
theatres. Schwartz has been a 
Long Island operator, mostly on the 
western end of the island. 

R-K-O some time ago made a 
buy of Schwartz, taking a few of 
his theatres. 


| Walter Hays Left $241,467 


Walter Hays, an executive of the 
Mark Strand Theatrical Enterprises 
and who died Sept. 27, 1927, left a 
gross estate of $290,988 and a net 
of $241,467, according to a transfer 
tax appraisal. 

He left $111,510, half the residue, 
to his widow, Bessie I. Hays, of 225 
Central Park West, and the remain- 
der to his two children, Alan Salter 
and Jean E. Hays, of the same ad- 
dress. 

The Jewish Orphan Asylum in 
Rochester receives a $2,500 legacy 
and the Eli D. Hofeller Foundation 
of Buffalo $2,900. 

Securities were valued at $169,- 
890. 


Publix May Reduce Operating 
Theatre Staff s—Man-Power Surplus 


of General Theatres and Fox, and 
besides his picture connection a 
power in American electric and 
utility affairs. London conversa- 
tions probably will concern the 
wider questions of water power and 
utility developments in Austria. 

Clarke sails for New York July 3 
on the. “Ile de France.” 

The Paris conference recessed 
last .Thursday. The resumed ses- 
sion Monday was formal because 
of the absence in Berlin of Emil 
Mayer of the Allgemeine Electrische 
Gesellshaft. Mayer did not get 
back to Paris until today (Tues- 
day). Over the week-end all the 
Germans were in Berlin, Otterson 
and Hays remained in Paris. Ross 
was in Germany. Graham, of Par- 


amount, went to Biarritz with 
Robert Kane. They had business 
conversations with a party of 


Spanish picture men and Graham 
rushed back to Paris, leaving Kane 
to proceed to Spain alone. 

There is a possibility that the 
whole conference will move to Ber- 
lin later on. Whether it does or 
not, Hays will pay the German cap- 
ital a visit before he returns home. 

Hays’ official residence is at the 
Hotel Crillon, where he has a suite 
of rooms for business conferences. 
His private apartment is at the 
Hotel George V. 

Through the sound patents con- 
ference here, big business is now 
dipping into international politics. 

The German delegates late last 
week made a quick trip to Berlin 
in an effort to get their government 
to alter the German quota law as 
a means of satisfying the American 
conferees. It is said that if their 
mission is unsuccessful, the success 
of the whole conference will be 
jeopardized, and the whole plan for 
exchange of patent rights would be 
nullified. 

In that case the prospect, accord- 
ing to inside information, is for a 
trade war. 

Meantime the Americans are 
seeking to persuade the Austrian 
government to revise its quota 
regulations. If successful, it would 
seem that the American trade would 
steal a march on the Germans 
which would bring added pressure 
on Berlin film interests to come to 
terms on the whole patent question. 

The difficulty in the way of the 
German mission to Berlin lies in 
the Democratic government which 
would hesitate to risk its standing 
with the people by legislating by 
request in favor of Big Business. 


Adjournment 


The magnitude of the decisions 
by the German film patents’ dele- 
gates, and the vast effect of any 
such decisions on the German film 
industry, was the actual reason be- 
hind the adjournment of the Paris 
patents’ parley from Thursday un- 
til yesterday (Monday) when the 
meetings resumed. 

The German delegates gave out 
the official hooey statement that 
their individual and personal at- 
tention to private affairs calls them 
back to Berlin, hence the adjourn- 
ment. Actually, the Germans con- 
ferred with the Berlin film and 
patents’ powers and alse checked 
up on any political aspects to the 
situation. 

Hays’ Hooey 


In the meantime, the French 
press, totally ignorant of the actual 
significance of the German-Amer- 
ican patents’ conferences, is replete 


with laudatory editorials praising 
Will Hays, who is regarded as an 
arbiter on some more or 


secondary international film tangle 
which he is over here to adjust 
tactfully. 

Hays is making the most of it 
by extolling the French in general 
and the genius of Louis Lumiere in 
particular as the real daddy of the 
motion picture. Hays called on the 
venerable Lumiere and the French 
patriotic press went nuts per usual. 


Amsterdam, July 1. 

The Amsterdam Bourse has dis- 
played no interest in the Paris 
world sound patent conference, the 
stocks affected being especially 
listless. 

This is regarded as significant. 
While negotiations were on some 
months ago for a Warner buy into 
the German sound interests, every 
move in negotiaticns was discount- 


ed in stock market trading. Now 
while formal statements of the 
Paris conference are published 


Excess of man power in the oper- 
ating end of Paramount Publix is 
to be systematically shaken out un- 
der plans calling for a retrenchment 
move in operation. News of the 
contemplated move on the inside in 
Publix has operating circles slightly 
upset through worry over where 
the axe may fall. 

Decision to retrench follows re- 
ported determination of Publix to 
issue its own cease and desist or- 
der on large circuit acquisitions, 
insiders claiming that there are 
many Publix-trained men on hand 
and not needed who have been held 
in anticipation of spots for them, 
this including student managers, 
These managers, held {n reserve, 
are not to be confused with the 
students of the Publix managers’ 
training school who are guaranteed 
posts in theatres in connection with 
their enrollment. 

Every department in Publix ts 
to be given study in the elimination 
of excess man-power, with heads 
instructed to make up lists of those 
under them, what they do, etc. In 
compiling these lists, departmental 
heads have been ordered to make 
note of those peoyse who could be 
done without. 

One Publix divisional director, it 
is pointed out, is in charge of 26 
theatres, with the following under 
him to handle that division: 

Six district managers division 
manager, division booker, divisional 
ad manager, two district advertis- 
ing men and two district bookers, 
in addition to the house managers, 
their assistants and staffs. Some 
houses have more than one assist- 
ant, there being many with two. 


NORWAY’S TALKER TEST 


(Continued from page 6) 


the world distribution program be- 
cause of lack of resources, his prob- 
lem is further complicated. It is 
doubtful if a producer of native 
pictures in one of the smaller coun- 
tries could possibly operate at a 
profit within his own market, due 
to the handicap of relatively small 
population. The potentiality of 
100% sales in a nation like Norway 
would not give a return on invest- 
ment for even a mediocre produc- 
tion, 

The census of 1925 gave Norway 
a population of 2,772,000, which is 
about the same as the population 
of Minnesota on the 1927 return 
and Minnesota represented but a 
small portion of negative return 
under the state right scale system. 
Population of ali Scandinavia, in- 
cluding Sweden and Denmark, 
would be around 12,000,000, not 
much more than New York State 
alone, representing around 12% un- 
der the old state rights scale, 

As the American trade sees it, 
it would not be practical to spend 
enough on productions for such 
small markets alone to turn out 
product sufficiently high in quality 
to compete with American pictures, 
even at home. 

These arguments logically point 
to the necessity of each nation, 
small or large, making its own pic- 
tures with an eye to world mar- 
kets. Questions involved in this 
Norwegian case are whether the 
reported venture can command the 
necessary capital, and if so, whether 
the native producer may be able to 
accomplish a talker worthy of go- 
ing across the borders. 


from time to time, they get no 
stock trading reaction. 


Dutch stock market reactions are 
carefully watched by American 
banks. Action on the Amsterdam 
Bourse often give a clue to price 
movements in the future. 

During the break in the New 
York securities markets last week, 
a great deal of bullish talk was 
created by the report in Wall Street 
that Amsterdam and London were 
on the buying side in New York, the 
information coming from  broker- 
age houses with known interna- 
tional connections. 


Berlin, July 1. 
Will Hays, it Is intimated, will 
make a visit to Berlin at the end of 
the Paris conference on sound 
patents. 
Harley L: Clarke, president of Fox, 
already is in the German capital 
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555 Conference at Atlantic 
Concluding This Week 


Atlantic City, July 1. 
All a case of maybe whether film 
industry gets new exhibitor contract 
this week. 5-5-5 confab in session 
since Monday working fast but 


heading for snags temporarily 
shoved over but may be due to snarl. 
' Big Knots are music tax, arbitra- 
tion, score charges, and biggest of 
all, devising a penalty for various 
breaches. On this basis stuff for 
confab is cut down galore, but these 
points may hurdle the conference 
into’a protracted fray. 

Tactful leadership of Sid Kent, 
Paramount general manager, pre- 
siding, spotted rough spots and 
helped hurdle them to get to work 
and take care of minor clauses, and 
got two rather important items 
okayed. Kind of rider to one. 

Concerns giving exhibs 5% elim- 
ination privilege without payment 
for cancelled film but only for 
exhibs who are not in default with 
distributor. This clause was jammed 
up today but will likely be straight- 
ened out. — 

The conference may end- tomor- 
row or Thursday at latest, 

Paragrapn including this clause 
resulted from efforts of M. A. Light- 
man, president of MPTOA, and Jack 
Miller, head of Chicago exhibs. But 
before this the confab also okayed 
a maximum protection limit on 
availability of films to 120 days, 
really meanirig-90 and extra 30. 

These two are only salient point 
okayed and done so after much 
discussion that wasn’t limited to 
pure biz. Surprise of session being 
the stepping into the fore of the 
foray of Lightman and Miller to 
lead the way for the exhibs. Size 
up looks like distribs tact left way 
open for just that kind of okay 
with clauses spotted and composed 
so that compromise could be ef- 
fected’‘on a minimum plane. Thus 
on the elimination privilege of the 
new contact allied offering a 25 
per cent. clause and Lightman and 
Miller asking for ten; compromise 
was five. 


“Liar!” Says Hess 


In one stage of the discussion 
Gabe Hess, chief legalist of Hays’ 
outfit, called H. M. Richey of Allied 
outfit a liar. Just what spot don’t 
matter and prompted Kent to say: 
“Gentlemen, this is still a confer- 
ence and not a dog fight,” which 
may or may not give an idea of 
how some of the argument waxed, 
but not nearly so kad. 

Fact that some things were ac- 
complished was mainly due to Kent 
aided a lot by Felix Feist who 
spotted trouble quickly and openly. 
Among things shoved over besides 
music, score charges and arbitra- 
tion were such things as advertis- 
ing, checking and security when 
they came up. All drew fire. 

Matter of advertising on how or 
when an exhib should advertise 
film brought plenty of ire from va- 
rious parties, principal idea being 
to allow prior runs _ protections 
against unfair and unethical prac- 
tices of subsequent runs. This got 
interesting consideration from fact 
that claim by exhibs was that small 
and subsequent runs must try to 
keep patronage in small locals as 
de luxe and first runs try to keep 
folks downtown. Looks like prob- 
able compromise will be effected on 
15-day maximum grace to be al- 
lowed for advance advertising, 


Checking B. O. 


Argument over checking of b. o. 
on percentage accounts mainly one 
of practice and how to perform. 
Contract calling for accounting at 
end of each day and exhibs’ angle 
is that stuff like that should be done 
unobstrusively. Amother spot for 
argument was on clause where 
exhib failing to fulfill run as con- 
tracted is called upon to pay 65% 
of the daily average of the past 30 
days for the unfinished daily time; 
exhibs saying figure too high and 
asking for 50% figure.instead. In- 
teresting here because MPTOA is 
asking for the 50, while Allied is 
staying put on 65, which may mean 
a change will be effected. 

On checking there also came up 
the question of one or the other 
party revealing the exhib biz to 
latters’ detriment, which new con- 
tract specifically prohibits. Some 
one mentioned “Variety’s” box score 
figures and how come. So Kent ups 
and says, “I don’t even know how 
they get ours, but they do.” 

So far, nothing up here to indi- 
cate that anything conference does 


is binding on all distribs, although 
understanding is figured so. 
Adoption of contracts after made 
by distribs may be optional, as is 
arbitration under new _ contract. 
Contract gives it as either exhib or 
distrib may specify arbitration priv- 
ilege, but distrib can decline by 
giving exhib written notice before 
putting contract into effect, even 
after exhib has selected arbitrar. 
Where the confab will get off on 
this handle is a matter of conjec- 
ture, arbitration being held illegal 
if compulsory under Thacher ruling 
and in film biz being matter of in- 
terstate commerce any arbitration 
argument, even of voluntary make 
and in states where arbitration is 
upheld, same may come up against 
Federal law. Which means this is 
probably most dangerous ground 
conference is stepping on. But an- 
other thing is that present 
setup of arbitration under new con- 
tract allows for no penalty, although 
providing for arbitration awards 
one way or the other. And no pen- 
alty, it’s claimed here, knocks arbi- 
tration plans nearly cuckoo, giving 
neither distrib nor exhib something 
to swing for breaches of contract. 


Every time penalty came up 
order was to hit off into a contract 
canéellation. This was shown as 
futile because cancellation of con- 
tract with distrib by exhib may 
prove to his own detriment and 
product allotted a competitor. Like- 
wise the penalty argument was the 
snag in nearly every cause, there 
being no teeth found with which 
eentracts were to be enforced. This 
is the biggest thing the conference 
has to overcome, 


Score charges are not expected 
to give much trouble, nor advertis- 
ing, nor even checking. On score 
charges exhibs take it that the 
music being part ofr the film that 
distribs and producers should pay 
that freight out ef own and idea 
at present is likely that Kent may 
shove this' one out owing to prac- 
tice that is making score charges 
res no grata and becoming of less 
interest to producers, some of them 
having forgotten or eliminated 
them._in certain instances owing to 
sales resistance on this angle from 
exhibs. Kent’s attitude understood 
as being likewise so. 

Music Tax Up 


On-the music tax exhibs feel they 
may be paying for something that 
is not only part of the film but also 
for which the A. 8. C. A and P, may 
have no legal right. Abram Meyers, 
leading the allied delegation, when 
asking for documents relating to 
contracts of producers and distribs 
with the society of composers, was 
told by Gabe Hess they were con- 
fidential and could not be revealed. 
Meaning plenty of argument that 
way when matter comes up. 

Setup of arbitration is along 
lines of American Arbitration So- 
ciety rules with machinery to be 
conducted by film boards of trade 
and exhib associations and film 
board official acting as clerk, Con- 
tract setup is license long form 
agreement containing articles of 
faith so-called to back up a short 
form that will be.used in practice. 
Long form is to go to exchanges 


and. exhibs for ref and will be 
known as standard license agree- 
ment. Short form contains eight 
clauses and schedule and forms 


part of the standard agreement. 

An interesting figure brought out 
in arbitration argument was by Sid 
Kent that 50,000 cases were arbi- 
trated in past six years in film biz. 
This was during argument on arbi- 
tration when Kent cited fact that 
exhibs from his experience preferred 
arbitration. However, to get an 
idea of how the confab may go on 
Gabe Hess, ‘starting to speak, was 
saying: “If ever we've finished with 
all these claims—”’ Felix Feist said: 
“You should live so long.” 

Another laugh came when in ar- 
guing about the elimination priv- 
jlege Miller said to Kent: “From 
what you say nearly everything that 
concerns Chicago is unfair or some- 
thing. Well, one thing we don’t do 
out there is buy pictures with guns.” 
Those attending confab are M. A. 
Lightman, Sidney Kent, Abram 
Meyers, Felix Feist, Phil Reisman, 
Al Lichtman, Jay Emanuel, E. A. 
Schiller, Gabriel Hess, W. A. Steffes, 
Jack’ Miller, H. A. Cole, H. M. 
Richey, Nathan Yamins, Sam Dem- 
bow, Jack Harwood, Charles 
Picquet, P: R, Biechele:. 


RENO FEMME TOWN 


(Continued from page 1) 


Any reason good enough for 
divorce. 

Getting married best reason. 

No night life—in public. 

But Reno’s plenty wet. 


Greatest hideaway in America. 


Not a gigolo in this town. Per- 
haps because the night life is too 
dull or far away—in Paris. From 
local information of a tourist of the 
soft specie, gigs only go where they 
ean stick. A three months’ trick for 
a gig is a flop in their language. 

Men trying to bust away from 
their headache somehow don’t come 
out here. Femme after a split out- 
number the saps 10 to 1. 

Women here for the nonce or 
worse spread the S. A. Most of 
them on the make. Anyone wiil do 
if he has a clean face, collar and 
fast talk. 


Natives Out 


Natives are composed of retired 
farmers, cattle men and sheep herd- 
ers. They don’t even enter with the 
mad mob from all directions. Three 
months here waiting for that decree 
is much too long for the females 
who feel they are temporarily in jail. 

Anything for them to kill time is 
leaped upon. A man seems to be 
every dame’s desire. 

About all the male companionship 
the out-of-town femme has when 
landing here with her plentitude of 
money, maids and autos, is her law- 
yer. He’s nice enough, but she’s up 
against the ethics there; the law- 
yers are. all business and don’t mix. 
Maybe some lost a fee once that 
way. So the girls with attachments 
back east or further west must look 
elsewhere. 


Smart 


These near-divorcees when reach- 
ing this burg give an impression 
they are about the smartest bunch 
of dames in the main that any part 
of the country holds at one time, 
away from Broadway or Los An- 
geles. Some are over-smart. 

When getting down to the subject 
of the old man, the gals go to it. 
Nothing in their married life is a 
secret, before a bunch of them with 
strangers included. Every dame has 
1,000 alibis, but they are all the same. 

If the mugg didn’t wash his neck, 
or snored, or tight with his dough, 
or had another heart, or if they just 
grew tired, anything; they tell all. 


Expense Money 


And how the woman pays! To 
have company, she'll pay any and at 
all times. The old man’s coin, ex- 
pense money. Most often the old 
man chiseled her in the first place 
before she came out, and he knows 
he got away cheap from that one; 
but the dame is happy; she has 
some money at last to spend freely. 
And maybe she’s going to get more. 
If you believe them, they left the 
old man flat on the lot, with nothing 
but his future. 

As the forthcoming divorcees 
commence to circulate they grow 
jealous of each other, and from that 
it goes to hate, heavy. The other 
dame is trying to cop her guy out 
here. Whoever the guy may be, he’s 
only as temporary as the dame is, 
but the three-month girls go wild 
just the same over it. 


Celebrations 


Almost every woman holds a cele- 
bration on the eve of her divorce 
decree. It must be on the eve, for 
the next day when getting it she 
lams out of town on the first rattler. 

Reno seems the one part of the 
U. S. the government doesn’t know 
about. A Federal man would be a 


Nat'l Advertisers Stalling Over 
Screen Publicity as Salesman 


novelty out here. 
about the women. 

Gambling is licensed by the State 
and claimed to be on the level. If 
suggesting there may be a braced 
wheel or so about, you will get a 
dirty look insead of being shot. 

The West has gone pansy. 

The Willows, the only after-dark 
excitement, is about two miles out 
of town. Entertainment here is 
specialized. The place is decorated 
on an elaborate scale with about 
five large rooms set aside for differ- 
ent things. 


Maybe he’s heard 


“Tex” 
One room is for gambling. An- 
other for private entertainment, 


where George Hart, formerly of 
vaude, sits at a piano and pounds 
out songs for his guests. The guests 
are invited into the inner room from 
the main dance floor. Hart has a 
repertoire of several thousand num- 
bers and whips out any on request. 
Hart, with personality, cashes in via 
the kitty. 

George Higgins and his band, 
from San Francisco, furnish the 
dance music. Band is plenty hot 
and has a good vocal trio. Kitty 
works here, too. 

“Tex” Hart is manager of the 
place. All managers of gambling 
houses here are called “Tex.” Sug- 
gests Texas and the Texan Ranger 
or the late Tex Rickard, who spenf 
some time around here, or Tex 
Guinan, 

A number of picture boys play 
this spot because all they can get in 
Mexico can be found here, without 
the possibility of running into some- 
one from home. It’s 700 miles from 
the coast and a perfect hideaway. 


PUBLIX AUST’L BUY 


(Continued from page 7) 

80 houses, no one in Par will say 
that actual negotiations are on 
toward such a deal. It is known 
the foreign manager of Paramount 
in Australia, impressed with the 
profit made last year by Union, 
which paid 12% dividend and could 
have paid 20%, has taken up with 
the home office the question of 
whether or not it wouldn’t be ad- 
visable to acquire these houses. 

A year ago all distributors forced 
percentage playing of pictures on 
Australia, according to accredited 
New York sources and through tnar 
learning how much money the the. 
atres in the Antipodes were making 
As a result of discovering the 
grosses, the distribs, it is charged, 
have trebled rentals since silent 
days, making it tougher now, par- 
ticularly in view of poorer business 
conditions this year and the tariff, 
for the Australian strings to clear 
profits. Some theatres over there 
have even .been forced to close 
down through conditions and high 
rentals, it is claimed. ‘ 

Paramount may or may not gain 
control of the Union Theatres, that 
depending largely, it is stated, on 
the offer made. Union is a branch 
of General Theatres, holding com- 
pany for that and Australasian 
Films, buyer of pictures and equip- 
ment for the Union houses. General 
is sub-divided into four different 
companies, each with directors, but 
that it is inferred would probably 
not stand in the way of a deal, al- 
though approval of all would. be 
necessary. 


Cardinal Hayes’ Short Expected 
To Now Boom Wiring of Churches 


A Paramount short featuring 
Cardinal Hayes blessing the Cath- 
olic Educational Association, now 
in annual convention in New Or- 
leans, and other educational shorts 
being shown the National Educa- 
tional Association in Columbus, O., 
this week, are expected to pave the 
way for a boom in educational 
sound equipment in schools and 
churches. 

So far as Western Electric is 
concerned, it states that the the- 
atre saturation point has been well 
nigh reached and that more than 
half of the current installations and 


future contracts are for replace- 
ments of other equipments. ; 

The order given by the Veterans’ 
Bureau for 68 W. E. portable equip- 
ments costing $3,000 each to be 
wired into U. S. War Veterans’ hos- 
pitals is the largest single order for 
sound equipment placed. From the 
Cardinal Hayes’ short, Western an- 
ticipates a boom in Catholic church 
business, 

Fox, Audio-Cinema and Para- 
mount have a number of sound ed- 
ucationals already produced in an- 
ticipation of this new market which 
will be slower, but is counted upon 
to far overshadow the theatrical 
business, 


Despite guarantee of distribution, 
as undertaken by Paramount Pub} 
large commercial advertisers arg 
reported displaying unusual timidity 
about using the screens of P-p or 


sales. 

Generally poor business condi. 
tions, tightness of money, unemploy- 
ment and uncertainty have combined 
with Wall street’s wavering ways 
and the tariff toward scaring off 
heavy advertisers who might make 
commercial talkers. 


big odds that national advertisers, 
spending millions, would hop at the 


screen and scenarios the minute dis- 
tribution was provided. The odds, 
with conditions unfavorable, are now 
in the other direction. 

Only 2 Accounts 


tribution and regarded as a tremen- 
dous selling point when apnvroximate 
patronage is figured to determine 
how much circulation would be 
reached by the advertiser, has closed 


company and the I. Miller shoe peo. 
ple. 


all but ready to sign contracts are 
still “pending.” 


toon and I. Miller two one-reelers, 
with stories that contain comedy. 
Both will be shown in all the P-P 
houses under the provisions of the 
contract, 

With a view to beating the tariff 
bugaboo, Washington has_ been 
asked for a list of commodities af- 
fected by the tariff. P-P will go 
after those not seriously hit by the 
tariff, figuring they are the better 
possibilities. 

It is declared that most of the 
large advertisers have their budgets 


at this time. 


PAR IN AUSTRIA 


(Continued from page 6) 


rian steppe. Paul Vincenti and Ere 
nest Verebes are featured. 

“Two Hearts in Three-Quarter 
Time,” German talkie, is the hit of 
the season, outdoing even “Singing 
Fool.” It has now been running 
over two months and the draw is 
undiminished. 

Politics 

Hungarian talking and _ sound 
films are forbidden in Roumania 
for political reasons. The new king, 
Carol, who promises privileges for 
language minorities in his country, 
may change the mind of his cabi- 


net. Roumania would be an im- 
portan. market for Hungarian 
sound pictures if once production 
really got started here. 

A good beginning was made by 
the first local film revue, an all- 


talking Hungarian cabaret perform- 
ance, featuring the most popular 
stars of Budapest cabaret, almost 
a national institution here. Pic- 
ture was taken with Hungarian ap- 
paratus, the Missik system. Entire 
production cost $6,000. Produced by 
a company formed for this. single 
production, which is, however, en- 
couraged by the first and 
goes on working. 

As a contrast, Hunnia film stu- 
dios have obtained about $90,000 
state subsidiy for the purpose of 
being fitted with Western Electric 
apparatus and start talkie produc- 
ing on a big scale. 

UFA’s three theatres here—of 
which two opened during this year 
—had a disastrous season. Dr. 
Kalbuss, now manager of UFA the- 
atres in Budapest, toh’ journalists 


success 


with new German apparatus, cal- 
culated to outdo Western in every 
respect. Failure tlis year is attrib- 
uted to bad reproduction and the 
summer will be employed to correct 
this. 


Old Western Names 


Universal City, July 1. 
Al Neitz is making the second of 
six outdoor talkers National Play- 
ers is producing for the Big Four 
Corp. of New York. Current west- 
ern has Yakima Canutt starred, and 
old western names in Wally Wales, 


Rex King, and Buzz Barton. Renee 
Borden is femme lead. 
The company leases space at 


Universal 


that all three houses will be fitted’ 


any other company to stimulate * 


The industry was ready to give ~ 


chance of plugging products on the — 


P-P, with its 1,560 theatres as dis- 


for only two accounts, the Lysol . 
Other large national advertisers | 


Lysol is making a one-reel care a 


set for an entire year and where : 
they are not actually cutting them. 
are unwilling to add anything on > 
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VARIETY 


“Variety's” Bulletin Condensed 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety's” Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Saturday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


weekly “Variety.” 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 


department in this issue. 


Protesting certain clauses, Ben 
Lyon refused to sign a five-year 
contract with Warners. Principal 
item opposed was that player must 
be on tap at any time for radio 


proadcasts. 


ward Clark resigned from 
scenario staff, after 35 
years an actor, writer and director, 
to conduct a school of stage and 
screen art. 


Fox. West Coast execs have 
bought back from employees the 
Fox stock sold them on a weekly 
payment plan. Payment was made 
at the original buying figure of $25, 
plus six per cent. 


With construction completed on 
four miniature golf courses, Fox 
West Coast plans four more. All 
are near neighborhood houses. Sid 
Algiers and Fletcher Billings, man- 
ager and treasurer respectively of 
the Mayan theatres, have organized 
a company for the construction of 
a chain of trick golf courses. 


Winnie Sheehan is spending a 
week’s vacation on location with 
Fox’s “Big Trail’ company at Jack- 
gon’s Hole, Wyo. 


Universal's new five-year option 
‘eontract with Slim Summerville 


= 


Marion Davies 
featured in M-G-M’s 
**Floradora Girl”’ 


“The Choice of the Profession” 


A make-up with Max 
Factor’s Preparations is 
applied quicker, smooth- 
er, thinner, and is an im- 
portant aid to correct 
characterization. 


Max Factor’ 
Net PANCHROMATIC and 


( ) TECHNICOLOR 
MAKE-UP for the screen 
Max Factor’s 
THEATRICAL 
MAKE-UP for the stage 
At All Leading Drug Stores 


MAX FACTOR’S MAKE-UP STUDIOS, Hollywood 


lax Factor.—(L. A. Chamber of Commer 


a 


| calls for an aggregate of $600,000, 


if all the options are taken up. 


Eddie De Lang, former chorus 
man on the Radio lot, plays a 
hard-boiled military policeman in 
“Half Shot at Sunrise.” 


Cable to “Variety” from London 
states that an English court has 
restrained Warners from releasing 
“The Woman He Scorned” unless 
concern publicly announced that 
Warwick Ward’s voice in the film 
was not his but had been dubbed. 


Gladys Frazin is out of Edgar 
Wallace’s London show “On the 
Spot” because her husband Monty 
Banks became a stage door nui- 
sance, 


Jacqueline Logan is due here in 
two weeks from London where she 
appeared in two pictures for Sono- 
Art. She will freelance. 


First with title of assistant 
supervisor is Jerry Horwin who 
will be right ham man to Albert 
De Mond at Universal. 


Falcon Productions will make a 
series of Boy Scout pictures at Tec- 
Art. Back of the project is James 
E. West chief executive of the B. 
S. of A. 


Winifred Dunn is writing “Aloha” 


for Rogell Productions. Film -will 
be shot in Hawaii. 
New musical “Oh Judge” going 


into the Vine Street is bankrolled 
by Jack Wilson and Frank Strong, 
who own the theatre. Bud Murray 
will stage the dances. 


Universal switched Albert De 
Mond from supervisory berth on 
proposed “‘Boudoir Diplomat.” Reins 
will be lLandled by Carl Laemmle, 
Bf 


Roland West will have a four- 

way credit on “Bat Whispers,” his 
next for United Artists. He will 
be listed as producer, director, 
adaptor and dialog writer. 
Local Paramount 
postponed its stage 
opener for two weeks. Lack of an 
m. c. is the reason. Probability 
still is that Paul Ash will be the 
initial maestro. 


theatre has 
presentation 


Litigation is probable in a mixup 
between Pathe and Selznick & 
Joyce, agents, over the rights to 
“Lipstick,” planned as an_ early 
starter by Pathe. 


A general switch in studio press 
agents has LeRoy moving from the 
Carthay Circle theatre to Universal, 
replacing Milt Howe, who moved to 
Paramount following replace Bill 
Wright. Latter was elevated to as- 
sistant associate producer on the 
same lot. 


The Osborne. Sisters, Eastern 
radio artists, are now in town to 
see Jesse L. Lasky, who promised 
them screen tests for a_ possible 
term contract with Paramount. 


Trem Carr has decided to re- 
shoot three reels of “Second Honey- 
moon.” Phil Whitman will meg 
the new scenes, vice Phil Rosen. 


Albert Kelley has been engaged 
to direct the new “Leatherpusher” 
series for Universal with Sam 
Freedman supervising. 


After dialoging three at Para- 


.mount, George Abbott left for New 


York, where he will spend the sum- 
mer working on a couple of stage 
plays. Agreement with Par. calls 
for his return here in the fall. 


Latest addition to the catalog of 
Hollywood hobbies is by Lucien 
Littlefield, who maintains a semi- 
pro baseball team and pays all ex- 


penses. He’s doing it to cinch 
center field. 

Warners established the 
Forum theatre as_ the official 


“showing” spot for vaude acts and 
talent for the Ceballos revues. 


It is understood Universal had to 
pay Genevieve Tobin $2,500 a week 
before she would consent to leave 
the New York stage to play the 
lead in “Sincerity,” which John 
Stahl is slated to direct. 


Fox studios has lifted the studio 
bars to permit agents to visit a 


maximum of five producers or di- 


rectors a day under guard. 


To prove that she could step out 
of heavy parts and play straight 
leads, Dorothy Burgess studied the 
script for “Painted Desert,” then 
paid for a 1,000-foot roll of test to 
show Pathe executives she could 
play the part, Test was okay. 


“The Glory Declared,” Dr. Ralph 
Culver Bennett's production, starring 


himself at the Music Box, opened 
and closed on Monday night, but 
reopened Thursday. Doctor col- 
lapsed from exhaustion after the 
first performance and decided to 
give it up, but when advised that 
ke would have to pay the cast two 
weeks’ salary he decided to carry on. 


First National has decided to spot 
Lawrence Grey opposite Marilyn 
Miller in “Sunny.” 


Lydell Peck, husband of Janet 
Gaynor, has been elevated from a 
story writer at Paramount studios 
to assistant associate producer to 
Licyd Sheldon. 


Lon Chaney left for New York 
last week to undergo treatment for 
his throat ailment. 


After William J. Craft was 
awarded a divorce from Dora E. 
Craft it was disclosed that the di- 
rector had made an outside prop- 
erty settlement of $40,000 on his 
wife. There are no children, 


A practical joke resulted in con- 
Siderable ioss and time at the Para- 
mcunt studios when some _ one 
phoned a false alarm. Two battal- 
lions of firefighters stormed the 
studio grounds looking for the 
imaginary blaze. 


Max Hart’s suit against Walter 
Catlett for $12,000 in back commis- 
sions and money loans was seitled 
out of court. Agent is reported to 
have received $4,000. 


Evelyn Knapp replaces Dorothy 
Mackaill in “Rivers End” for War- 
ners. Switch brought about by de- 
mand of First National, who said 
they had another part for Miss 
Mackaill, 


Paramount is bringing Jack King 
from New York as a new member 
of the studio song-writing staff. 


Paramount has called off “Honey- 
moon Hate” because story 
trouble. This leaves Jeanette Mc- 
Donald and Robert Chisholm with- 
out an immediate picture. Studio 
has substituted “Little Miss Blue- 
beard” with Clara Bow. 


Eddie Cantor’s date at Loew's 
State failed to materialize this week 
because of the preview for 
“Whoopee.” Comedian won't go 


‘into the picture house until he has 


seen the Goldwyn film quietly but 
publicly screened. 


Liberty Productions have ac- 
quired the-.screen rights to ‘Valley 
of Adventure.” 


“Rose of the Rancho” is slated 
to start at Paramount some time in 
August with Gary Cooper. 


“Hell’s Angels” goes into the 
Warfield, San Francisco Aug. 7 on 
a grind policy. Picture precedes 
the Frisco showing by opening in 
Seattle, at the Fox, July 18, also on 
a grind. 


Andre Charlot left England for 
the United States June 20 in search 
of talent for the new revue to star 
Beatrice Lillie. 


FN has selected James Rennie to 
play “Captain Blood.” Studio is 
reported grooming Rennie for star- 
dom. 


After considerable negotiations, 
Davey Lee goes with Columbia in 
“The Squealer.” Jack Holt is in 
the cast, with Harry Joe Brown to 
direct. Starts July 9. 


Lila Lee has been ordered to take 
a complete rest for eight weeks by 
her doctor. She has appeared in 17 
pictures during the past 18 months 
and was due to appear in “Little 
Caesar,” starting next week, for 
Paramount. 


MET’S INDUSTRIALS 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Metropolitan Sound Studio’s in- 
dustrial talker business has been 
extended to the middle west. Wil- 
ding Productions Co. of Detroit, 
formerly engaged in silent indus- 
trial film making, has been com- 
bined with the local concern as the 
middle west unit. Similar extension 
is planned for the east. 

Sound channel and personnel have 
been sent to Detroit from here. 


“Eternal Fools” in Court 


An injunction suit to restrain the 
production of a talking film of the 
play, “Eternal Fools,’ translated 
from the Yiddish, was filed in the 
New York Superior Court by Charles 
Weinblatt and Ada Sterling against 
Harry Kalmanowitz and the Judea 
Films, Inc, 

The plaintiffs say they acquired 
an equal right with Kalmanowitz, 
the author, in the profits from the 
production of the play, and have 
just learned that Kalmanowitz 
ignored them and sold it for a talk- 
ing film to the Judea company. 


“Endless Chain” Coupon Racket Is % 
In Again—Tickets “Given” Away 


The “endless chain” coupon racket, 
formerly used in sales of women’s 
hosiery and wearing apparel, has 
been revamped for picture theatre 
ticket giveaways by an outfit calling 
itself the Motion Picture Coupon 
Company. Crews of salesmen have 


been sent out on a country-wide 
house-to-house canvass from the 
company’s offices at 745 7th avenue, 
New York, ~~ 

Purchasers of coupons, after go- 
ing through the necessary reselling 
routine, are offered tickets to any 
picture house in the U. S. As far as 
is known, the company has no estab- 
lished relations or business connec- 
tions with any theatre circuits or 
exhibs, but independently buys the 
ordered ducats through the b.o. 

Company’s profit on each coupon 
buyer is estimated at around $2, 
minimum, while through each in- 
dividaul customer the company 
gains four others, with the same ap- 
proximate profit from each. While 
the coupon buyers receive three 
tickets to any chosen theatre for 
25c. if having followed the direc- 
tions. 

It works thusly: Housewife buys 
a coupon from a friend for 25 cents; 
mails it to the company for a book 
of coupons, priced at 25 cents each, 
enclosing $1 as the purchase price 
on the book; sells the four coupons 
to four friends at 25 cents apiece. 


Catch 


A slight catch enters at this point. 
Quoting the*company’s directions, 
“When the four persons to whom 
you have sold coupons have each 
sent us $1 for a book of four coupons 
as you have, you will then be en- 
titled to receive three seats to any 
motion picture theatre or theatres 
that you may select.” 

By selling the four coupons for 
two bits each and retaining the $1 
thus collected, the buyer has re- 
ceived his or her money back. Some- 
times the fact that the $1 is so 


easily recouped prompts the coupon 
buyers to forget the additional 2% 


cents paid for the original coupon, 
according to reports on the system 
as previously used, but makes slight 
difference either way, as three duc- 
ats, amounting probably to $2.25 o1 
$3, are considered reasonable enough 
for a quarter. 

A note on the coupon back 
States: “Do not sell a coupon to any 
one who does not intend td buy @ 
coupon book such as ysu have 
bought.” Though not given, the 
cause for this is that if a coupon ia 
sold to such a person, the seller will 
not receive the promised tickets, aa 
all four to whom coupons were sold 
must send in their respective bucka 
before the seller is entitled te 
tickets. 

Coupon racket was worked with 
golf balls as the prizes a short time 
ago but, from reports, not very suc- 
cessfully. It was more successful 
about two years or so ago in con- 
nection with ladies’ hose, at that 
time amounting to big business. 
Several government investigations 
failed to put a stop to the practice. 
It's still going on in some sections, 
but has died off generally from lack 
of interest. 


PRODUCNORS, 
PARAMOUNT PUBLIX THEATRES 


FAMOUS 


MEGLIN 
KIDDIES 


NEW HOME 
2203 Venice Blivd., Lee Angeles 


crowds from far and 


heat outside. 


sired. Used b 
lix, Warner 


coast to coast. 
necessity. 


Push in on COOLNESS! 


book. 


Y over with a 


BANG! 


IKE the hit of the season, Kooler-Aire draws 


weeks of hot weather are ahead. 
Write us today for this new 


near. Your theatre 


becomes a cool retreat from the torrid, sultry 
Folks find refreshing relief at 
last, when they enter the theatre equipped with 
Kooler-Aire, Nature’s healthful refrigeration. 


“The silent partner of the talkies.” 
turbing mechanical hums or roaring noises. 
Lowers the temperature to suit conditions and 
changes the air as often as de- 
Paramount-Pub- 
ros., Fox, R-K-O 
and independent exhibitors from 
A year-round 


No dis- 


Many 


Kooler-Aire Engineering Corporation 
1916 Paramount Bidg., New York City 


Pacific Coast Distributors: 


B. F. SHEARER CO. 
SEATTLE—PORTLAND—LOS ANGELES 
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EVERYWHERE 


Harold W. Cohen, in 
Pitsburg Post Gazette 
June 7,1950. 


BOSTON SAYS: 


"The most dramatic and realistic thing ever put on 
the screen, Don't miss it!”’ 


George Seibel, Boston American, 6/3 
MA picture so worth-while that you simply must not 


4a 
miss it. Helen Eager, Boston Traveler, 6/3 


PHILADELPHIA SAYS: 


“Unquestionably the greatest screen document of the 
wer that has yet been presented.’ 


Philadelphia Inquirer, 6/3 


Unquestionably the finest work of its type the studios 
have. ever turned out.’ 


Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, 6/3 
PITTSBURGH | SAYS:. 


"To miss it would be to miss i ie movie- going experi- 
ence that comes once in a lifetime.” 


Harold Ww; 1 Cohen, Pittsburgh Post- Gazette, 6/3 


"The most gripping photoplay thet has ever been | 


manufactured for either the sound or silent screen.’ 
Karl Krug, Pittsburgh Press, 6/3 


ST. LOUIS SAYS: 


"The picture every person should see. Takes a place 
with the few great cinema offerings of all time. 


Nie, St. Louis Post-Dispatch 6116 


(‘A film classic. Realistic and gripping, one of the 
hnest pictures ever filmed.” St. Louis Star, 6/16 


CINCINNATI SAYS: 


the most powerful film ever made. 
d be seen by everyone. 


ener Wilson, Cincinnati Commercial Tribune, 6/16 


‘If this newspaper used the ‘star system’ of indicating 
show values, we should give it a string of asterisks 


that would make the Milky Way look like an alley. a 
Frank Aston, Cincinnati Post, 6/16 


KANSAS CITY SAYS: 


“lam @ woman énd | wish all women could see it. 


Is essentially a woman's picture, a film that seems 
more life then drama.” 


Barbara Moffit, Kansas City Star, 6/15 


“Such a stirring photoplay that it will be futile to 
present another war play « on the screen.”, 


Ace, Kansas City Journal -Post, 6/15 
LOS ANGELES SAYS:. 


“Itis a picture to see once, twice, and more. A great 


‘credit to its producers. Pc Powerful . . grim. a“ 


Dorothy Herzog, Los. Herald, 4/24 


“All others are tame by comparison. Not to be missed 
by those who delight in rare cinema achievements.’ 


Monroe Lathrop, Los Angeles Evening Express, 4/99 
ATLANTA. SAYS: 


The “evteag! picture yet made. Audience sat awed! 
Magnificent.’¢ 


Ralph T. “Jones, Atlante Constitution, 6/10 


“Unhesitatingly rank it heed ond “shoulders 
any other war pictures. 


James B. Nevin» Jr., Atlanta Georgian, 6/10 


UNIVERSAL 


“The greatest pictur’ this columnist ever saw.” 
Reel, Chicago American, 5/29 
ne you will want to see.” 
hicago Herald-Examiner, 5-99 
BALTIMORE SAYS: 


“The most thrilling” of the” war “pictures. A filmic 
masterpiece. 


Norman Clark, Baltimore & Eve. | News, 5/13, 
“Don'tlet anything keep you from seeing 3 this | picture. 4 


Q.E.D., Baltimore Eve. Sun, 5/13 
NEW. YORK SAYS: 


“Mightiest war dra ma ever seen in the ages of history.” 
Regina Crewe, New York American, 4/30 
“Here is @ war picture beside ‘which all others seem 


trivial.’ William Boehnel, N. Y. Telegram’ 
DETROIT SAYS: 


“Should not be overlooked .by any motion picture 
patron.’ Ella H. McCormick, Detroit Free Press, 5/4 


“The spring sensation of 5f 1930. Unparalleled in pres 
vious talkies.”’ _ Mollie Merrick, Detroit News, 5/4 


SAN. FRANCISCO, SAYS: 


“Should run until every man; woman, and child chs 
‘seen 


Lloyd S. Thompson, nan, Fre Francisco Examiner, 5/16 


"The greatest war picture that has yet been filmed.’ 
Fred Johnson, San Francisco Call-Bulletin, 5/16 


And 17 Papers ,in ,London, 
England, Go Wild with Praise 
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Exhibs Preparing Strong 


Campaign for Open Sundays 


Topeka, July 1. 


Claiming the theatres of Kansas 
are the object of discrimination by 
state officials, the Kansas- Missouri 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
Kansas and Western Missouri are 
organizing to obtain the repeal of 
the Kansas labor law, and have 
passed resolutions appealing to the 
people of Kansas for support in their 
effort to convince the state legisla- 
ture, next winter, that the law is 
obsolete. 

Committees of theatre men are to 
be named in every congressional 
district of the state. These com- 
mittees will interview candidates for 
the legislature, and upon their re- 


port will depend the next steps to- 


ward opening theatres on Sunday in 
Kansas. The theatre men believe 
the state is ready for such a move, 
the laws against boxing and cigarets 
raving been repealed at the last two 
gessions of the legislature. 

In starting their first definite cam- 
paign to secure the desired legisla- 
tion, the theatre men declare that 
the labor law was passed in 1868, 
long before pictures were thought 
ef. The law at that time was nec- 
essary to prevent a condition in the 
labor situation which long since has 
been eliminated. Decisions of the 
eourts and opinions of the state’s 
attorney general’s office have nar- 
rowed down the enforcement of the 
h.w to the extent that only theatres 
are now affected by the provision 
that “no unnecessary labor” be per- 
formed on the Sabbath. Baseball, 
miniature golf and all other forms 
ef recreation are not affected. 

The Kansas and Missouri theatre 
men at the same time refused to 
take up the Kansas censorship laws, 
preferring to wait until the new 
eode of ethics of the producers has 
had time to show effect here, believ- 
ing that the pictures and advertising 
now visible to the public are not 
arguments for the abolition of cen- 
sorship. 

The convention was in session at 
the Hotel Kansas June 24-25 E. 
Van Hyning, of Iola, succeeded R. R. 


Biechlie, of Kansas City, as president 
for the district. Biechle has been 
president of the association for seven 
years. Barry Dubinski, of Jefferson 
City, was elected vice-president, and 
Jay Mears, of Kansas City, Mo., 
treasurer. Mrs. June Medcalf, of 
Kansas City, Kans., was employed 
by the board of directors as execu- 
tive secretary, to have charge of the 
permanent offices in Kansas City. 
Directors 


Six directors were chosen from 
Kansas and an equal number from 
the western Missouri territory. The 
Kansas directors are: Harry Mc- 
Clure, Topeka; A. R. Zimmer, of 
Dodge City; C. L. McVey, of Her- 
ington; C. W. Robertson, of Pitts- 
burg; J. C. Harmon, of Wichita; 
E. E. Sprague, of Goodland, and 
R. R. Biechle, of Kansas City, Kan. 

Missouri directors: A, ¥. Baker, 
of Joplin; C. H. Burkey, of Kansas 
City, Mo.; C. R. Wilson, of Liberty; 
J. C. Staples, of Rockport; Frank 
Weary, of Richmond, and Ray Len- 
hard, of Clinton. 


Ben Endres, of Leavenworth, lead- 
er of the anti-administration forces 
in the state legislature last winter, 
acted as toastmaster at the banquet, 
and Judge W. F. Lilleston, of Wichi- 
ta, made the chief address. 


At a dinner given for the Fox- 
Midwest managers the first night of 
the convention, and attended by 31 
eity managers, it was announced 
that E. C. Rhoden, general maaager 
for the district, has been given ju- 
risdiction over Fox theatres in the 
St. Louis district to be added to the 
present district. This means 41 
more theatres, including St. Louis 
and immediately adjacent territory 
in Illinois. 


Perry on the Fly 
Hollywood, July 1. 
Charles Perry is winging his way 
eostward by aeroplane. 
He will confer with officials on 
Publix presentation circuit for the 
far west. 


De Forest Ruling 


(Continued from page 5} 


pictures recover from Stanley such 
gains, profits and advantages to 
which they may show themselves 
entitled, 


Fifth, that a perpetual injunction 
be issued in this suit enjoining and 
restraining said defendant, the 
Stanley Company, its officers, etc., 
from directly or indirectly using or 
causing to be used inventions under 
the clauses of the Reis patent. 

Sixth, that the remaining letters 
patent if valid are not infringed by 
Stanley Company. 


Seventh, that the bill of complaint 
be dismissed as to the last patents. 

Eighth, that the defense used by 
Stanley that they were licensed un- 
der the last patents has not been 
sustained. 


Ninth, that the matter of costs, 
as between respective parties here- 
in, shall be reserved pending entry 
of the final Cecrees of the counsel. 

If Judge Morris had not left the 
bench today, the decree would not 
have been issued until November. It 
is stated here that the defendants 
permitted the case to reach the 
court only because of this, hoping 
to effect a settlement before the 
decree, 

The decision is by far the most 
important ever made in talker liti- 
gation. Judge Morris, throughout 
his career as U. S. District judge 
here, has been recognized as an au- 
thority in talker patent and radio 
litigation. The implications of the 
decision coming just before his 
leaving office are causing heated 
discussion here and in Washington. 
This discussions, however, centers 
largely around the government’s 
radio trust suit recently filed here. 

The decision is the culmination 
of more than three years of com- 
plicated litigation on talker pat- 
ents, throughout which DeForest 
has occupied the key position. The 
issue was brought to a head by in- 
stallation of the questioned appar- 
atus in a theatre here under direc- 
tion of Western Electric, which is 
aligned with Stanley. During the 
trial the court room was crowded 
with most of the prominent inves- 
tors in the radio and talker field. 
The last of the apparatus was 
moved out today. 
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Trenton’s ‘Sunday’ Looks 
Secure; No Indictments 


Trenton, N. J., July 1. 


Trenton’s open Sunday war 
fizzled completely when the County 
Grand Jury disposed of 800 viola- 
tions of the “Blue Laws” in an hour, 
refusing to return a single indict- 
ment. 

Although the theatres got the 
break they are now confronted with 
the problem of how to drag the cash 
customers in. A smart move on 
their part is keeping the house ad- 
missions to weekday levels. 

A funny angle about the Grand 
Jury developed. If the indictments 
had been returned two ministers 
would have stood trial, One was 
nabbed buying a cigar and another 
for getting some gasoline. Even 
Police Court Clerk Andrew P. Duch 
Was caught buying a dinner at a 
local hotel on Sunday. 

La Barre, Director of Public 
Safety, pulled a wise gag in order- 
ing general investigation. He dug 
up plenty of silly clauses in the old 
Vice and Immorality Act passed in 
1798 which impressed the public. He 
pointed out that it was unfair to go 
after the theatres while others were 
vending wares on Sunday. 


Warners’ Premieres 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Starting July 4 with “Nancy 
From Naples,’ Warners’ Hollywood 
theatre will be the world premiere 
house on all Warner releases. 

Warners’ Downtown will be the 
First National show window. “Bright 
Lights” opens tiere July 4. 


Bromfield Borrowed 
Hollywood, July 1. 

Universal secured Louis 
Bromfield from Samuel Goldwyn to 
make the adaptation of “Dracula.” 

Barney Glazer also joins Uni- 
versal pro tem to adapt “Boudoir 
Diplomat.” 


New Producer 
Hollywood, July 1. 
Associated Artists, new company, 
has opened offices at Tecart Studios 
and announce six features for the 
indie market. 
Company is headed by William 


Charles and David Nicholson. 


HIGH PRESSURE 
STUFF 
MYERS 


Threat to Iowa Indies 
Failed to Frighten E. P. 
Smith, Pres. 


High pressure tactics are reported 
resorted to by Abram Myers in 
threatening to put under Allied’s 
martial rule, with one of its paid 
commanders in charge, state or- 


ganization members that are lax in 
responding to the former Federal 
Trade Commissioner's demands. 

It is learned that the military 
whip in its first crack has boomer- 
anged with Boston Tea Party inde- 
pendence. Cries of “traitors” are 
associated with the Myers’ camp 
at the same time it issued a pro- 
clamation to the president of this 
particular mid-western state asso- 
ciation that the learned and loyal 
Myers’ henchman, Al Steffes, was 
preparing to march in and annex 
this particular state to his own 
Northwest exhibitors province. 

Communications on this subject 
between Myers and E, P. Smith, 
president of the Iowa indies, are 
reported to be hot, with Smith in- 
dicating no white flag but the order: 
“Don’t fire until you see the whites 
of their eyes” to his men. 

At the same time Myers is 
charged by influential sources with 
trying to alienate the affections of 
Sydney Kent for Charlie Pettijohn, 
or vice versa—or both. 


Zudekum as Operator 


Tony Zudekum, who lately sold 
his theatres to the Warners’ has 
gone under contract with that com- 
pany to operate his former thea- 
tres. 

Zudekum‘s contract is for five 
years, 


INCLUDING 


PROoDUcTIONS—MOTION PICTURES—PRESENTATIONS — Revues 


GERTRUDE 


INTERNATIONALLY FAMOUS STAGE PRODUCER AND STAGE DIRECTOR 
A RECORD OF SUCCESSFUL STAGING ALL OVER THE WORLD 


PRODUCTIONS AT THE HIPPODROME, LONDON—MOULIN ROUGE, PARIS—SCALA, BERLIN—WINTER GARDEN, 


CENTURY, 44TH ST. AND SHUBERT, NEW YORK 


ORIGINATED MORE IDEAS, NOW IN USE, THAN ANY 
3 PRODUCERS OF THIS GENERATION 


ENTIRE PRODUCTIONS—PRESENTATIONS OR SPECIAL NUMBERS 


CREATED AND STAGED 


20 PROVEN HIT ACTS SUITABLE FOR SHORTS 


Director of 
Music 


MAX HOFFMANN 


FILM PLAYERS COACHED 


GERTRUDE HOFFMANN STUDIOS 


FREEPORT, LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
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Sweethearts and Wives 
(Centinued from page 25) 


orders of the supposed real cham- 
bermaid. 

_ Intertwining of mystery and in- 
trigue, comedy and left handed ro- 
mance go on apace, while the play- 
wright works himself into a lather 
to make it seem piquant and spicy 
by heavy handed trick and device. 
It doesn’t go down. The editorial 
judgment that selected it prob- 
ably is at fault. It wouldn’t be 
a bad idea to set up a standing rule 
to pass up for studio use all French 
romantic comedies, addressed to 
smart sophisticated unless. they 
have demonstrated strength on the 
Stage. If they fail to click on the 
legit trial, there must be something 
radically the matter and _ there 
usually is. Rush. 


BRIGHT EYES 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(Sound Effects) 


British International production; Wardour 
release. Directed by G. M. Bolvary, based 
on original screen story. Starring Betty 
Balfour. Jack Trevor featured. At Stan- 
ley, New York, one day, June 26, 25c 
grind. ‘Running time, 75 minutes. 


A lot of blithering drivel, other- 
wise this would be an epic on the 
handling and consumption of cham- 
pagne. Cheapest grind audiences 
may sit through this English made, 
and they are the only ones that will. 

Direction and story are to blame, 
Betty Balfour, with-something in 
both of these departments, could get 
by in a lot of American houses. 
Jack Trevor gets the same kind of a 
break. 

_ The story is along Peggy Wobble 
lines. Skullery maid in love with a 
waiter gets his high hat and ear 
tweeks from the night club manager. 


Then, after copping a bottle of 
AINSLEY 
DANCERS 
Now at Publix-Balabaa & Katz 
Theatres 
ORIENTAIL—GRANADA—MARBRO 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


champagne (the only thing they 
drink in this one, and that all the 
way through, even on electric street 
signs), luck comes her way through 
a kindly South America playboy. 
She snubs everyone, using the lan- 
guage they had slipped te her. 

This S. A. man is of the fairytale 
kind. He has plenty of women, but 
he lets ’em go for Miss Balfour. 
Even when a nasty dancing girl 
reveals that the remade Jenny is 
wearing her clothes, the playboy 
Stands by. He takes insults from 
the waiter boy friend, who falls for 
Jenny’s new clothes. Then plays 
right into his hand. After that 
Jenny marries the dish carrier, and 
the S. A. man is last seen outside 
the door digging deep into his 
pocket. 

So far as stories are concerned, 
the same kind of blimeyness pre- 
vails year in and out. This is just 
a little more stereotyped and lugu- 
brious than the average. 

Betty Balfour was the most popu- 
lar screen favorite of Britain at one 
time. She may be yet. This also 
may be a sample of how they kill off 
their favorites in England. It’s not 
bad enough to ruin the girl at home, 
but they send a picture like this 
over to ruin her here, too. But the 
English have done the same thing 
before. Waly. 


WESTERN HONOR 


(Silent) 


Produced by Big Production Film 
Corp. Released by Syndicate. Starring 
Bob Steele. Directed by J. P. Me- 
Gowan. Story by Sally Winters. Pho- 
tography, Hap Depew. Cast includes 
Ione Reed, Perry Murdock, Bill Neste}, 
Tom Foreman, Bud Osborne, Cliff Lyons 
and Jack Lowe. At Arena, New York, 
half of double bill, one day, June 27 
Running time, 50 minutes, . 


Westerns of this type have pro- 
vide the exhibitor with a two-way 
look. It can be taken seriously or 
en satire. From any angle except 
that the stuff is put up like sand- 
wiches, the exhib can get a break 
on this one. The customers either 
laogh at the film or with it. And 
that is probably the best way for 
the exhib to figure this one. 

Taken even seriously so far as the 
type of audience that this kind of 
silents would attract, that type 
often makes for the customer by 


BERNARDO PACE 


A Riot with “TOP O’ THE WORLD” Unit 
Now at Uptown Theatre, Chicago, Ill. 


Direction WM. MORRIS OFFICE 


his being given a chance to be de- 
risive. 

Otherwise the film 
considering except as a silent. 
lents are rarer. 

Story, photography and action 
stereotyped. The exhib who knows 
Bob Steele’s product doesn’t have 
to look at this one to learn anything. 


BLUE LAW 
CALLED OFF 
HIGH COURT 


isn’t worth 
Si- 


Denver, July 1. 

Colorado has had a blue law for- 
bidding theatres, circuses and the 
like from operating on Sundays for 
68 years. 

E. J. Mooney, manager of the 
Princess theatre, Ordway, Was ar- 
rested early this year and charged 
with violating this blue law. The 
district judge dismissed the case 
but the district attorney appealed 
and the Supreme Court declared 
the law unconstitutional. 

The law was a licensing law and 
provided that no licensed operator 
of an amusement place could open 
for profit on Sunday. Mooney had 
no license and the lower court held 
that the law did not apply to him. 

This is the first time a case under 

this law has been carried to the 
Supreme Court. Judges said the 
officers charged with the enforce- 
ment have apparently felt that it 
was ineffectual, and that such prac- 
tical construction by the local au- 
thorities was entitled to considera- 
tion by the court in cases where 
there is doubt as to the statute’s 
construction. 
Supporting this rule, the court 
cited the decision of the U. S. Su- 
preme Court holding that a pur- 
chaser of liquor is not guilty of 
violations of the Volstead act. 


Presnell Set with Metro 


Robert Presnell, writer, goes with 
M-G-M. 


Engineered by Mike Connolly. 


UDDY HOWE 


Featured in Fanchon and Marco’s “VICTOR HERBERT” Idea 


THIS WEEK, STATE, LOS ANGELES 


Personal Direction CHARLES E. HOGAN 


M. C.’s Undergoing Policy Changes 
In Some Warner and Publix Houses 


Pittsburgh, July 1. 

Warners contemplate a radical re- 
adjustment in m. c. situation here 
when Enright, East Liberty, re- 
turns to stage shows next week. 

Buddy Page is coming in for 
four weeks only at Enright, to be 
followed by Dick Powell, who is to 
remain permanently. Powell is now 
at Stanley, downtown, where he has 
been since he left the Enright sev- 
eral months ago, after serving there 
for a year. An idol out at the 
neighborhood site, Powell is fig- 
ured to put that house back on its 
feet aguin. 

Stanley will do away with perma- 
nent m. c., for time being at least, 
booking the maestros in for month 
each. Peter Higgins, although un- 
der contract to R-K-O, is said to 
be set tc follow Powell, with Gene 
Morgan after him. 

» Traveling m. c's, apparently hive 
teen abandoned by Loew's ut least 
as far as Penn is concerneil here. 
Wesley Eddy closes next week after 
more than month, with Ted Clai-:e 


Equity and Films 


(Continued from page 3) 


that Equity would not dare attempt 
such a bold move in face of the 
hardships which they say its mem- 
bers, even under present working 
conditions, are experiencing. 

With the increasing hold of the 
film industry on the legit field, in- 
sinuations are even being made that 
if the actors’ organization becomes 
obnoxious, film men may take to 
strategy acclaimed by Equity to 
the point of undermining that 
body in its present stronghold. 


Retaliating 


Already in official film quarters it | 


is heard that filmdom’s first re- 


taliatory move in the event of war | 


will be to line up with the Man- 
agers’ Association and prove an 
ally that will record a different 
aftermath than has been left in the 
past when the managers attempted 
to buck Equity on their own. 

Unless Equity relaxes, and its 
spokesmen have declared that there 
will be no deviations in its dealings 
with film producers, film producers 
will be forced to join the Managers’ 
Association, regardless. From Hays 
sources it is pointed out that 
Equity’s contract specifies dealings 
only with members of the Associa- 
tion. 

Equity'’s plans, as revealed in last 
week’s “Variety,” admittedly took 
totally unawares most of the film 
producers planning to invade Broad- 
way. So excited afe some that 
meetings on the subject will be 
called immediately upon the return 
of Will Hays from Europe. 


foliowing for four weeks and Teddy 
Jcyce due back after Claire, but for 
two weeks only. 


Publix Off Permanent M. C’s. 


Minneapolis, July 1. 

Abolition of the permanent m. ¢, 
at the Minnesota theatre here is be- 
lieved to forcast similar action over 
the Publix circuit. Under the new 
plan a “guest” m. c. and stage band 
leader will be chosen each week 
from the Publix stage unit show 
playing the house, when possible, 
If no such talent is available in the 
uuit, the pit orchestra director will 
assume the duties. The plana will 
result in an estimated saving of 
$20,000 annually for the Minnesota 
theatre alone. Harry Rose was 
“guest” m. c. and stage band con- 
ductor last week, scoring. Charley 
Hill from the “Tin Type Revue” 
unit doing it this week. 

Lou Ereese has been brought 
here by Publix from the Saenger 
theatre at New Orleans as conduc- 
tor of the pit orchestra. Breese 
also is doing his musical special- 
ties in-the pit. Oscar Baum, thea- 
tre’s regular pit orchestra conduc- 
tor, is filling a guest engagement at 
the Paramount in New York. 

As usual during the summer 
months, the Minnesota orchestra 
has been cut from 40 to 20 pieces. 
An agreement with the musicians’ 


‘union permits this. 


COSCIA 
VERDI 
In “MUSIC” 


GLORIFIED— 
CLASSIFIED— 
MORTIFIED— 


Week July 4 
ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


JUNE 20 AND JUNE 27 


PLAYING 10-WEEK TOUR OF LOEW DELUXE THEATRES 


Field Over For Second Week at Capitol, New York 


“HELLO MONTREAL’? 


EVELYN WILSON 


LATE FEATURE GEORGE WHITE’S 


“Variety” said (Capitol): “A strong name for the stage show. 


“SCANDALS” 


The stage name is Evelyn Wilson, a high score personality.”—Rush 


Direction WM. MORRIS 


Featured Dance Trio in Fanchon & Marco’s ‘VICTOR HERBERT’ Idea 
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THEM NOT WAIT- 


JUST CLOSED 


THE LEADER. 
SHIP 
M-G-M 
UNDISPUTED! 


ONE smashing success after another! 


“BIG HOUSE” has set the industry aflame! 


WITH M-G-M FOR 


It’s tough on the 


# salesmen of other 


companies but 
they don’t even 
get a look-in 
when the M-G-M 
sales represen- 
‘ative is there 


“CAUGHT SHORT” continues its record pace! 


“DIVORCEE” sets new highs daily! 


“OUR BLUSHING BRIDES” (Crawford) “ROMANCE” (Garbo) 
“UNHOLY THREE” (Chaney) and a flock more coming! 


T’S smart to play the favorite! 
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90 Indies Out of 300 in N. J. 2 Years 
Ago Protest Contract Clauses 


Atlantic City, July 1. 
Protection from what are repre- 
sented as unfair practices by the big 
circuit theatres will be sought by 
the Independent Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of New Jersey, it 


was announced at the annual meet- 
ing Saturday (28) in the Hotel 
Traymore here. 

The protest was aimed, it was said 
by the retiring president, Joseph 
Seider, at the distributor-owners 
who refuse to sell to independent 
exhibitors until the attractions have 
lost their initial appeal. The organi- 
zation directed the officers to retain 
counsel, who will be instructed to 
appeal to proper authorities for pro- 
tection. 

A resolution was adopted con- 
demning the elimination of the 
clause in leasing contracts with dis- 
tributors by which exhibitors were 
permitted to reject any pictures they 
thought unfit for their patrons. An- 
other resolution was adopted oppos- 
ing the playing of films on a guar- 
antee and percentage basis. The 
theatre owners contended that the 
gain on profitable pictures did not 
pay for the loss sustained on un- 
profitable pictures under the per- 
centage system. Another protest 
was made against deliveries, the dis- 


COSTUMES 

FOR HIRE 

PRODUCTIONS | 
EXPLOITATIONS 
PRESENTATIONS 


COSTUMES 


14 3 W.40WSTN.Y, 


tributor being charged with ignor- 
ing time limits. 

The decrease of independently 
owned theatres in New Jersey from 
300 to 90 in the last two years was 
laid to the big circuits. 

New officers elected were: Sidney 
Samuelson, Newton, president; 
Peter Adams, Paterson, and Joseph 
Varbalow, Camden, vice-presidents; 
Henry Nelson, Bernardsville, treas- 
urer, and Frank Warren, Princeton, 
secretary. 


LOCAL PUBLIX MEET OF 
CHICAGO-DETROIT DIV. 


Chicago, July 1. 

First convention devoted solely to 
the Chicago-Detroit division of Pub- 
lix is being held today at the Edge- 
water Beach hotel, with 125 mana- 
gers and executives in attendance. 

John Balaban, principal speaker, 
pointed out the reason he was be- 
ing called east is for the growth of 
newly acquired circuits. His ex- 
pression was a hope he could call 
many Publix execs in this division 
to take important jobs in the east 
as rapidly as they developed men to 
fill their own shoes in the Chi- 
Detroit district. 

Final punch was a banquet, a 
publication issued as a travesty on 
“Publix Opinion” and edited by Bill 
Pine, and a one act play written by 
Pine and C. A. Leonard, satirizing 
the w. k. production meetings. 


IRSCH— 


DANCERS 
Featured in F. & M. 
School Address, 545 Sutter St., San Francisco 


ARNOLD 


“Brunette” Idea 


2-Way Squawk 


(Continued from page 5) 


town became mobbed with this va- 
riety. The colony had all its silent 
variety plus heavy importations 
from the stage. For awhile the 
two-way idea was in vogue, using 
one stager and one silent on every 
picture; the plan being to let each 
absorb the other’s technique. 

But the absorption process didn’t 
jell. The jell was there okay, but 
Plus “ousy.” Plenty mixups, with 
the boys from the two ends of the 
show biz remembering that line 
about “All’s fair in love and war.” 
It was the latter with no holds 
barred. But the two-way idea went 
haywire. Last stand of the plan 
was on the Mary Pickford picture, 
which went into the discard after 

250,000 was :pent. A new start is 
on the way—but this time with one 
director. 

Of the stage emigres, one figure 
will sum up the total that are con- 
sidered by the producers to have 
what they want. Principal out- 
stander in this regard is John 
Cromwell at Paramount. Same 
single figure would represent the 
silent meggers who the producers 
figure have satisfactorily melded 
the two techniques. 

For these few directors there are 
plenty of borrowing requests, but 
the studios with the boys under 
contract are deaf but not dumb. If 
the meggers were ‘quadruplets they 
could all be working, day and night. 
This despite the answers from the 
boulevardiers that the shortage is 
a myth. 


Indies Blocked Out 


With the first line companies 
having the best of the crop under 
contract, the big yelp is echoed 
from the independents, who are 
ready to pay fancy prices and more 
for quality megaphone wielders— 
but can’t get them. 

A typical instance of this hap- 
pened last week. One of the top- 
notchers found his contract period 
up. An indie producer offered him 
real dough to dv a picture and he 
was ready to accept, but the major 
execs, his present bosses, talked 
loyalty and plenty more. Result 
was the indie didn’t get this meg- 
ger. He re-signed into the major 
league for a grand less a week than 
the indie would pay. 


ROCHESER NABORHOODS 


Most Open Only Over Week Ends 
—Whole Town Off 


Rochester, July 1. 

Vaude out at Loew’s Rochester 
until fall and prices cut to 40c top. 
Biz off all over city. Only five first 
run film houses operating and one 
vaude. 

Most neighborhoods are open only 
week ends, 


Creditors Frozen Out by 
Sale of Lafayette, Buffalo 


Buffalo, July 1. 

The Lafayette, former indie, to- 
gether with the _ ten-story office 
building adjoining, was sold to the 
Marine Trust Company on mort- 
gage foreclosure sale for $1,150,000. 

The Marine, holding the first and 
second mortgages of $800,000 and 
$400,000, was the only bidder. 

The bid leaves a deficiency judg- 
ment against the Monument Thea- 
tre Corporation of between $50,000 
and $100,000. General creditors, in- 
cluding most of the film companies, 
are left without redress. 

Several circuits are reported as 
after the theatre with the Marine 
asking $125,000 per year. Publix, 
Warner and R-K-O prominently 
mentioned with rumor favoring the 
last owing to the close business 
associations of Marine and Radio. 


Cutting “Hell’s’” Prolog 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Abbott Girls, 14 dancers im- 
ported from the east for Sid Grau- 
man’s “Hell’s Angels’”’ prolog, will 
drop out as soon as Fanchon and 
Marco can spot them in an east- 
bound unit. 

Prolog is being greatly curtailed 
on expense. 


BUSINESS SORE SPOTS 
PUBLIX WILL ‘DOUTOR’ 


A “Doc Lee” for the Publix cir- 
cuit to apply cures to 


ailing houses 
in certain highly competitive situa- 
tions as well as cities beset with 
results of business 
being talked of. 

Paramount Publix has_ several 
situations called business sores. 
Among them are Kansas City, At- 
lanta, Toledo, Birmingham, Roches- 
ter and Brooklyn. Latter is in need 
of high-powered theatre therapy 
largely through intensely competi- 
tive field, with Fox lately crowding 
in Brooklyn through slashing of 
admission prices. 

Generally, it is theatre competi- 
tion plus poor local business con- 
ditions or patronage apathy that is 
giving Publix its sick ones. 

Recognizing conditions in various 
keys as calling for immediate 
measures, P-P has asked its op- 
erating forces for suggestions on 
what to do. These suggestions are 
being forwarded to D. J. Chatkin, 
director of theatre management. 

A theatre doctor to cure existing 
ills is among the suggestions ad- 
vanced already. 

“Doc” Joe Lee, special division 
manager for R-K-O, gained his title 
through the cures administered to 
several ailing R-K-O houses in 
Prooklyn. 


depression, is 


Fanchon & Marco Present 


SEB MEZA 


“THE DANCING FOOL” 
IN “CITY SERVICE” IDEA 


FANCHON & MARCO PRESENT 


JONES and HULL 


“TWO NUTS” 
in “BOX O’ CANDY” IDEA 


“VARIETY” said (Capitol): 


WEEKS JUNE 


The Dynamic Master Ceremonies 


TEDDY JOYCE 


HELD OVER AGAIN! 


CAPITOL THEATRE, NEW YORK 


20 AND JUNE 


27 


ALWAYS A SHOW STOPPER 


SUCCESS UPON SUCCESS—A RECORD OF TRIUMPHS IN DE LUXE THEATRES OVER THE ENTIRE UNITED STATES 


THE YOUNGEST, AND CROWNED THE MASTER OF THEM ALL 


TEDDY JOYCE, CARE OF LOU IRWIN, 


—a trim worker—does extremely well—agreeable. 
with pleasant, unassuming manner of handling announcements and a quiet trick of casaual comedy. 


1560 


Many Thanks to My Boss, LOUIS K. SIDNEY 


Admirable in style as a presiding figure for the show, 


BROADWAY, NEW 
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ANN HARDING WILLIAMBOYD EDDIE QUILLAN HELEN TWELVETREES 


FRED SCOTT MARY ASTOR «+ JAMES GLEASON ROBERT AMES EDWARD 


EVERETT HORTON JUNE COLLYER SALLY STARR MARJORIE RAMBEAU 


RICARDO CORTEZ PHILLIPS HOLMES GEORGE DURYEA _STEPIN FETCHIT 


ZASU PITTS CHESTER CONKLIN DOROTHY BURGESS FRANCES UPTON 


THELMA TODD + GEORGE STONE ¢. RUSSELL GLEASON BRYANT WASHBURN 


DAPHNE POLLARD « LEW CODY JOHN T. MURRAY RUTH HIATT ¢ CHARLES 


CLARY BEN BARD ARTHUR HOYT HEDDA HOPPER MATHEW BETZ HELEN 


BAXTER « FRANKLIN PANGBORN . ED DEERING » TOM DUGAN «+ WILLIAM LANGAN 


GEORGE FAWCETT BENTURPIN NICK STUART MONROE OWSLEY 


CREIGHTON HALE ¢ WILLIAM HOLDEN ROCKLIFFE FELLOWS LITTLE BILLY 


MICKEY BENNETT BABEKANE ROBERTEDESON ROBERT McWADE 
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FEATURES 


And ‘other big pictures with other great Pathé Personalities 
to. come! CONSTANCE ROBERT ARMSTRONG and 
MARY. LEWIS great stars Jin productions on the way, 
supported by brilliant casts in’ their’ respective features 


SWING HIGH 
Directed by Joseph Santley 
Produced by E. B. Derr 


NIGHT-WORK 
Directed by Russell Mack ° 
Produced by E: B. Derr 


HOLIDAY 
Directed by Edward H. Griffith 
Produced by E. B. Derr 


BEsyY ON D 
VICTORY 


Directed by John Robertson 
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Produced by E. B. Derr t 
| HER MAN 
Directed by Tay Garnets 
Produced by E. B. Derr’ 
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Publix May Battle Fox Theatres 
With Strong ‘Names’ in Stage Person 


Excited over Fox’s cutting of 
prices at the Fox, Brooklyn, first of 
several deluxers to slash tariffs, and 
further upset over that house’s five 
shows a day, plus other bids for 
bigger business, Publix is out to do 
a little warring. 

A strong front is to be put up at 
the Brooklyn Paramount, a stone’s 
throw from Fox’s, even if the big- 


LEAN 


and 


CLEO 
MAYFIEL 


SUMMERING 
AT THEIR HOME 


“MAYLEAN” 


LAKE SUNAPEE, 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 


gest talent under contract to Par has 
to be sent in. 

Mentioned already as possibilities, 
with bids having been made, are 
Clara Bow (now in New York), Al 
Jolson, George Bancroft and other 
outstanding Par stars. Jack Oakie 
is current at the house and Maurice 
Chevalier is scheduled to come in 
later, probably the last of July or 
in August. 

Publix is so determined to give 
Fox a little return competition that 
a week’s engagement at the Brook- 
lyn Paramount of Rear Admiral 
Richard E. Byrd has been discussed. 
Whether the explorer will accept 
any offer made is a question. Some 
think he is a slight possibility even 
though at the home office his book- 
ing was not brought up. 

Publix is somewhat perplexed 
over the Publix operating talent 
that has joined Fox and is centered 
at the Brooklyn house. It includes 
Charles Kurtzman, former Publix 
division manager at San Francisco, 


‘the supervisor and Harry Watts, 


former Publix city manager in Min- 
neapolis and other points, the house 
manager. 

“They know. all our tricks,” was 
the comment, 


R-K-0 GIVEN OPPOSISH 
BY PAR. IN FT. WAYNE 


Ft. Wayne, Ind., July 1. 
This R-K-O sewed up city will be 
busted into Sept. 1, when Publhx- 
Great States opens its new Para- 
mount. House seats 2,500. 
R-K-O has had the town to itself 
for a long while. 


Tab Stock Added 
Utica, N. Y., July 1. 
Warner theatre here has adopted 
tabloid stock for a summer fea- 
ture. Bruce Conning is the director. 
Bill will continue to include talk- 
ers and traveling acts. 


Micheletti Killed by Auto 


Denver, July 1. 
John B. Micheletti, 43, owner of 
the Comet, neighborhood house, 


was fatally injured in an auto ac- 
cident Thursday and died in a hos- 
pital here the next day. 

He formerly owned the Polly, 
Mission and Pearl theatres in Den- 
ver. Surviving him are his widow 
and two children. 


TINY GOLF FOR 
DARK THEATRES 


Publix, which has an estimated 
150 theatres dark for the summer 
or longer, is now figuring lighting 
these theatres by way of the mini- 
ature golf course. Idea is to re- 
move the seats and install the mini- 
ature golf games during the open 
air season and thus turn darkness 
and standing overhead into movable 
profit. 

While nothing in the way of car- 
rying out the plan has been dug 
out it’s in confab among the execs, 
with the real estate department 
hopped up to watch sites both on 
the closed theatre angle as well as 
new ones. 

Inside is that one spot is being 
figured even for New York where 
on the Main Stem Publix may con- 
vert property back of the Criterion 
for that purpose. Along these lines 
it’s figured to use back yards and 
alleys. 


Par’s 34 1-Reelers 


Willie West and McGinty did 
“The House Wreckers” and Mc- 
Hugh and Casey did “Why Con- 
tinue to Struggle?” for Paramount 
last week. 

Eastern studio has now completed 
34 one-reelers, nine novelties and 
ten two-reelers of the groups set 
for the 1930-31 schedule. 


SAENGER MAY QUIT 
SUNDAYS IN MISS. 


New Orleans, July 1. 
Publix-Saenger may stop playing 
Sundays in the state of Mississippi. 
It is now playing in five cities there, 
three of which have been “Sunday 
towns” for a considerable time. The 


other two were but recently opened 
o.. Sunday by the circuit. 

The state’s government is making 
a.. issue of the subject. Its attorney 
general has threatened an action to 
dissolve the corporation operating 
t; Miss. theatres and confiscate the 
Saenger property. While the Saen- 
' people do not take the threat 
seriously and have been legally ad- 
vised there is no authority for such 
action, the Saenger interests hold 
property in Miss. amounting to 
about $4,000,000. 

Rather than jeopardize their Miss. 
holdings by going to battle on the 
Sunday tangle, the circuit may stop 
showing Sundays unless the people 


~ 


of the various towns should insist | 


up. . Sunday shows, as usual. 


Careless Bandit 


Dallas, July 1. 


“Who is it?” asks Russell Weis, 


manager of Publix’s Metropolitan 


at Houston, when somebody knocks 
on his door. 


“A customer who wants a refund 
fixed up,’”’ comes back. 


When said “customer” departed 
Weis’ safe was short of $1,700, one 
Saturday night’s receipts, and 
they’re still looking for the cus- 
tomer. 

Put the joke was on the hijacker. 

He overlooked Sunday’s $2,500, and 
when running out he dropped an- 
other $150 in the lobby. 

According to Weis, his customer 
was just a kid, barely 21. Suspish 
he was probably a former usher. 


Ill health has caused resignation 
of chief accountant W. J. Pineau, 
of Paramount-Publix. He is suc- 
ceeded by J. L. McDermott. 


—= 


Carragien Exonerated 


Utica, July 1. 

James Carragien, recent manager 
of Glympic theatre here, is freed 
of a grand larceny charge. 

Proprietor of store in the theatre 
building caused the arrest, alleg- 
ing Carragien collected $120 of rent- 
als to which he was not entitled 
and appropriated to his own use. 
His discharge followed an examina- 
tion Thursday. 


David Lewis, formerly manager 
of the Metro office in Madrid, Spain, 
has been appointed general man- 
ager for Guatemala. 


GEORGE 


PRIZE 


And His Famous ‘PUNCH and JUDY’ 


Featured in F. & M. ‘Gyp, Gyp, 
Gypsy’ Idea 


RUSSELL COOK 


Better Known to His Many Admirers as 


Now Appearing at 


After Two Consecutive Years at Capitol, Avalon and Stratford Theatres, Chicago 


PUBLIX PALACE THEATRE, DALLAS, TEXAS 


AS MASTER OF CEREMONIES AND ORCHESTRA DIRECTOR 


Thanks to BORIS MORRIS, MAX TURNER, SAM BRAMSON and LOUIS R. LIPSTONE 


Personal Direction CHARLES E. HOGAN 
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RK-0 Will Buy and Pay for Any Act 


Wanted, Without Salary Limit 


A report spreading that R-K-O 
had set a maximum salary on acts 
is denied by Charlie Freeman, the 
R-K-O booker. 

“There is no ban or limit,” said 
Freeman. “No set rule. We will 
play anything we want and pay 
for it but it must be what we 
want.” 

Freeman probably refers to a 
story that outside of the Palace, 
New York, a top salary of $1,250 
had been set by R-K-O. That re- 
port contradicts itself since there 
are several acts now in R-K-O 
touring intact shows receiving more 
than that amount. 

The R-K-O booker wanted the 
report corrected in order that acts 
and attractions shall not be misled 
if hearing of it. 

No Salary Setting 

One of the first moves of Free- 
man’s when taking the R-K-O 
booking helm was to discontinue 
the “salary setting” committee of 
the booking office staff. Freeman is 
non-believer in pre-setting a salary 
for an act that all houses booked 
by R-K-O must observe. 

When booker for the Interstate 
in Texas, Freeman refused to obey 
the Keith office set salary rule. He 
paid acts for the Texan time what 
they asked if he believed them to 
be worth it down there. In two 
or three instances where the Inter- 
state paid more than the amount 
named by the Keith office, the acts 
so booked took the gross record 
in nearly every Interstate house, 
notably the Weaver Brothers. 


OLSEN-JOHNSON ON 
WAY TO STUDIOS 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Olsen and Johnson close their 
R-K-O vaude tour in Cleveland 
Saturday night.» They return im- 
mediately to resume their Warner 
contract, which calls for three fea- 
tures, one of which has already 
been made. 

They will appear in “50 Million 
Frenchmen,” with third assignment 
not set. 


Vita Shorts 


Vitaphone Varieties completed at 
Warners Flatbush studio include 
“The Nightingale,” with Vivian Os- 
born, Lyle Talbot, Pat O’Brien and 
Austin Fairman. Directed by Roy 
Mack from a script by Harold Her- 
shey and Wallace Sullivan, with 
special music by Harold Levey. 

“Putting It On” included Lilian 
Bond, Bobby Jarvis, Peggy Shannon 
and Walter Pearson. 

“Incredible Happenings,” a bur- 
lesque on Robert Ripley's “Believe 
It Or Not,” produced at the same 
studio, has been inaugurated as a 
series. 


New R-K-O Ether Advisor 


James H. Turner, assistant to 
Hiram S. Brown, R-K-O president, 
is giving his personal attention to 
the R-K-O radio programs over the 
NBC network, with Milton Schwarz- 
wald as co-operator on talent. 

Turner is said to be well up on 
his music and an opera enthusiast. 


Kramer and Boyle Part 


Hollywood, July 1. 

After a partnership of many years 
the vaudeville combo of Dave 
Kramer and Jack Boyle is splitting 
mext week, after their final date in 
Portland. 

Kramer may settle here with his 
family, with Boyle also a probable 
coast defender. 


Irwin Shorts 
Hollywood, July 1. 
Charles Irwin, who struck town 
as a presentation m.c., is at Mack 
Sennett studios for two-reelers. 
First spot is the lead in “Divorced 
Sweethearts.” 


Bailey and Barnum Off 
Hollywood, July 1. 
Vaude team of Bailey and Bar- 
mum has split. 
Bill Bailey is going to South 
Africa July 2¢€ to try solo vaude. 
Barnum remains on the coast, 


ancers Paid Shuberts 
$200 Wkly for 32 Wks; 
Kept Out of Chicago 


Veloz and Yolanda, dancers at 
the smart St. Regis roof, New York, 
and Irving Sherman of the Ed 
Davidow office are on the verge of 
litigation over the dancers’ contract 
which was renewed by the hotel 
without the agents having anything 
to do with it. 

Team had paid the Shuberts $200 
a week for 32 weeks, in the mean- 
time, out of their $550 salary, leav- 
ing them $350 a week out of which 
they also paid Davidow $50 a week 
commission so that out of $550 
weekly earnings, their net was $300. 
This was for the purpose of buying 
off the Shuberts’ contract (which 
Davidow-Sherman effected) and re- 
main in New York rather than go 
to Chicago with ‘Pleasure Bound.” 
In the meantime the dancers re- 
engaged for St. Regis roof where 
they will be for another 30 weeks 
and refused to pay Davidow com- 
missions, Julius Kendler, formerly 
attorney for Davidow in other mat- 
ters, is representing Veloz and Yo- 
landa. 


Exclusive Series of 
Vaude Shorts by R-K-O 


Hollywood, July 1. 
Vaude acts will be used exclu- 
sively in a new set of shorts to be 
made at Radio under the general 
title of “Head-iners.” 
Series wiil be made by Louis 
Brock, former short subject pro- 
ducer for Radio in New York, who 
has. just been switched here. 
Vaude act shorts will follow the 
production of the “Nick and Tony” 
series, now being made with Henry 
Armetta featured and Mark Sand- 
rich directing. 


N.V.A. Golf for Men Only 


Ladies are out so far as this year’s 
N. V, A. golf tournament goes. Of- 
ficial sayso is that there are not 
enough of the femmes to be con- 
sidered. 

Contest will run for two days, 
July 7-8 at the Clearview Country 
Club, Whitestone, L. I. Will con- 
sist of 72-hole medal play handicap, 
36 holes each day, with low meda- 
list score 36 


AERIAL ACT’S FLIER 


Los Angeles, July 1. 

Molly Ashford, of Ricardo and 
Ashford, aerial act, suffered a 
broken arm when the car the couple 
were driving overturned four miles 
out of Sacramento. 

Accident occurred when a tire 
blew. Ricardo was not injured. 


Osterman’s Long Route 


Jack Osterman has been given the 
R-K-O long route. 

Osterman is now playing the 
R-K-O individual eastern houses. 
After a return engagement at the 
Palace, New York, he will start on 
the unit travel of 45 weeks. 

It was the first Palace date a 
couple of weeks ago that brought 
Osternran the R-K-O contract. 


Colored Show’s Leads 


Ada Brown has been added to Bill 
Robinson and Adelaide Hall as cast 
leaders in the colored musical being 
produced by Marty Forkins, vaude 
agent. 

Show will open around Sept. 15 
in Atlantic City. 


LeMaire-Allman Short 
Hollywood, July 1. 

William lLeMaire and Johnny 
Allman will ke featured in a short 
for Pathe, entitled “The Lady 
Wants Her Medals.” 

Frank Davis writing and direct- 
ing. 


London-New York Bookings 
Jenie Jacobs has made an affili- 
ation with Reeves & Lamport, the 
London agent. 

The Jacobs agency will represent 
the English office on the R-K-O 
booking floor in New York. 


HARRY HOL 
Just returned to New York from 
Hollywood, where I made a number 
of comedy shorts for Pathe and 
Warner Bros. 

Sailing Aquitania, July 5th, with 
Edith Manson to play 9 consecutive 
weeks in England. 

Opening July 21, Coliseum; 28, 
Palladium; August 4, Brighton; 11, 
Holburn, London; 18, Sheperdsbush, 
London; 25, Hackney, London; Sep- 
tember 1, Woodgreen; 8, Bristol; 
15, Leicester. 

Direction FOSTER AGENCY, 32 
Shaftsbury Avenue, London W. 1. 


ORCHESTRA 
PIT BUT PLAY 


Ottawa, Can., July 1. 
The orchestra of B. F. Keith's 
Theatre, Ottawa, continues to oc- 
cupy its place in the pit for six 
hours each day, but does not play, 
having adopted a policy of passive 
resistance in a dispute over the 
year’s.contract. 
Manager Joe Franklin discontirtf- 
ued vaude for the summer and so 
notified the orchestra. The musi- 
cians refused to quit, claiming their 
contract was good for the whole 52 
weeks. 
Franklin offered 50% salary and 
100% freedom from work for the 
summer, but this was rejected. 
meantime the orchestra continues 
to sit and sit while Franklin has 
\Zone away for several weeks. 


Askam on Dates 
Hollywood, July 1. 
Perry Askam plays Loew’s State, 
opening July 10. 
Musical tenor had a week at Fox, 
San Francisco, after closing with 
“The Student Prince.” 


IN FOR BRIEF STAYS 


Legit “names” available for brief 
vaude engagements before begin- 
ning rehearsals for next season 


legits are causing a scramble among 
agents claiming plenty of spots for 
the legits on all circuits. 

The drafting of legit “names” is 


figured to solve the summer head- 


liner problem for the bookers in 
New York houses and elsewhere 
with the agents guaranteeing the 


“names” approached minimum 
routes of four weeks. : 
Claibourne Foster already 


been signed to play fours weeks for 
R-K-O, opening at the Palace, Chi- 
cago, July 12. Miss Foster will head 
a new sketch with two others in 
support. Several others being ne- 
gotiated for will be signed and al- 
lotted similar routes by R-K-O and 
Loew circuits. 


Other New Comers 


Lester Allen and Nellie Breen, 
before in vaude together, are com- 
bining with William Halligan as 
heads of a five-people act booked 
for the Palace July 19. Additional 
dates may be set later. 

R-K-O has given Stepin Fetchit, 
colored comedian brought forward 
as a name through talkers, two 
break-in dates at “showing money,” 
with a route and salary to be set 
later. 

The Ahearns, Will and Gladys, 
late of “Simple Simon,” are back in 
vaude. 

“Tantalizing Tommy,” condensed 
version of the former legit musical, 
is in production for Walker and 
Reis. Edythe McClure heads cast 
with support including Graham Sis- 
ters, Louisiana Trio, Frankie Wil- 
liams, Helen Neibel, Jean Mc- 
Laughlin and chorus of eight danc- 
ing girls. 


Willis-Carney Teamed 


Culver City, July 1. 

Pathe is figuring on teaming up 
Si Wills and Bob Carney for a series 
of two real comedies. Both are 
vaude recruits, under contract to 
the studio. 

Wills was originally taken off a 
Publix unit by Pathe to act, but 
since has been given a chance to 
write also. Studio is now looking 
for suitable stories for the potential 
team, 


Committee of six R-K-O agents 
has been formed to settle by arbi- 
tration all disputes that may arise 
between and among agents and acts 
in the booking office. Members are 
Jack Curtis, Charlie Morrison, Ed- 
die Keller, Herman Weber, Lee 
Stewart, Max Gordon. 

Formation of the committee, prac- 
tically the successor to the old 
agents’ arbitration board, followed 
the suggestion of Charlie Freeman, 
booking head, that he be relieved 
of agents’ disputes that do not di- 
rectly concern the booking office or 
circuit. Freeman stated such dif- 
ferences can be more easily settled 
by those actually affected. The 
R-K-O booking head _ will 
arbitration only when there is a 
deadlock and a mutually agreeable 
decision cannot be reached by the 
agents themselves. 

The former Keith and _ later 
R-K-O agents’ squawk board was 
part of the defunct agents’ associa- 


tion. This was disbanded last year 
when George Godfrey, then the 
booking head, appointed himself 


one-man arbitration board to per- 
sonally settle all agents’ troubles. 

Majority of cases are over differ- 
ences between agents over the 
right to represent acts and the com- 
missions therefrom. 

Acts may go direct to Freeman, 

if with reason, after having failed 
to receive due satisfaction from the 
agents’ own board. 
The agents’ board would seem to 
take over considerable of the office 
work Ben Piazza, now on vacation, 
has been giving his attention. 


enter. 


Six R-K-0 Agents Will Arbitrate 
Differences of Agents and Acts 


“TRAILERS” FOR ACTS 


Experiment with Higgins and May 
Exploit All Feature Turns 

The first talking trailer for 
R-K-O has been made with Peter 
Higgins the artist select for ex- 
perimental purposes. The trailer, 
with Higgins talking and singing, is 
200 feet in length and was made by 
National Trailer Service, now hold- 
ing the R-K-O contract on both 
pictures and acts. 


Trailer has been’ shipped to 
Omaha for showing in advance of 
Higgins opening there on a west- 


ern route Friday (4). 

If satisfactory as an experiment, 
all future routed acts on R-K-O will 
be trailerized in dialog and sound. 


125th St. Goes Film 


Another R-K-O vaudfilm going 
Straight sound is Proctor’s 125th 
Street, one of the oldest houses in 
the circuit. Of late years the up- 
town house has found itself in the 
midst of the spreading colored ele- 
ment in Harlem. 

125th Street goes into the straight 
picture policy Saturday (5). 


Fetchit on Tryout 


Steve Fetchit, the colored com- 
edian is to have an R-K-O tryout 
at the 58th Street, opening Satur- 
day (5). 

His salary will be $300 to show 
but if Fetchit gets over, he wants 
$1,000 a week. 


, 
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NVA Callers as Usual, with Grill 
Closed—Cantor Off 2d Pres. Term 


LEGIT NAMES CROWDING! 


There has been no apparent de- 
crease in daily attendance at the 
New York NVA club house on 46th 
street, since closing of the hotel 
and restaurant. About 60 guests 
exited last Saturday night, final 
night of the club’s hotel privileges. 

Club, billiard and card rooms and 
the soft drink and sandwich bar 
remain open, getting the same 
crowd as before. 

No injured feelings noted among 
actors at the club’ over. the 
restaurant and hotel closings. Few 
of the regular daily attendees were 
hotel guests and just as few 
patronized the dining room. 

By acts who visit the club and 
make it their headquarters while 
in New York, the place is considered 
to offer the same conveniences as 
in the past—a place to meet and 
a mailing address. 

Regarding a meeting for NVA 
officers’ nominations, Pat Casey 
stated nothing can be done until 
the club advisory board can be 
gathered together in the city, at 
which time a meeting for that pur- 
pose will be held. Whether there 
will be a change in the nature and 
titles of club offices has not been 
determined either, but held prob- 
able. 

Eddie Cantor will not run for a 
second term as NVA president. 


BILL ROBINSON WINS, 
RUNNING BACKWARD 


Bill Robinson, running back- 
ward, won from Bob McAllister, 
former champ sprinter and two 
others, running the right way, in 
a 100-yard dash in Times Square 
yesterday (Tuesday) at noon. It 
was a press stunt for the Palace, 
where Robinson is current. 

Robinson started at the 25-yard 
mark and his competitors. at 
scratch. He won by an inch and 
got a cup at the finish from Ruth 
Etting. 

The’ colored dancer, who has 
pulled the stunt several times be- 
fore, once up at the Yankee 
stadium, is considered the fastest 
man running with his dogs pointing 
south. 


Next Publix Units 


Two new Publix units are in re- 
hearsal and due on Publix Circuit 
this month. 

“Varietrix,” produced by Jack 
Partington, opens New Haven, July 
5. _Cast has The Kemys, Eva Ivey, 
Gifford and Gresham, and “Rrythm 
Hotel,” five-people colored act. 

“What's in a Name?” produced by 
Louis McDermott, bows in at New 
Haven, July 10. Latter includes 
Charles (Slim) Timblin, Tommy El- 
kins Sextette, Nell O’Day and The 
Crusaders. 


Brighton’s One Vaud Wk 


One week of vaude to be adver- 
tised around the Coney Island and 
Brooklyn section as a road show is 
being tentatively set by Eddie Kel- 
ler for the New Brighton theatre, 
week of July 14. 

The Keller layout would be head- 
ed by Belle Baker and the Howard 


Brothers. 

The new Brighton policy now is 
for road shows which might bring 
about the road show billing for that 


engagement. 

The terms would also be on a road 
show hasis with a split of the per- 
centage, 


Oz Lands on Floor 


Oz, the actor who turned agent 
some time ago, has returned to New 
York and will book on the R-K-O 
floor, having made a_ connection 
with the Phil Morris agency. 

Oz did a two-act with his wife, 
Polly, Polly and Oz. The bookers 
told Polly the act needed more 
class, so Oz left the stage. 

Polly’s doing a single. 


Brennan-Rogers Split 
Comedy team of Jay Brennan and 
Stanley Rogers has split. Latter, 
female impersonator, is rehearsing 
a comedy act with eight fat women. 
Brennan will continue with 4f- 


other partner. 
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Academy's Mgr. Called Cop to Throw 
Out Act Holding Fox Contract 


Threatened with being thrown 
bodily off the stage of the Academy 
of Music Saturday (28) by a cop 
ealled by the stage manager, Grau- 
man, Hess and Valle, who claimed 
they were booked to play the 
Academy four days beginning June 
28, produced their contract and 
showed it to the copper. The latter 
then exclaimed to the stage man- 
ager and the rest of the theatre 
personnel: “Sorry, boys, but I can 
do nothing. -They have a perfect 
right to be here.” 

The altercation between the man- 
ager of the house and the act arose 
over the manager’s claim that he 
had no room fer the act, with the 
act claiming that it had _ been 
booked to play that House and 
would accordingly play there. 

Selly Grauman, of the trio, says 
he holds a contract dated June 19 
whereby they were to play the Park 
Plaza June 25-27 and follow it by 
going into the Academy the next 
day, until July 1. 

When reaching the Academy the 
morning of June 28 for rehearsals 
the production manager told them 
that they were not booked for the 
theatre, but later agreed to let the 
act, which does nine minutes, go on 
if it would guarantee not to use up 
more than one minute and a half. 

The trio protested that this could 
not be done and phoned Jack Loeb 
to straighten out the matter. Loeb 
told them to forget the Academy 
and promised he would book them 
for a Fox house at a later date, 
This the trio refused to do, and in- 
sisted upon its rights, whereupon 
the manager told the stage manager 
to call a policeman and throw the 
three of them out. 

Did 4 Minutes 

The act was not premitted to go 
on for the first show, but went in 
for the second show with a deadline 
of four minutes, the stage manager 
taking out the opening girlie chorus 
number of the F. & M. “Black and 
Tan” revue to make room for them. 

This was not the finish of the 
dispute between the act and the 
house manager. The trio, booked 
for 24 weeks with Publix beginning 
Aug. 21, had some open time be- 
tween their closing date at the 
Academy and the Publix opening 
Gate. A R-K-O booker promised 
to catch them yesterday (Tuesday) 
with a view to using them on 
R-K-O time. The act told this to 
the manager and requested that for 
the one show Tuesday, when they 
were to be caught, they be allowed 
to do their full act, stating it was 
unfair for anyone to catch them 
under present conditions. Up to 
noontime yesterday (Tuesday) the 
management refused to yield to 
their request. 

Act was booked direct with Fox. 


“Mahoneyphone” Filmed 
To Insure Copyright 


In order to protect himself and 
his copyright, if the necessity ever 
presents itself, Wil. Mahoney has 
recorded in film and sound his xyl- 
ophone stunt (“Mahoneyphone’”) in 
his new act. With the date men- 
tioned ahen tue “short” was made, 
that will insure Mahoney of preced- 
ence in case point has ever to be 
decided. 

The comedian-dancer made 
short in New York. 


the 


Sewer Talker Soused 


Buffalo, July 1. 

Lieutenant Thomas McMann, 
while patroling a downtown beat, 
saw a man lying in a Court street 
gutter apparently engaged in con- 
versation with another person 
through a sewer opening. 

McMann peered into the opening 
and although. he received responses 
from below, was unable to satis- 
factorily locate the sewer occupant. 

Suspicious of the man in the gut- 
ter, the officer took him to the 
station where he claimed to be 
James Kennedy, 50, Detroit, occu- 
pation vaudeville ventriloquist. 

The voice juggler was charged 
with intoxication. 


Craigs Drive East 
Hollywood, July 1. 
Walter Craig and Lila Mann 
(Mrs. Craig) left here last week to 
Open in a Putlix unit in New York. 
They are driving. 


WEDDING STUNT FOR 
R-K-0 STAGE, SALT LAKE 


Salt Lake, July 1. 

Mormon Church, the home of 
which is situated in Salt Lake City, 
believing in married happiness and 
eventual resultant of good-sized 
families, spread its blessing on two 
R-K-O vaudeville artists when one 
of its bishops married them on the 
stage of the local R-K-Orpheum 
during the last show. 

The groom, Roy Zastro, and the 
bride, Sunny Schuck, both of Zas- 
tro & White’s “Scandals,” at the 
local R-K-O, were married with a 
packed house at witnesses, at the 
9 o'clock performance, with Curt 
Peterson and his regular house or- 
chestra playing the march. Bishop 
Ellison of the Church of Latter Day 
Saints ~“(Mormon) performed the 
ceremony. 

All participants in the cer2mony, 
excepting the bishop, were of the 
act. Joe Termini gave the bride 
away; Bernice Marshall was the 
maid of honor, and Leda Wales, 
Nancy Belle and the King Sisters 
were bridesmaids, Leda Wales also 
offered a song. 

The audience was given a break 
when the bride cast her bouquet into 
the auditorium. 

The stunt worked out to be an 
excellent publicity angle for Mon- 
day night’s show. Tied up with the 
“Telegram” it received a lot of 
newspaper space. A raft of gifts 
were given the newlyweds by Salt 
Lake merchants who were given 
publicity. 

Following the show a wedding 
party was held at the Blue Moon 
Gabaret, during which Grant Pem- 
berton, R-K-Orpheum manager, 
acted as toastmaster. Showmen, 
newspapermen and broadcasting 
men were guests of honor, while the 
general public attended en masse 
(at the paid advertisement invita- 
tion of the Blue Moon management). 

Not in a long time has a stunt 
like this been pulled so cleanly and 
wholesome in spirit. 

Bride and groom will spend their 
honeymoon on R-K-O time. 


Chi. Fortune Teller Tea 
Shops Go In for Vaude 


Chicago, July 1. 

The .iea-leaves show that there 
is a seven-week fortune-telling tea 
shop vaude circuit in the wind. 

Fortune-telling shops, spreading 
fast around this town, and getting 
a play from the ladies, have been 
using acts off and on. 

Some of the spots use as many 
as three acts, most of them light 
novelty material, instrumental, light 
1crobatic and song and dance stuff. 


Former Vaudevilians in 
P. G. Williams’ Home 


Several former vaude people, in- 
capacitated from further stage ser- 
vice, owing to advanced years or 
physical reaction, have been granted 
privileges of the Percy Williams 
Home in East Islip. 


They are Mrs. Duffy (Duffy and 
Sawtelle) and Mr. and Mrs. Eddie 
Gerard. The Gerards are formerly 


of Gilbert, Donnelly and Gerard, 

They were admitted through the 
joint arrangement of the N. V. A. 
and the Actors’ Fund. 


Dog Act Poisoned 
Los Angeles, July 1. 
Local police are investigating the 
death of three performing dogs 
vwned by Jack Roshier, after the 
latter reported the canines had been 
mysteriously poisoned. Act was 
known as Beaudine and Silverman. 
Roshier was unable to explain 
how it happened. Only one dog 
of the four Roshier had survived 
and that one will remain blind. 


Marshall Resumes 


Irving Marshall is back from 
Saranac after taking the cure and 
will resume vaude activities inter- 
rupted by illness, rejoining Marion 
Heath, former partner. 

Since split of team, Miss Heath 
has been appearing with her sister, 


Florence, billed as Heath Sisters. 
Florence will do new act with Burt 
Kenny, to whom she recently was 


married. 


DIAMOND’S ADJUSTMENT 


Former Head of R-K-O Western 
Office Pleads Two Year Contract 


Billy Diamond, former head of 
the R-K-O western booking office 
in Chicago, was in New York last 
week. He secured an adjustment of 
a contract with two years unex- 
pired, Diamond alic zed to have been 
given him verbally by an R-K-O 
exec, with its special provisions 
so far carried out, excepting his 
recent removal. 

Diamond was on a salary of $15,- 
000 yearly. He left New York Mon- 
day for Chicago. 

Diamond will probably return fo 
the booking business in Chicago, 
and go with the William Mor- 
ris Chicago office. Previously to 
joining R-K-O, Diamond was the 
leading indie booker of Chicago. 


F. & M. AIR HOUR 


For the first time since Fanchon 
& Marco took over the complete 
booking operation of the Fox thea- 
tres in the east, the local F & M 
office launched a Fanchon & Marco 
period on the radio Thursday night, 
June 26. 

Jesse Kaye, representing the Fox 
office, effected a broadcast tieup 
with WGBS and also handled the 
introductory arrangements. 

F & M artists will take part each 
week, the program being recruited 
from m.c.’s and artists who are in 
local New York and Brooklyn thea- 
tres with F & M Ideas. 

The first regular Fanchon & Mar- 
co radio hour in the south was ar- 
ranged by Bert Adler in Nashville, 
which began Tuesday (24) via 


WTNT, owned by the Nashville 
“Tennessean.” It is presented by 
“Okay” Harry Beekner, southern 


broadcaster and manager of the 
Princess theatre. 

First bill included Hamilton, Hel- 
en Moore, Sylvia Shore, Harry 
Kahne, Billy and Danny Joy and 
Armand and Perez (F. & M.’s “Uni- 
forms’’). 


Sailors in Shaver’s Room 


Draw Suspicious Cops 


Los Angeles, July 1. 

Buster Shaver, playing at the 
R-K-O, San Diego, with his “Tiny 
Town Revue,” was arrested on a 
statutory charge by police from the 
Navy Yard after a disturbance in 
which a number of sailors figured 
in his hotel room. 

Shaver had his hearing postponed 
until late in July and continued his 
route, opening at the State, Long 
Beach, on the following day. 


Medicine Shows on 


Main St, 


Ruining What Otherwise 


~ Poverty Row of Show Joints 


MIDGIE MILLER SOCKS 
BLONDE—CIVES NOTICE 


Midgie Miller, actress and wife of 
Will Morrissey, residing at 141 West 
47th street, will have to explain to 
a magistrate in West Side Court 
this week why she smacked Reene 
Cartier, 25, pretty blonde model, liv- 
ing at 20 East 62d street. 

In the interim, Robert Dempsey, 
15 Park row, attorney for Miss Car- 
tier, stated he had served Midgie 
with legal papers in a civil action 
for $10,000 charging assault and bat- 
tery. 

Miss Cartier, with her left optic 
discolored and swollen, wore colored 
glasses in West Side Court. She re- 
moved the glasses to show the court 
the result of the blow. 

“I don’t know why Mrs. Morrissey 
struck me,” said the mgdel who 
speaks with a Parisian accent. “I 
was leaving a restaurant with Mari- 
etta Mull, a chum of mine. Coming 
in were Mr. Morrissey and his wife. 
I knew them casually. I have spoken 
to them possibly twice. I greeted 
them. Miss Mull asked me who they 
were. I was just about to explain 


when I was struck by Mrs. Morris- a 


sey. 

“T have been looking for you three 
weeks, you wicked blonde,’ she said. 
And then I was hit. I was so amazed 
that I fled.” 

Diners in the restaurant jumped 
up to spare any further punishment. 
Miss Cartier asserted that Morris- 
sey was unable to prevent the blow. 

Mrs. Morrissey is quoted as as- 
serting that she will “belt” a i:yone 
who clandestinely associates with 
her husband. Miss Cartier was 
emphatic in denying she had ever 
been in Morrissey’s company. 


FRANCES WHITE SUED 


Frances White is being sued by 
the Lexington Hospital for an al- 
leged unpaid hospital bill amount- 
ing to $750. Attorney Julius Kend- 
ler represents the hospital. 

Sum asked for is balance on al- 
leged total of $939.35 and part of 
promissory note made out by 
actress. 


Saranacs N. V. A. Patients Moving 
Into New Sanatorium in Woods 


Saranac, N. Y., July 1. 

N. V. A. patients are moving into 
the new N. V. A. sanatorium in the 
woods nearby. About 50 in all will 
be located in their rooms when the 
moving will have been completed. 

Sanatorium has accommodations 
for around 120 patients. It was 
formally opened last Labor Day, 
with the informal opening and re- 
ception of patients deferred until 
last week. 

Dr. Edgar Mayer is medical chief, 
with Mrs. Katherine Murphy super- 
intendent of the Sanatorium. 

Show people in the new place and 
elsewhere in Saranac at present 
are: 

At Sanatorium 

Fred Rith. 

George Harmon 

Irving Bloom. 

Lawrence McCarthy. 

Vernon Lawrence, 

Bobby Hatz. 

Sdward DeCora. 

Valentine Kincaid. 

George Neville. 

Dick Kuni. 

Chris Hagedorn. 

Ben Shaffer. 

Helen O'Reilly. 

Catherine Vogele. 

Ethel Clouds. 

Nellie Quealy. 

Xela Edwards, 

Sue Nace. 

Lilly Leonora. 

Angela Papulis. 

Anna Mae Powers. 

Viola Allen 

Eddie Voss. 

William Holly. 

Julia Kubas. 

Leah Temple. 

J. C. Louden. 


Mike McMamee. 
John J. Farrell. 
Andreas Erving. 
Jim Shields. 
Thomas Abbott. 
Connie Reeves. 
Alice Carman. 
Harry Clark. 
Richard Moore. 
Andrew Molony. 
Mae Armitage. 
Harry English. 
Hans Bruno Meyer. 
Edith Cohen. 
Al Pierce. 
David Mavity. 
Harry Namba. 
Dorothy Jolson. 
Joe Brennan, 
Nell Gordon. 
Sthel Jones. 
“Happy” Benway. 


Chester Rice, Santanoni Apts, 

Christina Keenan, 66 Lake Flower 
avenue. 

Alice Roth, 32 Franklin street. 

Joe Reilly, 54 Sheppard avenue. 

James Haegney, 6 Military road. 

Russ Kelly, 19 Broadway. 

Harry Barrett, 302 Broadway. 

Charlie Barrett, 302 Broadway. 

Dave (D. D. H.) Hall, 6 Baker 
street. 

Al Downing, 6 Baker street. 

Walter Daley, 10 Baker street. 

Charlie Bordley, 34 Sheppard 
avenue. 

Left Saranac 
Allie Bagley. 
Ford Raymond. 
Newcomers 
Ethel Jones. 
Departed 
Luba LeRoy. 


Los Angeles, July 1. 

Main street, the west coast branch 
of 14th street in New York, and 
State street south of the Loop in 
Chi, is in the doldrums. Too many 
theatres and not enough audience is 
the chief wail. Miniature golf is no 
worry here; it’s the medicine shows. 

In eight blocks there are 21 pic- 
ture houses, one vaudfilm and one 
burlesque house. All the picture 
houses except three are wired. Those 
who went for talkers find that ad- 
ditional business just about makes 
up for the expense of the equip- 
ment. 

Six of the houses seat 300 each; 

five seat 500; seven seat between 
800 and 1,500, and two run over 
2,500, giving the short mile a total 
capacity of more than 15,000. Aver- 
age admission is 15 cents for sound 
and a jit for the silents. One house, 
the California, recently reopened 
after three years of darkness and is 
getting 25 and 50 cents for mats 
and evenings. Those prices are 
plenty high hat for this neighbor- 
hood. The Follies burlesque has $1 
top for mats and evenings. It also 
has been having a tough time and 
threatens to close if patrons don’t 
recognize its artistic efforts very 
hurriedly. 
The one vaude house, Hippodrome, 
is the alley’s best coiner. Seating 
2,400, it is about the biggest house 
on the stem. Six acts and a first 
run feature (neighborhood) on a 
split week policy, it admits one and 
all in the afternoon for a dime ARG) 
at night for two bits. Opening day; 
are always a two-time sell-out. It 
can also figure another six full 
houses on the week. 


“Unfair Competition” 


$500 is top for the 12 acts, with 
$700 top for the two features and 
shorts. A total nut of $1,600 will 
cover the week. It’s probably the 
most popular house on the grind and 
manages to hold its family patron- 
age steadily. Other theatre owners 
squawk about the Hip, hinting at 
unfair competition. . It’s unfair be- 
cause most of them haven't a 
stage. 

Westerns are Main street’s bread 
and butter. Here is where Buddy 
Roosevelt, Buffalo Bill, Jr., and 
Wally Wales meet their public. In 
Main street the parlor drama is the 
nuts. 

Picture bills for the houses aver- 
age $350 weekly on a two-day run. 
This includes the feature and shorts, 
also double bills. The latter is 
where the indie producer gets his 
break, if a break comes at those 
rentals. 

Sexless as an Orange 

Main street, let it be known, is 
moral. Pink tickets have never 
cashed in there.. Sex pictures, with 
their gaudy 24 sheets and sugges- 
tive lobby displays, interest the 
patrons not at all. One house is 
featuring a picture called “Woman 
of the Underworld” with plenty of 
anti-Hays lobby pictures. All it can 
draw is a few Mexicans, and if the 
swarthy customers don’t buy candy 
with their ticket there is no profit. 
Other houses have tried sex pic- 
tures, but after a short flier they 
get religion again and return to the 
straight and more or less narrow. 

Biggest squawk among the exhibi- 
tors is that their patrons do snore 
and don’t bathe. Most of them are 
laborers, and between Dbathing and 
entertainment it’s a einch that en- 
tertainment is their first love. In 
this neighborhood a bath cost two 


bits. Theatres are cheaper. 
The grind geould be called Fieet 
street. Not the Fleet street of 


Horatio Bottomly, but of the navy. 
It’s the play spot of the sailors of 
the Pacific fleet, whose home port ip 
at San Pedro, 18 miles from L.-o 
Around payday the sailors are wel- 
comed. They are taken fast and 
furiously by the boys and gals on 
the street. And there are plenty of 
gals. 
No Thrill Like a Bad Tooth 


Toughest opposition for the thea- 
tres are the medicine shows. There 
are 15 operating now, all featuring 
platform show before the lecture. 
Lectures are spaced about every 
hour. The saps travel from one 
store to the other getting a night 
of entertainment and a few words 


of advice on the care of the body . 


thrown in. Featured are “The Old 
(Continued on page 53) 
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VARIETY Wednesday, July 2, 1930 


THE PICTURE ABOVE IS AN ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPH OF 


TAKEN YEARS AGO “THE GEORGIA 


THE PICTURE BELOW IN “VARIETY” OF JUNE 18, 1930 


Is a POSSIBLE COPY of the ORIGINAL ? 


HEAT 


THERE NEVER WAS BUT ONE SHAKESPEARE 
(AND HE LIVES TODAY) 


THERE NEVER HAS BEEN BUT ONE 


HEATH 


IN THIS PARTICULAR LINE OF COMEDY 


EDITORS OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS SHOULD 
FIND SOME DISPUTES ON THE TWO PICTURES 


JAMES McINTYRE 


P. O. Box 65 
SOUTHAMPTON, LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 


From “Variety,” June 18, 1930 
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Houses Going All Sound: 
Battle with Unions May Result 


Branding the demands of the 
Motion Picture Operators’ Union 
No. 306, New York, as “unreason- 
able” the Fox Metropolitan The- 
atres, via Harry Archer, gen. megr., 
handed all operators, stagehands, 
musicians and organists their notice 
June 28 in the Crotona, Star and 
Park Plaza, New York. The the- 
atres will remain open, playing a 
straight picture policy from July 
65th on. 

Fox’s Academy, on East 14th 
street, New York, was inciuded in 
the decision to eliminate all stage 
entertainment, with July 11 expect- 
ed to see that big house play sound 
films only from that date, There 
was some likelihood of an arrange- 
ment to permit the present stage 
policy at the Academy to continue, 


but this was contingent upon the 
action of the unions, 


The local asked the Fox office to 
put on extra men as Fox’s recent 
installation of new house policy by 
eliminating the pit prchestra and 
using only a stage band was as- 
sumed by the booth operators as 
making the houses doing so de luxe 
theatres. There’s a special ruling 
on the number of men that must be 
used in de luxe houses under 306 
premise, 

Recently Fox, under the new 
Archer regime and booking direc- 


tion of Fanchon & Marco, decided 
that the overhead in New York 
houses playing vaudfilm could be 
reduced and at the same time a 
stage band substituted which would 
supply all music even to that for 
the vaude acts and the F. & M. 
units played in from week to week. 
Fox started the new eastern plan 
of the stage band layout at the 
Park Plaza and the Crotona with 
the Academy following June 25. 
When the operators realized what 
had happened they went into a 
huddle and decided that Fox office 
had not done right by them. 


The operators threshed out the 
matter in union quarters, refusing 
to budge from their demands that 
additional men be used if the new 
stage plan was to be continued. 
The classification of the “de luxe 
houses” was swung into use and 
Archer and his aids were informed 
as to how the matter stood. 


Archer, Mike Marco and others 
of the Fox staff decided that if the 
operators cidn’t drop their demands 
that they would throw out the stage 
presentations and bands entirely, 
with the operators and the stage- 


| hands getting their notices. 


Fox, B’klyn, Not In 
For the present the Fox house in 
Brooklyn isn’t mentioned, but it 
may eventually be dragged in 
through further union demands 
which may now crop out by the 


(Continued on page 53) 


AGENCY MERGER 


3 Concerns Talking of Get-To- 
gether 


An agents’ amalgamation on tap 
is Harry Bestry and Jack Curtis 
with Lyons & Lyons. Willie Edel- 
sten as the moving spirit in L&L, 
with Sam Salvin resigned as treas- 
urer, is allying Bestry and Curtis to 
bring in extensive production and 
RKO vaudeville booking affiliations. 

Latter two are interested through 
the general agency activities of 
L&L which covers every branch of 
the business. 

Julius Kendler, attorney for all 
parties concerned, will have a 
“piece” of the new agency merger 
wherein he figured actively in the 
organization. 


Henry Shapiro Back as 
R-K-O Agent in Chicago 


Chicago, July 1. 

Henry Shapiro, whose R-K-O 
franchise was revoked several years 
ago when the office of Halperin & 
Shapiro was forced from the book- 
ing floor by the old Orpheum regime, 
has been granted a new franchise 
by Charlie Freeman. 

Shapiro, one of the goats of the 
petty administration, formed an in- 
dependent booking office and be- 
came one of the best liked indie 
agents in the business. He has 
turned over his independent houses 
to Joe Cody, who has been an asso- 
ciate. 

Shapiro will office in the Butler 
building. 


Shotzy Bemis of Bemis and 
Brown has split with her partner 
to do a single. 


Indie Agents Looking 
For Non-Show Berths 


Vaude agents without circuit fran- 
chises are preparing to fold tents 
and quit the busines~ cold unless in 
the meanwhile able to align as as- 
sistants to enfranchised agents. 


With independent vaude_ shot 
around New York most of these 
agents are as much a drug on the 
market as the acts they have been 
peddling. 

Before the bottom fell out of the 
independent vaude field chis sea- 
son there were over 50 agents do- 
ing business with the indie bookers, 
mostly duplicating each other’s lists 
and depending upon an in with one 
or two of the indie bookers for 
survival. 

Now with the bookers in equally 
bad shape and the maximum of 
what’s left insufficient to support 
five agents, the remainder look on 
the way out. 


The agent group included a num- 
ber of former vaude performers go- 
ing for the agent stuff when routes 
and dates were few and far be- 
tween, but have since found their 
source of revenue in the new field of 
endeavor even more widely spaced 
and are going back to trouping 
again next season. 


Performer-agents, however, were 
in a small majority and what will 
become of the others is a question. 


Western Route Change 


With Tacoma and Spokane all 
sound for the summer the R-K-O 
shows will now go from Winnipeg 
to Vancouver to Seattle to Portland. 

The new route connection will 
have a week open between Winni- 
peg and Vancouver. 


INDIES PAY 
BOOKERS FEES 


A booking fee system instead of 
commission basis will obtain in the 
bookings of the one and two-night 
vaude stands next season, with 


houses instead of acts paying for 
the booking service, according to 
the surviving independent bookers 
having a monopoly on the short 
stands booked out of New York. 


Sydney Rheingold, formerly of 


the Linder Agency, but now out on 
his own, expects to have 15 one- 
nighters on his books next season 
and will adopt the booking fee 
system. 

The booking fee arrangement will 
do away with the neccessity of the 
booker operating under state license, 
since the fee will put him in the 
category of an employee of the the- 
atres rather than an employment 
agency as_ before. service 
charge, although not set, will be 
nominal. It also relieves the booker 
of financial responsibility and other 
entanglements arising between 
house operator and performer, 


‘Josephson, Div. Mgr. 

G. P. Josephson has been made 
division manager for the two R-K-O 
houses at Union City, N. J., and the 
four Bratter & Pollack houses in 
the same state-recently taken over 
by R-K-O. 

Josephson takes charge July 7, 
under the division direction of Ace 
Berry. 


Placements 


with 


Specializing on 


BOOKING EVERY BRANCH SHOW BUSINES 


ED 


Agency 


CHARLES MORRISON 


1560 Broadway 
NEW YORK 


MAX 


AGENCY 


OF CHICAGO 


STATE LAKE THEATRE BLDG. 


AFFILIATED WITH 


MAX 


Stage to Studio 


On Air, on Disks 


From 


or 


Studio to Stage 


Everything 


A 


COAST TO COAST 


CHAIN OF 


PERSONAL REPRESENTATION 


WM. PERLBERG 


Taft Bldg. 
HOLLYWOOD 


Agency, Ltd. 


- MAX HALPERIN will be in New York for the next four weeks, personally interviewing new and standard acts 


Call or phone care Charles Morrison Agency, 1560 Broadway, New York. BRYant 5746_ 


JEAN 


MADDOX 


FLORENCE 


and CLARK 


Now at R-K-O PALACE; NEW YORK 


Act Written by HARRY W. CONN 
APPRECIATING ALL COURTESIES EXTENDED BY R-K-O—MANY THANKS 


BOOKED SOLID 


Produced by MURRY HART 
Direction THOU. 


J. FITZPATRICK 
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More Circuits Using Film Stars 
In Person for Theatre Stages 


A drift to the theatre stage for 
film stars between pictures seems 
to be in the hope: of all of the book- 
ing offices in New York associated 
with the big distributor-producing 
circuits. The theory appears .o be 
that the stars will do for a one- 
time appearance anyway, if unable 
to do more than look pleasant on 
the stage. If evincing variety tal- 
ent and locally approved, such for- 


tunate ones may be given return 
engagements, 

The system under which the the- 
atres operate with the studios is 
said to be the contract salary for 
the star, when under a 52-week ar- 
rangement. Otherwise the star's 
personal appearance is a matter of 
barter. There’s a dispute on this 


mount, Brooklyn, currently, under 
an individual salary or his picture 
salary, although in Oakie’s case, 
due to the peculiar arrangement he 
is with Paramount under (pictures), 
a special price may have been made, 


Afraid of Big Head 


Some studio heads are reported 
adverse to the first time personal 
appearance of their contracted play- 
ers who heretofore have been con- 
fined to the screen. The argument 
is to leave those players where 
they are; that they are satisfied at 
present, “but if happening to hit 
hard on any stage appearance they 
might develop wild ideas of value, 
both on the screen and stage. 


week among the show’ bunch 
whether Jack Oakie is at the Para- 


Circuit bookers agree that the 
personal appearance is an easy sub- 
stitute for a one-time “name” as 


an extra stage draw. At the same 


Au Revoir. 


Sept. 13—Flushing 


DAVE 
APOLLON 


Greetings to All My Friends 
Sailed on S. S. Paris June 30 


for Extended Vacation Preparatory to 


Opening in September for 


Direction BERNARD BURKE-JACK CURTIS OFFICE 


Paris Address: Care WM. MORRIS, 39 Champs Elysees 


time the film star booking is rather 
precarious, since there is no ad- 
vance dated -ime for it. 
Opposition among the theatre cir- 
cuits with studio attachments is 
expected to develop the film star 
booking more extensively with the 
new season. Each circuit may use 
all names within its associated stu- 
dios as may be available, especially 
those under full annual contracts. 
At the same time the bookers will 
probably request that their studios 
try to protect and hold in line for 


picture contracted player, whether 
starred or featured. 


Variety Names Scarce 


Absence of regular variety name 
attractions is being keenly felt by 
the New York’ bookers, always on 
the alert for an attraction. They 
point to the $9,000 weekly booking 
of Will Rogers by Publix as the 
extremity the bolstering of the talk- 
er on the screen may bring to the 
stage. 


Circuits operating their stage 
shows under a weekly budget are 
in the worst situation for special 
variety attractions demanding big 
salary. 

Another complaint by some of 
the bookers is that they have not as 
yet been advised of the playing pol- 
icy of the circuit’s houses for the 
new season, leaving them without 
knowledge of what may be required 
in the stage way. Another fear on 
their part is that when they are in- 
formed the time limit may be too 
brief to comb the market for what 
they want, the others with advance 
info having gotten in ahead of them. 


NEW 3-WAY CHI. AGENCY 


21—Winnipeg 


20—Albee, Brooklyn 28—Travel Morse, Richard and Halperin Join 
27—Palace, New York —Represented on Coast 
Apr. 3—Spokane 

Oct. 4—Palace, New York 11—Vancouver Chicago, July 1. 
11—Ford and 86th St. 18—Seattle Return of Max Halperin as a 
18—Coliseum 25—Tacoma franchised R-K-O agent has re- 
25—Cincinnati sulted in formation of a new book- 

May 2—Portland ing firm and three-way partnership 
Nov. 1—Palace, Chicago 9—Travel between Halperin, Max Richard and 
8—Detroit 13—Golden Gate Ed Morse. Firm will be known as 
Morse, Richard & Halperin. 
15—Palace, Cleveland 20—Oakland 
28—Hill Street Richard has held a franchise for 
22—Youngstown several years, and Morse for the 
29— Buffalo last year and a half. Offices will 
June 5—San Diego be combined in the State-Lake 
Dec. 6—Toronto 8—Long Beach a a moving from the 
13—Montreal 17—Salt Lake Each agent will handle his indi- 
20—Travel 25—Denver vidual acts, as heretofore, with 
Richard and Morse on the floor. 
ai July 3—Omaha Halperin will handle the office and 
1931 m J split his time in New York. 
Or ceo New firm has arranged to mu- 
uls tually re present the Charlie Morri 
25—Travel son agency, New York, and William 
10—Jefferson 31—Oklah Ci Perlberg office, Hollywood. All ends 
—Oklahoma City of the agency business will be han- 
dled. 
24—Syracuse Aug. 7—Fort Worth Halperin is now in New York 
31—Rochester 14—Dallas seeking new material. 
21—San Antonio 
Feb. 7--105th St., Cleveland 
28—Houston 
beste oa Hip’s Summer Closing 
21—Toledo Sept. 4—New Orleans 
28—State-Lake Pras Sheers R-K-O will close the New York 
etastitnnnt Hippodrome July 12 and may va- 

Mar. ° 7-—Minneapolis —Birmingham cate for good when its lease on the 

house expires Aug. 25. 
14—St. Paul Oct. 1—Charlotte 


Fred C. French Company, which 


recently purchased the property for 
purpose of erecting a commercial 
skyscraper, is reported to have 
postponed the original plan of 
breaking ground in the fall. That 
gives R-K-O a chance to operate 
the Hip for another season, but 
whether R-K-O will resume its 
occupancy at the end of the sum- 
mer has not been decided. 


Loew’s Delancey, Sound 
Loew’s Delancey Street, New 
York, follows the other circuit 
houses to summer straight pictures 


July 5. 


British Film Field 


(Continued from page 6) 
with only $35,000 working capital 
after taking care of its formation 
expenses, 

Report now presented for first 15 
months’ work to end March, this 
year, shows $73,306 profit net. It 
markets a film-edge and disk equip- 
ment and a talking machine radio 
set. and is now making their own 
disks for theatre sales as well as to 
the public. 


Further Gaumont-Fox Denial 

This 19th Lord Lee of Fareham 
made a statement concering Metrop- 
olis and Bradford Co., holding syn- 
dicate of Gaumont-British common 
stock, which, after mentioning va- 
rious stories published as to control 
of Gaumont-British being in the 
hands of Fox Corp., says in part 
these statements are disproved by 
the fact Metropolis and Bradford 
holds in its own right over 3,000,000 
of the 5,000,000 common in Gaumont- 
British, ‘and thus holds the control 
by a substantial majority.” 
He also says the constitution of 
Metropolis and Bradford, of which 
e is permanent chairman, “was 
specifically designed to insure and 
preserve British control, and there 
is no intention of surrendering this 
control to any foreign interest.” 


Salem, Ore., Off 
Salem, Ore., two-day indie R-K-O- 


stage appearances the picture by] booked stand, drops off the R-K-O 
western (Orpheum) route July 12 


when going straight pictures for 


the summer. 


Salem fills a two-day wait on the 


Orph route between Portland and 
San Francisco. 


Mae Woods in Charge of 
Arthur’s Office Force 


Mae Woods, formerly of Keith's, 
is with Fox in New York as office 
manager in the theatre operating 
department, under Harry Arthur, 
She has charge of office personnel, 

Miss Woods directed Keith's 
Family Dept. (fifth floor), books 
and bookers for years under the Al. 
bee regime. She went out in the 
first big K-A-O shakeup two years 


| ago. 


Maren, Studio Contact 


Hollywood, July 1, 
Lou Maren, R-K-O theatre pube 
licist here, has been appointed stue 
dio contact for the houses. 
Don Eddy on the lot personally, 


OBERTS 
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new and 


six months 


after arranging and securing routes for 
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VAUDE—BURLESQUE 


VARIETY 53 


OUTSIDE MGRS. HAVE 
YEAR TO OKAY ROTARY 


Same Scale, $125 Top, with 
Big Comics Not 
interested 


Despite Mutual’s announcement 
of rotary stock as set policy for 
next season definite settlement on 
such a policy has not been ratified 
by outside independent house man- 


agers. 
tween I. H. Herk, head of Mutual 
and the house operators is set for 
the latter part of the month. 

Many of the outsiders have not 
looked favorably upon proposed 
change of policy for forthcoming 
geason, but have refused to commit 
themselves officially through not 
being left in the cold if rotary stock 
happens to be all that’s left for bur- 
lesque next season, 

As previously reported with Mu- 
tual’s self operation of the stocks 
the former franchised producers are 
out in the cold save Ed. Ryan, Lew 
Talbot and a few other former pro- 
ducers who have been given ad- 
visory or supervising berths. 


Same Dough 


Mutual’s former scale for princi- 
pals will stand with principal 
comics and “name” soubrets top- 
ping with $125, according to im- 
portance. Second comics rated be- 
tween $60 and $75 weekly and other 
principals at figures below these. 
The few draw comics still left on 
the wheel have refused to be in- 
terested at these figures and have 
hopped into vaude. 

Several of the comics approached 
for the Mutual stocks had been for- 
mer show operators, whom through 
top salary with troup and $200 
weekly profit allowed had been able 
to draw down sufficient coin week- 
ly to keep them interested in bur- 
lesque. Mutual may be forced to 
tilt its present maximum for comics 
if hoping to interest any of the 
holdouts, which, of course, would 
necessitate a smaller budget for 
surrounding principals. 

While Mutual is already claiming 
30 houses for its rotary policy next 
season inside reports have it that 
less than half that number has 
actually signed and that those that 
have are houses in which Mutual 
officials have financial interest. 


“JUST THE TYPE” 


Burlesque Girl Impersonates Self 
in Legit 


Claire Devine hopped from the 


Yunway at American Music Hall 


into cast of “Stepping Sisters” at 
the Masque, New York, last week, 
taking over former assignment of 
Grace Huff. 

It’s Miss Devine’s first fling at 
legit though well spotted since the 
show concerns a trio of former bur- 
lesque queens. 


Burlesque Changes 


Violet Buckley, Art Mayer and 
Earl Root opened with the stock 
at Irving Place, New York, this 
week, 

Mae Brown went in as featured 
s0ub with stock at American Music 
Hall, New York, last week. 


Mutual Adds Two Sups. 


Ed J. Ryan and Lew Talbot, for- 
mer Mutual producers, have been 
set as supervising directors and 
doctors of the Mutual stocks next 
season. 

Both will work under supervision 
of Emmett Callahan. 


Trocadero Open 

Stock burlesque has resumed at 
the Trocadero, Phila., with Max 
Cohen operating both house and 
stock. 

Company includes Charles (Bimbo) 
Davis, Hazel Miller, Mary Sunde, 
Fritzi Burch, Tommy Miller, Harry 
Burch, Bobby Miller, Ben Jacobs 
and Ruth Bradley. 


Maywood Stock 


Stock burlesque goes in for sum- 
mer next week at the Park, May- 
wood, N. J., with Harry Fineberg 
operating. 

Company includes Charles (Red) 
Seeley, Peggy Murphy, Frank 
Lynch, Garron Sisters, Martha Ded- 
rau, Bert Matthews, Tow Lawrence, 
Gene Sullivan and chorus of 14 
girls, 


A general conference be- | 


FOLLIES 


(Stock Burlesque) 
Los Angeles, June 25. 


In the same house with burlesque 
for the past eight years, T. V. Dal- 
ton is now operating the only the- 
atre with that brand of entertain- 
ment here. At one time Dalton. had 
three theatres going with tab and 
girl shows, but in the past year he 
has been forced to close two of 
them. 


Pictures (silent) are used at the 
Follies as a space filler and nothing 
else. They don’t even bill them 
outside the house. Three shows 
daily, with a midnight mat on Sat- 
urday. Admission is 40 and 65 
cents for mats and 75 and $1 at 
night. 


George Clark is the producer, with 
Grover Frankie staging the dances. 
Peggy Shunterman is in charge of 
the costume department, designing 
and executing the costumes for 30 
chorus girls and eight femme prin- 
cipals. This in itself is a fair order 
where they change the bill weekly. 
Costumes stand out in the produc- 
tion on originality. 

Production nut is around $3,000 
weekly, with the gross being about 
the same for the past six months. 
Theatre will close July 30 for four 
weeks, with the hope that the cus- 
tomers will rally ‘round the old 
camp when they reopen. If not, it 
looks like a fade-out for this hold- 
out. 

Show this week, “Step Along” 
runs for 70 minutes. Most of the 
time is used up by the girls in five 
ensemble numbers, all wigglers, and 
it is all their show. Five black- 
outs are used for the principals 
and dirt flies thick. Stuff is old but 
gets along. Entire chorus in a tap 
dance is the most effective number 
staged. 

At one time the investigators 
from the D. A’s office, two blocks 
away, had worn a path to the the-. 
atre. Now, however, the coppers 
are busy tagging cars and are leav- 
ing the shows alone. 

Billy (Bumps) Mack and Ray 
Parsons are the principal comics. 
Mack looks and works like Jimmie 
Savo. Parsons does a_ rube. 
Evelyn Myers, Tex Oliver, Melba 
Roy, Peggy Courtney and Mildred 
Cassidy are the femme members 
and are all lookers. These gals all 
work the teaser plenty, each one 
taking a session at it and never 
giving the sailors a chance to cool 
off. All the gals show plenty, so 
lack of imagination is okay. George 
Crump and Larry Farnum, both 200 
pounders, do straight. This week 
they both sing one number and call 
it a day. 

Chorus is_ spirited well 
trained and the girls are all of 
medium build. Probably this is to 
help the costume department. 
Staging is as good as the average 
musical show that reaches’ the 
Coast. Both comics amount to 
little more than walkarounds, but 
nobody cares. 

Unusual for a burlesque house is 
a colored pit orchestra of 12 pieces, 
working well with stage and is 
plenty hot. 

Locally there is talk of a Coast 
wheel with Dalton at the head. How- 
ever, this rumor is spiked by Dal- 
ton who is none too optimistic 
about the coming season. 


Out at City 


Mansbach and Froelich are out 
at the City, New York, through dis- 
possess proceedings for back rental 
and house reverting back to Fox 
interests. 

The Chicago stock operators had 
taken house over on 10-year lease 
at $70,000 annual rental and are 
reported as having dropped plenty 
in an attempt to establish stock 
burlesque. 


Irving Place Changes” 

Several changes in personnel of 
principals with stock at the Irving 
Place, New York, went in this 
week. 

Elsie Bergere, La Villa Maye, 
Peggy Reynolds and Murray Green 
have closed with Sally Swan and 
jetty McAllister having opened this 
week. 


Palace, Detroit, Closes 
Detroit, July 1. 
Palace, Clamage and Rothstein 
burlesque spot, closed Saturday 
(28). Slated to reopen Labor Day. 
Closing leaves burlesque 
spots open for the summer. 


Apollo in Camphor 
Stock burlesque folded for sum- 
mer at Hurtig & Seamon’s Apollo, 
Harlem, last week (June 28). 
House reopens Labor Day with 
combo of Mutual and house stock 
policy. 


South Bend Switch 
South Bend, Ind., July 1. 
Tony Brill, burlesque operator, 

has taken over the lease of the 
Oliver Theatre here, former stock 
house. Brill has turned house over 
to Jack Roof, who has spotted tab 
show for the present. 


‘CORPORATION’ N. 6. 
FOR MGR. ROSENBERG 


Jerome Rosenberg, former opera- 
tor of stock burlesque at the Gar- 
rick, New York, came out on the 
wrong end in suit instigated by un- 
paid choristers, when Justice 


Wynne, Sixth District Municipal 
Court, Brooklyn, awarded judgment 
of $300 and costs to the plaintiff. 
The amount covers the unpaid 
salaries of the choristers. 

Suit against Rosenberg was in- 
stituted for the choristers by Nat 
Mortan, casting agent, who had 
booked the house in final weeks 
with an alleged agreement with 
Rosenberg that the latter would be 
responsible for salaries. 

Rosenberg defended the action. He 
testified the theatre was operated 
by a corporation and he could not 
be held personally responsible for 
the obligations but failed to con- 
vince the court on this premise 
with verdict against him then 
awarded. 

Another suit brought by unpaid 
principals of the stock against 
Rosenberg is pending, with Altman 
also the attorney in the latter case 
for Mortan. 

The stock which had done an up 
and down business from the start 
folded several weeks ago when Mor- 
tan pulled his people when salaries 
were unpaid and brought the subse- 
quent suits against Rosenberg. 


INCORPORATIONS 


New York 


Syndicate Exchanges, Inc., New York, 
operate motion picture. exchanges and 
motion picture films; 90 shares no par 
value. Filed by James Brothers, 1441 
Broadway, New York. 

Rumka Productions, Inc., New York, 
operate theatres; 100 shares no par value. 
Filed by Ruttenberg & Ruttenberg, 250 
West 56th street, New York. 

Rige Theatre, Inc., Manhattan, operate 
theatres, motion pictures; $10,000. Filed 
by Benjamin Rich, 50 East 42d street, 
New York. 

Welfare Pictures Corp., Manhattan. op- 
rate theatres, motion pictures; $10,000. 
Filed by Phillips & Nizer, 1560 Broad- 
way, New York. 

Radio Film Shooting Device Corp., 
Manhattan, deal in motion picture ma- 
chines; 200 shares no par value. Filed 
by Fred W. Scholem, 10 East 40th street, 
New York. 

Fanwill Enterprises, Inc., Manhattan, 
realty, operate theatres; 100 shares no 
par value. Filed by Hyman Dominitz, 
331 Madison avenue, New York, 

Berinstein Realty Co., Inec., Elmira, 
produce entertainments of all kinds; 200 
shares no par value; Edgar Denton, Jr., 
Margaret Hanifen, Ruth B. Crane. Filed 
by Henry Denton & McCann, Elmira, 
New York. 

Atma Amusement Corp., Mineola, op- 
erate theatres, parks; $10,000; Anast 
Terzis, Athanas Terzis, Elihu L. Platow- 
sky. Filed by Joseph Kaminer, 1440 
Broadway, New York. 

National Theatre Production Corp., 
New York, securities, genera! theatrical 
business; 10,000 shares no par value; 
Madame Bouvet De Lozier, William El- 
liott, John W. Searles. Filed by John W. 
Searles, 55 West 42d street, New York. 

Pilgrim Productions, Inc., New York, 
conduct plays, motion and talking pic- 
tures; 200 shares no par value; James H. 
Gould, Sanford M. Salke, Iris Rhein- 
stein. Filed by Reich, McNally & Lehr, 
233 Broadway, New York. 

Coney Carousel Company, Inc., Kings, 
operate public amusement resorts; $10,- 
000. Filed by Nelson Palmer, 295 Madi- 
son avenue ,New York. 

Millbrook Theatre Corp., Millbrook, 
conduct places of amusement of all kinds; 
200 shares no par _ value. Filed by 
James T. Aspbury, 236 Main street, 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Fairplay Booking Corp., Manhattan, 
conduct fairs, amusement parks, circuses; 
$500; Kenneth R. Gregory, Frank C. 
Taylor, Kendall Williams. Filed by Ed- 
ward Reitman, 111 Broadway, New 
York. 

Radiopolitan, Inc., New York, oper- 
ate theatres, motion pictures, plays; 200 
shares no par value; William M. Stevens, 
Louis J. Freda, Edward S. Williams. 
Filed by 8S. V. Ryan, Albany, N. Y. 

Here We Are, Inc., Manhattan, oper- 
ate theatres, motion pictures; 100 shares 
no par value; Irving Shapiro, Emanuel 
Weiss, Morris Kissler. Filed by Joseph 
D. Shifain, 67 West 44th street, New 
York. 

Queens Barlesque Corp., Manhattan, 
operate theatres; 200 shares no par 
value; I. Weiner, Isidore Samore, Sarah 
Lipnitzky. Filed by Jacob I. Good- 
stein, 21 East 40th street, New York. 

Granada Theatre Corp., Queens, culti- 
vate a taste for music, literature and 
art; 100 shares no par value. Filed by 
I. J. and N. J. Ginsberg, 26 Court street, 
Brooklyn. 


Metropolitan Musical Bureau, Ince., 
Manhattan, operate theatres, motion pic- 
tures, plays; $500; Francis €C. Coppicus, 


Cc. Donald Richards. Edward H. Tatum. 
Filed by Edward H. Tatum, 146 Cedar 
street, New York. 

Winson Amusement Corp., Kings, op- 
erate theatres, motion pictures; $5,000; 
Sam Winderman, Norris Jacobson, Hel 
en Sherry. Filed by Morris G. Kasto- 
witz, 305 Broadway, New York. 

Tattle Tales, Inc., Manhattan, oper- 
ate theatres, motion pictures, plays: 100 
shares no par value; Louis Glazer, Her- 
bert Koslan, Ida Somers. Filed by Wil- 
liam Kaufman, 1482 Broadway, New 
York. 

S. and 8S. Theatrical Enterprises, Inc., 
Kings, operate theatres; $20,000; Ned H. 
Schmuckler, Louis Cohen. Filed by 
Charles Wapner, 16 Court street, Brook- 


lyn. 

Stanhope Producing Co., Inc., New 
York, operate theatres, motion pictures, 
plays; 200 shares no par value: Murray 
A. Schechtman, Jane E. Cross, Helen M. 
Hart. Filed by Koenig, Bachner & 
Koenig, 27 Cedar street, New York. 

Integrity Film Corp., New York, deal 
in motion picture films; $50,000; Harry 
Tomback, Louis L. Kaplan, Max Stam- 
mer. Filed by Wien & Tomback, 1440 
Broadway, New York. 


Long Beach Rinks, Inc., Manhattan, 
furnish amusement indoors and _ out- 
doors; 100 shares no par value: Sig- 


mund Pines, Charles Aitman, Frances 


More Acts Finding Work in Field 
Of Chautauquas— Flesh Counting 


RIVERSIDE’S POLICY 


Won’t Be Known Until R-K-O and 
Fox Decide 


The future of the Riverside, New 
York, is still much in doubt. 


This R-K-O house is expected to 
reopen early in the fall, but its 
policy will be determined following 
a conference of the R-K-O officers 
and Harry Arthur, representing the 
Fox interests. 

The Riverside is a joint proposi- 
tion as far as its present contro] is 
concerned. R-K-O and Fox own it, 
but certain Fox provisions make it 
imperative that full Fox office con- 
sent be given for certain changes 
and policy that R-K-O would like to 
make effective. 


Cliff Work Given 2 
R-K-0 Coast Cities 


San Francisco, July 1. 


It’s reported that Nate Blumberg, 
western general theatre operator 
for R-K-O, has appointed Cliff 
Work in charge of this city and 
Oakland, It gives Work three 
houses to handle, two here and the 
other over the bay. 

Placing Frisco and Oakland as a 
division removes these cities from 
the California division, of which 
Frank Vincent is in charge. 

Work has been manager of the 
Golden Gate for some time. He is 
highly rated among the theatre men 
of the Coast. 


3 FOX HOUSES—SOUND 


(Continued from page 51) 


sudden ousting of the union forces 
in all the other houses. The house, 
however, is working on a “notice 
basis” in the event trouble arises. 

If the unions take reprisal meas- 
ures the fight may spread ever fur- 
ther in Fox houses. 

Going into straight films means 
some 78 or more union musicians 
are rut as the Academy orchestra 
alone has numbered 17 to 20 men. 
The Fox, Brooklyn, employs a simi- 
lar number. The Crotona, Park 
Plaza and Star bands number less 
than 25 each. 

Fox people believe that the houses 
have a chance to get out of the 
“red” only by operating at a mini- 
mum through sound only. 

Presentations at the Fox, Brook- 
lyn, will not be abandoned unless 
such a move is considered necessary 
by Fox. 

Where the men all go out the 
houses will be run on the minimum 
basis with union operators. 

Sammy Kal.n’s band of 10 men 
are on the Crotona stage, with Sol 
Lowe acting as leader and m. c. 
This is their third week there. 

Charles Strickland and band of 
nine are this week on the Park 
Plaza stage. Strickland went in last 
Saturday, following a two weeks’ 
stay of Anthony Trini and band. 

No stage band at Star, where 
regular five-act vaude shows are 
played on weekly split. 

At the Academy no special band 
recruited for stage. The house 
simply moving its pit musicians 
(20) to the stage. 


NEW ACTS 


Charles Noville and Frank Shaw 
have formed a vaude producing 
combine and are readying a trio of 
new production acts. List includes 
“Harlem Nights,” nine people, 
colored revue; “Trip to Radio Land,” 
seven people, flash, and “Trimmers,” 
four people, skit featuring Mazie 
Kelly. 


Cohen, Filed by Alfred L., Tanz, 475 
Fifth avenue, New York. 

Z. Roe, Inc., New York, theatres, pic- 
tures; George Manker Watters, Tanzon 
M. Watters, John W. Searles. 

Park Circuit, Kings, theares, pictures; 
Harris Seglin, Blanche Kallenberg, 
Anna Zevitt. 

Renaissance Casino, Manhattan; the- 
atres, plays, $20,000; William B. Dess- 
ner, Dorothy Lindenbaum, Sally Schim- 
mel. 

Valor Productions, Manhattan, thea- 
tres, pictures: Herman Cantvoort, Sidney 
R. Fleisher, Myron H. Ress. 

Jungle Film Corp., Manhattan, pic- 


tures; David M. Sohmer, Benjamin 
Levine, Saul Hyams. 

Robert W. Bergman Studio, Manhat- 
tan, theatres; Will Pennington, Joseph 


Hindle, Alice H. Moran, 


Chicago, July 1. 
“Flesh” _ entertainment has 
started to count for the Chautau- 
quas so far this season, 

Vaudeville sparingly used in the 
past is being extended by the 
chautauquas. Formerly acts not of 
a class to make the best circuits 
depended upon the tent outfits in 
the summer. These acts are now 
doing so well in their entertain- 
ment, with the countryside hungry 
for an in the flesh show, that a 
better grade of act is being used. 

Just now in the smaller towns 
the chautauqua is the successor to 
vaudeville and the legit, during the 
warm period at least. 


MAIN ST. MED. SHOWS 


(Continued from page 49) 


Doctah,” Chief Small Tail (the Herb 
King), the Old Reliable and a score 
of others, for nothing. If the or- 
dinary med show and lecture bores, 
sidewalk vags can always get in on 
a good tooth pulling by a sidewalk 
dentist. What theatre can counter 
that? Incidently, a few acts are 
getting coffee and cake money out 
of the med shows; about 15 singing 
acts are employed by the traveling 
M. D’s working in and around L. A. 

The D. A’s office has been watch- 
ing the stem for some time. Vigilant 
officers, while not arresting people 
for jay walking, pay visits to the 
theatres to see that the moral laws 
are not violated. There are no kill- 
ings in L. A. The only tough things 
they have here are climate and pic- 
ture stars. 

Most exhibitors figure that sooner 
or latter a show-down will come. 
The small 250-seaters will have to 
fold. As it is now they are not 
making enough dough to get by, but 
hang on hoping that something will 
happen. No one knows just what 
it will be or how it will affect them. 
Chances are it will be the sheriff. 
And chances are, again, that it 
won't be long. 

Business conditions locally have 
never been worse, and the people 
who frequent Main street are hit 
the hardest. A dime to them means 
a meal, and a western never took 
any pains out of an empty bellybay. 


Big Maloy Dinner 


Chicago, July 1, 

The banquet te Tom Maloy, busi- 
ness manager of IATSE, MPMO 
local 110, held last week at the 
Stevens Hotel, was the biggest thing 
ever pulled for any showman. Crowd 
of 4,000 overflowed two ballrooms. 

Maloy was given checks for $28,- 
000. Dinner grossed $40,000, with the 
union taking about 25 grand for its 
share, 

Maloy leaves this week for Eng- 
land to attend the British Trades 
conference as fraternal delegate 
from the A. F. of L. 


ILL AND INJURED 


Ruby Royce, ill of pneumonia in 
French Hospital, New York, was 
operated upon June 24; condition 
critical. 

Ben Ross removed to French Hos- 
pital by the N. V. A. from 102 West 
48th street; pneumonia. 

June Tempest, in French Hospital 
and operated upon for appendicitis; 
may sit up this week. 

Ford Raymond, under care of N. 
V. A. at Saranac Lake, N. Y., came 
down to New York for some special 
treatment in French Hospital but is 
returning to Saranac. 

Mattie Boorum, ill for some time 
in French Hospital, is able to sit up 
for a time each day. 

Arthur Dunn has been readmitted 

to French Hospital at the request 
of the N. V. A. He is suffering from 
heart trouble, 
William J. Kenny, who broke a 
bone in his hip last March and has 
been in French Hospital since for 
surgical treatment, expects to go 
home in another week. 


Wanted 20 Good Looking Chorus Girls 


Those that can sing and dance, sea- 
son of 40 weeks or more; want me- 
dium sized girls; no drinkers need 
answer. 

(Mutual Circuit). the Orpheum The- 
atre, Paterson. Send your home ad- 
dress, also phone number. 


Address Billy Watson, Watson Bidg., 


Paterson, N. J. 
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VAUDE HOUSE REVIEWS 


Wednesday, July 2, 1930 


PALACE 


(St. Vaude) 

A very good vaude bill on paper 
and on the stage was badly slowed 
up, if not hurt, twice Saturday 
afternoon by useless and unrequired 
encores. The first happened in 
Pepito’s turn, No. 2, and the next in 
Gus Edwards’ revised act, opening 
after intermission. At least the 
Pepito encore was provably re- 
moved. 

Don’t the R-K-O bookers see these 
acts? Or if they don’t, don’t the 
office scouts who do make recom- 


mendations as to changes for the 
Palace playing? A blind boy could 
have told the Pepito encore was 
misplaced for any house, while Gus 
Edwards rang in a lousy mouth 
organ wy a boy made up in the 
amateur night style. That might 
be an encore where Gus is giving 
the entire show or closing a bill. 
About three sets of claquers in the 
rear of the orchestra Saturday 
afternoon. None was necessary. 


The overdone encores -hurt two 
acts, Lou Holtz, next to closing, and 
Maddox and Clark, two girls, No. 2. 
Both overcame their handicaps, the 
girls very neatly, and Holtz, through 
sheer work and headwork, for that 
encore mess up just before Holtz, 
and the way it was done could have 
made an ordinary performer walk 
on with a grouch, if he did not walk 
out.. Especially a single coming on 
at 4:45, for the show was pro- 
longed beyond its normal length by 
the two pushed-in encores. 


Another return and another hit of 
the bill score for. Bill Robinson. 
He was next to closing the first 
half. The super tapper went into 
the Edwards act later, to help out 
Ina Ray, whom Gus calls his “latest 
find,” in her dance imitation of Bill. 
The girl does the taps nicely, but is 
too heavy on her feet, which the 
feathéry footed 52-year-old Bill 
Showed up when dancing with her. 


Closing -the first half is Ruth 
Etting, a “sweetheart” Chicago lost 
at $225 a week, for the Palace to 
take her to its heart this week as 
the headliner at $3,000. Perhaps as 
wéSllisplaying the difference be- 
tween New York and Chicago in 
other ways. Miss Etting had two 
pianists, and did around six songs, 
with her personality not the least in 
the solid success this handsome girl 
always leaves behind at the Palace. 


_ Holtz is doing a dandy turn. It 
must be the same single he did re- 
cently at the Palace, Chicago, when 
the report from there said it was 
his best act. It is. He tells stories, 
sings, travesties and kids. None 
can tell a Yid story better than he 
in accent, and Holtz’ hit was heavy 
in the late spot, despite every- 
thing. A-stooge used on the stage 
for a moment is a big laugh. 


Edwards has revamped the turn 
he had a couple of months ago at 
the Palace. He has thrown out the 
chaff and put in wheat. It makes 
all the difference in the world, be- 
Sides this time the act is wholly 
played upon the stage where it al- 
ways belongs. 


Alice Weaver, but lately recovered 

from a spinal injury that held her 
off the stage for nine months, does 
prettily with difficult toe work, while 
Madeleine Northway, now a blonde, 
fand Charles Sabin, ballroom dancers, 
give much class to the Edwards 
turn. Besides Gus, who contributes 
to any act he’s in more showman- 
Ship than he is usually credited 
with. Here again he evidences it, 
not too much, but enough to keep 
the act lively and make it likeable. 
With good people as now, it is all 
the better, for Armida remains. 
That sprightly little girl is fast de- 
veloping into a corking performer. 
This nearly new Edwards act can 
hold a spot or a show anywhere, for 
it’s now all entertainment. Even 
the mouth organ boy would be all 
right in his place, which should be 
in the body of the act. Gus is fool- 
ish to close with this boy stuff as 
he did with the dance imitator be- 
fore. Let them remember Gus Ed- 
wards, not a kid who can wash up 
any time. That might be good 
judgment in a turn not there—this 
Edwards turn is there, and 15% 
better than his former act. 
__ Gus and Will, two boy acrobatic 
dancers, opened the show in “one,” 
unusual, with Pepito No. 2 with 
full stage, his contract reported 
calling for “a _ spot.” Pepito is 
doing excellent work and is what 
may be called a newer clown of the 
old school. Sure fire for children 
and enough for the adults. His en- 
core is entirely wrong excepting the 
cry ing bit that could go in the act 
proper as it was before. Rest of the 
encore may be thrown away. It 
has to do with a player-piano as 
a@ gag, and the clown singing in 
falsetto. 


Jean Maddox and Florence Clark 
pushed themselves over after this. 
It was the comedienne’s hard work, 
and she never stopped, getting 
something for all of her low comedy, 
which is far superior to the cross 
fire. Some of the talk holds a little 
giggle. Comedy end sets the girls, 
however. 

While Bill Robinson was taking 
his first bow, ushers carried down a 
large floral horseshoe. It was oke 


because Bill went right to the card. 
Later he mentioned that “I must be 
living right,” looking at the flowers, 


[and again stated the conservatory 
came from the stage hands’ union 
of New York. That bespeaks bene- 
fits, but whatever it is, the stage 
crews never pass tributes that way 
unless they think an awful lot of a 
fellow. And Bill is colored, It was 
pretty nice. 

Little better than usual Sat. mat 
trade; orchestra about 90%. Sime, 


58TH ST. 


(Vaudfilm) 


Poor attendance for this house 
Saturday afternoon, but a good 
showing in comparison with the 
rest of the stands in New York for 
that day which invited everybody 
outdoors. No name and no local 
favorites on the bill, house depend- 
ing upon “The Big Pond” (Par) for 
the draw. 

House being used as a summer 
break-in spot in consequence the 
program a bit scattered and uneven. 
Only two real comedy turns on the 
six-act layout which is short meas- 
ure. The laugh makers were Pauline 
Saxon, Reed and Kenny, dependable 
hoke clowning by Miss Saxon and 
neat specialty by her man and wom- 
an assistants; and Joe Marks in 
his old skit strongly flavored with 
the burlesque bit idea in material 
and style, but amusing enough for 
this clientele. 

Two new acts in Furman, Shar- 
key and Lorraine and Louise Ben- 
stead and Co. of six. Running or- 
der was Alberta Lee and Co., Fur- 
man, Sharkey and Lorraine, Saxon, 
Reed and Kenny; Lucille Benstead 
and Co.; Marie Marcourt and 
Marks, which arrangement spotted 
the available comedy in about the 
right places, although more laughs 
would have helped the show vastly. 
Alberta Lee sounds like a woman 
principal, but it turns out to be an 
upside-down man juggler with a 
woman aid who appears only for an 


from behind ® screen, failing even 
to appear for i:nil acknowledgement. 
Turn is rather siow, consisting of 


ALBEE, BROOKLYN 


(Vaudfilm) 
“Dangerous Nan McGrew” (Par) 


nation value for 50 cents. Show is 
serviceable if undistinguished. 

It plays in standard form. Clifford 
Wayne Co., now a sextet, is its 
usual Indian novelty. A neat re- 
vuette and good opener for the 
grade. Carr Bros. and Betty twicing 
are more Carr Bros. than Betty. 
Latter just serves for the intro- 
ducer. The boys’ burlesk hand-to- 
hand stuff is the mainstay. 

Gloria Foy, Alan Edwards, Alan 

Davis (New Acts) are thus evenly 
billed. Class routine. Johnny Burke 
next with his standard comedy sol- 
dier monolog, as effective as ever 
for laugh returns. 
Don Azpiazu and his Havana Ca- 
sino orchestra closed. Here's a 
genuine novelty in stage bands 
which might be further enhanced if 
more skillfully presented. Program 
note compares the native Cuban 
rhythms with the modernistic 
American tempos and further likens 
the “rumba” dance with our own 
shimmy. The “rumba” programed 
is now eliminated for some reason; 
mebbe they deemed its cooch a bit 
too torrid for the family customers. 
Antonio Machin, parenthetically 
billed as “Rudy in Sepia,” is a sym- 
pathetic enough Cuban warbler, if 
no Vallee in personality or style. 
That's carrying a suggestion too 
ar, 

Special trailers further introduce 
the band. Its chief appeal are those 
gourd and other pebbly ryhthm in- 
struments. They are at their best 
playing their own native tempos. 
They do contemporary jazz well 
enough, but if some announcement 
were made of how the same fox- 
trots would sound under Cuban or- 
chestral arrangement and_ treat- 


instant and then hands out props| ment, the effect would be enhanced. 


Marion Sunshine staged and pre- 


sents the act. 


Don Azpiazu has a novelty which 


and five acts comprise a good combi- | 


series of juggling feats by man 
standing on his head atop a fu- 
turistic sentry box. Impressionist 
setting backs the turn up and the 
finish has the juggler, still in re- 
verse, playing banjo, drum and 


bugle in that order. 
Marie Harcourt was in a tough 
spot No. 5, an unusual berth for a 
straight violin playing woman sin- 
gle. At that she did well with this 
group of customers and in a more 
appropriate position ought to make 
a really good impression. Statu- 
esque, chestnut haired girl with a 
eaptivating, dimpled smile. Opens 
in evening gown for straight violin 
number, announces series of “im- 
pressions” of vaude violinists in- 
cluding Patricola, which is as good 
an excus® as any for two brief 
straight numbers in_ self-accom- 
panied song, displaying an agree- 
able light voice. 

Then she strips the long skirt and 
is revealed as a shapely Juno in 
opera lengths for a lively finishing 
number with mere suggestion of 
swaying steps. Music is agreeable, 
girl’s class and suave audience ap- 
proach helps and the ravishing 
shape turns the final trick, Rush. 


RKO 


(Vaudfilm) 

Los Angeles, June 21, 
At $3,000 for the four acts, this 
is one of the cheapest units to hit 
the Coast since the new policy of 
four-act bills started. Without a 
vaude name on the bill, it still 
proves not only good entertainment, 
but class. 

The acts as arranged approach 
perfect vaude. Ray Huling and his 
seal, for general entertainment and 
appeal to the kids; Reynolds and 
White, music and hoke for low and 
high; Ledova, for the real class, 
and Fred Lightner, new here, goes 
lowdown to show-stopping results. 
Ledova likewise tied up proceed- 
ings just ahead of him. 

Reynolds and White opened with 
their hoke musical work on 
trumpet, sax and fiddle. Act clicked 
from the opening to a _ surprise 
finish, when Miss White, working 
as a male tramp, pulled off her cos- 
tume revealing a white evening 
gown. Very well hiked. ° 

Ray Huling, in the deuce, worked 
his seal to good returns. The seal 
seems te have a fine understanding 
of what’s wanted, with the high 
spot its control of voice; especially 
in the vocal numbers where it noias 
the pitch with the orchestra. 

Ledova, with a male dancer, two 
pianists and a colored choir of 
eight, in next-to-shut got off to a 
slow start. This is probably due 
to the heavy black hangings of the 
act, out of tune with her dancing. 
It’s getting too hot for black around 
these parts But the act has real 
class throughout, Ledova displaying 
a technique rare in yaude. Colored 
choir sings three spirituals, sub- 
dued and effective but coulda pe 
bettered if the soprano would 
sharpen her ear. 

Fred Lightner started slow with 
a special number and plenty of 
mugging. He failed to hit until 
the girl, Rosetta, came on. Then 
he built up to a smash close. Five 
bows, then a speech in which he 
announced that he was out here to 
visit his sister, Winnie Lightner. 

House filled for the first show. 


can play anywhere in America or 
internationally. Their music is dif- 
ferent .and so authentic in its local 
color it carries with it a distinc- 
tion all its own. Band is currently 
at the Central Park Casino, dishing 
up the tangos, and even from the 


stage a surefire dance-provoker. It 


comes from the Grand hotel, Ha- 
vana, where Azpiazu is well known 
to tourists. Abel. 


MILLION DOLLAR 


(Vaudfilm) 


Los Angeles, June 26. 
With all the major theatres in 
the city going toward stage shows, 
this house has been using vaude 
successfully for several months 
now, At the present time, and 
with a 50c top, customers are with- 
out a doubt getting their money's 
worth. While the house doesn’t 
draw the class trade, due partially 
to the Fox West Coast and Publix 
houses running the features at least 
two times before they hit here, it 
has a good steady patronage. 
Opening this week’s last half are 
Bardo and Cunningham, a couple of 
hoofers with fast tap routines. A 
military tap used as an encore sent 
the act off nicely. 
Mora and Frances started by pull- 
ing a string of small violins out of 
a carrying case, crying for their 
mother. Some guitar and banjo 
playing followed, with a few songs 
by the girl. The act was liked. 
Flash number of the bill in the 
trey spot. De Lara Lolita and Com- 
pany, all Spanish, showed some 
clever .tangoes, instrumental work 
and singing. An apache had the 
outfit called out twoce for bows. 
Burns and Kane, in next-to-clos- 
ing, provided pure hoke and sailed 
across in fine style. Closing the bill 
was Phenomena, a mystic, who 
passed the regular sheets of paper 
for questions and gave advice to all 
seeking his comfort. While doling 
out the answers put in several 
plugs for his $1 booklet. 

Feature was “The Texan” (Par), 
with a newsreel and sound novelty 
filling in the 2% hours. House was 
packed opening night (Thursday). 


STATE-LAKE 


(Vaudfilm) 
Chicago, June 28. 

With the Twelve O’Clock Revue 
and Johnny Downs, another one of 
the growing-up “Our Gang” boys, 
as co-headliners, this house lacks 
the name punch this week and suf- 
fered in gate receipts opening day. 
Vaude bill of five acts ran 80 
minutes, short show for the State- 
Lake. It was too heavy on the 
hoofing with some repetition, but 
the easy-going patrons liked it. 
Samaroff and Sonia, clever act in 
which four dogs follow their master 
in acrobatic routines, was a good 
opener all the way after. the 
woman’s Russian dance was over, 
but was clipped to five minutes 
when they could do 10. 

Johnny Downs, boy from. the 
silent pictures, held the deuce. Kid 
at least is different from the rest 
of his gang with a growing-up ap- 
pearance. He seems to have the 
makings for something, with nat- 
ural personality and a hoofing de- 
livery which, if not flashy, at least 
has plenty of character. He pleased. 
Manny King and Co, the yid 


“The Fall Guy" (Radio) and news 
reel completed. 


sissy comedian with violin case, two 


other men and’ two girls—an in- 


got a warming on Manny’s wrestling 
with ‘a huge hulk of blonde 
femininity, alias love-making. 

Mart May, the lazy comedian, 
followed, with the songs he never 
finishes and the musical instru- 
ments he never quite gets set with. 
Type of hoke liked in this house. 
Jeanne Carroll, fast dancer and on 
looks good, as foil, helped. 

These two combined with the 
“Twelve O’Clock Revue” of eight 
girls and two men in the closing 
act. Flash proved draggy even with 
May as m. c., and the fellow doing 
a dumb waiter didn’t crash with 
the laughs he could have gotten. 
In the last 10 minutes, specialties 
by the various girls, all good 
dancers, put on a rousing finish 
that held. One danseuse in an ec- 
centric toe number and another 
who does a leg-control acrobatic 
dance are invaluable assets to this 
act. 

On the screen “Notorious Affair” 
(FN) and Pathe Review. 


STATE 


(Vaudfilm) 
This week's vaude layout presents 
stronger competition against R-K- 
O's Palace, one bleck up the street, 


than many a week heretofore. Six 
acts, all recognized standards, but 
one and running to a bit over 90 
minutes. With Par’s “True to the 
Navy” on screen and the Three 
Sailors also on the marquee, Mon- 
day night's house was well nigh 
filled. Besides the Three Sailors, 
Count Bernivici and Girls and 
Josephine Harmon and Franklyn 
Ardell. 

Three Sailors were a cinch. They 
tried to bow off after but 12 min- 
utes, but. the house wouldn't let 
them go. 

Vardell Brothers, acrobats and 
stuntsters, opened with a_ snap. 
Acrobatic routine, hand-to-hand and 
body lifts were oke, but the standout 
was in the stunt wherein one mem- 
ber of the duo slid down a small 
curved chute on his chest and 
stomach, turned in the air and was 
caught in a leg catch by his partner 
hanging from a bar at the other 
end, Both wore protectors. 
Stunt looked plenty dangerous and 
thrilled. Emperors of Harmony 
deuced in fair fashion. Quartet of 
colored boys, all vocalists. 

Franklyn Ardell and Co., the “And 
Co.” being a male audience plant 
and a femme assist, treyed, and 
were liked from the start. Ardell’s 
fast comedy patter got results. Idea 
is that of a comic swamp salesman 
who hires a deaf and dumb secre- 
tary only to find that she is black- 
mailing him. It’s Ardell’s patter 
and chatter with the gal that’s the 
act. 

Josephine Harmon, the femme of 
Amazonian proportions, possessing 
a voice which befits her size, had 
no trouble whatsoever. Using more 
talk when last seen around. It is 
mostly of the self-kidding variety, 
delivered in the form of cross-fire 
with her male pianist, and gets 
laughs. Uses two comedy songs. 
Count Bernivici and Girls closed— 
and did that with class. Turn color- 
fully mounted and framing good. 
A “Miss Dusty,” warbler, was strong 
for single honors. 


HIPPODROME 


(Vaudfilm) 
Well laid out and well balanced 
bill for current week with sight 


rather than sound features again 
dominating the stage show and 
counting for tops. Two dancing 


flashes in the six-act layout, Irene 
Vermillion and Co. in trey and 
“Flowers of Seville,” Spanish dance 
revue in closer. 

Eight Blue Devils, male Arab 
troupe, opened and got over with 
tumbling and pyramid stunts. Es- 
mond and Grant, mixed team, reg- 


istered with chatter, singing and 
dancing, with Grant's hoofing the 
mainstay. Neat act for deuce. 


Miss Vermillion, with male pianist 
and girl violinist, was heavy clicker 
in next niche, and her acrobatic 
dancing dressed up in production 
style. Numbers well done and re- 
ceived accordingly by the out- 
fronters. 

sert Hanlon had the comedy end 
practically alone, getting over in 
a big way. Some of Hanlon’s fly 
stuff was over the heads of most 
but after playing down to them, re- 
sults were different. 

“Sim Moore and Pal, male two- 
some, also got their share of laughs 
with a travesty acrobatic routine 
and small talk. After clowning half 
way the team went legit on stunts 
and cleaned up. 

“Flowers of Seville,” Spanish 
dance revue of one man and nine 
girls, delectable eyefilier in get- 
away, through attractive mountings 
and colorful costuming. One of the 
girls works with man for a couple 
of doubles with the others in en- 
semble numbers. Girl's castanet 
and cymbal dances were neatly 
handled while the man's toreador 
solo also brought plenty. Tam- 
bourine dance finale with all on 
and dancing at breakneck pace sent 
the act over with a bang. 


“The Social Lion” (Par) on 
screen. Edhba. 


nocent boy ‘in a bad night club—] 
were restful on songs, but finally |’ 


PALACE 


(Vaudfilm) 
Chicago, June 28. 


It would be a great break for tha 
acts if some way were figured out 
to start the first show 45 minutes 
later than at present. First variety 
show now going on about 12:30, 
with house pitifully small. Acts on 
at that time don’t get a fair 
chance, having a _ difficult time 
warming up the crowd. However, 
by 1:30 the house is filling rapidly, 
with the bigger house showing its 
effect upon the closing acts’ recep- 
tion. 


Leading off were Myers, Lubow 
and Rice, eight person dance flash; 
two men and girl specialty dancers 
and five-girl chorus. Routine stuff, 
except for the excellent semi-doll 
dance, and the man’s limberlegs 
comedy bit. Act makes nice ap- 
pearance; set nicely. 

Yvette Rugel depended almost 
solely on classical and semi-classi- 
cal material; with her warbling 
getting recognition in spite of the 
small attendance at the time. 


Lester Allen and Nellie Breen had 
to use a lot of showmanship to over- 
come poor material. Comedy songs 
are weak with the ideas meaning- 
less. Best bit was Allen’s closing 
imitation of John McCormack giv- 
ing an imitation of Lester Allen. 


Allen appears in the following act 
with William Halligan in a weak 
four-person skit. 'dea is how two 
hotel muggs buy some real hooch 
but toss it out, when the porter, 
whom they try it on, passes out; 
only to learn later the porter was 
a fit hound. Obvious and only 
laughs are from ad lib business. 


Jack Mclallen, with Sarah and 
one other man, cleaned up in clos- 
ing. Had everything for the mob 
here. “Soldiers and Women” (Col) 
feature. Also a patriotic trailer, 
with vice-president Curtis’ letter. 

Business weak at opening of first 
show but they were coming in 
nicely at the close. Loop. 


ACADEMY 


(Vaudfilm) 


Stage band policy supplanted reg- 
ulation vaude bills here this week, 
with Jack Roth and the Academy 
Jazzmaniacs on stage. Vaude bill 
is draped around to make for more 
of a 
straight vaude bill. 

Despite the switch the show is 
vaude, with the acts doing their 


stuff before the band. Roth and the. 


boys give a good account throughs 
out. 

Caught Sunday night, with extra 
shows causing plenty of juggling 
around, the bill ran even and got 
results. Roth and the boys open 
with some lively instrumentation 
stuff, giving way to Goldman, Hess 
and Vallee (not Rudy), two fellows 
and a girl in fast acrobatic dancing, 
getting over for tops. 

John Irving Fisher m. c.’d well 
and spotted his own specialty later 
down. Fisher mopped. 

Marjorie Burke had her song rep, 
getting in some clown stuff with 
Fisher that tickled and sent her 
away to good results. Roth and 
band spotted instrumental program 
as spacer, with Grace DuF aye, acro- 
batic dancer, taking things up and 
uncorking an acrobatic dance that 
was nobody’s business. 

“Daisy,” horse impersonation, with 
two fellows under the skin and girl 
trainer, provided laughs with an act 
that rang the bell. 

Jans and Whalen were the clean- 
u. chaps on comedy, goaling them 
with their familiar nifty nonsense. 
From all slants a good layout, with 
Roth coming in for plenty of credit 
wi the band boys. 

“Mammy” (W. B.) screen feature, 


Edba, 
86TH STREET 
(Vaudfilm) 
Simple, inexpensive bill, injured 


by lack of variety in type of ma- 
terial. Practically a stag program. 
Not a woman appeared on the stage 
until the closing turn, when the 
Lee SisterS and their eight line 
girls tried to make up for lack of 
femme interest in preceding four 
turns, No names and no stage 
show box office magnet. Probably 
figured a draw wasn’t necessary 
with the screen displaying Chevalier 
in “The Big Pond” (Par). Good 
reasoning at that. Business off at this 
matinee as migh: be expected, same 
condition applying to every theatre 
in town including the Times Square 
film de luxers. Chevalier ought to 
do the trick as four-day engage- 
ment of picture progresses. 

Absence cf femininity affected the 
show, giving it monotonous same- 
ness, even if the man acts had no 
sameness, 

Opened with Freddie Craig, Jr., 
the trick mental novelty, which did 
nicely. Feats of memory and novel 
number calculations have lots of 
novelty. Craig has opened a new 
line for this style of work. Material 
is strikingly interesting and the 
young man helps vastly by his per- 
sonable handling of talk and black- 
board tests Nice returns. 


Carrol and Gorman, two 
(Continued on page 76) 
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PARAMOUNT 


(“Forward March’—Unit) 
New York, June 27. 


Charles “Buddy” Rogers, the be- | 


witching youth from Emporia, 
Kans., who numbers among the sou- 
venirs of a bright career the house 
gross record of the Paramount the- 
atre, is this week paying a return 
visit to the auditorium he so suc- 
cessfully crowded three months ago 
on his first appearance, 

To report that Buddy is a musi- 
cian sadly out of practice or to sus- 
pect that Paul Ash’s” orchestra 
works many tricks to cover up cer- 
tain deficiencies is to rehearse facts 
the feminine swarms will be quite 
indifferent to. Buddy is the breath- 
ing embodiment of cuteness in 
trousers and nothing else matters. 


tt is at least a relief to find a 
film star actually doing something 
besides a smile. America’s boy 
friend is full of animation and there 
is more than a lurking sense of 
real showmanship in his stage de- 
portment. Given a course of prac- 
tical coaching and with some hard 
work so that less faking and more 
mastery is present in his musician- 
ship, he might be quite a dynamic 
young entertainer. 

Without Buddy, the particular 
star of “Forward March” would be, 
and is, Nina Olivette, who brings 
the musical comedy technique to 
picture houses and adds a new 
source of dependable income to her- 
self. 

With unmistakable decisiveness 
Miss Olivette found the belland 
rang it. Her comedy knockabout 
dancing in conjunction with Charles 
Strong’s versatile stage band had 
everything they try to get into 
Publix units, namely, sure laughs 
eonveyed by the eye rather than 
the ear. 

it was the ear that worked in the 
ease of Bill Talent and Flo Merit, 
couple of reformed jugglers. They 
have more puns than a conservative 
judge would figure an act could 
cram into seven or eight minutes. 
It remains a _.testimonial to their 
trouping that they can get really 
first-rate results out of such old- 
timey material. Including in that 
eategory the venerable Koster and 
Bial vaudeville device of dividing 
the men and women on a question 
of sex partisanship. 


Eddie Michaels offered a _ back- 
kicking routine that’s away from 
the usual in young hoofers. 


Bunch of pops by Mr. and Mrs. 
Crawford with a song-plugger meg- 
aphoning to applause from among 
the side wall colonnades, 


Overture omitted with stage show 
and feature, “Border Legion” (Par), 
running longer than usual. Land. 


FOX, B’KLYN 


(Brooklyn) 
New York, June 28. 

In the battle of downtown theat- 
rical Brooklyn the Fox is giving 
away the most for the least, and 
isn’t making anything, probably not 
even breaking even. 

House has changed press agents 
four times in four weeks, and man- 
agers almost as frequently, in an 
effort to ballyhoo it out of the red. 
The neighboring Paramount is still 
topping everything, and the Met 
(Loew) and Albee (RKO) are bat- 
tling it out in the vaude division. 

Fox has a 25-50, with 15c for chil- 
dren. At Saturday’s first show 
about 1,000 children, all deadheads, 
were in the house, raising the roof 
and whistling their heads off in true 
gallery-god style. Seemingly that’s 
encouraged by the modus operandi 
of things. Uncle Robert, said to be 
a neighborhood radio male Polly- 
anna, was host to the 1,000 kids, and 
spoke a few words of vacation-time 
advice, and ballyhooed the young- 
sters into giving Bob West, the fa- 
vorite organist, a “rousing reception 
that will raise the roof,” whereupon 
more than 1,000 lusty young lungs, 
throats, tongues and larynxes com- 
bined into a_ whistling-cheering- 
applauding greeting that outdid any- 
thing else preceding. 

House is doing everything on the 
Publix service scheme of things ex- 
cepting on its ushers, who seemingly 


take vacations whenever the kids 
troop down the aisles searching 
vainly for down-front locations, 


much to the annoyance of those al- 
ready seated. Here's the time when 
the usher is needed to give you the 
two fingers at available locations 
and keep ’em back behind the area 
already thoroughly populated. 

No fault of Harry Watts, the 
house manager, who seems to be 
about the livest they’ve had over 
there. At least he’s alert to the 
seneral topsy-turviness of every- 
thing. 

_Fox, in Watts, Harry Arthur (di- 
vision manager), Jim Loughborough 
(ex-p. a.) and Bob West, the crgan- 
ist whom they copped from the 
near-by Paramount, has four ex- 
Publix men. Watts was a Publix 
Manager before coming here. 

Plenty of show at four bits. Also 
Plenty of shows. Friday opening 
day sees five stage frolics; Sat. and 
Sun., six shows each and four-a- 
day thereafter, Still that can’t go 
Past the overhead. 

Will Osborne’s radio band, in its 
fourth and final week, is the special 
attraction. Doing a Valiee and trav- 
ling On the Vallee school of radio 
crooning, Osborne has been doing 


some good biz in the sticks, but it 
wasn’t such a bright idea to bring 
him to within a block of Vallee’s 
home grounds at the Brooklyn Par- 
amount. Osborne has three more 
men than Vallee. His band could 
stand a little sprucing up. He him- 
self gets by. Osborne croons into a 
WABC “mike” (he’s a CBS artist), 
and does his stuff very briefly. 


Al Lyons, m. c. and conduetor of 
his own stage band, officiates with 
the Fanchon & Marco “Desert Idea” 
unit. Osborne opens the show, per- 
forming on the rising pit. 

In between are the newsreels, Un- 
cle Robert and Bob West. Latter is 
a great community sing leader. Sure 
knows how to pace his stuff. Also 
essays a little stereopticon novelty 
with colored glasses distributed at 
the entrance to patrons. Uncle Rob- 
ert, besides getting 1,000 kids in for 
nothing, got ’em some free candy, 
Which was distributed to them on 
exiting from the balcony. 


The F. & M. unit means little. 
Has an Aztec cliff house back- 
ground, nice enough. Otherwise it’s 
a lot of nothing. Doesn’t blend, and 
plays poorly. Seems to run forever. 
Eddie and Morton Beck are the 
comics; Muriel Stryker does a scarf 
dance; Cropley and Vivian’s rope- 
dancing double is much too much. 
Chief Eagle Feather’s tap is fairish. 
Torney Girls (12) are the best indi- 
vidually. Al Lyons as an m., e. is 
satisfactory, but could do more if 
permitted. He brings three of his 
boys down front for an attempt at 
an instrumental novelty, but didn’t 
mean much. 


“New Movietone Follies’ current 
feature. Abel. 


ORIENTAL 


(Presentation) 
Chicago, June 27. 

The rear section of this house is 
a laugh at the first show on Fri- 
days. Bookers, agents, dance direc- 
tors, house organ writers, publicity 
mugss, production men, managers, 
filin buyers and the rest of the gang 
who make up show business, a!) 
nervous, excited and interesting. 

The traiier for next week’s flister 
is out of whack, and says what its 
not supposed to say, and Leo Sa:hin, 
the manager, and Bili Pine, the p. a., 
run a race to the telephone to yeil 
upstairs, ‘‘What the hell!” 

The presentation opens smoothly 
with Frankie Masters as m. c. and 
the girls doing a “Happy Feet” 
number, clicks; Lou Lipstone, pro--. 
duction head, gives the mob in the 
rear a flash of dental work. in the 
next number, however, tne giris boot 
things around, and Ainslee Lambert, 
dance director, hobbles nurriedly 
down the aisle, waving his cane in 
the cir, while J.ipstone bites holes 
in tis handkerchief. 

The Three Small Brothers deliver 
a sweet precision hoofing and chal. 
lenge dancing routine, and Lipstone 
blows a kiss to Sam Bramson who 
had been lucky enough to boo« ’em 
And Bramson almost splits his vest 
when Syivia Froos stops the show 
with her warbling, and when the 
crowd goes for Frank Conviile’s 
hoke clowning. And the aj,sents 
are staiting to kick tneimselvos for 
maybe having sold the acts too 
cheap. 

Preston Sellers brings his organ 
out for some tunes, and when the 
guy up the booth misses a cue to 
change slides, Jimmie Savage, who 
writes ’em, scrambles over four 
rows of seats to push the buzzer. 

Business is good and Max Bala- 
ban and John Balaban congratulate 


each other, and give some credit 
to the feature, ‘Border Legion” 
(Par). Loop. 


GATEWAY 


(New) 
Chicago, June 27. 

Publix-B & K hit on the right 
name for this theatre, located on 
the far northwest side Where you 
smell fresh air and see vacant lots. 
Neighborhood is a fast growing 
one. 

House, seating 2,100, is the first 
in the series of new type for B & K 
—straight sound without stages or 
orchestra pits; and also has the 


parking space draw. Adjoining is 
room for 400 cars, and you don’t 
have to buy a ticket first to run 
the old boiler in free. 
Architectural @esign is an out- 
door garden, with heavenly ceil- 


ing and twinkling stars and gives 
an illusion when the cooling plant 
blasts out the artificial tempera- 
ture. The theatre is extremely long 
with a small, low balcony, but 
the acoustics are perfect. 

One of those gala neighborhood 
openings was put across by Al 
Burks, p.a., and netted seven ca- 
pacity audiences the first seven 
shows. Policy is three changes 
weekly, with 25 cents in the aft- 
ernoon and 40 cents evenings and 
week-ends. Opening program ran 
150 minutes, with "Light of the 
Western. Stars” (Par), combined 
news shots, a Vitaphone comedy, 
“She Who Gets Slapped,” and Vita 
variety of Ben Bernie’s band, and 
an Our comedy. Henri 
Keates at the organ. 

Theatre has very little *competi- 
tion, closest spots being the Hard- 
ing, a Publix house, two miles 
south, and the Terminal, Fox spot, 


two miles west. Loop. 


ROXY 


(Presentation) 
New York, June 27. 
The same scheme things 


which made the Roxy a big money- 
getter years ago when its choice of 
pictures was even less fortunate 
than of recent months will prob- 
ably see the current show into a 
nice figure, providing the stage show 
means anything. In the past it has. 
This week’s screen has the nega- 
tive Universal's “Czar of Broad- 
Way.” 

Whenever Roxy has an elaborate 
show, that in itself is a tip-off on 
the feature’s timber. And a cork- 
ing stage entertainment it is too. 
House probably figured that a short, 
rather a departure for the Roxy, 
might also hclp matters along and 
a Disney animated cartoon, “Can- 
nibal Capers,’ is programed but 
seemingly dispensed with after the 
entire ensemble was clocked and 
co-ordinated. 


“Czar of Broadway” is a Roth- 
stein gambler story, sounding its 
best on the title. Stage show is 
divided into four separate units, 
rather inusual abundance even for 
the Roxy. This does not include 
the appealing overture conducted 
by Joseph Littau, a pot-pourri of 
Saint-Saens, orchestrated by Mau- 
rice Baron. Von Grona and his 
Dancers are the introductory fea- 
tures in “Jazz Spooks,” a _ nifty, 
snappy four minutes of unusual 
rhythmic work, oddly silhouetted. 
It's a flash that can play any- 
where and a classy holdover. 

Johann Strauss’ “Artist’s Life,” 
the classic Viennese waltz, specially 
orchestz-ated by Max Hershberg, 
with lyrics by J. Parker Coombs, in- 
troduces the Roxy ballet corps and 
vocal chorus. Thence, 
Markert’s 32 Roxyettes in ‘“Tinkle- 
toes,” a revival of a three-year-old 
concerted terp routine. It can stand 
repetition almost regularly. De- 
spite its age and the rapid ad- 
vances made in this new school 
of line work, the Markert-William 
V. Powers routine is still distinc- 
tive. 

Fox Movietone-Hearst Metrotone 
News split it up, preceding “Big 
City Blues,” the kingpin presenta- 
tion ‘of the four differen’ stage 
numbers, featuring Ernesto Lecu- 
ona, Cuba’s foremost composer- 
pianist and author of “Siboney.” 

ackground is a roof cabaret in 
the Cuban motif. Patricia Bowman, 
Dorothy and Harry Dixon, Berry 
Bros., Lucille Fields, M. Vodnoy, 
Elisa Altamirano-Adolfo Utrera and 
the entire corps and chorus com- 
bine in this flash. The Dixons do 
a comedy acrobatic tango, the girl 
manifesting an unusual limberness 
in her work. The colored Berry 
youngsters are standards at the 
Cotton Club (Harlem cabaret) but 
somehow lacked their usual wallop 
on the mammoth Roxy stage where 
their diminutiveness and person- 
ality are overshadowed. Lecuona’s 
piano specialty is on the pit piano. 

Presentation possesses ele- 
ment of good-natured tomfoolery 
and is devoid of the usual “serious- 
ness” of the usual Roxy presenta- 
tions in the next-to-closing spot. 

Unprogramed laugh is the win- 
ning Bobby Dukes, kid singer, in the 
Fox Movietone News, who has one 
of the most natural kid phizzes 
extent and will probably be nabbed 
for the flickers from this news’ 
shot. Abel. 


NEWSREEL 


(Embassy) 


New York, June 30. 

Current 30 clips comprising the 
usual 45 minutes at the 25c gate are 
distinguished by a couple of strong 
human-interest shots and also by 4 
tendency more and more to subtle 
propaganda in the newsreels. 
Whether by design or accident, it’s 
great national publicity of the most 
forceful kind for those accorded this 
form of sound-screen exploitation. 

The political angles, of course, are 
now to be regarded as a matter of 
course, for after all, Hearst-Metro- 
tone must be inclined to ballyhoo 
Mrs. W. R. and the milk fund. 

Mentioning Robert, the Fifth ave- 
nue coiffeur by name, and having 
him demonstrate some of his new 
femme head-dresses is great stuff 
for Monsieur Robert, who parlays 
with a studious accent. Some of 
Robert’s adjectives concerning his 
subjects weren’t literally accepted, 
especially when waxing eloquent on 
some of the gals who are alleged 
Broadway beauts and whom he uses 
as illustrations for new coiffeur 
wrinkles. The gal who spieled her 
spiel herself was the best of the 
lot. 

The shot of a Northern Pacific 
R. R. traversing that territorial 
scenery and the captions bally- 
hooing Northwest, sound almost like 
C. P. R. propaganda, although sea- 
sonal enough. The Noyes’ school’s 
outdoor ballet dancing at Kensico 
is of course a swell free ad for the 
fashionable femme finishing school. 
This followed the Northern Pacific 
R. R. clip, making it two in a row 
for the ad stuff. 

The biggest human-interest sound- 
screen story, with a comedy snapper 
for which the subject deserves a 
bonus, especially if not rehearsed, 
was the patient police dog waiting 
eight months for his master out- 
side a provincial hoosegow upstate. 


With the prisoner’s release and 
farewells to the sheriff, he strides 


Russell E. 


New 


Acts 


JACK OAKIE 

Comedy, Songs 

6 Mins. 

Paramount (Pct), Brooklyn 

This personality having 
established him as the topline ciown 
on Par’s talker payroll, it wasn't 
very difficult for the theatre-pic- 
ture firm to correctly figure him as 
a natural for a week on any stage, 
especially a Par-Publix stage, where 
the build-up for him and his pic- 
tures has been going on for a long 
while. As with similar others, this 
picture player is aimed strictly and 
squarely at the box office, with his 
picture popularity sufficient to per- 
mit gambling on his ability to click 
in the flesh. It so happens that 
Jack Oakie loses none of his screen 
effectiveness on the rostrum. He 
walked on here as easily and surely 
as he steps béfore a camera. 


Oakie is one of those rare young 
lads who can be smart alecky yet 
likeable. His manner is full of dy- 
namite, and no audience can help 
but respond. Another case of he 
can’t sing and he can’t dance, but 
he can make you like it. Oakie 
tosses it over in his own clowning 
way as though acting nutty for the 
folks in the parlor, and it looks like 
that much of a cinch for him. 


Par-Publix is making excellent 
use of its youthful picture line-up. 
Buddy Rogers preceded Oakie and 
mopped, and is set for a return at 
the Brooklyn stand next week (4). 
Chevalier is down for a date or two 
and there are others on the list 
likely to follow. Under his film 
contract Oakie might possibly be 
playing on this stage for his picture 
salary. That’s some bargain for the 
theatre, getting a natural for noth- 
ing, or a bargain if doubling his 
talker pay for this stage week. 
Oakie will draw that and more. 

Oakie came on for six minutes at 
the finish of the “Ginger Snaps” 
unit, with an introduction and some 
foiling by Rudy Vallee. A couple of 
old wheezes, a bit of faked hoofing 
and singing of “Alma Mammy” got 
him off big, and they stopped the 
applause by slipping him the baton 
for the band finale, 

A flock of femmes down in front, 
by letting the world know how 
much they liked it, gave the right 
answer to the question, if there was 
any question in the first place. 

Bige. 


HENRY J. KELLY (1) 
Songs, Dance - 

16 Mins.; One . 
58th Street (V-P) 

Henry J. Kelly sounds like a vet- 
eran, but not mentioned in ‘“Vari- 
ety’s” files. Among best voices in 
vaude, this chap makes up like a 
hobo. 

Kelly is good all the way where 
audiences won’t mind his gutter 
cracks. With a voice like his, he 
doesn't need that kind of chatter. 
For last number a girl trots on to 
acro dance pleasantly. She’s figure 
and face all the way, with good 
ability on acros. Act is okay any- 
where, with Kelly headed some- 
where plenty with that voice. 

Tries about three songs, and then 
takes a bow for a big hand that’s 
sure to come back with a speech 
and another song to place the girl, 
Playing No. 4 on a six-act hill that 
went all the way, Kelly ran in front. 


off naturally singing out a breezy 
cheerio to a trusty: “Hope you get 
out soon,” which capped it nicely. 

Loretta, the champ singing and 
talking Long Island parrot, was an- 
other comedy interlude. The 
“world’s greatest” part of it is be- 
lievable after getting a load of 
Loretta. She, too, pulls a natural 
laugh top-off, which smart cutting 
emphasized. 

Bobby Dukes, the _ sleepy-eyed, 
yawning and nonchalant kid singer, 
rates a spot among the Best Human 
Interest and Comedy Shots of the 
year in newsreeldom. Seen three 
times he can stand repetition so far 
as one hardboiled auditor is con- 
cerned. 

Fox Movietone and Hearst Metro- 
tone clips were given a fast start by 
the arrival of the Southern Cross 
manned by Major Kingsford-Smith 
and crew. He spoke well. This was 
the Big News shot of both reels. 

Tragic end of the motor boat 
speedster, Sir Henry Segrave, was 
good contrast. Sir James Barrie 
was not such a cheerful cuss in his 
speechlet, 

Chatty conversational style of 
having an abstract couple’s dialog 
punctuate a water race or some 
such other more or less quiet pro- 
cedure was again invoked in the 
shots showing the Prince of Wales 
christening a liner and also during 
a Pacific femme aquatic race, with 
unseen persons (probably dubbed 
against the natural overtunes) ad 
libbing. 

Col. Woodcock, the new Probihi- 
tion head, was rousingly hissed, 
and dispite the fairness of his more 
or less explanatory address, the 
Broadwayites didnt care a_ bit 
about it. 

Aimee McPherson, singing a Cali- 


(Continued on page 74) 


GLORIA FOY, ALAN EDWARDS, 
ALAN DAVIS 

“A Movie Musical” (Skit) 

16 Mins.; Two (Studio) 

Albee, Brooklyn 

Gloria Foy, Alan Edwards, Alan 
Davis are thus equally billed in 


a musical skit credited to Edwards 
and Will Aherr for authorship. “A 
Movie Musical” has for its theme 
a paraphrase of “Talking Picture of 
You,” with Miss Foy and Edwards 
doing Chevalier-Garbo and Oakie- 
Bow comedy impressions, with 
Davis pianologing, and making it 
a trio in a McLaglin-Damita-Lowe 
personation a la “Cock-Eyed 
World.” Miss Foy’s Garbo and 
Damita especially good. 


All three are musical comedy 
people and lend the act a stamp of 
class and distinction which should 
carry this frame-up into the best 
and the fastest of company in short 
order. Turn is playable anywhere 
and not above or below any audi- 
ence’s conception of things. 


Unlike the average musical 
frame-up, thoughtful preparation 
evidences itself from the start and, 
as a result, it’s an act with plenty 
of substance, capably executed by 
this trio. Abel. 


LUCILLE BENSTEAD and Co. (6) 
Songs Production 

16 Mins.; One and Full 

58th St. (V-P) 


Rather ambitious attempt to sur- 


production by this familiar soprano, 
the production involving two 
special sets and five men and an- 
other woman, 


This apparently is a break-in 
date and the act isn’t yet well knit 
although it has the material that 
should work out into a small time 
flash feature, Only thing against 
it is absence of comedy. 


Miss Benstead opens with an im- 
pressive soprano solo, “Bells of St. 
Mary’s,” excellent for the display of 


files on a jungle setting with a 
beachcomber driving three man- 
acled convicts with a whip. Con- 
victs go into a tnison dance call- 
irg for precision because of the 
leg chains. Dramatic action brings 
love scene between degradea white 
man and native girl worker up for 
adagio effects and only fair and bit 
ends with Miss Benstead singing 
“Bambooland” with one of those 
interpolated dramatic recitations 
that could be spared. 

One of the convict dancers is 
out in “one” for a capital solo tap 
acrobatic dance session. And scene 
changes to cotton fields as setting 
for Miss Benstead to do her Negro 
lament, “Chloe,” with which she has 
long been identified. 

Well received here about midway 
of a six-act bill. Rush, 


REIS and DUNN 
Songs, Piano 

12 Mins.; One 
58th Street (V-P) 

Not world beaters, but okay for 
the family houses. These two boys 
have been hanging around Broad- 
way night clubs and even appeared 
at the Village Nut Club some time 
or other. Also playing’ radio 
dates. Voices not keen, princi- 
pally because of poor judgment in 
song types. Ought to go for limited 
range of tom-tom tunes in rhythm 
and talking style. Trying to sing 
like singers offsets the pair. Okay 
for family houses, 

One plays a piano, and the regular 
and customary routine is followed, 
with Reis annouuncing songs while 
his partner sits at the instrument. 
Boys should cut out taking credit for 
introducing a “new song” over the 
air for a tune that’s been out sev- 
eral months, and claiming first intro 
about “two weeks.” About four 
numbers and over big here, coming 
in for encore. 

Helped much by coming on in 
“two” after novelty juggling act that 
pleased with comedy and technique. 


Mr. and Mrs. RAY LITE (8) 
Dancers With Band 
15 Mins.; Three (Special) 
58th St. (V-P) 

Modern dance team, youthful and 
possessing combo grace with tech- 


satify, except experience. This last 
may be to fact that act is new. It’s 
big-time caliber, Setting is Chinese 
pagoda fashion. 

Pair dance the way folks both 
young and old will enjoy. They do 
about three numbers, with a Chinese 
band taking up the spaces. This 
Chinese band is something else. 
Eight pieces seated on pyramid 
platform in gold and red costumes 
a la Mongolia with turbans, they 
string the various shaped guitars 
masterfully. Besides carrying a 
tenor and a couple of dancers, good 
from both ability and novelty angles, 

Act closed a six-act bill and went 
big. 


round a song cycle with picturesque , 


nique plus showmanship that doesn't , 
take the act too long on time and; 
places everything back colorfully t# 


her powerful voice. Announces th@ag ‘ 
next as “Bambooland” and drop 
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VARIETY 


TEMES SQUARE 


Wednesday, July 2, 1930 


Broadway Chatter 


Louis Shurr is back. 

Oscar Oldknow misses his fishing. 

Fanny Ward may sail almost any 
day now, with her husband. 

Warren Nolan didn’t enjoy Cape 
Cod. 

Captain Dennis O'Brien back from 
the coast. 

Walter Brooks going home to 
Pennsylvania until Octcber. 

They call her Pat Henry and 
she’s an ambitious show girl. 

When last heard from Trudy 
Krieger was in Paris. 

Harold Flavin now corresponds 
fan stuff besides. 

Most of the boys around the 
Square hooked in again by the mar- 
ket. 

George McKay had a couple of 
operations and is now feeling bet- 
ter—around Freeport. 

NBC has ordered cut down on 
patriotic hymns for July 4th broad- 
casts. 

That new actor, Mark Hellinger, 
gct requests at Loew's State fer 
autcgeraphed phodtographs. 

They’re acdressing D. J. Chat- 
kin, Publix director of theatre man- 
agement, as Major now. 

Carol Kane, formerly of nite clubs, 
going to coast for Metro. But under 
her own name, Helen McCarthy. 

Booth theatre porch has sup- 
planted the Fulton as the favorite 
squat place for summer idlers. 

‘Swimming pools getting a strong 
play, several concerns allowing an 
extra hour off on luncheon. 

Charlie King for $2,000 next week 
‘at the Fox, Bklyn. Expense coin 
for a short European trip. 

Mebbe Herman Timberg wasn’t 
sore last Wednesday. His new car 
was bumped by a truck. 

Max Schmeling sailed on the 
“Bremen” Friday and a “Variety” 

yee. is cryin’ the blues. 

Dorothy Hall may leave “Flying 
High” Aug. 1, to pay a promised 
visit to.Marie Saxon in Hollywood. 

Patricola is leaving for her first 
trip abroad. She opens July 7 at 
the Palladium, London. 

Jack Oakie dresses formally unto 
the top hat and then puts on his 
sox and shoes. 

Marion Davies will be away about 


six weeks on the other side. Pepi 
Lederer, her niece, is with Miss 
Davies. 

Mae “Cleo” Bennett thinking of 


Sheepshead Bay for the July vaca- 
tion with an Atlantic City trip to 
top it off. 

Jim Barton, reported pretty ill, is 
said to be somewhat recovered. He 
expects to appear in the Friars 
Frolic. 

Eddie Pardo gives in. Admits 
New York is hot, but he’s doing a 
hotter spot, Paris. First time for 
the lad. He'll come back clean. 

Frank Vreeland back tomorrow 
(Thursday) from a vacash in Ber- 
muda, with Earl Wingart, his boss, 
going to same spot on his return. 

Mrs. Eddie Foy, the widow, has 
again postponed her benefit at the 
Hampden theatre on Broadway to 
July 27. Third extension. 

Ruth Etting is currently at the 
Palace, N. Y¥., with her $3,000 salary 
for this week Ruth’s record high to 
date. She will hold over at the 
same figure. 

Ben Blue had a week off and got 
cleaned at the tracks for $18,000. 
Says it’s better and cheaper to lose 
at golf to some one he knows, prob- 
ably meaning Charlie Morrison. 

Ed. Kealey, yaws ago Fox’s chief 
vaude booker, may be found arcund 
the Fox Movietone plant in New 
York. He still has his likes and 
dislikes. 

Eddie Miller, who just established 
coast vocal school and came back 
through family illness, not to re- 
turn. Won't give ba-k Friars pres- 
ent: either. 

Former Commissioner Joe John- 
son of the Fox executive staff is 
chairman of the mayor’s committee 
to receive Bobby Jones, coming in 
today (2) on the Europa. ; 

With Mark Hellinger in vaude 


4,and others threatening, newspaper- 


men now gag when meeting: ‘Don’t 
fail to catch my break-in at the 
Audubon this last half.” 

Lawyer Harold Golibiatt’s kids 
Lack from country with poison ivy. 

Lou Schwartz, owner of the Club 
Richman, ill at his home at 157 
West 56th street, New York City. 
He left a sick bed too soon and suf- 
fered a relapse. 

Max Schmeling’s agent was in- 
formed before the fouled champion 
sailed that R-K-O didn’t want him 
at any price. His agent had only 
asked $7,500 a week. 

Lester: Allen not going with Sam 
Goldwyn after all. Latter decided 
he wanted a taller type of comic 


opposite Evelyn Laye in her talker, 
but meantime Allen was rushed 
buck from Paris on a cable. 

New Sea Breeze club at Long 
Beach staged a gala Thursday nite 
in opposition to the Lido, which 
has stringent racial membership re- 
strictions. Sea Breeze is a mixed 
membership club. 


Coliseum, Bronx sports arena, to 
have ice rink by Sept. 1. Synthetic 
preparation known as opal ice to 
be imported. Jimmy Villeneuve, 
former Canadian hock«y player and 
rromoter, in charge. 

Bobby Feldman and Gene Wood- 
word, “shicksa,” had a rabbi do the 
marriage business for them. Bobby's 
a radio and nite club boy and Miss 
Woodward is also of the nocturnal 
playgrounds, 

Sam Lyons, the dialectician agent 
who insists he speaks that Way 
only when he’s in character, says 
there’s no use learning to speak 
English correctly because there's 
no one he can talk to that would 
be of mutual benefit. 

How Wall Street, which bets on 
anything, based its odds is not 
known, but it was 8/5 up to 2/1 that 
it would be a Lindy, jr. Theme song 
writers had their already “canned” 
Lindy-baby songs rushed out with- 
in a few hours after the news flash. 
Lou Holtz at some time in his 
life learned to play Klabiaz, a 
Hungarian card game. Last week 
in Chicago it cost Lou $5,000 to 
discover a better player named 
“Porky,” who got the Holtz goat 
and dough. 

Mildred Keats, who last cavorted 
in title part of “Sunny Days” in 
New York, is on several months of 
foreign travel with her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry L. Keats. Her dad 
is gen. mgr. of Chrysler Motors in 
S. A. 

Bill Pierce, after a long stay in 
Purcerville, Va., where he was 
called by the illness and subse- 
quent death of his mother, is back 
in New York. Another member of 
his Jamaica family is expected to 
arrive any day now. 

Broadway columnist who's taking 
himself ever so much more and 
more seriously these days was 
startled by a motor-car backfire. 
“You know, since that Lingle shoot- 
ing in Chi, you gotta be careful,” 
he explained. 

Bobby Folsom’s passion is build- 
ing rock gardens for her friends’ 
homes on Long Island. She does it all 
herself, even stealing the rocks and 
carrying them in her Ford, to build- 
ing attractive gardens. On her day 
off Bobby plays 36 holes of golf. 
Rain started Thursday night sud- 
denly with 2,000 diners in the open 
air Hollywood Gardens. One thou- 
sand took it on the lam for the 
coat room. Not yet discovered how 
many unpaid checks were left. 
Only funny edge to it was the bath- 
ing suit number was on the wet 
stage at the time, 


Chatter in Loop 


Felt hats must match the shirt 
and tie to be correct on Mich ave. 

Last of the eight-for-25-cent 
photo joints folded. 

Busses now sing a song, through 
radio, as you come to work. 

Panhandlers are working 
lobbies. 

Leo Starr and Ainsley Lambert 
will vacation together, 

Novelty stores now offering 
baby bombs as Chi souvenirs. 

Elliott Stuckel, golfing p.a., has a 
ripe sunburn but broke 100. 

Fancy delivery vans, with 
men, now the rage. 

New Yellow cabs are orange this 
season. 

Harry Munns took off vest when 
the thermometer passed 95. 

That Olsen and Johnson donkey 
on the streets again, 

Barney Dean sporting new cream- 
colored knickers. 

Sam Bramson taking scalp treat- 
ments, 

Microscopic wrist watches’ the 
latest rage for femme summer wear. 

Town laid off 700 dicks. New 
regime. 

Epidemic of prize packages from 
a buck to 10c. from the classy drug 
shop to Woolworth’s, 

New sleepers, running out of Chi, 
with eight berths on a side are 
titled “twin eights.” 

Arthur Sheekman, phone column- 
ist, back on domestic soil at the 
“Times” office. 
Fountain pens 


hotel 


dumb 


foot- 


have shrunk for 


Just an Expert 


Los Angeles, July 1. 

The old Plaza church is 
jealously guarded by the natives 
as a relic of the ancient baked- 
mud period of Los Angeles. 
The extension of Spring street 
will cut across a corner of 
church property long occupied 
by one of those pre-telephone 
booths, so an expert on prop- 
erty values was called to tes- 
tify at a condemnation hear- 


ing. 
The county supervisors 
asking questions, what the 


corner was used for, how often 
used, etc., until Judge Charles 
Burnell reproved them, 

“You qualified this man as 
an expert,” he said, “not as a 


specialist.” 


Chatter in Nice 


By Frank Scully 


Nice, June 21. 
Sea swell these days. 


Shorts and no shirts for men 
bathers. 


Palm Beach Casino looking for 
ap. a. 
F. Marion Crawford Jr. hoofing 
at Monte. 
Alice Terry is still queen of cross- 
worders. 
Mrs. Harry Worth sick six weeks 
with bronchitis. 
Charlie Murray and the Missus 
are at Monte. 
Lido, place with an outdoor dance 
floor about six steps from the sea, 
is giving a free cocktail to each 
pajamaed flap. 
The femmes go to Bride Les Bains 
where well-nourished ladies have it 
taken off of here and here and here. 
M. Lincoln Schuster, Dollar Book 
Demon, parks his horned-rimmed 
cheaters here July 15. 
Frank Jay Gould’s sandy summer 
spot near Cannes is using the plug 
“Juan Les Pins—Pyjamaland” this 
season. 
New picture company called 
Filmvox, Nice, is constructing sound 
stages at St. Laurent du Var, tiny 
town just west of the Nice race 
track toward Cannes. 
Peggy Joyce Hopkins is giving 
her new appendix scar some of Mr. 
Ultra Violet’s sex appealing sun 
rays at her villa on Cap D’Ail, 
across the bay from Rouletteville. 
Mary Garden is doing the same 
thing at Peaulieu, a few miles fur- 
ther west where she has a villa next 
door to the late Joseph Pulitzer’s 
and not far from Sir Basil Zara- 
hoff’s. 


the summer. Now fit the aspirin 
box. 

Jack Dempsey has taken an 
apartment in the Medinah Athletic 
Club. 

Hilda Burke, star of Chi’s light 
opera, reported engaged to Desire 
Defere, stage manager. 

New air beacon atop Palmolive 
building can be seen 500 miles on 
clear nights. 

Milton Weil offices gave up $500 
to four boys whom police are still 
looking for. 

Reported that Willie Horowitz has 
been sneaking out to Ravinia for 
occasional high-brow evenings. 

Ann Hogan, who spent. seven 
years with the local Feist office, is 
now stenog for the Robbins branch. 

Speaks reopened. Shut for a few 
days because of shooting of Jake 
Lingle. 

City will now listen to anyone, by 
letter or phone, as to how to drive 
the crooks out. 

Drug stores have sodas down to 
5c., with colored boys with cowbells 
in front to tell of the bargain. 

Will Rogers went for the rubber 
chewing gum when an admiring 
youngster slipped him a stick in 
front of the Chicago. 

Newest “binoculars are an inch 
deep and equipped with sticks to 
make them hang over the ears like 
specs. 

Conrad Holmes, Publix west 
coast big shot, rambled into town, 
the same day Jack Lait grabbed 
the Chief for a west bound trip. 

The three legit spots left -open 
are getting a new break with 15,- 
000 conventioning Rotarians on the 
loose. 

ieorge Jessel devoted half of his 
act at the Palace last week to terri- 
fic personal plugs and appeals for 
the “in the flesh” entertainment, 

Bookmaking muggs now on an en- 
forced vacation, the coppers having 
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London 


Chatter 


Mixed bathing in Hyde Park. 

Craze now is for flicker critics to 
pan talker in favor of silents. 

Prince Carol's voted Europe's best 
musical comedy star. 

Melville Gideon on radio. 
cuse. 

Angna Enters doesn't like the face 
the billboard artist has given her. 

Broadway accents in U's “All 
Quiet” get laughs here. 

Basil Sydney and Mary Ellis in 
town. 

Dames ride  side-saddle 
sively these days, 

Theatre quieting down again after 

a spasm of work. 
W. H. Berry now recovered from 
his recent breakdown. 
Mounted police at 
weddings. 

Nightingale talker recording voted 
most romantic occupation in the 
studios. 

Australian cricketers, over here, 
so popular they have to practice 
behind barbed wire. 
Cicely Courtneidge 
face cream. 
dough doing it. 
Gladys Frazin gets a break in the 
dailies. In a tonic ad. Tells how 
it keeps her fresh. 
There’s talk of a merger between 
the two leading space racketeers in 
theatreland. 
Basil Dean's getting space 
through fraternizing with the Shaw 
oracle. 
Marie Lorne reckons the only way 
to make the grade as an actress is 
to marry the dramatist. She did. 
Swaffer taking raps at Sherriff. 
Only guy with sufficient sense to 
do it. 
Schnitzer and Dowling of R-K-O 
are tripping round London thinking 
of opening up over here. 
Bill Thornton, leading film show 
man in town, has taken a flat out 
Streatham way. 
Frank Scully, 


No ex- 


exclu- 


fashionable 


advertising 
Gladys Cooper lost 


connected with 
“Variety’s” Continental organiza- 
tion, is in harness again after a 
serious operation. 

Viscount Molyneaux, just come 
into an earldom, is voted by the 
chatterers as the best looker in so- 
ciety. 

Jenny Dolly’s putting the reverse 
English on eter Pan. Lets her 


hair grow and no longer looks like 
a cheeild. 


Current skirt problem seems to be 
whether they’re to remain short and 
look long, or just go on at knee. 
length as per usual, 

Philip Durham, Norah Blaney’s 
husband, getting press break 
through being chased by the Flying 
Squad. Motto: Don’t marry revue 
stars. 

Dames crashed the Hyde Park 
swimming ponds on the opening day 
and undressed in view of the assem- 
bled loungers. Determined to get 
publicity somehow. 


Carlyle Blackwell's comeback ag 
a film player—directed, produced, 
financed and starred in the show 
himself—was something of a mutual 
admiration society. 

Harry Segrave, the auto ace who 
was killed in breaking the world’s 
water record, had no contacts with 
the show biz, but the number of 
small timers who tried the old stunt 
of being a pal, etc., was pretty high, 

If all the mahogany imported 
from the United States to England 
for the making of antiques to sell to 
American visitors were put end to 
end, there’d be enough wood to fur- 
nish the buyers with new heads.” 

Garland Anderson, Negro actor, 
who wrote and produced “Appear- 
ances” in London, is getting the 
spiritualists to take him seriously. 
June 22 he debated with Swaffer at 
Queen's Hall whether the play was 
a psychic or a divine expression. 

This woman business is keeping 
three West End theatres out of the 


red. One-woman shows are at the 
Vaudeville (Ruth Draper), Arts 
Theatre (Yvette yuilbert) and 


Queens (Angna Enters for mats. 
only), doing business. 

William H. Newton, head of 
Newtons, Ltd., publishing a num- 
ber of house magazines from the 
Strand—including the “White Star 
Magazine,” vanished, leaving a trail 
of pencil notes saying he would not 
be seen any more. Also said to 
have left a lot of rubber checks 
and a $2,000 bill of sale on his do- 
mestic furniture. Newton was an 
old-timer and an habitue of the 
Victoria Club, where all the boss 
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European dancing-masters voted 
all modern dances as bunk, particu- 
larly those of which colored per- 
formers are favored exponents, such 


as Charleston and _ black-bottom. 
They -intend to dignify modern 
dancing, but so far their efforts have 
been merely successful in slightly 
revising a Josephine Baker dance. 

One more show coming to the 
Arcade des Champs Elysees, next to 
the Hotel Claridge, where the Lido 
is already occupying the basement. 
New Cabaret Francais primed to 
attract the tourists in search of real 
i‘rench stuff. One act there is an 
absolute lift on Grock, locally popu- 
lar musical clown. 


Because she considers her picture 
prospects marred on account of 
having been badly directed in her 
first film, Tonia Navar of the Com- 
edie Francais, complains that ‘La 
Routs Est Belle” in which she ap- 
peared for Pierre Braumberger bars 
her for future picture work. Case 
likely to be amicably settled by 
the Chambre Syndicale de la Cine- 
matographie. 

Sid Chaplin gave out a fantastic 
press story for which they all fell 
that an international language to be 
evolved by electrical engineers and 
college professors will be used some 
time to come in making interna- 
tional talkers. Chaplin claims that 
the new idiom will do away with s’s, 
the English th, French u’s and other 
vowels that are not internationally 
accepted, and which record badly. 


Ladd and Olive are out of the 
Casino de Paris revue, leaving soon 
after Mistinguett and Earl Leslie, 
also left the Lido. 


Insiders say that a dancer lost 
his form by spending too much time 
with an a. k. dame whom he was 
consistently escorting around town. 


A new legit house will open next 
season in Montmartre, seating 460. 
Owner is M. Clerville; name is Le 
Fourmie, meaning “The Ant.” 

George Antheil, Trenton kid com- 
poser, in Paris trying to peddle his 
opera “Transatlantic,” for Paris 


production. Was a smash hit in 


in Paris 


Frankfort at world premiere but no 
news since, 


Another of those English and 
American companies manoeuvering 
through “Maya” at the Studio des 
Champs-Elysees, Cast mostly com- 
posed of Paris layoffs and hangers- 
on with nut held by theatre itself. 
Not many comers but management 
figures on the tourists and the 
“naughty play” angle. 

Hotels still crabbing about bad 
business. Local sheets print almost 
weekly yarns about the smashing 
of records, etc., for European travel. 
There has probably never been such 
a bad summer since the war so far 
as Paris is concerned. 


Twenty-five stage costumes, the 
property of Enrico Caruso, were 
sold at public auction, none reach- 
ing a $10 top. 

French girls showing more curves 
this season; probably fashionable on 
account of the locally unprecedented 
price of $1 a pound for beefsteak. 

Police and firemen doing the 
Ingagi act in the Bois de Boulogne, 
trying to capture a big monkey 
which escaped from a nearby house 
and has been roaming about the 
park for the last week. 


Wynn, art director for Paul 
Whiteman in “King of Jazz’ and 
decorator of Tex Guinan’s place in 
New York, settling here. May do 
some work for next Mistinguette 
revue. 

George Canty vacationing. 

Harry's Bar did top business the 
night of the Schmeling-Sharkey 
fight, fans awaiting for the result. 

Jane Aubert in a striking white 
gown with real roses at Jere Law- 
rence’s wedding. She recently. won 
first prize at a motor fashion show. 

Sid Chaplin and his wife, after 
developing a long thirst on a motor 
trip in the Provinces, quenching it 
at Payne’s bar, 

Addison Fowler, of Fowler and 
Tamara, newlywed act, took advan- 
tage of the London Sunday closing 
law to fly from London to Paris. 

Joe Zelli, taking very good care 
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TIMES SQUARE 


VARIETY 


Ideal Summer Home 


This is the ideal summer home 
for you and your family...all com- 
pletely furnished...everything you 
need, you won’t have to buy a thing 
...all you have to do is to move in 
and take it easy for the rest of the 
summer...and you're getting a 
good buy...the owner was caught in 
the market and has to give this up 
or else you couldn’t get it at this 

rice, 

lll bet in a couple of years you 
ean turn it over and make yourself 
a few thousand dollars besides get- 
ting a lot of pleasure out of it 
meanwhile... President Hoover says 

.“there’s prosperity right around the 
eorner”’...but it seems everytime 
he turns a corner someone has to 
sell something to keep up with 
prosperity...I know you will be 
very happy here...fine neighbors, 
lots of sunshine, good bathing and 
excellent fishing...and a fine place 
for the kiddies...you haven't any? 
Well this is a great place to have 
"em. 

Drop in to my office in a day or 
‘two and I'll have the papers all 
‘yready...won't take long...We have 
te look up the title, fix the mort- 
gage, transfer the insurance, pay 
the water, village and county tax 
and get your deed and everything 
will be O. K....Thank you very 
much, 

Home at Last 


Well, here we are honey in our 
own home at last... now all we 
have to do is to sit around, take it 
easy, gO in swimming and I’m go- 
- ing to get me a little boat...Oh, kid, 
this is going to make new people 
out of us...Nothing to do but fool 
around and take it easy all summer. 

No nails in the closets? Well, I'll 
get the hammer and nails and put 
them in...I wonder where the tools 
are?...No tools? [I better run down 
‘the village and get a hammer and 
some assorted nails...You say the 
doors stick?...Well I’ll fix that easy 
enough; I'll get a saw and a plane 
+--May as well get a screw driver, 
too, you can always use tools round 
‘a house...funny this guy didn’t 
‘Jeave any. 

You'd better put your bathing suit 
on honey and go down for a dip. 
I'll join you as soon as I fix these 
few things...then all we have to 
do is to rest and have fun...What’s 
the idea of taking the curtains and 
drapes down?...You’re going to put 
up new ones? 

Yeh...and I want you to get some 
lacquer ’cause we have to repaint 
the furniture...I don’t like this 
color...get some orange, yellow and 
Chinese red...I guess you better 
get some brushes too...and if you 

. Bee any little unpainted tables and 
chairs, get ’em... it won’t take us 
long to paint them up...and if you 
see some regular paint reasonable 
I would like to do the porch over... 
it will brighten it up lots...and 
you had better get some copper 
screening too...all the screens are 
busted, 

Plumber Needed 

While your down the village shop- 
ping tell the plumber to stop in 
and fix the bath room...the water 
won't stop running...and I also 
want him to make a rig-a-majig 
for the chimney so the sparks won't 
fly all over and start a fire...every 
house has one but ours...And when 
you go into the city tomorrow I 
want you to bring home some ash 
trays ’cause there ain’t one in the 
house...and the sitting room needs 


a new rug and we must have at 
least a half dozen blankets. They 
only left two here...and if any 
guests come we'd be in an awful 


mess, 

Speaking about guests you had 
better order a couple of cots...you 
know as soon as the gang hear that 
there’s bathing they’ll run in on 
us for the weekends. ..and I noticed 
that the dishes here are all cracked 
and we only have about a half dozen 
of each...so you had better get a 
hundred piece set. 

Gin, Too 

Speaking about gangs, be sure 
and order some gin...we’ve only 
got about a gallon left...And when 
you get back you must fix the walk 
-..there’s some loose boards and I 
almost broke my neck on ’em this 
morning...And here’s a little list 
of stuff I must get...a mop, broom 
and dust pan...I can’t find any of 
them in the place...and some wicks 
and lamp chimneys...we’'ll have to 
ret a few extra lamps too...they 


have three here...and we 
should get a new porch set... 
Chicthing in wicker...and porch 


“urtains are necessary or else dur- 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


ing a rain the porch will be soaking 
wet...and if you can dig up a radio 
somewheres it would be fine...that 
is if you can get it reasonable ’cause 
it’s terribly lonesome here without 
music. 

Speaking of music I must dig up a 
piano tuner to tune this old tin can 
they left here...and we need needles 
for the victrola and some records... 
all they have here are a bunch of 
hymns...And if you don’t mind my 
suggesting it if I were you I would 
get the boat next year ’cause this 
house is going to cost us a bunch of 
money by the time we re-furnish 
everything...I see where we're going 
to be kept busy fixing up and work- 
ing on this place all summer...by 
the time we finish it, it will be time 
to go back to work...a fine vaca- 
tion. 

We'd been better off spending our 
vacation just visiting people...less 
expensive and no _ trouble...Well 
this is the last furnished house I’m 
going to buy. 

I'm cured...It’s Malarkey. 


Girl in ‘Frame’ on Doctor 
Chiseled Out of $350 as 
Her Bit, Squeals to D. A. 


As the result of a story told to 
District Attorney Crain by Betty 
Sexton Bowman, Chicago night club 
entertainer, Charles V. McCue, pri- 
vate detective with offices at 200 
Broadway, was indicted by the 


Grand Jury on a charge of con- 
spiracy. McCue is accused of ob- 
taining framed-up divorce evidence 
against Dr. Herman Pomeranz, in 
behalf of the latter’s wife, Mme. 
Kiviette, costume designer and ex- 
wife of Abel Kiviat, the track star. 

The story told by Miss Bowman 
and which resulted in the indict- 
ment was that McCue had hired the 
girl for $500 to “frame” the doctor 
in a room in the 44th street hotel. 
The girl only received $150 of the 
$500 promised she said: This caused 
her to “squeal.” 


“McCue told me to register at the 
hotel under the name of Louise 
Stevens,” Miss Bowman said. “The 
detective visited me there as soon as 
I took the room. He told me the 
man I was to frame up was Dr. 
Pomeranz and gave ne his phone 
number, 


“He told me to tell the doctor I 
had been referred to him by Naomi 
Winters, a girl in Tex Guinan’s 
Chicago show. He gave me a de- 
scription of Miss Winters in case 
the doctor became suspicious. 


“I phoned the doctor, explained 
who I was supposed to be and told 
him I was ill. He said he would eall 
to see me. He did and gave me pro- 
fessional treatment. He visited me 
on two other occasions. The last 
time was on May 4 when the raiding 
party was pulled.” 


Miss Bowman said that when the 
raiders broke into the room she was 
seated on a couch in pajamas comb- 
ing her hair. The doctor was seated 
in a chair fully clothed. McCue 
and Al Sherman, Mrs. Pomeranz’s 
brother, were the raiding party. 

Dr. Pomeranz is a prominent phy- 
sician of 545 West End avenue. 
His wife is reported to have made 
$150,000 last year as.a stage cos- 
tume designer. 
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passed the word around that any- 
body showing even a scratch sheet 
will be picked up. 

Frances Abrams, who works a 
misspelling typewriter for Milt 
Schuster, is now sporting an en- 
gagement rock and a silly ex- 
pression. 

Ben Ehrlich, theatrical lawyer, is 
fighting the whole town of Wil- 
mette so that he might get into the 
landlord biz. Ehrlich wants to 
build an apartment house. Wil- 
mette squawks the idea is n. s. g. 

Woods Building is turning out its 
first protege. Virginia Auyer, who 
has been slinging drinks and damp 
sandwiches in the building’s coffee 
shop for the last two years, left last 
week for a 12-week season of vocal 
calisthenics. According to the 
mugegs in the lobby, it’s only a mat- 
ter of months before Virginia will 
be warbling with the Gardens and 
Ponselles. 


LOUD SPEAKER FINE 


Cortlandt Street Dealer Charged 
$30 as Drawing Card 


The second conviction obtained 
by the police in its drive against 
loud radios under the new anti- 
noise ordinance was obtained in 
Special Session when Frank Klein, 
radio dealer of 6 Cortland street, 
was fined $30 in Special Sessions. 

According to Policeman Clarence 
Weaver, who made the arrest, traf- 
fic was continually blocked in the 
section known as “radio row” at 
West Broadway and Cortland street, 
because drivers of trucks sought en- 
tertainment by stopping in front of 
the stores where the radios were 
broadcasting. 

The officer said Klein was an 
habitual offender and had _ been 
warned several times. 


Bigras Squawked Over 
Card Game in Hotel, but 
Kept Away from Court 


Joseph A. Bigras, stopping at the 
Hotel Times Square, 43d street and 
8th avenue, clothing merchant, failed 
to appear in West Side Court to 
prosecute Barclay Watkins, 28, 120 
East 62d street, and Peter Barrett, 
37, 318 West 5ist street. 

Watkins and Barrett were arrest- 
ed in the hotel by Detectives Harry 
Brouser and Joseph Williamson, of 
Inspector Patrick McCormick’s staff, 
on a fraud compiaint. Both denied 
the allegations. The pair were rep- 
resented by Assemblyman Joseph 
Broderick. 

According to Bigras, he was ap- 
proached by the pair*in the lobby. 
They told him they were living in 
the hotel. They suggested a card 
game, Bigras was stopping in the 
hotel with his'wife. The pair, as- 
serted Bigras, suggested going to 
Bigras’ room. The latter’s wife was 
ill, and they adjourned to one of the 
defendant’s room. 

The game went along swimming- 
ly. Bigras was losing. At one time 
he held a pair of aces. A knock 
came to the door. Bigras got up to 
who it was, but no one was 
there. When he returned to his seat, 
one of the defendants had a better 
hand. It dawned on Bigras he was 
in bad company, he said. 

Bigras made a partial payment of 
his debts. He told the pair to come 
back the next night. The following 
morning he told Brouser and Wil- 
liamson. When the pair returned to 
collect they were bagged on the 
charge of petty larceny. They stated 
the game was on the level and were 
discharged when the complainant 
failed to appear. 


Coast Tourist Trade 
Is Nothing to Speak 
About—There Isn’t Any 


Los Angeles, July 1. 

West coast hotels and railroads 
are squawking plenty over the lack 
of tourist trade so far this year. At 
roads entering the state it is said 
that travel permits for foreign cars 
are away below the number issued 
at this time last year. 

Hotels are crying the blues and 
claim they would be glad to see 
their towels disappear if guests 
would only walk up to the register. 

Railroads which in previous years 
have run their trains in multiple 
sections are having a tough time 
getting the regular train filled. The 
same holds true of coastwise steam- 
ship travel. The weather has been 
too cold for water travel and coast 
ship companies have been slow to 
modernize their equipment, The 
latter has a great deal to do with 
the public’s reaction to ship travel. 
Boats which have become antiquat- 
ed in the Atlantic service are a 
cinch to get featured when they hit 
the Pacific. 

According to hotel and resort men 
throughout the state, it looks like a 
bum year for those who depend on 
the tourists for the payoff. 

Auto camps, too, are crying that 
even they are feeling the pinch. 


Golf in Back Yards 


Birmingham, July 1. 
So serious is the miniature golf 
fad down here, the first city to no- 
tice the competish for theatres, that 
homes are being provided with them. 
A large number of Birmingham 


a 


homes now have miniature courses 


jin the backyards. 


Inaccurate 


Biographies 


GRETA GARBO 


By Claude Binyon 


Hollywood, June 28. 
Few know the real Garbo. She 
is as mysterious as last year’s al- 
manac, and as fascinating as Lon 
Chaney in a business suit. 
If Greta (Pash) Garbo wakes up 
in a beach house she puts on a 
bathing suit, and if she wakes up 
in a sun parlor, she takes a sun 
bath. 
“Ay am like that,” she says. 
“Like what?’ you retort, and 
you’ve got her cornered. 
She trudges up and down Holly- 
wood boulevard holding a huge 
briar pipe. Constantly she wets 
a finger and points it at the heav- 
ens. She is expecting rain, because 
it ratned once in Stockholm. 

In perpetual fear that someone 
may recognize her at a theatre, she 
disguises herself thoroughly. Wear- 
ing the gardener’s trousers, the 
chauffeur’s shirt and an old pair 
of shoes that someone left in the 
house before she moved in, Greta 
bowls along to the show. 

“Who is that?” yeople ask. 

“That’s Garbo,” answers Garbo, 
amplifying ker voice all over the 
street. Then she runs home and 
cries because people kncw who she 
is. 
In Old Stockholm 

Her early life in Stockholm is 
more or Jess another mystery. Once 


somebody asked her about it and. 
she said nothing. So the word 
went up and down the Roosevelt 
lobby that Garbo wouldn't talk. 

In Sweden her first picture was 
“Gosta Berling,” made the 
Swedish Film Industry, Inc. In 
1925 Metro brought her to America 
and put her in “The Torrent.” It 
was all the same to her, so she bee 
came a success, 


Despite her fast accumulating 
bankroll, Garbo remains thrifty. 
“How much are those things,’ she 
once asked a storekeeper, pointing 
at the avocados and knocking the 
ashes out of her pipe. 


“They’re 75c. a pound,” answered 
the storekeeper. 


“Expensive, aren’t they?” com- 
mented Garbo, and walked away. 
She didn’t even care what they 
were. 


She owns many beautiful evening 
gowns, but calls them “pajamas” 
and sleeps in them. She thinks 
America is funny. 

When the costume department 
head gets an assignment to dress 
Garbo for a part le ties her to a 
post and puts the pretty thing. on 
her. He claims that’s the only way 
he can dress her up. But a lot of 
guys are sneering behind his back, 

Garbo just doesn’t care. 


AT 42 GIVEN 50 YEARS 


Red Hope Only One of 3 Kidnapers 
Caught at Columbus Circle 


George (Red) Hope, 42, ex-con- 
vict and Broadway racketeer, was 
sentenced to 50 years. in Sing Sing 
by Judge Mulqueen of General Ses- 
sions following his conviction of a 
charge of kidnapping. 


Hope was: arrested March 22 at 
Columbus Circle after an automo- 
bile containing the defendant and 
Lawrence McCarthy and Vincent 
Klemmer, the latter two of of 453 
West 53d street, had crashed into 
the police booth at the circle. Mc- 
Carthy and Klemmer called the po- 
lice to arrest Hope and two of. the 
latter’s companions on the charge 
of kidnapping. Hope was caught 
after a chase, but the other got 
away. 

According to Klemmer, owner of 
the machine, he, with McCarthy, his 
brother-in-law, had just left their 
home and were getting into the ma- 
chine when Hope and his compan- 
ions came up and pointed guns at 
them. The strangers got into the 
machine and ordered Klemmer to 
drive east toward the 59th street 
bridge. When the car reached the 
circle, Klemmer took a chance and 
ran the machine into the police 
booth, knocking the structure over. 
Several policemen were near and 
hearing the cries of Klemmer and 
McCarthy attempted to catch the 
other three. 


In the probation report on Hone 
submitted to the court, it was said 
the police believed Klemmer was in 
the bootlegging racket and that 
Hope kidnapped him either for the 
purpose of securing ransom or to 
“put him on the spot” when they 
reached Long Island. McCarthy, 
according to the report. was also 
due to be “bumped off” or ransomed. 


Paris Chatter 


(Continued from page 58) 
of Alona Tennant, says he is acting 
on instructions from United Artists. 

Ben Rubin in Paris tasting the 
opposition food; also drink. 

Lew Brush, chain newspaper 
owner around Cleveland, rushing 
back home with his wife on account 
of her losing an aged aunt. Lew 
made the best of his European time 
up to the last minute, making prac- 
tically a bee-line from Zelli’s Royal 
Box to the boat train. 

Jenny Dolly opening a new mo- 
diste shop in Paris, investing some 
of her baccara winnings. 

American youth is below par on 
kissing, doing it too discretely, ac- 
cording to a controversy started in 
the local press. The Yanks do it in 
a way which is naive, coarse or 


| cold; 


evidently differing from the 
Latin temperament. 


Sunday School Teacher 
Arrested with Others -.. 
in ‘Queer’ 6th Ave. Jot 


Pasquale Santamaria, detective 
attached to the staff of Inspector 
Patrick McCormick, boss of the 
bluecoats in the “main stem,” sat 
in a beer joint on the second floor 
of 1129 6th avenue. 


For two days Santamaria observed 
alleged pansies cavorting, dancing 
and going through many gryations, . 
He also saw beer and liquor served, © 
he testified. Santamaria, who is 
assigned to clean Broadway of 
queer people, stated he obtained 
sufficient evidence. 


After the second night he in« 
formed the inspector of his evidence, 
Twelve other detectives joined 
Santamaria. The latter took his 
accustomed place at his table in 
Jack’s, It is on the second floor of 
the site used by the famous “Jack’s,” 
but having no connection. ' 


In the place at the time were 
four women and 30 men. Santa- 
maria signaled his brother officers 
who waited in the street and then 
the fun began. The raiders poured 
into the place and seized the men 
and women. Alleged liquor was 
also seized. 

The prisoners and liquor were 
taken in patrol wagons to West 47th 
street station. Louis Blum, 29, 1736 
53rd street, Brooklyn, was charged 
with maintaining a nuisance and 
violation of the Volstead law. He 
denied he was the proprietor. 


All Night in Cells 


The raid was made almost at 
midnight. The prisoners remained 
in jail all night. They were ar-« 
raigned the following morning in 
West Side Court before Magistrate 
Abraham Rosenbluth, 

Blum was held for a hearing this 
week. He obtained bail. His co< 
defendants (male) were all dis« 
charged on the charge of disorderly 
conduct. Also two of the women, 
The other two women will be are 
raigned in Women’s Court this 
week, 

John Keehons, 


36, teacher in..@ 
Sunday school of New Caanan, 
Conn., was taken in the raid. He 
was freed. Also Burton McEvilly, 
26, 38 Bedford street (Village), was 
freed. Mabel Lang, 36, 364 West 
48th street, who told reporters she 
played in “Boom Boom” and “Lovely 
Lady” was discharged. Betty 
Myers, 31, who said she owned the 
Peerless Gown Shop, 116 West 45th 
street, was freed. 


Herb Fields registers a squawk 
on “Variety's” story that he was 


thrown from a horse the first time 
he’d ever been astride. 
| second time out. 


It was hig 
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VARIETY 


TIMES SQUARE 


Wednesday, July 2, 1936 


NO SUNBURN GIRLIES; 
OUT OF FASHION 


Girls will probably be just as 
healthy this summer, although sun- 
burns have gone completely out of 
fashion. 

The sun fad has departed so com- 
pletely there is hardly any sale of 
sun lotions to give an artificial tan 
and it is difficult to even buy these 
lotions if desired as the drug stores 
have not stocked up with them. 

Artificial burns are bothersome 
and messy to an extreme. Fashion 
designers originally put the skids 
on this summer’s tan when they 
decided that long dresses and fussy 
styles should be worn last fall. Cos- 
metic manufacturers saw how the 
wind was blowing and took steps 
to cut down and in some cases 
eliminate the manufacture of sun 
preparations. 

Designers were so determined 
that women should not get tanned 
this year it is impossible to buy a 
sunback dress or bathing suit, in 
any of the shops. One must have 
them made to order. One or two 
bathing suit manufacturers put 
backless bathing suits on the mar- 
ket early in the season, but they 
have not sold. 

Tanning is not likely to come in 
at all because in their utter vagary 
women have gone to the other ex- 
treme and are hoping to keep lily 
white. 


The Downings Held for 
Looting Furnished Home 


Knoxville, Tenn., July 1. 

Jim Downing, fight promoter, and 
his bride of last March made a sen- 
sational return to this city when 
brought here to face charges of tak- 
ing wedding gifts and other articles 
from a home they had occupied. 
The Downings, after waiving 
hearing in their case, were held in 
jail, unable to make bond. 

Downing lived here in the spring 
while promoting the adventures of 
“Father” Lumpkin, erstwhile south- 
ern K.O. sensation and former 
Georgia Tech grid star. G. Pierce 
Gaut, Jr., owner of sub-let home 
Downing occupied, alleges having 
recovered goods missing from his 
home at the home of Mrs. Down- 
ing’s mother in Norfolk, Va., the 
mother having understood the 
articles were wedding gifts. Officers 
claim having found more of the 
missing goods in Downing’s lug- 
gage. 


¥, 


Next to the stage door of the 
Palace Theatre. the new home of 


MRS. GERSON’S GRILL 


After 11 Years on Broadway 


Burglar Barter Fought 


James Deerag, 19, of 1245 Tre- 
mont street, Boston, who recently 
entered the apartment of Theodore 
Barter, formerly manager of Cha- 
nin’s theatre, at 105 West 55th 
street, for the purpose of burglary, 
pleaded guilty to an indictment 
charging burglary in the second 
degree, as he was about to go on 
trial before a jury and Judge Col- 
lins in General Sessions. The de- 
fendant was remanded to. the 
Tombs for sentence on Friday. He 
faces 15 years in prison. 


The young thief had been in- 
dicted for burglary in the first de- 
gree and with possessing a revel- 
ver. The jury had been selected 
and Mr. Barter was about to tes- 
tify when the boy’s counsel, Leroy 
Campbell, of the Voluntary De- 
fenders’ League, decided to plead 
guilty to the lesser charge. Be- 
cause of the assault made upon him 
at the time of the burglary, Barter 
was inclined to protest to the ac- 
ceptance of the plea, but when it 
was pointed out to him that the 
youth would receive a long term 
in prison he relented. 


Barter was asleep in his apart- 
ment shortly after arriving home 
from a dinner of theatre treasurers 
at Long Branch. His roommate, 
Sid Mercer, the sports writer, was 
away covering Max Schmeling’s 
training camp. Deerag entered the 
room by way of a window on the 
rear fire escape. Barter did not 
hear him until the thief was leav- 
ing the room, after taking $77 from 
Barter’s pocket. 

Barter, awakened, attempted to 
get out of bed. The thief pointed 
a gun at the theatrical man and 
threatened to shoot him if he made 
a noise. Barter leaped from the 
bed and at the burglar. They grap- 
pled until Deerag struck him over 
the head with the gun. 

The noise attracted Shirley Kel- 
logg, the actress, who occupies an 
adjoining apartment. Her screams 
summoned Policeman Ippolito as 
the youth was running from the 
rear yard. 


Non-Parking Try 


For one week commencing July 1, 
it was announced by the police 
dep’t, traffic non-parking regula- 
tions between 7.45 and 9.30 in the 
theatre section will be waived as an 
experiment, 

After theatre parking, starting at 
10.30 and continuing until 11.30, re- 
mains in force, 


Jack Warner has a hunch to do 
@ picture with a pair of Siamese 
Twins so that the studio can make 
the English and German versions 
simultaneously. 


NEW YO 


RK THEATRES 


7TH MONTH 


GRACE GEORGE 


in the St. John Ervine comedy 


“FIRST MRS. FRASER” 


with A. E. Matthews 


and Lawrence Grossmith 
48th St., E. of B’ 
PLAYHOUSE Site "won. 


EXTRA MATINEE FRIDAY (July 4) 


10th MONTH 
BROCK PEMBERTON Presents 


Strictly Dishonorable 


Comedy Hit by Preston Sturges 
Staged by Antoinette Perry & Mr. Pemberton 
This Attraction Never at Cut Rates 
AVON THEATRE, West 45th Street. 

Eves.8:50. Mats.Thurs.& Sat,2:30 
(Theatre Cooled by Iced Air) 


The Theatre Guild Presents 
THE NEW 


» Garrick Gaieties 
Seats at Box Office, $1-$3.00 


GUILD THEATRE 
52ND ST., W. OF B’WAY 


Evgs. 8:30. Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2:30. 
2nd MARIE DRESSLER 
WEEK POLLY MORAN 


in “CAUGHT SHORT” 


a Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Cosmopolitan 


Production 
Stage Revue—Bunchuk- 
Orchestra 


B’WAY 
51st ST. 


APITOL 


50th St. & 7th Ave. Dir. 


R O X Y of S.L. Rothafel (ROXY) 
CZAR OF BROADWAY 
X 


with 
JOHN WRAY-BETTY COMPSON 
On the Stage—“Big City Blues,” 
Spectacle of Song and Dance, 
featuring Von Grona and his 
dancers, Berry Brothers, Doro- 
thy and Harry Dixon, Lecuona, 
Pianist-composer. Midnite Pictures 


Yune JOY Shows 


PALACE 
KEITH'S 


YANT 
ole) 
Always Cool and Comfortable 
MISS RUTH ETTING 
GUS EDWARDS and ARMIDA 
BILL ROBINSON 
LOU HOLTZ 


Wednesday to Friday, July 2-4 


“RUNAWAY BRIDE” 
A Radio Picture with 
MARY ASTOR and LLOYD HUGHES 


BEN BLUE 
Stepin Fetchit 


Wednesday to Friday, July 2-4 


“RUNAWAY BRIDE” 
A Radio Picture with 
MARY ASTOR and LLOYD HUGHES 


Willie and Eugene 
HOWARD 


Pleads Guilty—Long Term 


McClelland’s Kindness 
To Gob in Distress 
Cost Stage Mgr. $3.45 


“Never again will I give shelter 
to a stranger. I am a showman and 
I know what it is to be broke, out 
of a job and homeless,” said Charles 
McClelland, stage manager for Shu- 
berts, and living at 104 West 7lst 
street. He appeared in West Side 
Court to prosecute Oscar Miller, 21, 
jobless seaman, of 114 West 73rd 
street, who robbed him at the point 
of a pen knife at Central Park West 
and 70th street. 


“Recently I met Miller in the 
street. He asked me for a cigaret 
which I gave him. He told me of 
being broke, hungry and no _ place 
to sleep. I permitted him to sleep 
on the floor of my apartment. 

“The following morning he de- 
mand $2 from me. I chased him. 
A few nights later I was dining in 
a restaurant when he came over to 
me and threatened to do me bodily 
harm unless I gave him $2,” said the 
stage manager. 

McClelland left the restaurant 
followed by the seaman. At Central 
Park West and 70th street, Miller 
stuck a pen knife against the ribs 
of McClelland and threatened him 
unless he got the money, said the 
stage manager. 

Miller went through McClelland’s 
pockets while the latter held his 
hands skyward and took $3.45, said 
McClelland. The latter called Pa- 
trolman Galvin of the West 68th 
street station and Miller was ar- 
rested. Miller denied the charge. 


Hollywood Merchants 
Clicking on Wheels 


Hollywood, July 1. 

To keep the public from over-ex- 
ertion a large number of formerly 
established merchants are bringing 
their stores to customers’ houses 
instead of inducing the customers 
to visit the stores. 

Hollywood merchants are going 
in strong for the door service. Sev- 
eral bootblacks have equipped 
trucks as shoe shining parlors and 
are going from door to door grab- 
bing the boots out of the closet for 
their morning shine. Boys figure a 
person can wear only one pair of 
shoes on the street, but in the house 
they have a chance of shining sev- 
eral pairs, 

Tailors, too, have gone in for the 
door’ service. In Beverly Hills 
there are two tailors driving one- 
ton trucks equipped with pressing 
and sewing machines. The idea 
here is the same as with the shoes. 
When they get into the house they 
can promote several pressing jobs. 
In this respect they’re taking care 
of the entire wardrobe for so much 
per week and doing it on the spot. 
Rental libraries are also trucking 
it, appearing at the house early 
each morning with books, and an- 
other group taking to wheels are 
the grocery clerks. 

It looks like a throwback to the 
old peddler days. 


Chatter in London 


(Continued from page 538) 


bookmakers make up the betting 
prices. 

Jameson Thomas off to Holly- 
wood. 

Jan Kiepura, tenor, making talk- 
ers. 

Brigette Helm here. 
don, policemen, etc. 

Maclean Rogers, one-time direc- 


Likes Lon- 


tor, now editing for British Do- 
minions. 

Elissa Landi crochets antima- 
cassars between talker takes. 

Dina Gralla, German star now 
making talker at Elstree, speaks 
the best Bowery American. 

Thomas Bentley in plus fours 


looks almost like a film producer. 

John Longden’s contract with In- 
“ternational doesn’t look like being 
renewed, 

Adrian Brunel now writing radio 
sketches. 

Maurice Elvey, who does things 
like this, has a slant on 1780 
lingerie for new talker. 

Pat Heale, composer, forming his 
own talker unit. 

E. Taylor, veteran film legman, is 
dead. 

Fenn Sherie, one-time in the space 
racket, is hitting the feature col- 
umns in a big way. 

Divorce figures breaking records. 

All-dame cabaret at the Troc. 

Philip Johnson admits being a 
small-town draper in private life. 
Otherwise writes plays. 

Herbert Mundin got his discharge 


News From 


the Dailies 7 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


: York, Chicago, 
Variety takes no credit 


NEW YORK 


Dinty Moore's, on West 46th 
street, under federal padlock by 
order of Judge Knox in the U. 8S. 
District Court. Padlock is for four 
months and is limited tu the eating 
part of the building. Residence 
above to stay open, 


Cables from Milan notify of death 
of Angelo Scandians, 58, director 
general of Scala theatre, Heart 
trouble given as cause. 


Entire estate of Nahan Franko is 
willed to his widow, Mrs. Anna 
Franko. Estate is valued at more 
than $12,000. He died June 7. 


Alfred Bannister, producer of 
“Stepping Sisters,” one of the Main 
Stem’s flopperinos, played one of 
the local divorce dramas. He testi- 
fied to having caught Jay Guile, de- 
scribed as a Wall street broker, in 
what might be described as a com- 
promising position, when acting for 


the interests of Mrs. Guile, in a 
“friendly” raid on broker's 
apartment. 


Amos ’n’ Andy jokes were pivotal 
points which won a divorce decision 
for Mrs. Virginia Carson Elwood 
from John Elwood, v. p. of the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Co. Pair have 
a child, Virginia, whose custody was 
awarded Mrs. Elwood by Reno 
courts. Mrs. Elwood cited bringing 
of the two radio comics and others 
to Elwood apartment to crack their 
gags as mental cruelty for her on 
the part of her spouse. 

Other specific performer in this 
respect was named as Mack Sennett. 
Blame for him was he sat around 
four hours without speaking. 


Cables for Interlaken, Switzerland, 
cite better health for Ignace Jan 
Paderewski. 


Florida dispatch reports death of 
Helen Sloan, vaude actress of the 
90's, at Palatka. She was born as 
Helen Brandenburg at Ft. Wayne, 
Ind. At height of career married 
Harry A. Ritter, of Richmond, Ind. 
After his death she married Louis 
Kalsfeld. 


Grigsby-Grunow Co., of Chicago, 
has filed a suit for $30,000,000 in 
Kansas City Federal Court, claim- 
ing triple damages from Radio Cor- 
poration of America, General Elec- 
tri, Westinghouse Electric and 
others. Existence of illegal pool on 
radio patents is charged in violation 
of the Sherman anti-trust law. 
Grigsby-Grunow is manufacturer of 
Majestic sets, and claims it has been 
compelled to pay royalties amount- 
ing to $6,000,000 to the pool. For- 
mer U. S. Senator James A. Reed, 
of Missouri, and Attorney Ernest R. 
Reichman, of Chicago, represent the 
plaintiffs. 


LaVergne Lambert, show irl, 
jumped from the second story of 
the Hotel Monticello, 156 West 64th 
street, to avoid the attentions of a 
man whom she refused to name. 
She received bruises, abrasions and 
contusions and an 8-inch gash in 
her leg. Miss Lambert stated that 
they were dining with friends in 
the hotel room and that after the 
others departed the man seized her. 
Police found her wandering around 
“with her dress almost torn off. 


Lenore Ulric will be starred by 
Lew Gensler in a new play by Wil- 
liam DuBois. It will go into rehear- 
sal at the end of July. Gensler will 
produce it in association with the 
Erlanger office. 

Frank Gillmore, president of Ac- 
tors’ Equity, proposed a plan to es- 


tablish a “commuters” night in 
legitimate theatres. Mr. Gillmore 
stated that many commuters would 
attend legitimate shows if the 


hours were more convenient and 
proposed that one night be set apart 
wherein the curtain should rise at 
7 p. m. 

Mrs. Mary H. Benson, New York 
theatrical manager, received a di- 
vorce in Bridgeport, Conn., from 
Stuart Benson of France. She 
charged mental cruelty in her ac- 
tion, which was uncontested. The 
Bensons were married in’ 1921 and 
have no children, 


from bankruptcy and a 
sympathy from the judge. 

Joe Brennan threatens to go 
Hollywood. 

Billie Bennett has a 
auto smashes, 

Town's just full of foreign play- 
ers trying to gate-crash the multi- 
linguals. 

Selfridges’ newspaper window 
bills “Variety” on top. This store’s 
latest stunt is to have a “world 
press news room.” 

Alex Esway has been dickering 
with law suite in Berlin, 


lot of 


crush for 


LONDON 


Daily sale of London “Daily Ey. 
press” has zoomed to 1,630,000, ine 
crease of over 300,000 in a year, now 
the second largest sale in the 
country. 


Chief fold of the week is “T 
House That Jack Built,” Jack Hubs 
bert’s show, weakening lately at the 
popular-priced Winter Garden. 


Leading run figures here now 
stand: “Warm Corner” (Princess), 
200, June 17; “First Mrs. Fraser* 
(Haymarket), 400, June 18; “House 
That Jack Built” will be 353 on 
folding night. 


Following a rave for Soviet films, 
here are now indications the arty 
Stage societies will go dippy on Bole 
shevik plays. 


Best seller of the month is the 
official government report on India, 
known as the Simon Commission 
Report. Contains 12,000,000 words, 
four times as big as the Bible, sells 
for 75c, with 17,000 mark passed 
after it has been out three days. 


Marie Studholme, one of the 
greatest of the last decade of acte 
resses, who died some three months 
back,.left estate of $250,000 to her 
husband, 


The Andre Charlot and Bertie 
Meyer Revue, due at the new thee 
atre in Soho in the fall, was to have 
had Gertrude Lawrence and Sey- 
mour Hicks in its lights. When 
Lawrence dropped out, Hicks also 
withdrew, and the cast now stands 
as Beatrice IAllie, Constance Care 
penter and Henry Kendall. 


Hempstead Garden Suburb, one of 
those terrible places where people 
will live, is running a series of 
Shakespearian plays in the open air, 
xives the district an arty reputa- 
tion. 


“Lilies or Lavender” is the name 
of the 1930 Players’ last production 
of the season. Dorothea More 
wrote it. 


Latest merger between British 
talker units is Film Booking Offices 
and British International Film Dis- 
tributors. This brings the British 
Talking Pictures reproduction ap- 
paratus into line with the British 
Thompson Houston set, in which 
Enders, of F.B.O., has a big interest 


LOS ANGELES 


Multicolor Films, color concern, 
was purchased by Howard Hughes, 
president of Caddo, for an unnamed 
amount. The erection of a $1,000,000 
plant in Hollywood is planned, and 
will be open to other companies. 


Congo Pictures, 
against Will Hays, president, and 
Carl Milliken, secretary of the 
MPPDA, for $3,365,000 damages for 
assertedly causing the cancellation 
of “Ingagi” bookings. Congo claims 


Ltd., filed suit 


the association circulated reports 
doubting the authenticity of the 
film. 

Lois Weber, director, lost her peti« 


tion to obtain a temporary injunc- 
tion against the Title Insurance and 
Trust Co. to prevent the sale of an 
apartment house for non-payment 
of a trust deed. Miss Weber ob- 
tained the apartment in a deal in 
which she claims the building was 
represented to her as being worth 
$625,000, but in reality is worth only 


300,000. She has a suit pending to 
recover the difference from M. GC 
Clinch, realtor. 

Garden theatre, formerly the 
Gayety, Philadelphia, has been 


taken over by Max Thomashefsky, 
for Yiddish stock, in September. 
Samuel Auerbach produces. 

American Laboratory theatre has 
engaged Vassily Kouchita, Franco- 
Georgian director, as guest boss for 
the summer at the Byrdcliffe the- 
atre, Woodstock, N. Y. Theatre's 
summer school will be under direc- 
tion of Maria Ouspenskaya. 

A warrant was issued for the 
arrest of Jesse Weil, producer, on 
a petty theft charge of defrauding 
Patricia Patterson out of $75. She 
claims she paid Weil the amount 
for publicity and a job in pictures 
but got neither. 


CHICAGO 


Firebugs destroyed the O. Henry 
Park pavilion at Willow Springs 
amusement park, with loss of 
$75,000. 


U. J. (Sport) Hermann, owner of 
the Cort theatre, rescued John C- 
Donald, engineer, from drowning '@ 


Belmont harbor, 


Al 
ja: 
| 
i th 
hé 
oO 
| tl 
t 
| I 
te 
| 
j i 
d 
| | | | 
| | | 
| — | | 
| | | 
| 
| | | | 
— 
| | 
| | 


| 


Wednesday, July 2, 1930 


TO THE LADIES 


VARIETY 61 


The Parisian Front 


By Christine 


It’s funny the way the French get 
all hot and bothered about the 
Americanization of their entertain- 
ment. They are really taking this 
jazzing up business seriously over 
here, yet what can they do about 
it? Sometimes in the Metro (sub- 
way) a staunch French patriot gets 
energetic enough to paste little 
printed notices to the effect that 


you shouldn't let American pep 
“get you”; in other words, don't 
look at American movies, don’t give 
the American entertainer such a big 
hand, and stop singing jazz songs. 
Of course it doesn’t say that in so 
many words on the propaganda 
slips, but it amounts to the same 
thing. 

Recently the Club Faubourg gave 
one of its monthly dinners, which 
was a riot. It is, of course, French 
to a degree, and they always speak 
on such French subjects” as Sex, 
Love (they’re not the same thing) 
and various other ideas on the same 
line. But this particular night they 
talked about how terrible it would 
be (would be, mind you) if the 


introduction of American jazz 
drowned out the good old French 
Jullabies, street songs, provincial 


romantic airs, etc. 

Their guest of honor was Damia, 
the famous singer of red hot ditties 
along the “My Man” type. You 
know, the throaty, tragic singer 
who is always being jilted by some 
great big brute; in her songs, that 
is. Damia is really darn good and 
the French are crazy about her; al- 
ways sure to have a good cry of hot 
tears when she does her stuff. 

Well, right after the dinner and 
the wine and the champagne, the 
Frenchmen got to arguing. Such 
gestures, such table thumpings, 
such burst of poetic eloquence as 
they threw around at each other, 
telling how great France was, how 
crude American songs were, how 
silly it would be to even think of 
letting their ditties die out because 
of a lot of vulgar jazz. They had 
a big alarm clock which was to 
warn each speaker when his time 
was nearing to lay off. It went off, 
of course, lots of times, but the 
master of ceremonies was a nervous 
creature and merely shook it into 
silence. Consequently they were 
still at it around 12:30. 

By that time a man—small and 
timid—got up and said that he was 
sorry, but he was afraid that jazz 
was killing off French songs. Look 
at the way the country was flooded 
with American films, and (here 
he pardoned the last speaker po- 
litely) he really never did hear the 
taxi drivers, the early morning 
workers, in fact, any of the har- 
dened frequenters of the corner bar 
sing French songs any more over 


their glass of white wine. They 
whistled “Singin’ in the Rain,” 
“Rose-Marie,” “Broadway Melody,” 
ete. 


American Jazz and Films 


Well, do you think one of those 
other Frenchmen would admit it? 
No, they actually almost threw the 
poor wretch out feet first. Not one 
of them would speak up and give 
in that he liked American jazz, even 
if he also had a soft feeling for his 
own French songs. They all 
seemed to forget that it was proven 
when they tried to run only French 
pictures in their theatres and con- 
sequently most of the small picture 
houses had to close up; that every- 
body’s putting in sound apparatus 
now and using the jazz orchestra 
that goes with a picture from Hol- 
lywood; that no night cabaret can 
last even one night without a good 
full jazz band. 

Everybody Happy Again 

They began to cast dark looks at 
Nadja’s party of Americans whom 
the was entertaining at dinner, un- 
til one of her guests, the long- 
haired Gilbert White, the painter, 
got up and in very good spirit but 
Shaky French said that after all a 
&00d song was a good song, and 
whether it was French or English, 
and you know how to get it across 
—what did it matter? So all the 
Frenchmen clapped and said yes, 
that was right—a song from the 
heart was the thing. r 

So Damia got up then and sang 
& heart-rending number straight 
from the heart—and everybody 
went home thinking that their side 
had won the argument and that 
Jazz, while not so bad, was nothing 
to a good French air. 

Well, the French are certainly 
batriotic anyway, even if they do 
let their sentimental feelings run 


away with the truth about things 
American. 


Duncan’s Back 

Raymond Duncan’s back in town, 
letting the Paris reporters give him 
a lot of free publicity on how he 
made salt in New York, and then 
sent it to Gandhi as a proof that 
both he and Gandhi were kindred 
spirits about this uplifting the world 
idea ° 

Besides that, he has just published 
the first issue of his new magazine, 
called “New-Paris-York.” The first 
number consists of a list of the 
honorary committee, with such 
names as Walter Damrosch, Eve Le 
Gallienne, Otto Kahn, Margaret 
Anglin, and others; then on the next 
page is an article in French and 
English by Raymond on the soul 
and the spirit of friendship and 
ideas like that; and on the last page 
just above the subscription blank 
and price, is what looks like a poem 
translated from the French, mind 
you, by the very American Isadora’s 
brother, in which he goes on about 
his heart, his lungs, and his blood 
filled respectively by (1) the waters 
of the Seine, (2) the air smoke of 
family hearths, and (3) nourished 
by carrots, the delicate flower of 
Parisian sewers. At least, that is 
the way one reads it, there not be- 
ing much visible punctuation. 


Breezy Ethel Barrymore 

Ethel Barrymore no sooner got 
here than she left, remaining around 
with her daughter for only about a 
week. They were buying clothes, 
and having fittings, and one thing 
and another. Then they went to 
London and took a house just out- 
side the city where Miss Barrymore 
and her three children will rest up 
until the last of August. 

She must get back to New York 
then for the casting of her new 
play, “Scarlet Sister Mary.” 


Styles and Polo 

Everybody went down to Deau- 
ville for one of those numerous 
three-day French holidays. They’re 
all back now, though, waiting 
around for the polo game on the 
afternoon of June 27. 

There will be lots of mannequins 
there from the big houses, with 
whole outfits thought up specially 
for this event. Worth made one 
which is a knockout in green and 
brown—at least the hat is green 
and brown, with brown shoes and 
gloves. The dress is a dark green 
chiffon printed with large dull yel- 
low and darkish red spots. Another 
one in black and white along the 
same idea only with a black horse- 
hair hat and black shoes. The de- 
sign cut out of the material is ap- 
pliqued and embroidered on the 
blouse of white chiffon. 

This is the time when the last 
lap of midsummer fashions is shown 
as during the latter part of July and 
the first of August the big winter 
collections come off. 


Empire Show Per Uusal 


The Empire show was not bal- 
anced as usual, owing to the usual 
large number of acrobatic acts. The 
French way of doing it is to 
sprinkle the whole show with acro- 
bats and acrobatic dancers. How- 
ever, Harry Moore, an Englishman 
with a paper act, was quite good. 
Another freak trick was “Mademoi- 
selle Gabiria,” the woman with the 


marvelous brains, as she is billed. 
Her figure’s not so good but she 


certainly has the memory for tear- 
ing off a lot of names which the 
audience calls up to her. 

Low-skaya is a _ singer whose 
voice is not so hot. Her costumes 
aren’t bad and she’s fairly good to 
look at but the old sound box is 
weak and her personality doesn't 
bear up under the strain of putting 
across an intimately sung number. 

Joe Boyd, American, with saxo- 
phone solo of two instruments in 
his mouth at the same time and 
standing on his head. Excellent ac- 
robatic troupe is the enormous 
brother act “Young China.” All 
seven look like brothers, too. Their 
difficult tricks are almost as com- 
plicated to describe as to do. 

The headliners, of course, were 
Americans. Hal Sherman’s funny 
with his feet and his terrible French 
accent. The French like him. There 
seems to be more pep needed, or 
maybe better ideas; anyway some- 
thing is lacking. 

The other American act, Carlos- 
Chita troupe. Carlos is good look- 


Did You Know That— 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Lois Moran sold some articles 
to “College Humor”....Robert 
Chisholm reduced his 
weight surprisingly....Mary 
Lawlor has light red hair these 
days, and very becoming, too 
....Don Gallaher has recovered 
from a nervous breakdown.... 
Jeanette MacDonald has a 
grand new swimming pool.... 
the first “Dominoes” revel oc- 
curred Saturday night (28).... 
Inez Courtney has moved her 
make-up back to First National 
again....J. Harold Murray 
sings “Romance,” and how, and 
made a Brunswick test record 
with it....the Jack Whitings 
celebrated their first annivers- 
ary....Carmel Myers” enter- 
tained the “Our Girls” club 
one night last week; Mary 
Pickford (as president) was 
there, also Billie Dove, Pauline 
Garon, Ann Harding, Ruth Ro- 
land, Virginia Zanuck, Colleen 
Moore, Julian Johnson, Helen 
Twelvetrees, Mary Eaton, Ona 
Munson, Anita Stewart, Inez 
Courtney, Ruby Jolson, Patsy 
Ruth Miller, and Laura La 
Plante....Josephine Wittel is 
in town....Colleen Moore gave 
a party Thursday night at her 
home, many of the film colony 
attending, including Carmelita 
Garrity, Julanne Johnson, the 
Harry Rapfs, the Hunt Strom- 
bergs, John Gilbert, William 
Haines, May Allison, Joan Ben- 
nett, John Considine, Chandler 
Sprague, Theda Bara, Winnie 
Sheehan, Mr and Mrs. George 
Fitzmaurice, Rube and Irma 
Goldberg, the Ned Marins, 
Mike and Rose Levy, Laurence 
Tibbett, the Al Rocketts, the 
James Quirks....Joan Craw- 
ford wore a cunning little blue 
bolero suit and hat to a lunch- 
eon party given at the Em- 
bassy....the Harry Rapf-Sam- 
my Lee golf feud is becoming 
notorious....Rose Cohn re- 
turned from the east Thurs- 
day....at 2:30 a. m. you can 
see them still putting on those 
trick courses....the Rufus Le 
Maires have taken a swell little 
house....hearts is coming back 
as a local card and burn-up 
pastime....Rube Goldberg re- 
mains the champ dancer.... 
Edgar Allan Woolf's imitations 
are already in demand....Eddie 
Buzzell was on a Warner 
broadcast and forgot to men- 
tion Columbia, which got a 
squawk from  Cohn....Bert 
Wheeler has another new car. 


Pheney Fireplace at 


State Ignores Summer 

The State is headlining its cool- 
ing plant, but the artificial coal fire 
in the ladies’ rest room burns mer- 
Or maybe that’s 
part of .-he plan to influence appre- 


rily on regardless. 


ciation. 

State bill is standard, too, but for 
the Count Bernivici Girls. Opening 
effective with slim violinists de- 
a garden steps which 
and as they part 
orchestra back of them. 


scending 
separate, reveal 
the girls’ 
When the platform moves forward 
a small stage is shown above used 
Girls wear evening 


for tableux. 


gowns of different colors and styles, 


giving the impression of a party 
with everybody forced to “do 
something.” An ambitious effort 
was that 1812 Overture which 
opened below par, but closed with 
an extra dividend—the French rev- 
olution moving pictured on _ the | 
scrim. Dancing occasionally, but | 
still an out of the ordinary girls’ 
band. 


Josephine Harmon in green flat 
crepe and good humor, the Three 
Sailors in rags and riotous rough- 
house. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Nolan, 
daughter, June 21 in Chicago. 
Father is m.ec. at the Chicago the- 
atre. 

Mr. and Mrs. Preston Sellers, 
daughter, June 22 in Chicago. 
Parents are organists for Publix. 
Mr. and Mrs. Max Richard, son, 


June 24, in Chicago. Father is 
agent. 
Mr: and Mrs. Norma Frescott, 


ing and a good dancer; Chita is] June 12, in New York City, daugh- 
exquisite from the front and also}ter. Parnts are the stage mind- 
(Continued on Page 73) readers. ] 


RISQUE STUFF PLENTY 
IN NEW “VANITIES” 


A hectic opening inaugurated Ear] 
Carroll's “Vanities” in Atlantic City. 
Novelty scenes and mechanical ef- 
fects provided enough complications 
to give the cast a nervous break- 
down; scenes wouldn't shift prompt- 
ly enough, making it necessary for 
Jack Benny to leap off and on with 
many impromptu gags. Bulky stage 
effects refused to move, providing 
embarrassment for the _ involved 
chorines; a _ perfectly magnificent 
traveling curtain decided to be 
static in mid-stage; and a live cow 
insisted on eating up the props and 
turning a contented face to the 
audience after she had licked the 
the paint off a back drop. 

The Eighth Edition is captioned 
as “Meeting America’s Demand for 
Sophisticated Entertainment.” If 
this refers to risque scenes, the en- 
tertainment lives up to its billing. 

Costumes are lavish and, in many 
instances, extremely beautiful. The 
loveliest ones clothe the opening 
chorus in egg-shell mousseline, 
fluffy muffs, dresses and tiny bon- 
nets dotted with garlands of corn 
flowers. 

Naomi Ray and Betty Veronica 
made last-minute trouper-like sub- 
stitutions for Patsy Kelly, who 
fainted just before curtain time, ex- 
hausted from strenuous rehearsals. 


HOLT AND ARLEN O.K. 
IN “BORDER LEGION” 


“The Border Legion” is a Western 
which makes fine entertainment, 
thanks to Jack Holt, who always 
seems to be such a very nice per- 
son that his rugged hero roles are 
more than believable. MHolt’s per- 
sonality tempers the whole story, 
keeps it from being silly and makes 
it quite real. 

Dick Arlen, too, is good. The 
talkers have brought Arlen to life. 
He was an expressionless and 
rather static creature in silent films 
but when he can talk his person- 
ality awakens and is felt. 


Buddy as Cheer Leader 


Nina Olivette is in a stage show 
at the Paramount and really has 
a lot better stuff to offer than 
Buddy Rogers. 

However when “your boy friend” 
Buddy dashes onto the stage in an 
ice cream suit, the applause is 
heavy. In his enthusiastic way 
Buddy sings, plays and does a few 
steps. He has the eager swagger 
and clenched fist of musical comedy 
heroes of yore. 

Buddy would make a great cheer 
leader, 


MARRIAGES 


Jean Pierre Martin, actor, cur- 
rently at the Michel, Paris, to Ger- 
maine Cadot-Jade, a Chatelet 
(Paris) actress, in Paris. 

Lillian C. Schwartz, non-pro, to 
Victor J. Rosen, Warner theatre ex- 
ecutive, June 26 in Hollywood. 

Jack Votion, casting director at 
Central Casting, to Grace 3eZ- 
deechaek, non-pro, June 24, in Hol- 
lywood. 

Georgia Howard and Eddie Tal- 
bert in Chicago, June 20. Groom 
with Chi Witmark office. 3ride is 
in vaude, 

John G. (“Gyp’’) Stalker to Flor- 
ence Ryberg in San Francisco June 


21. Groom is on Hearst’s “Exam- 
iner” staff in S. F. 
Norma Lee, pictures, to Robert 


Palmer, assistant casting director of 
United Artists, in Hollywood, June 
29. 

Betty Leonard, non pro, to Johnny 
Mitchell, Universal studio press 
agent, June 30, in Hollywood. 

Sally Eilers to Hoot Gibson in 
Hollywood June 28. 30th picture 
actors. 

Esther Howard, stage and screen 
actress, to Dr. Walter Raylor, Hol- 
lywood dentist, in Riverside, Cal. 
Both married before. 

Kenneth T. Collins, manager of 
the Apollo, and Helen Schwartz, 
non-pro., of Fort Wayne, Ind., mar- 
ried last week. 

Louis Abramson to Ann Barr, in 
Chicago, June 29. Groom is secre- 
tary of the Independent Exhibitors’ 
Assn. Bride is stenographer with 
the Universal exchange. 

Harry Walders to Naomi Gold- 
blatt, in Chieago, July 6. Groom is 
film booker with Publix-Great 
States; bride non-pro. 


Newport, R. IL, June 28. 

The widowed Princess Miguel de 
Braganza is at her estate, The 
Moorings. Originally Anita Stewart 
(no relation to the film actress), she 
inherited millions from her father, 
the late William Rhinelander Stewe- 
art, and mother, the late Anne Armes 
Strong, who divorced Mr. Stewart, 
became the widow of another mil- 
lionaire, James Henry Smith, and 
then married Jean St. Cyr. 

St. Cyr, who was Jack Thompson, 
of Waco, Texas, had been a hat 
salesman at Wanamaker’s and a 
chorus boy. He inherited a fortune 
from his first wife, Mrs. Alexander 
Redtield, of Hartford, both ladies 
having been elderly widows. 

The Princess’ brother, William 
Rhinelander Stewart, once paid 
court to the late Olive Thomas (first 
wife of Jack Pickford), and later to 
Constance Talmadge (before any of 
her three marriages!). He has also 
served as escort to Constance Ben- 
nett (who divorced Philip Plant), 
Last winter in New York his house 
guests included Lady Mendl (Elsie 
de Wolfe, actress, who became an 
interior decorator). The Princess 
has become a professional photog- 
rapher. Her daughter, Nadejda de 
Braganza, spent the winter in Eue 
rope, studying for the stage. 


The Allens’ Estate 

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick H. Allen 
are building a fine estate at New- 
port. She was Adele Stevens. Her 
mother, Adele Sampson, inherited 
millions, and after divorcine Fred- 
erick W. Stevens became the Mar- 
quise de Talleyrand-Perigord and 
Duchess de Dino. 

The father, Mr. Stevens, is sur- 
vived by a widow, Alice Seely. Mrs, 
Allen is the sister of the Countess 
Micislas Orlowski and the Countess 
des Monstiers Merinville. The son, 
Julian Allen, married Aleen Kear- 
ney, who had been on the stage and 
divorced Charles Dillingham, the 
manager. 

The Julian Allens settled in Paris 
and were divorced there. 


Edith and Maude Wetmore occupy 
a magnificent Newport estate. Last 
winter they presented: a fine new 
building, the Seamen’s Church Ine- 
stitute, to Newport. They had just 
won their case against the federal 
government for a refund of $1,000,000 
in an inheritance tax. 

Their mother was a Miss Keteltas, 
of an old New York family and a 
relative married James H, Hackett, 
actor, whose son, James K. Hackett, 
inherited a Keteltas fortune. Their 
father, the late George Peabody 
Wetmore, was Governor of Rhode 
Island. Edith is on the board of the 
Newport Casino theatre, 


Sticks to One Hat 

Mr. and Mrs. Bradford Norman, 
Jr., are conspicuous in the smart set 
at Newport. She was Dorothy 
Clark, professional dancer, and 
teamed with Billy Reardon at the 
Club Lido. Reardon later became a 
social favorite in Paris, where he 
danced at the Blue Room. 

Norman, president of the fashion« 
able Clambake Club of Newport, is 
the son of a wealthy Rhode Islander 
who long headed the local water 
works, and for a genera:ion past 
has only worn one type of hat, sime 
ilar to that affected by Buster Keae 
ton for comic effect. 


Anne Swinburne in Colony 
Last spring J. Philip Benkard, 
Wall Street broker, died, and last 
summer his widow joined the New- 
port colony for the first time. She 
has returned this year and has in- 

fluential friends in society. 
Originally Anne Ditchburn, 

(Continued on page 74) 


she 


Slogans for Femme Togs 


Advertisements for feminine ap- 
parel have ceased to be the dry 
and descriptive as of yore. They 


are brightened up, made readable: 
with such information as “Blank’s 
coats that walk right out on smart 
young things.” “You can’t be slip- 
shod, wear Blank’s fitted slips.” 
“Wear red and white prints anl 
avoid the blues.” 
Svery line has 
would seem. 


LEILA HYAMS OKAY 
There is no competition for Leila 
Hyams, the only woman in the 
latest screen prison break, “The Big 


its gagmen it 


House.’ She makes the most of 
her solitary assignment, filming 
beautifully and p‘aying a sympa- 


thetic part with unaffected charm, 
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Great ado in the picture trade 
over announcement of a new $4,000,- 
000 picture producing company to 
be headed by Harry E. Aitken and 
to have as its producer allies D. W. 
Griffith, Mack Sennet and Thomas 
H. Ince. (The was the project that 
grew into the great Keystone fiasco. 
Concern raised a lot of dust in the 
industry and ended in bankruptcy.) 


General Film’s jacking up of 
prices on its Chaplin releases 
brought on a violent protest from 
theatre owners including Loew, Fox 
and the independents. General can- 
cellations were threatened. 


Joe Leblang, whose cut rate busi- 
ness was booming, was experiment- 
ing with the chain store idea. He 
had retail stores all over the city 
offering cut rates and even had 
agents working on subway plat- 
forms. 

Mrs. B. F. Keith, widow of the 
vaudeviile magnate, was married in 
Sparta, O., to Dr.’*George D. Kirk- 
patrick. 


Ned Wayburn offered Douglas 
Fairbanks a job. Wayburn’s pro- 
® duction, “She’s in Again,” had been 
a flop on Broadway in a brief run 
and was withdrawn. Producer of- 
fered Fairbanks the feature role for 
a subsequent road _ tour. Doug 
hadn’t decided yet. 


Finn & Heiman bought Jones, 

Linick & Schaeffer’s American 

theatre, Chicago, which practically 

eliminated that firm from Chicago 

: vaudeville and from the W. V. 

M. A. Concern retained McVickers, 

: but the house was soon to go into 

picture policy and didn’t count in a 
vaudeville way. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 


Characteristic of the improvident 

f stage people of the day, John 

; Brougham, successful New York 

theatre manager, playwright and 

actor, died leaving only his the- 

atrical wardrobe and some personal 

effects and “To my friends I leave 

i kind thoughts.” It was revealed 

4 that since his retirement he had 

been living on an annuity pur- 

chased by a benefit fund that yield- 

ed $28 a week of whick he paid $10 
a week on an old debt. 


Some things weren't so different 
in 1880. Ladies of the ensemble 
struggled for publicity. Kate Sant- 
ley, once of “The Black Crook” 
(equivalent of “a ‘Follies’ girl’), 
died, recalling that she had attained 
fame in an earlier day by the as- 
sociation of her name with that 
of the Duke of Newcastle. When 
he died she publicly wore mourn- 
ing. 


' Bret Harte delivered his first lec- 
ture in London. (Harte had a much 
larger following for his romances 
of the ° 9ers in England than he 
did at home. He spent most of his 
last days in England.) 


Reported the Crown would short- 
ly give a knighthood to Arthur Sul- 
livan (Gilbert and Sullivan). 


The night sessions of the Re- 

Dublican national convention in 

Chicago killed show business, while 

the trotting races in Detroit on the 

Grand Circuit made attendance big. 

The Republicans nominated Gar- 
field, once a canak tow path boy. 


A jury in Marshall, Tex., found 
that James Currie, who had slain 
an actor named Porter in an un- 
provoked quarrel and wounded 
Maurice Barrymore, was insane and 
he was sent to the asylum. Clipper 
holds that the verdict was inspired 
by the contempt with which nar- 
row-minded small towners held 
traveling show people and the editor 
flames with indignation at the 
news. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Except for stray deals on theatres, acquiring individual properties or 
minor ingie strings here and there where considered desirable, Paramount 
Publix is ready to call it quits in the theatre-grabbing contest in this 
country. This on reliable authority, which says that P-P figures it has 
gone far enough. 

Any big buys, if interested, would be in foreign countries, with Aus- 
tralia, Ergland and Europe mentioned as possibilities for the company’s 
expansion abroad. P-P has only a half dozen houses abroad now, with 
the operation from the other side. 

From inside accounts of Paramount Publix’s let-up on theatre buying, 
the company reached the goal it wanted for this country through recent 
deals. Through houses under construction and buys or leases of in- 
dividual indie theatres here and there, the list will reach around 1,600 
by Jan. 1, 1931, it is figured. 

Computed on the basis of an average of 800 seats to a theatre, P-P now 
has an estimated total of 1,248,000 seats, with 25,000 to be added througk 
the new houses. 

This probably excepts in theatre gaining the troublesome west coast seC- 
tion for Publix. 


Mike Simmons headed an ad with a streamer line reading “It's the 
Nuts.” Then Mike heard from the Hays office. 

Hays last week issued an advertising code. The Hays office thought 
perhaps Mike was referring to the new code with “It’s the Nuts,” but 
he wasn’t; it related to a picture. Mike hadn’t read the code up to 
the time of making up the copy. 

Just how many are reading the various Hays’ codes might be inter- 
esting to know. The reformers certainly are, Hays can depend upon 
that, especially his moral code for picture production. 

The Hays office appears to be getting a slant that the picture trade 
is the missionary business. The Hays bunch seems to need a little 
closer contact with the box offices. For although they may not know 
it, it’s still from the box offices that the moneys necessary to support 
the Hays organization come. 

Pictures must be sold after they are made. Both to the trade and 
to the public. Ingenuity in publicity greatly helps both. 

The news weeklies should catch a bunch of censors pre-viewing a 
talker with each censor holding a Hays morality code. 

Or an advertising man trying to find nice words for an ad that will 
please Mr. Hays. 

With the show business 30% off its balance just now, this doesn’t 
seem the time for codes. 


Nine months of activity in the field of advertising pictures has netted 
Paramount-Publix so far about $212,000 in biz. This represents two 
contracts one of which has been perfected while another is still in the 
air but practically certain. 

The first is for $12,000 from the makers of Lysol, disinfectant. Second 
is from I. Miller, shoe people, calling for $200,000 in work. 

Lysol picture is a Fleischer cartoon that’s to be shoved into selected 
spots of Massachusetts, New Jersey, and New York. Miller contract 
calls for a series of about six regular advertising shorts to be shot into 
about 30 or 40 towns of the Publix circuit operation. 

Usual advertising short figures to cost about $10,000 to make. In the 
case of cartoons it’s figured at about $5,000. 


For some reason picture contracts with minors are given special 
precedence in the Los Angeles county courts, being rushed through 
ahead of all other civil actions. They are usually heard and approved 
within two days of filing. 

Reason for red-tape cutting is not clear, as in most cases the minor 


had been working under the contract for from seven weeks to three 


months before it was submitted to the court. Should the court dis- 
prove the contract the minor might have difficulty in collecting for 
work done at the rate contracted for. At least one company inserts 
a clause specifying that the contract is void in every particular if it is 
not approved. In the case of a six months contract under which the 
minor had worked three months, the producer would not be legally liable 
for the salary already earned. 


Only one width for giant film will prevail in the long run, according 
to engineers. Devices for the projection booth geared to accommodate 
all widths are unnecessary because of this very reason, they state. Ac- 
cordingly, while they do not condemn the Warner variable method with 
which they claim long acquaintance, they do not see the reason for 
getting excited about anything for many months to come. 

According to two of the best known sound engineers the Warner sys- 
tem has long been in the possession of an inventor who is described as 
having a “tiny Hollywood workshop.” It did not work so well recently, 
they say, but add that improvements have probably since been made. 


Circuits in Chicago, in the zoning plan meetings, are standing pat 
on their demands to kill double features. Some of these circuits are 
demanding that any house playing double feature shall give 26 weeks 
protection. 

The small owners say the double feature is their only means of keep- 
ing the folks in the neighborhood at home. With the good sound and 
good pictures, the houses offering the picture bargains, have been doing 
excellent business. 

The small exchanges, with no access to the de luxe houses, are also 
fighting hard for the double feature exhibs, since they get their biggest 
play from these boys. 

Hollywood's new Pantages is sloppily presenting its first show of the 
day. At least that goes for the initial performance on an incoming bill 
(Thursdays). As the first matinee performance opens with the screen 
feature, watching the picture at that hour is more of a tribulation than 
anything else. 

Reasons are many. Stage crew leaves lights burning, which show 
through the screen while the film is running, back stage hammering 
classes as sO much static, and if the sound quits behind the screen no- 
body pays much attention to it. Lads in the booth don’t know about it, 
as they’re getting the dialog okay on their own horn, and if anyone buzzes 
them about the matter ther’e no apparent\rush to find the fault or supply 
the remedy. It’s hardly good showmanship, 


In “Variety’s” recent review of the Chinese theatre, Hollywood, upon 
the opening of “Hell's Angels” and Sid Grauman’s prolog, the notice said 
that the house was being rented for $2,000 a week plus a percentage to 
Fox West Coast. Circuit heads say the rental contention is wrong. 

Theatre circuit maintains that the Hughes lease is at the same terms 
as for any attraction playing this house—which is percentage.’ Fox 
West Coast comes in on a 70-36 split over actual expenses, in this in- 
stance placed at $23,000. It is pointed out that the Chinese has never 
been rented to anybody since Fox West Coast took it over. 


Not so long ago a young woman currently appearing as the femme 
lead in her first picture, and who has been acclaimed for the degree 
of “it’’ she spreads across a screen, was among a group of girls an- 
swering a studio call. Requirement was that the girls display their 
limbs as they had to pose as models, etc., in the picture. 

When it came this particular damsel’s turn she merely reached up 
to a shoulder strap, stripped off her entire dress in one gesture and 
calmly said, “Will this do?” 

P. S.—She got the job. 


Inside Stuff—Vaude 


The Palace building elevators have been given that big time touch 
They have new mahogany-like insides, with floor indicators and new 
doors at every landing, all that shutting off the old gratings that per. 
mitted everybody to say hello to each other en route up or down. 


Printing salaries for actors’ own protection was instanced by a formerly 
unknown Spanish act which got a break in Paris, and had its salary 
boosted from $112 to $400 per week for two weeks in London, 

It developed that another London showman made an offer for this act 
to play an earlier engagement. First London manager spread the rumor 
that he was only paying the act $225 a week so as to prevent the opposi- 
tion offering an acceptable salary and thus stop the act from opening in 
London before playing his own house. 


By way of bringing the house managers of tle Fox vaude houses into 
closer relation with their stage bills they will hereafter keep in regular 
weekly touch with Phil Bloom, chief booker in the Fanchon & Marco 
offices, New York. 

Under this new arrangement the managers will have more to say 
about their stage shows than before, especially concerning vaude place- 
ments. Bloom does all the booking but the acts when submitted to each 
house will be subject to conference between the booker and house 
manager. \ 


Just how Van and Schenck got on the Keith big time is within the 
recollection of many vaudevillians. They .had been knocking around 
their home town, Brooklyn, and were finally placed at the Bushwick by 
the late Percy C. Williams. The Bushwick then was a big timer two-a- 
day, and seemed away ahead of the boys, but they got in it on the 
strength of living in that section. 

Van and Schenck remained for four consecutive weeks at the Bush- 
wick, an uncommon record in that day for any act. It made them, for 
they were the most talked-about turn in vaude along Broadway after 
their first week over in the Bushwick section. 

When Joe and Gus Van were on the street cars with Joe the conductor 
and Gus the motorman, Joe used to split with Gus the number of nickels 
he had left over on the trip or day. When one was fired, the other went 
with him. It was either Joe or the late Jack Conway who told of being 
fired seven times on one road for forgetting some of the nickels. Jack 
was a conductor until the road found it had a financier on its hands. 

When Van and Schenck was denied a salary raise by the Keith office 
a few years ago, they were in doubt what to do. They were receiving 
$1,500 and wanted $1,750. The Keith office at that time was an arrogant 
booker with acts. Take it or else was the standing remark up there. 

Joe and Gus went into a huddle with themselves and others. They 
decided to gamble first and go with Keith’s later if losing. They chose 
the picture houses, a terrific thing to do in those days for a standard 
$1,500 salary big-time act. If flopping they would probably be cut to 
$1,000 when forced back to Keith’s. But the boys had plenty of guts, 
took their own and their friends’ advice and gambled. They won, opening 
for their first picture house engagement at $2,500. Inside ef three months 
they received $3,500, or play on percentage. 

Later when Van’and Schenck went into the Silver Slipper cabaret on 
Broadway, they played on a guarantee with a percentage of the net. 
Many weeks their share was between $7,000 and $8,000. Despite the pass- 
ing years the couple held up their salary, and of recent times played pic- 
tures or vaude houses—any place that would pay their salary. 

The Frank and Harry Condos, who are with the Earl Carroll’s “Van- 
ities,” are in reality Frank and Harry King, who have played the vaude 
circuits under the team name of King and King. 

Their name was changed by Earl Carroll, who had the boys under 
a one-year, contract, on the grounds that it would be better if it were 
unknown that they were a former vaude team and appeared as though 
a new legit discovery. 


Lloyd Lehrbas, who was Far East director of the Fox Movietone News! 


until he was discharged last January, is trying to collect $12,000 salary 
from the Fox Hearst Corporation. He sued Fox-Hearst in Supreme Court 
on the ground that when it took over the Fox Case Corporation, which 
made the contract with him on May 1, 1929, for two years, it took over his 
contract signed by Courtland Smith and became liable. He was to get 
$150 a week the first year and $200 a week the second year. 


Roberta Robinson, described last week in Variety as a young society 
girl from Montclair, N. J., is under an optional engagement to Radio 
Pictures for five years. Story stated the young woman was not so easy 
to handle in the Paramount studio where she had started. The R P 
people assert they have not found that to be a fact, and that Paramount 
wanted Miss Robinson in another picture, after she had left it. 


In a “Barber Shop Harmony” scene in the Pathe Audio Review, the 
camera close-ups show row of old fashioned shaving mugs along the 
wall. Each mug bears a name. 

Listed as an inside chuckle for the trade are Sam Katz, Spyros 
Skouras, James Quirk, John C. Flinn, Hiram Brown, Arthur James, Joe 
Plunkett, E. B. Derr, William Le Baron and many others. 


Something new in pictures booked as an anticipatory draw at the 
little Cameo theatre in West 42d street is “Lost Gods.” In it appears 
a tribe of white Moors of Northern Africa. The men wear masks while 
the women appear with their faces uncovered in the film. 


Edgar Neville, young Spanish author, left for Hollywood Thursday to 
write Spanish versions for Metro. Some years ago Neville was a diplo- 
matic attache of the Spanish Embassy at Washington under his fancy 
Castillian name, Conte de Berlanger Duero. 

The musical trailer for the Byrd film, “With Byrd at the South Pole,” 
although generally credited to Emanuel Cohen, was produced by Pare- 
Publix Music Novelties department, under the supervision of Boris 
Morros. 


Newsreel shots of European events cannot always be shown to Euro- 
pean audiences, Recent Mussolini ‘mailed fist” speech as recorded by 
Fox Movietone news was cut by the censor in France because of the 
Duce’s political activities. 

Captain Wesley White, who referees the international polo matches 
this September between America and England, was Jack Oakie’s double 
in the polo sequences of “The Social Lion.” 

White, crack poloist when not refereeing, got $100 a day for doubling. 


Fox cutting admission scales in some of the larger keys is said to 
have burned up the opposition, with which Fox did not confer prior to 
the slashing. Where the Fox cut will help the Fox business, it’s likely 
the Fox scale will be met by the opposition. 


Despite the several reports concerning a realignment of the Publix 
operating forces, it is said that organization’s heads will remain the 
same; Sam Katz as the chief, Sam Dembow in charge of expansion and 
Dave Chatkin on theatre operation. 


The William Powell starring talker “Shadow of the Law,” (Par) is 
a talking version of “City of Silent Men,” produced in 1921 by Famous 
Players with Tom Meighan as the star. 
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Wednesday, July 2, 1930 


REGETFEIMATE 


VARIETY 


“Vanities” Ist im Ticket Plan 
Gives McBride's Big Edge; 


Outlaw Agencies Will “Dig Em” 


New York Theatre League organ- 
ized to control high prices of Broad- 
way ticket prices, started operating 
this week somewhat ahead of the 
get date. First new show to come 
under League regulations is ‘“Vani- 
ties,’ which opened at the New 
‘Amsterdam Tuesday. No buy and 
not more than 75 cents premium 
for ticket. 

The move was the answer to Earl 
Carroll’s attempt to make a buy 
for “Vanities” prior to the time 
when the League’s offices shall have 
been established. The New Amster- 
dam box office was instructed as to 
the allotments to each of the 16 
“accredited” agencies late last week 
and tickets were so distributed to 
the’. brokers. Later, when the 
League's offices are ready, agency 
allotments will be made up simi- 
larly by the box offices, turned over 
to the League for check-up purposes 
and then distributed to the agencies. 

33% at B. O. 

The agencies were given 400 
tickets in all for “Vanities” nightly. 
The first floor of the New Amster- 
dam seats well over 600, so that 
more than 33% was’ kept in 
the box office. Although the rear 
of the house was held at the b. o., 
there were also all the tickets for the 
fourth, eighth, 12th and 16th rows 
(there are 26 rows in this house). 
No balcony tickets were sent the 
brokers, by order of the League, but 


agencies may get upstairs lo- 
cations via the League. The same 
stipulation, however, of not more 


than 75 cents premitim applies to 
balcony tickets. 
McBride’s Bundle 

With McBride’s “getting the bun- 
dle” there was anything but satis- 
faction expressed by other brokers. 
The percentages of allotments which 
may be elastic are: 


McBride’s .......... 
Tyson Co. (Sullivan)....... 
‘In actual tickets the allotment 
eave McBride’s 100. tickets. In 


agency circles it was stated that 
McBride’s did not often make a buy 
for that many. It was claimed that 


McBride’s sales figures included 
balcony tickets, which appears to 
have given him too much of an 


edge over the other brokers. While 
the other agencies also counted in 
balcony tickets, the McBride edge 
was much greater. 


Bascom, the next highest per- 
centage given, received 50 seats 
nightly, with Tyson-United, the 


other two Tyson offices and Broad- 
way getting 32 tickers each. Those 
agencies have always in the past 
sold considerably more tickets for 
musical successes. One agency 
close to the Amsterdam received 11 
tickets, whereas as formerly its deal 
With the house was for 40 tickets 
nightly. 

On the basis of 3,000,000 tickets 
fold by the agencies, one per cent 
means 30,000 tickets yearly, 

Carroll Overruled 

Carroll insisted at Atlantic City 
that he would not permit tickets to 
be distributed by the League and 
that all tickets would be sold at the 
box office to all comers. Since the 
Amsterdam is an Erlanger con- 
troiled house, Carroll appears to 
have no authority as to the ticket 
distribution. The Erlanger office 
has a 25% interest in “Vanities.” 

All unsold tickets turned over to 
the agencies are to be returned to 
the box office. The 16 recognized 
agencies are not permitted to buy 
additional tickets until after 7:30 
P. m. for any night show and are 
not permitted to “dig” additional 
tickets during the day. For failure 
to return unsold tickets by 7:30 the 
agency is to be fined $50. 

Digging 

The smaller agencies say they are 

Not worried, in fact claim they are 
(Continued on page 69) 


Mrs. Frazee Weds 


The widow of H. H. Frazee is re- 
ported having quietly wed Eric 
Zardo, pianist. 

The couple planned to divulge the 
item Friday when they will sail for 
Europe on a honeymoon, 

Frazee died slightly over a year 
ago. Before she married him,-Mrs. 
Frazee was the divorced wife of 
William Boyd. 

The first Mrs. Frazee is residing 
with her son, Harry H., Jr., in New 
York. The latter started producing 
a play on his own earlier in the sea- 
son, but is said to be employed ina 
stockbroker’s office as a customer’s 
man. 


DUFFY OWES $495,472; 
ASSETS $649,000 


San Francisco, July 1. 

Henry Duffy filed a formal state- 
ment of financial condition in the 
Federal Court here as part of the 
involuntary bankruptcy proceedings 
pending against him. The state- 
ment which was put on record June 
26 listed liabilities at $495,472 and 
assets as $649,000. 

Duffy’s debts are segregated as 
$227,366 in unsecured claims; $216,- 


229 in secured claims; $1,090 in 
wages; $5,682 in State taxes and 
$699 in Federal taxes. 


Assets are ,iven as: real estate 
valued at $296,750, and equipment 
and furnishings as $328,214. 

Saturday (28) the receiver in the 
Duffy bankruptcy ordered all of the 
Duffy stage stock coast houses 
closed. 

Duffy’s two local stock houses are 
the Alcazar and President. There 
were no funds available to continue 
operation and creditors were un- 
willing to advance further moneys. 
Duffy himself recommended the 
closing. 

After the bankruptcy case is ad- 
justed, it is expected the Winship 
estate will return the houses to 
Duffy, to again operate. 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Closing of the Henry Duffy houses 
affected the President here. “Crime,” 
the current attraction, was not paid 
off Saturday and salary claims for 
two weeks have been filed with 
Equity. 

Players who rehearsed last week 
with “Square Crooks,” the succes- 
sor-elect, also have filed claims for 
compensation. 

A third salary claim with Equity 
was from “Glory.” This was not a 


| Duffy piece. 


$50 GUARANTEED CAST 
ON PERCENTAGE, WALKS 


“Summer Sirens” folded in re- 
hearsal when Frank Carr, producer, 
was unable to get his cast to waive 
the former promised minimum sal- 
ary guarantee. 

Carr had issued contracts carry- 
ing a $50 weekly salary guarantee 
against percentage of the earnings. 

The show had been in rehearsal 
a week. 


Hat Passing 

Community Players, stock at 
the Lyceum, East Orange, N. J., not 
having made out so well working on 
a subscription basis for two sea- 
sons, have taken to passing the hat 
during performance. 

A collection is taken between the 
second and third acts of the show 
in lieu of selling tickets at the box 
office. 

The scheme is said to have been 
adopted when it was heard that 
actors in Australia have been giving 
performances, with hat passing as 
the sole support. 


“Paradise” Sept. 2 


Arthur Hammerstein expects to 
open his “Bird of Paradise” at his 
own New York house Sept. 2. 

It will break in at Atlantic City. 


Peggy Wood’s Book 


While visiting his wife, 
Peggy Wood, in London re- 
cently, John V. A. Weaver, the 
poet and scenarist, touched up 
the other’s volume of gossip 
about the stage and stage peo- 
ple, mostly written while Miss 
Wood appeared in London in 
“Bitter Sweet.” 

The book, called “Actors— 
and People,” will be published 
here in the fall. 


SHOESTRINGING 
BAD FOR AGENTS 


Casting agents are experiencing 
the toughest summer ever due to 
lack of legit production activities 
which has struck a new low for 
even summer. 

With most of the productions 
now under way financed on shoe- 
strings and operated with common- 
wealth arrangement there’s no in- 
ecentive for the casters to tie-up 
with these outfits, since the casts 
themselves are lucky to get any- 
thing in the way of salary and 
can’t see cutting up the small 
amount with the agents. 


HYMANS SUE CHANINS, 
BUT NOT CLEAR WHY 


Jack and Lionel Hyman, new- 
comers in show business, made a 


gesture of suing the Chanins, but 
on what grounds did not seem ap- 
parent. The brothers put on “Let 
and Sublet” at the Biltmore. They 
served notice of closing a week ago 
last Saturday and the house sim- 
ilarly advised its back stage em- 
ployees. 

The Hymans, however, claim they 
were damaged $50,000 because not 
being permitted to continue. A 
Greek film had been booked into 
the house. 

“Let and Sublet” grossed about 
$3,000 weekly the first several 
weeks. Latter two weeks in the six 
weeks’ date around $2,500, with ac- 
tors on a smal] guarantee “and per- 
centage.” 


Judge Levy Decides for 
Oshrin, Against Shuberts 


N. Y. Supreme Court Justice 
Aaron Levy has denied application 
by Shuberts to punish Harry H. 
Oshrin for contempt of court be- 
cause he didn’t produce books and 
records of Waldorf Theatre Corp. in 
proceedings by Shuberts to collect 
judgment against Waldorf for $8,- 
000, now six years old. Oshrin as 
an officer of Waidorf insisted that 
the records had dropped out of sight 
and that he couldn’t produce them. 
Shuberts wanted him fined the 
amount of the judgment on the 
ground that he could dig them up if 
wanted to. 

“Mere suspicion attends the situ- 
ation presented,” said Judge Levy. 
“It does not appear to furnish suffi- 
cient basis for a finding that the 
respondent (Oshrin) disobeyed the 
order of the court and concealed and 
caused to be put out of the reach of 
the judgment creditors the books 
and records. Under the circum- 
stances the motion to declare him 
guilty of contempt of court must be 
denied.” 


Foy Must Hurry 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Eddie Foy, Jr., will have to clean 
up on “Present Arms” at Radio in 
time to get back to New York in 
August. His contract for the Mil- 
ler-Astaires show reads that re- 
hearsals start Aug, 15. 

Barbara Newberry (Mrs. Foy) is 
reported lined up for a new Aarons 
& Freedley show due on Broad- 
way in the fall. 


Ship “Susanna” East 


Los Angeles, July 1. 

Franklin Productions is shipping 
the costumes and production of “On 
Susanna,” musical produced here 
last svring, to New York. Compary 
plans to produce the piece the? this 
fall. 

“Susanna” bad a run of five weeks 
here and five in Frisco, 


Social Tea and Dance 


Southampton, L. I., July 1. 

The Hampton Players start their 
fourth season on July 2 at the Par- 
ish Memorial Hall. The productions 
are under the direction of Henry 
Codman Potter (son of Alonzo Pot- 
ter, and grandson of the late Henry 
Codman Potter, Bishop of New 
York) and under the management 
of George Haight. 

July 4 Mrs. Henry E, Coe gives 
a tea at her estate to meet the 
players. She has herself appeared 
in costume recitals. 

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Kiser are 
giving a pageant at their estate for 
the benefit of the Boy Scouts of 
Suffolk County. After the pageant 
there will be a dinner-dance and 
cabaret entertainment at Canoe 
Place Inn. Sophie Gay, a New York 
and Southampton society girl, will 
dance with Carl Randall. Julius 
Tannen master of ceremonies. 

The Eddie Davis Orchestra will 
play for dancing. 


LEGIT PRODUCERS TRY 
TO HORN IN ON FILMS 


As an avenue through which they 
might crash into the picture busi- 
ness in some way or other, some 
legit producers and promoters are 
paying special attention to the 
talker field. 

Besides encouraging for stage 
uses material written by persons in 
pictures, this legit gentry is at- 
tempting to get picture companies 
to back plays they are planning to 
produce. 

They figure, it is said, that either 
through production of a play by 
someone in picture or backing by 
flicker concerns they can get the 
proper connections for an “in.” 

One case recently happened to a 
writer with one of the larger pro- 
ducer-distributors. A legit pro- 
ducer who has done several shows 
on Broadway took a play by this 
pictureite with a view to _produc- 
tion, then started to look for capital 
by going to that picture company 
and others, apparently figuring the 
playwright’s own concern ought to 
be interested in putting up. 

When he failed in that direction, 
the producer asked the author of 
the play if he (the author) couldn’t 
work him into the company some- 
how. 

The author with the picture com- 
pany asked to have his play back. 


HOLLYWOOD'S STAGE 
SHORT FOR MUSICALS 


Warners have discovered’ the 
present depth of the Hollywood 
theatre stage, 34 feet, is not suffi- 
cient for musicals. This angle is 
worrying the boys who are figuring 
on opening the back wall and ex- 
tending the depth by a property 
addition. 

Partial use of the Hollywood for 
stage musicals has been contem- 
plated by the film producers from 
the start. 


Film Director Now, but 
Equity Gets His Salary 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Hampton Del Ruth is working 
this week and next for the cast of 
“The Latest Murder,” his produc- 
tion which faded out after a week 
at the Figueroa Playhouse down- 
town last February. 

Attachment by Equity on his 
salary as a director for Larry Dar- 
mour will help pay the balance due 
the cast, which had waived Equity 
bond. Remainder of the $400 is 
charged against E. E. Ellis, Del 
Ruth’s backer in the production. 


‘ 
Hart Wants ‘Courage’ % 
Angcies, Juy i. 

Max Hart says he sold Thomas 
Barry’s play, “Courage,’ to Lou 
Cantor in New York in July, 1928, 
and that Barry has never paid 
commission. 

Hart says Barry’s proceeds have 
been $60,000, and he's suing in Su- 


Los 


perior Court for $6,000 of it. 


New Arrangements Between 
Equity-Agents Finally Clarified 


After weeks of conference be- 
tween Equity attorneys and coun- 


sel for the legit casting agencies, 


the phrases in the changed permit 
forms have been clarified and are 
now ready for signature by the 
agents. The new forms apply only 
to agents in the “personal repre- 
sentative” class and those desig- 
nated as special representatives. 

The permits as originally drawn 
up by Equity will be supplemented 
by the second form, titled ““Memo- 
randum of Modification of Permit to 
Personal Representatives,” the lat- 
ter being agents who guarantee 20 
weeks per season and who are per- 
mitted to charge a fee of 10 per 
cent. weekly for the length of en- 
gagements. 


The new stipulation is that if 
the actor shall have received $250 a 
week or over for three years prior 
to dealing with agent, the latier 
shall guarantee at least 20 weeks 
each season at a salary not less 
than onc-half the said average sal- 
ary for said three previous years. 


Not Consecutive 

Such guarantee, however, need 
not be consccutive. If the agent 
secures the actor from vaudeville, 
motion pictures or radio and se- 
eures for him his first engagement 
in the legitimate, the agent shall 
guarantee 20 weeks per season at 
a salary not less than one-half the 
figure for the first legit date. If 
the actor has never appeared pro- 
fessionally, then the minimum sal- 
ary to be guaranteed shall be $100 
weekly. 

Another new phase allows com- 
missions to be shared by and with 
other permit-holding agents or per- 
sonal representatives, but there 
shall be no sharing of commissions 
with any manager or any person 
other than holders of Equity per- 
mits. 

The new permits are not re- 
vokable by either side prior to June 
1, 1931, unless authorized by a 
board of arbitration by which means 
all disputes are to be settled. Equity, 
upon complaint of an agent, of 
non-payment of commissions, shall 
discipline the member when the 
claim is fixed by arbitration. 

In the original form personal rep- 
resentatives were required to guar- 
antee the actor a salary averaging 
that received for three years prior 
to signing with him. © 

Changes 

Clauses eliminated from the orig- 
inal form are those whereby an ac- 
tor could secure modification of his 
contract existing prior to the issu- 
ance of the permit and that which 
read: “Irrespective of the request 
of the licensee (agent) or any mem- 
ber, any and all contracts between 
the licensee and a member, the un- 
expired term of which is more than 
three years from Nov. 14, 1929, 
shall upon acceptance of the permit 
by the licensee, be automatically 
and ipso facto modified, so as to ex- 
pire Nov. 14, 1932.” The latter stip- 
ulation was one that especially led 
leading agents to refuse to sign the 
original permits. 

The clause covering arbitration of 
claimed breaches of the rules by 
agents has been modified to read: 
“This power of the arbitrators to 
modify or cancel any existing con- 
tract between licensee and member 
or to revoke the license because of 
any breach of this agreement shall 
not extend to contracts entered into 
by the licensee with members prior 
to Nov. 14, 1929.” While Equity has 
the right to scrutinize agreements 
of its members with personal rep- 
resentatives, that does not apply to 
contracts existing before the date 
the original permits went into effect. 

Three Classes 

The special employment represen- 
tatives permit is a new form and 
there are actually three classes of 
casters according to the Equity per- 
mits. The special representative 
form does not require the guarantee 
of 20 weeks but calls for 5% com- 
mission weekly from the actor for 


the run of the play (as against 10% 


from those guaranteed). The spe- 
cial class receive the same man- 
agerial attention from the agent. 
Personal representatives are priv- 
ileged to take out permits as such 
and as special representatives and 
most of them will. All other casters 
are held to the original form rules, 


i. e., 5% for 10 weeks. 
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Vandélm Houses 
Now Pay Best 
For Vaude Acts 


Paris, June 20. 
Picture house circuits are more 
and more important here as vaude 
routes, owing to the disappearance 


of straight vaude nouses all over 
the Cc ntinent. 

Out of its 70 houses, the Pitta- 
luga circuit i1 Italy runs 50 houses 
on vaudfilm plan, but many of the 
smaller houses can only afford lo- 
cal talent, a maximum of $25 per 
week. The Ligger houses in Rome, 
Naples, Genoa and M. :. are okay 
for the best foreign a ‘(s, Milan even 
more so than Rome, owing to the 
Milarese publi. being very hard- 
boiled and difficult to please. Hence 
Signor Oreste Picori, Pittaluga’s 
vaude booker, pays more there than 
in any other town. High priced 
acts get about five weeks on the 
circuit, cheaper foreign acts about 
two months. 

Standard acts such as_ Borrah 
Minevich, Babe Egan and Sam 
Wooding’s orchestras have played 
the F:ttaluga circuit. 


SOAP MAKER’S SOFT 
SIDE FOR THEATRE 


Paris, July 1. 
Mare Connelly’s “The Green 


Pastures” will be seen in Paris at 
the Chatelet during the fall. 

French rights to the piece have 
been purchased by a soap maker 
named Michaelis. He makes the 
theatre his hobby and also is not 
adverse to publicity for himself and 
product. 


Acts at Palladium 


London, July 1. 


May Usher has changed her song 
material for the second show, sub- 
stituting two new numbers, one of 
which was to the liking of the audi- 
ence. Her general material does 
not seem to be worthy of her tal- 
ents. 

Herschel Hendlere in the clcsing 
spot coaxed the crowd into commu- 
nity singing and did nicely. 

This week’s opening was more 
fortunate than that of a week ago, 
when the first half of the bill was 
tAlious, with its one redeeming fea- 
ture in Hazelle and Klatoff, a danc- 
ing foursome with novelty routines 
and vociferously received. The team 
arrived on the “Berengaria” four 
days late, reaching London on the 
eve of the opening. 

The Texas Cowboy band was a 
sad flop. Bandsmen in their cow- 
man’s regalia were conspicuous on 
London streets for a week, 36 of 
them, but their stage performance 
just escaped a razz. Outfit was 
booked through Lionel Powell, con- 
cert agent. It is headed by Capt. 
Tom Hickman, said to be a sheriff 
from some remote Texas county. 


“Swan” in London—Good 


London, July 1. 

Ferenc Molnar’s play, “The Swan,” 
opened last night (30) at the St. 
James, making a good start. 

Piece is smartly acted and pro- 
duced with much artistry. Hen- 
rietta. Watson plays her original 

. role, running awa, with the show. 


Grossmith Out of Strand 
London, July 1. 

After three years George Gros- 
smith has relinquished his lease on 
the Strand. It nov. reverts to Kyrle 
Bellew, widow of Arthur Bourchier. 

Miss Bellew has just become the 
wife of John Beckett, English po- 
litical leader. 


Harry Warner in Paris 
London, July 1. 
Harry Warner, arriving last week, 
went on to Paris Saturday (28). 
In interviews he said Warner 
Bros. will make no silent films next 
season. 


Askenasy’s Boys in Cafe 
Zurich, July 1. 
Askenasy’s Broadway Boys are on 
a@ run here at the Astoria cafe. 


COPPICUS SCOUTING 


Russian Ballet—In_ Berlin 
Accident 


Likes 


Moscow, June 10. 
F. C. Coppicus, of the Metro- 
politan Musical Bureau, New York, 


spent several weeks in Moscow and 
Leningrad studying the Soviet thea- 
tre, with particular attention to the 
ballet, which he regards as the 
only complete organization of its 
kind in the world. 

Coppicus while in Leningrad met 
Mile. Semionova, who is regarded 
as the most talented ballerina since 
Pavlova 

Coppicus undertook the Russian 
trip as scout for a group of in- 
fluential Americans who are con- 
sidering the possibility of bringing 
the Russian ballet to America. 


Berlin, June 20. 
En route i.ome, F. C. Coppicusf 
sustained a slight concussion of the 
brain when his motor skidded into 
a tree near here. He will recover. 


ADAPTING THE SOUND 
SCREEN TO LEGIT 


Berlin, July 1. 


Erwin Piscator, one of Berlin’s 
theatrical pioneers, starts his new 
season the end of August with “Des 
Kaiser’s Kulis” by Plivier. A pio- 
n-er in the possibilities of the stage 
by making use of motion pictures, 
Piscator will now use sound pic- 
tures for this purpose. 

Edmund Meisel, the picture com- 
poser, and he are both working on 
an optical and phonetical score. 


Frank Bromley Killed 


London, July 1. 


Frank Bromley, owner of the 
King’s theatre, Southampton, was 
killed yesterday (30) in an auto 
crash, 

Bromley became famous by walk- 
ing out on an offer made to him by 
Solly Joel to advance unlimited 
capital for the creation of theatre 
circuits. 

At the time Bromley was mak- 
ing $40,000 a year on his own the- 
atre and was indifferent to any new 
projects, howeve: profitable. 


Ushers Do Well 
London, July 1. 
Harry and Frances Usher, doing 
magic and thought transmission, 
did nicely at the Coliseum yester- 
day (30). 
Act has a good deal of novelty 
and is attractively dressed with a 
striking drop background. 


Revue’s Economy 
‘ Paris, July 1. 

The new version of the Palace 
revue is entitled “Olle Signorita.” 
It has Raquel Meller, but Saint 
Granier does not appear. Just an- 
other example of cutting down ex- 
penses. 


Harmonicas Liked 
London, July 1. 

Eddie Mayo and his harmonica- 
playing Gang of Rascals opened at 
the Hoiborn Empire after a Conti- 
nental tour of four months and 
got over nicely. 

Boys are good showmen with 
plenty of talent among them. They 
do not try for the Minnevitch style 
of comedy. 


Jannings on Norway Stage 
Copenhagen,, July 1. 
Leonidoff, impresario for Emil 
Jannings, is looking for a Copen- 
hagen theatre for his principal. 
Idea is to produce Mirbeau’s piece, 
“Business is Business” with Jan- 
nings as the star. 


Eileen Stanley’s Dates 
London, July 1. 

The options held by the Shuberts 
on the services of Eileen Stanley ex- 
pire late in August. 

It is likely she will open at the 
Cafe de Paris Sept. 1, doubling in 
vaudeville. 


Tairoffs Go to S. A. 
The Hague, June 21, 
The tour in Holland of the Tairofft 
troup has been cancelled. Com- 
pany sailed for South America on 


the Steamship “Croix.” 
They will cover the Dutch ter- 
ritory later in the season. 


Shuberts Hold Operetta 
Which Flops in Budapest; 
Magyar Legit Is N.S.G. 


Budapest, June 20. 

Only survivor of the spring legit 

season, although many plays looked 
like successes at first, is Barry Con- 
ners’ “Patsy” at the Belvarosi, 
starring Franci Gaal, who always 
manages to come out on top some- 
how. Max Pallenberg, leading Ger- 
man comedian, a past-master of his 
art, attracted large audiences to the 
Vigszinhaz during a short season, 
but the rest is silence. 
Almost all drama _ stages are 
making last spring efforts with 
musicals. Vigszinhaz has “This 
Thing Called Love,” which does not 
promise striking success. 

Kiraly Szinhaz has been saving 

up “Hotel Lemberg,” the Gilbert 
operetta which Shuberts have 
bought, with the intention of put- 
ting Emmy Kosari, Hungarian 
singer, in it. The play was sched- 
uled for next year in Budapest and 
much was expected from it, since its 
success, both as a straight play and 
as a picture, had been enormous. 
However, the theatre was so much 
in need of a hit to finish this:dis- 
astrous season that the play was 
put on, and it isn’t going to live 
long. Erzsi Pechy, charming of 
voice and presence, is colorless; so 
is Kertesz, cast in the part of Lieut. 
Almasy, and though Ferenc Kiss 
made a good Russian general, the 
whole performance was feeble. 
“A Good Firm” is a comedy, with 
music by two Viennese authors, 
Arnold and Bach, running at the 
Magyar Szinhaz, where, after the 
failure of the fourth management 
of this season, the actors are play- 
ing on a Soviet basis on their own. 
Play is of the Jewish comedy type, 
quite amusing, but not good enough 
to overcome the doom that casts its 
shadow over the theatrical season 
now passing away. 


OLD AND NEW BOOKING 
METHODS DISAGREE 


Paris, June 20. 

Difference between old and new 
methods here in the way of running 
booking agencies caused P. B. Ar- 
naud and Albert Tavel to part after 
a three weeks’ partnership. 

Arnaud is for sticking to the old 
ways prevalent here, and Tavel, 
who is 25, wanted to modernize the 
system. 

Each is now running his own 
agency again. 

e 
Biz and Golf 
Paris, July 1. 

Joseph I. Schnitzer and Ambrose 
S. Dowling, president and general 
foreign head of RKO Pictures, 
commence a month’s intensive sur- 
vey of the European foreign mar- 
ket, starting Friday, when they fly 
to Copenhagen from here. They go 
to Germany from the Norse terri- 
tory. 

In the meantime Harry M. War- 
ner, with Schnitzer and Dowling, 
have been burning up the St. Cloud 


suburban golf courses in between 
business. 


Asked Not to Sail 


London, July 1. 

Barry and FitzGibbon, due to sail 
from New York for London July 3, 
have been requested by cable from 
C. B. Cochran dispatched today (1) 
to postpone their departure. 

Cochran’s reason is that he wants 
the team for featuring in the new 
Benn Levy operetta, opening at the 
Adelphi in October. Effort will be 
made to have the act play vaude- 
ville and cabaret dates in Europe 
until time for rehearsals of the new 
piece. 


IN PARIS 


Lily Damita, Frank Hause, Bruce 
Bairnsfather, Roselle Sullivan, 
Powers Gouraud, Mrs. David Sar- 
noff, Harry M. Warner. 

Warner ‘Travers, Arthur 
Lew Fields, Louis E. Swarts. 

Louis Dreyfus, William Powell, 
Nina Kochiz, Frances’ Strauss, 
Frank Keeney, Alona Tennant, 
Jack White and Pauline Starke, Ed- 
die Small, Joe Leblang, John Ring- 
ling, Clarence Brown, Jules Brula- 
tour, Hope Hampton, J. J. Parker 
of West Coast pictures; Czara 
Romanya, Will Hays, Sid Chaplin. 

Theresa Helburn, Lillian Gish, 


Cain, 


LONG-TERM CONTRACTS 


Tie Up French Legits, Making 
Them Unavailable for Talkers 


Paris, June 20. 

Long-term legit contracts tying 
up actors for years in advance are 
one of the current local casting 
headaches, and desirable people for 
talkers are unavailable. 

For example, Koval, popular com- 
edian, is under a seven years’ con- 
tract with five more years to run. 
Victor Boucher, matinee idol, can 
only do pictures during the after- 
noons, if any. ‘ 

At the present moment there is 
no outstanding French actor avail- 
able as leading man. 


STOCKHOLM REVUE NOT 
HOT—T00 LOCAL 


Stockholm, June 17. 

The new Ernst Rolf Revue, long 
the leading annual revue in Stock- 
holm, is not so hot this year. The 
Swedes have never gone in for 
revues of the _ pretentious | style 
known in America, which they call 
here variety or vaudeville. 

A revue in Stockholm is more of 
a topical revue. 

Rolf always spends much money 
on his revues and his present one 
is equally gorgeous but too local 
with not enough choruses and 
dances and foreign acts, is there- 
fore slow. 

The best thing in the revue is a 
film sketch made in Hollywood. 
Rolf appears on the screen as “his 
better self” and sings about “his 
bad self,” presented by Rolf him- 
self appearing simultaneously in the 
spotlight on the side of the stage. 


Combined Theatre, Circus, 
Vaude House and Park 


Paris, June 21. 

Firmin Gemier, veteran French 
actor, who recently resigned the 
Odeon management on account of 
ill health, will in the fall manage an 
enterprise which will combine in 
the same building a theatre, a cir- 
cus, a vaudeville stage and also on 
the same block an open-air amuse- 
ment park. 

This is in process of erection in 
the Montparnasse district. 

It is the first time in France that 
this combined show idea is ex- 
ploited whereas it already exists in 
Germany. 


A Matter of Finances 
In Paris Billing War 


Paris, June 20. 

Two houses in next door opposi- 
tion are using practically the same 
billing at the present moment. One 
is the Casino de Paris, advertising 
in bold type in French its band as 
“American Billionaires, presented 
by Charlie Ahearn.” This makes 
Charlie much richer than he used 
to be at the beginning of the Casino 
revue, when he was billed as Charlie 
Ahearn and his Millionaire Friends. 

The other house next door is the 
Apollo. New show titled “The Bil- 
lionaire Revue.” Jack Forester 
(American) and Damia, local star, 
head the bill. 


Jake After a Cyrano 


London, June 21. 
Jake Shubert is on his way to 
Londontown to see if Dennis King 
wants to appear in “Cyrano de 
Bergerac,” with music. 
It will be a Shubert production 
for New York. 


KAISER DRAMATIZES “100%,” 
Berlin, June 20, 
The well-known German writer, 
Georg Kaiser, has just finished his 
latest stage play, “100%,” based on 
Upton Sinclair’s famous book. 


“Shadows” Indifferent 
London, June 21, 

“Long Shadows,” first play in 
London by Philip Johnson, Man- 
chester playwright, was produced 
at the Everyman theatre, 

Piece discloses Johnson as a 
promising creator of plays but this 
work is not very satisfactory and 
indifferently acted. The venture 
does not look like a success, 


U. S. Quartet in London Cafe 


Hazelle Klatoff Foursome opens 
at the Cafe de Paris July 6. 


SNAPPY COMEDY OF 
FRENCHY SPECIE 


Paris, June 21, 
‘Pierre Veber’s 149th play, “Log 
Soeurs Mirette” (Mirette Sisters), 
at the Palais Roual, was well re. 
ceived. Jeanne Fuzier-Gir stealg 
the show with her burlesque on the 
respectable French bourgeoisie, 


It is a racy comedy dealing with 
a light lady jilted by her sugar 
daddy because of her gigolo. She 
enters a respectable family ag 
governess, simulating the character 
of the respectable twin sister to her 
former dubious self. This mag- 
querade is for the purpose of main. 
taining respectability, and affordg 
her opportunities for broad carica- 
ture. 


‘Canned’ Music Must Pay 
For Greek State Opera 


Athens, June 21. 
Greek Ministry of Education ig 
assessing talkers and ‘canned” mu- 


sic in the form of talking machines 
and disks in order to raise funds 
for the new Athens State ~Opera 
House. 

An additional tax of one drachma 
(.013 cents) per cinema admission 
becomes effective when and if the 
bill is passed, which seems likely 
considering its official sponsorship 
by the Ministry of Educations. An 
additional tax to the existing as- 
sessments on gramophone discs 
will be 10 drachmas (13 cents) and 
100 drachmas ($1.33) extra on all 
talking machines sold. Radio sub- 
scrribers will be assessed 50 drach- 
mas (62 cents). 

Plenty of squawks here, especial- 
ly on the cinema end because of 
the talkers’ increasing popularity 
as a popular diversion. The exist- 
ing state and municipal taxes are 
also heavy along other directions. 


Two Veteran Paris Femme 
Stars Slipping in Draw 


Paris, June 20. 
Stars of the past generation, or 
even of immediate post-war days, 
are fast losing their drawing power 
here. 


Raquel Meller at the Apollo gets 
small notice there despite the bill- 
ing which co-stars her with Saint- 
Granier. When current show 
Oloses she will try vaude in the 
provinces for three months in Tou- 
louse, Bordeaux, Lyons, etc. 

Mistinguett, Paris idol, is still a 
name, but is worth more on paper 
now than on the stage. She has 
quietly faded away from her cure 
rent Casino de Paris show, taking 
Earl Leslie, her partner, to Switzere« 
land for a vacation. 

Mistinguett’s mame has_ been 
struck off the “Paris-Miss” revue’s 
billing and replaced by a banner 
reading “300th performance,” but 
her picture is still there. Her spot 
has been filled by Carlos and Chita, 
excellent adagio dancers, who stop 
the show regularly, Chita’s persone 
ality getting over. 


Spanish Theatre People 


Boycotting Foreigners 


Madrid, June 20. 

The Association of Spanish 
Actors, in co-operation with the 
allied theatre trades, have combined 
forces in a concerted nationalistic 
campaign, the object of which is to 
prevent foreign artists who come 
to Spain to work without special 
permission of the association. 

It is only an idea in project, 43 
yet not put into practice. 


New Spanish Opera N. S. G. 
Madrid, June 20. 
The Calderon’s new Spanis 
opera, “Maria la Tempranica,” musi@ 
is by the Master Jimenez and am 
ranged by Moreno, is of gypsy lif 
Some parts are full of inspiration, 
but the critics and public have not 
given much praise. 


Johnny Hyman when playing LON- 
DON always stays at the 


Coventry Court Hotel 


Whitcomb Street, Leicester Square 
Phone Gerrard 7615 
Telegrams COVENCOURT, Westrand 
London 
Hot and cold_running water and 

phone in every room. 
J. F. HOWLETT, Manager 
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Sheriffs Tivoli, Melbourne, 
Lead McIntosh Back to Vaude 


Sydney, July 1. 
Tivoli, Melbourne, closes. this 
week after a long career. Bailiffs 


have taken charge in proceedings 
to satisfy claims for rent owed by 
Williamson Vaudeville Co. to Rick- 
ard’s Tivoli Theatres Co. with 
Hugh Mcintosh as one of the prin- 
cipals. 

Williamson Vaudeville, separate 
unit from Williamson-Tait, leased 
the house from Harry Rickard’s 
Tivoli Theatres. After it had failed 
with vaudeville, it was sub-let to 
the Fullers who were playing a 
revue company at the time the bail- 
iffs stepped in. Fullers intend to 
transfer their revue to their own 
theatre, with McIntosh stating he 
may take over the Tivoli later and 
manage it himself. 

McIntosh, once Australia’s big 
vaudeville magnate, may introduce 
that style of entertainment again 
in Melbourne and Sydney, possibly 
taking over the St. James, Sydney, 
now controlled by Union Theatres 
and playing talkers. 

McIntosh }.<s been in Sydney for 
several months studying conditions. 
‘He is anxious to re-enter show 
business and has in mind a big scale 
operation. 


ACTSRAZZED 
EMPIRE, PARIS 


Paris, Jduly..1. 

Summer bills at the Empire have 
been so badly chosen that audiences 
are becoming impatient. 

On last week’s program two acts 
were razzed by an audience that 
plainly expressed rancor. 

Bose de Lavarelle, the baritone, 
was hooted off the stage. Later in 
the same performance a particularly 
inane sketch with Mlle. Roseraie, 
member of the Comedie Francaise 
troup, was greeted with derisive 
whistles and other signs of disap- 
proval. 

By that time the audience was so 
worked up that the momentum of 
the demonstration carried over into 
the next program number, jeopard- 
izing the turn’s fate. 


GOOD FOREIGN FILMS 
SCARCE IN B. A, A. 


Buenos Aires, July 1. 

There is a distinct dearth of de- 
sirable foreign talker product here, 
while several Yiddish legit produc- 
tions are doing well. 

Maurice Schwartz in “Jew Suss” 
was well received by the reviewers. 

Sam Goldenberg, another Yiddish 
ftar, is doing the same piece in 
another version. 

Two French companies are cur- 
rent, Andre Brule’s troupe from the 
Odeon, Paris, and the Victor 
Francen company in a piece called 
“Maipo.” 


Kleiber Coming Over 


Berlin, July 1. 

The New York and the Philadel- 
phia Philharmonic Societies have 
made arrangements for series of 
concerts to be conducted by Erich 
Kleiber, well known German con- 
ductor. 

Engagements were made on the 
personal recommendation of Tos- 
canini. 


Lehar’s Latest Will Have 
Richard Tauber in Lead 


Berlin, July 1. 
Franz Lehar’s latest operetta, 
“Schoen Ist Die Liebe” (“Love Is 
Wonderful”) will have its premiere 
Nov. 15 in the Berlin Metropol the- 


atre with Richard Tauber in the 
lead, 


Dwight Fiske Scores 
London, July 1. 
Dwight Fiske scored nicely last 
Might, opening at the Cafe Anglais 
He had just completed a fortnight 


at the Bat Club. 


MUSICIANS LOSE 


South Africa’s Gov’t Rejects Plaint 
of Union Against Foreigners 


Capetown, July 1. 

The musicians’ union has gone to 
the government with a comp/aint 
about unemployment due to the 
sound pictures, and a demand for 
legislation barring foreign bands 
and orchestras from this territory. 

The bandsmen declare that many 
restaurants and tea rooms, particu- 
larly in Johannesburg, have em- 
ployed foreign musicians, ignoring 
native musicians who are well quali- 
fied for the work. 

The government has made reply 
it is owerless to prohibit entrance 
of immigrants who in all respects 
comply with the laws, and has 
stated that the legislation demanded 
is out of the question. 


HE WHO GOT SLAPPED 
GOES BACK FOR MORE 


London, July 1. 

That Hannen Swaffer person, he 
who got slapped in the Hotel Savoy 
Grill, is going back there, perhaps 
for another slap. 

Cronies of Swaffer bulled him 
into returning. They told the kid 
the place has never looked the same 
since he quit. 

Swaff hasn’t finally decided it 
will be a steady daily item with 
him as of yore. He has promised 
to go back once at least, keeping 
away from the Carlton on that day. 
Swaff switched to the Carlton after 
Lillian Foster, American actress, 
gave him the business at the Savoy. 

One of the pleas made to that 
Swaffer person was the Americans 
coming over wanted to especially 

(Continued on page 68) 


Stowaway Sent Back 
Without Her Husband 


Galveston, July 1. 

Fatma Hayzina Petrowitz de 
Fleron, 18-year-old Antwerp dancer, 
is on her way back to Belgium,on 
the freight steamer Waban, her 
ambitions to enter this country as 
a stowaway and seek fame at Hol- 
lywood having been foiled by immi- 
gration authorities. Her husband, 
V. A. de Fleron, to whom she was 
married while here, was not allowed 
to accompany her. De Fleron is 
an American citizen and was stew- 
ard of the ship on which Fatma was 
a stowaway. 

Immigration officials said Fatma 
might not be allowed to land in 
Belgium as she had no papers. She 
elaimed Sitka, Alaska, as the place 
of her birth, but was unable ,to 
prove it. 


Vic-Pal Once Nightly 


London, July 1. 

“Folie Pure” revue closes July 5 
after 10 weeks at the Victoria- 
Palace. 

The show lays off for a month 
and then tours the provinces with 
most of the original cast out, in- 
cluding Charles Austin and Glenn 
Ellen. 

Victoria-Palace will play touring 
musicals on a once-nightly basts. 


COCHRAN’S LEVY’S PLAY 
London, July 1. 
Benn W. Levy’s “Evergreen” 
under Charles B. Cochran’s auspices 
comes into the Adelphi in the early 
fall when reconstruction on the 
house is completed. 


Long Run in Zurich 
Zurich, July 1. 

Edward Stirling’s English Play- 
ers have just set up a new run 
record at the Schauspielhaus, by 
keeping the comedy, “Two Hearts 
at Three Quarters” on for 12 weeks. 

Engagement just terminated. 


Melchior’s Reception 
Copenhagen, July 1. 

The single concert of the Wag- 
nerian singer, Lauritz Melchior, at 
the Tivoli here drew an overflow 
audience. 

Crowd received the singer with 
extraordinary enthusiasm, 


Edith Taliaferro to 
Promising Start at 
Sydney, with ‘Garden’ 


Sydney, July 1. 

“The Garden of Eden,” legimate 
attraction starring Edith Taliaferro, 
opened with great promise at the 
Criterion, Sydney, and looks as 
though it would develop into a box 
office hit. 

It has a clear field. “Katinka” in 
revival is the only other legit cur- 
rent, playing at present for Wil- 
liam -Tait. 


13 CLOSING HOUSES 
PROTEST BERLIN TAX 


Berlin, July 1. 

Forced closing of nine legit thea- 
tres in the past fortnight and four 
more commencing July 1, owing to 
pressing taxes, economic crisis and 
uncommon heat, has forced the 
Union of Berlin Theatre Managers 
to strenuously request the Berlin 
Municipal Council to reduce the 
stringent taxation and arrange other 
means of respite. 

The nine houses already closed 
are the Theatre am Schiffbauer- 
damm, Kammerspiele, Lustspiel- 
haus, Kleines Theatre, Trianon 
Zentral, Residenz, Wallner and Wal- 
halla. 

The quartet slated to shut down 
this week are the Theatre in 
der Stressemennstrasse, Komoedien- 
haus, Theatre in der Behrenstrasse, 
and Tribuene. 


HEAT ‘BEATS THE DUTCH’ 
INTO POSSIBLE BKPTCY. 


Amsterdam, July 1. 

Dog days have hit the Nether- 
lands a terrific wallop. Heat wave 
in this city continues unabated, 
hurting all show biz, and_ the 
provincial towns are on the brink of 
bankruptcy because of the heat. 

Harry Flemming’s colored band 
and Florence Miller company won 
unusual press acclaim but public 
reaction only mild. 

Heat on important negative factor 
as with the rest. 


Mascagni on Talkers 


Rome, July 1. 

Mascagni, composer of “Cavalleria 
Rusticana,” is adapting the opera 
for a talking picture, according to 
dispatches sent from here to all 
Europe by the news agencies. 

Story says the composer is scoring 
three other talkers for release by 
Pittaluga. 


Paris Slicing 


Paris, July 1. 
Summer is here in earnest, busi- 
ness at the box office is terrible and 
all the attractions are still further 
cutting overhead. 


3D ACTORS’ CONGRESS 


80 Delegates Talking About Their 
Professional Troubles 
Vienna, July 1. 

The third internat’onal Actors’ 
Congress assembled and adjourned 
in this city last week without ac- 
complishing much except air the 
players’ grievances. 

Gathering comprised some _ 80 
delegates and their wives. After 
greetings from a representative of 
the Austrian government, President 
Richard Wallauer opened the pro- 
ceedings with a speech in which he 
stressed the fact that the world 
theatre is facing a “crisis due to 
mechanical entertainment, referring 
to talking pictures.” 

The same theme was developed on 
the second day by general secretary 
Eysler of the Austrian Stage Asso- 
ciation, whe advocated the abolition 
of privately operated theatrical 
agencies. 


COMPOSER—ACTOR DEAD 


Berlin, July 1. 
Two well-known German person- 
alities died within the past week. 
Robert Winterberger was a well- 
| known composer, and Max Mazsi- 
| milian a standard cinema actor. 


FRENCH TEMPERAMENT 


Plus Professional lre—Dandy Walks 
and Squawks 
Paris, July 1. 

Unprofessional conduct was 
charged against Dandy at the Ca- 
sino de Paris for walking off the 
stage when something went wrong 
with his number. 


Dandy is supposed to be breaking 
plates, which were actually broken 
from behind the stage by Stage 
Manager Baye. The latter dele- 
gated the job to a stage band, who 
forgot his cue, so that when Dandy 
pretended to break the plate, it re- 
mained intact in view of the audi- 
ence. Instead of ad libbing, Dandy 
walked off. 

Girls for the next number were 
still in their dressing rooms and the 
stage was empty for a full three 
minutes, causing an annoying wait. 


NEW VARIETY CIRCUIT 
HINTED AT IN LONDON 


London, July 1. 

Retirement of Jack Buchanan 
from the new Leicester Square the- 
atre project and its acquisition by 
Sir Walter Gibbons and Walter 
Bentley gives the first hint of a 
major film and vartety circuit in 
the making by these two princi- 
pals. 


Their objective is said to be a 
chain of 50 first-class houses play- 
ing the biggest film imports and 
offering acts from 15 to 20 weeks 
with a maximum salary of $1,500. 
+A hook-up is reported with United 
Artists, which would make that 
eoncern independent of British cir- 
cuits for release. 

Jack Buchanan’s interest in the 

(Continued on page 77) 


Adams Sisters Hit 
In Far Away Africa 


Capetown, July 1. 
Adams Sisters from America are 
scoring a big hit through this coun- 
try with their clever show. 


No Adams _ Sisters are known 
over here, other than a vague rec- 
ord of a similar name heading a 
rep show in the west at one time. 
The only other Adams Sisters were 
a trio of girls, amateurs, who ap- 
peared professionally in Washing- 
ton for a week about a year ago. 


Alfredo’s U. S. Trip 


London, July 1. 
Alfredo, American band leader, 
now in vaudeville here, is en route 
to New York on the Aquitania, 
sailing June 28, on a lightning trip 
for the purpose of securing some 
extra people for his act. Alfredo 
was for many years at Prince’s 

restaurant. 
He returns 

early July. 


MUSICIAN K. 0.’D 
Paris, July 1. 
A steel plate falling in the orches- 
tra pit from the proscenium arch at 
the Casino de Paris during the 
“Paris-Miss” (Mistinguett) show 
knocked a musician unconscious 
with a bad frontal cut. 
Show was not interrupted. 


on the Bremen in 


“Topaze” in London 
London, July 1. 

J. J. Shubert soon after his ar- 
rival in London has gone on into 
Scotland for a tour. His son is 
with him. 

The Shuberts will probably pro- 
duce “Topaze” here next fall with 
Charles Naughton starred. Naugh- 
ton is now with “On the Spot” and 
the “Topaze” production is being 
deferred until he is free. 


Beatrice Lillie’s Return 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Beatrice Lillie, out here, will sail 
from New York July 15 on the “Ma- 
jestic.” She is due in London to 
reappear in a new stage Bertie 
Meyere musical, 

Miss Lillie on the Fox lot is mak- 
ing “Are You There?” 


Anglo-American Plays Counted On 
To Revive Floppo Balkan Legits 


Belgrade, July 1. 

The terrible legit business exist- 
ing in the Balkans of recent sea- 
sons, with the public tired of the 
cheap French and German plays, 
has resulted in the Yougoslavian 
government officially appointing a 
commission to determine the causes 
of the negative legit trade. 

With it an avalanche of American 
and British plays, translated into 
Yougoslavian, Serbian and Crotian 
tongues is scheduled for next sea- 
son, 


All legit theatres went dark this 
week until Sept. 1. Josip Kulung- 
jitch, general secretary of the Bel- 
grade theatres, from whence ema- i 
nates the Balkan territorial legit f 
field, discloses that his association 
has already arranged for the local 
presentation of many American 
plays. 

In the Anglo-American play, a 
revival of interest and attendant 
prosperity in the Balkan legit field 
is expected. 

All legits have been operating at 
a great loss, which was the direct 
reason for the official governmental 
commission to investigate the legit 
biz. 


WHY TED LEWIS 
LONDON 


London, July 1. 

A representative of the Ministry 
of Labor called on the Kitcat man- 
agement to say that numerous com- 
plaints had been received at that 
office, the correspondents demanding 
to know why Ted Lewis’ American 
band was permitted to play in Lon- 
don while Jack Hylton’s was not 
allowed in the States. 

The official was informed that 
the club imported Lewis for the sole 
purpose’ of bolstering up its re-/ 
ceipts, business having been bad up 
to that time. 

The Kitcat books were produced ’ 
to show that Lewis is doing the best H 
business in years for the club, with t 
last week’s receipts $25,000. } 


“SONS 0’ GUNS” OPENS 
WELL IN LONDON 


London, July 1. 

The Japanese Players, on a world 
tour, opened last week at the Globe, 
proving an interesting attraction. 
This is the troupe that recently 
scored in Paris. 

Company is headed- by Tokujiro 
Tsutsui who is unquestionably a 
great artist. Show will command 
respect and furnish entertainment 
to any class audience anywhere. 

“The Love Race,’ musical with 
Stanley Lupino as author, producer 
and principal, opened at the Gaiety 
proving no better and no worse than 
others in the series by the same 
management the past few years. 

It was cordially received by a 
friendly audience. 

“Cynara,” produced by and with 
Gerald DuMaurier and Gladys 
Cooper at the Playhouse, had a 
mixed reception. It is extremely 
unlikely, either here or in_ the 
States. 

The Shuberts have exercised an 
option on “Cynara” for the States. 

“Sons o’ Guns” was well received 
at the Hippodrome. Special hits 
were scored by Bobby Howes and 
Mireille Perrey in the lead roles, 
and by Rosie Moran with her danc- 
ing specialty. 


Egyptian Co. Touring 

Cairo, July 1. 
Yussef Bey Wahby, prominent 
native actor, has made arrange- 
ments to tour in Brazil with a 
selected group of native players. 
They will offer a repertory of 


standard plays during September 
and October. 


“Silver Wings” Notice 
London, July 1. 
“Silver Wings” at the Dominion 
has posted provisional notice to 
close July 5, but is likely to continue 


further on a week-to-week basis. 


ef A 
65 
| | 
| | 
\ | | 
| | | | ¥ 
| 
| | s 
| | | 
| | | 
| | 
| | 
| 
| | | | 
| | 
i 4 
| | | 
| 
| | | iB 
| | 
| | | 
| | | 5 
| | 
| | 
| | | 
| | f 
| \ 
| 
| | x 
} 
| | | 
| | | | oF 
—- | 4 
4 ; 


66 VARIETY 


EEGUTEMATE 


Wednesday, July 2, 1930 


Mors. Producing Assn. Back 
To Original Membership of 13 


The Managers’ Producing Asso- 
ciation, a group of managers al- 
lied with the Shuberts who with- 
drew from the original P. M. A. 
during the threatened strike of 1924 
and signed the minimum basic 
agreement with Equity, is down 
to its original size. The whole or- 
ganization numbers 13 members. 
reason the M. P. A.” re- 
mains as an association appears 
to be the existence of the basic 
agreement which has four more 
years to run. Principally concerned 
are the Shuberts because of: their 
theatre ownership interests, the 
contract agreeing nct to participate 
in any sympathetic strike during 
the life of the agreement (10 years). 
That .is the principal value to that 
agreement at present. It might also 
be construed to protection 
against radical moves within Equity 
but nothing iike that could occur 
unless there should be a radical 
change in Equity's officers. 


Drop Outs 


Announcement was made that 
eight managers are no longer mem- 
bers of the M. P. A. One is de- 
ceased (H. H. Frazee). Inactivity 
is the given cause for the with- 
drawal of the others. That applies 
to F. Ray Comstock and George 
Broadhurst, but not applicable en- 
tirely to Horace Liveright, Lyle D. 
Andrews, Lew Leslie, Lew Cantor, 
Ruth Selwyn and Charles L. Wag- 
ner. 

At least two named cost the M. 
P. A. money. The association guar- 
antees payment of salaries’ to 
Equity. Recently Leslie’s ‘“Inter- 
national Revue” folded owing the 
players $17,000. He had securities 
amounting to about $10,000 on de- 
posit with the M. P. A. which had 
to make up the difference. There 
was also a financial obligation at- 
tendant to the “Nine-Fifteen Revue” 
sponsored by Mrs. Selwyn. It is 
understood the losses were made 
up by charging each other M: P. A. 
on a pro rata basis. 


In Gcod Standing 


M. P. A. manager-members an- 
nounced to be in good standing are: 
William A. Brady, Crosby Gaige, 
Joseph M. Gaites (a Shubert office 
executive), Arthur Hammerstein 
(president), Al Jones and Morris 
treen, Alexander McKaig, Gilbert 
Miller (recently joined), J. M. 
Nicholas, Arch Selwyn, Edgar Sel- 
wyn, Lee Shubert, L. Lawrence 
Weber and A. H. Woods. At least 
three of the number are inactive. 
The annual dues were dropped from 
$250 to $100 yearly at the annual 
meeting. 

The M. P. A. has taken in mem- 
bers from time to time, but not even 
all of the original group has con- 
tinued membership. Since the New 
York Theatre League indicates a 
more inclusive managerial group 
than at any time ‘or a dozen years, 
it is hoped the body will tackle 
the theatre’s problems. Doubtful, 
since the league is primarily formed 
in an attempt to solve the ticket 
situation. 


‘Dancing Partner’ as Title 


For Belasco’s First 


Atlantic City, July 1. 
“Dancing Partner” will be the 
title of David Belasco’s first play 
for next season which will have its 
premiere here the end of July. 
It is an adaptation by Fred and 


Fanny Hatton from the Hungarian 
of Alexander Engel and Alfred 
Grunwald and will feature Lynn 
Overman, Irene Purcell, Henry 


Stephenson and Charlotte Gran- 
ville. 


Girl Play Director 


Galveston, July 1. 

Alice Garwood of New York has 
been named director of the Gal- 
veston Little theatre, succeeding the 
late Peter Ames Vincent. Miss Gar- 
wood, graduate of the Yale Uni- 
versity School of Fine Arts, will 
be in charge of the 29-30 produc- 
tions. 


Miss Tobin’s First 

Engaged by Universal Thursday, 
Genevieve Tobin left for Hollywood 
Sunday where, before the end of 
the week, sne will enter work on 
the first picture. 

It is based on Harold Erskine's 
“Sincerity.” 


Newport’s Repertory 


Newport, R. I., July 1. 

Fourth season of rep plays at 
Casino starts July 8 for eight weeks, 
with five evening performances a 
week starting each Saturday as well 
as Thursday mats. 

Shows and stars underlined in- 
clude “And So to Bed,” with Eugene 
Devonviteh; “The Road to Rome,” 
with Alice Brady and Mervyn Doug- 
ias; “Bird in Hand,” “Laughing 
Lady,” with Chrystal Herne; “Per- 
fect Alibi,” “Royalties,” “Let Us Be 
Gay,” with Francine Larrimore and 
Henry Hull; “Bulldog Drummond,” 
with A. E. Matthews. 


NO ROAD ‘FRENCHMEN, ’ 
BUT RIGHT INTO CAN 


Warners will convert “Fifty Mil- 

lion Frenchmen” into a talker pic- 

ture immediately after the stage 

production closes in New York. It} 
has been decided not to take the 
show out on the road. 

Although rcported for some time, 
Billy Gaxton is under contract to 
Warners for the picture version, in- 
side reports have it that no such 
contract has been definitely sealed 
and delivered and that there is a 
possibility of Gaxton not working 
in the picture version. 

There is also the possibility of 
Genevieve Tobin, who stepped out 
of the .how Saturday, to go with 
Univeral, doing the same part she 
deserted on the stage in the film 
version. 

Madeline Cameron, wife of Billy 
Gaxton, replaced Miss Tobin in the 
stage production. 


Shuberts Add Another 
French Number in ‘A&M’ 


Shuberts have added the “under- 
sea ballet” from the current Folies 
Bergere revue, Paris, into their new 
“Artists and Models” at the Ma- 
jestic. This makes second 
Folies Bergere number in_ the 
revue, the other being the “narg- 
hileh” number. 

Billing also changed around fea- 
turing Phil Baker, Aileen Stanley 
and Shaw and Lee in sequence, the 
latter joining last week. 


Repo. Canned Music 


Topeka, July 1. 

Topeka’s only legitimate amuse- 
ment place has gone mechanical. 
It is the Tent theatre at the Kansas 
Free Fair grounds where the Wad- 
dell Players are presenting stock 
this summer with 1,200 seats and 
doing good business. 

Waddell started a month ago 
with a five-piece string ensemble, 
furnishing the incidental music. A 
week ago he decided that the mu- 
sicians were not giving him the 
worth of his money and substituted 
combination radio and disc with 
amplifier for between acts enter- 
tainment of his patrons. 


Business with canned and aerial 


music improved instead of falling 
off. 
Brighton Bookings 
With plenty of advance bookings 
the New Brighton theatre, former 
home of Keith vaude, at the east 


end of Coney Island, plans to keep 
open all summer at a $2 top. 
The house is being operated by 


Charlie Bierbauer in association 
with Eddie Rugoff and Herman 
Becker. 


Following “Who Cares?” (Lambs 
actors) will appear “Young Sin- 
ners” which recently ended a run 
at the Morosco, New York, and then 
“Dancing Partner,” “Three Graces” 
with Walter Woolf, the “Little 
Show” (new edition), Al Woods’ 
“Intermission” and the Shuberts 
new “Honeymoon” show. 


Stock in Maine 

Ellsworth, Me., July 1. 
' Surry Players open their season 
today, “The Torch Bearers.” Leo 
Bulgakov, Russian, is guest direc- 
tor at the Playhouse. Mme. Buiga- 
kov, Continental, will play the lead- 
ing role in “Enter Madame,” next 
week, 


‘seale at Atlantic City Sunday. 


Lambs’ New Financing 
With $100,000 Plaster 


The Lambs obtained permission 
from the court to take out a sec- 
ond mortgage of $100,000 on the 
club house last week. It was stated 
the Lambs needed the money to 


pay indebtedness and a further ex- 
planation that many members were 
in arrears in the payment of dues. 
There is a first mortgage of $325,- 
000 on the club house which Is 
valued at more than $600,000. 

A group of Lambs has staged an 
intimate revue, “Who Cares?” 
which opened at the seashore Mon- 
day and is due at Chanin’s 46th 
street next week. It is not an of- 
ficial club show and therefore fem- 
inine players are in the cast. Lambs 
in the show are actors who had 
little stage work during the past 
season. 

The Lambs venture is called the 
Satirists. The male members of the 
cast are appearing co-operative. 
Balance of the cast and the chorus 
are guaranteed salaries by John 
Loeffler, who is managing the at- 
traction. 

The Friars are off at the end of 
the week for Frolic at Atlantic City 
and Asbury Park. Proceeds go to 
the club. 

The Friars, headed by George M. 
Cohan, are charging $10 top Satur- 
day night at Asbury and the same 
Ex- 
cellent box office sales were reported. 
The frolic can gross about $12,000 
in the two stands. 


Syracuse Empire Legit 
Stand Next Season? 


Syracuse, N. Y., J:ily 1. 

With the Shuberts hauling down 
their colors over the Wieting Aug. 
31 and that historic playhouse 
doomed, there is a strong likelihood 
of Erlanger attractions, and pos- 
sibly Shubert productions as well, 
finding a home next season at the 
Empire. 

“The Herald” asked the Erlanger 
staff for a statement, and Augustus 
Pitou, answering, revealed the pos- 
sibility of the Empire returning to 
the legit ranks; the deal is pending. 

The Empire is in the Gurney 
building, owned by W. Snowden 
Smith, local millionaire. For the 
first 10 years of its existence, it 
was the local outlet for K. & E. at- 
tractions. At present it has a film 
policy. 


‘Morgana’ Minus Sundays 


Hollywood, July 1. 
Production of “Fata Morgana,” 
starring Elsie Ferguson, goes into 
the Hollywood Playhouse July 14 
for an indefinite run. It follows 
four weeks of darkness at the for- 
mer Duffy house on Vine street. 
Arthur Collins is producing and 
directing. He leased the house 
from Ed W. Rowland, representing 
the owners. Tom Douglas is set 
for the male lead, and others are 
Fred MacKaye, Chester Dudley, 
Bram Nossem and Lloyd Ingram. 
Miss Ferguson arrived on the 
coast three weeks ago and will re- 
turn to New York after the pro- 
duction here. No Sunday perform- 
ances during her engagement. 


Hereford Joins Agency 
Hollywood, July 1. 

John Hereford, who came to the 
Coast with William Anthony Mc- 
Guire, is now associated with the 
Kathryn Kelly agency. 

Hereford will handle writers, di- 
rectors, and eastern screen people. 


Miss Leontovitch Resting 
Chicago, July 1. 
Eugenie Leontovitch has dropped 
out of “Candle Light” temporarily, 
according to her husband, Gregory 
Ratoff, to take arest. Lorraine Car- 
penter replaced. Show is due to 
close July 26 and open on the coast. 


When “Strike Up the Band” gues 
on the road, which will be about 
the middie of August, Jack Walsh 
and Mary Wiiliams wiil piay the 
leads. 


Sydney Mason, <r., will play one 
night stands in New York and Penn- 
sylvania for weeks this summer 
with a synchronized mystery play 
called “The Silent Shape.” 


John F. Coots is giving a vaude- 
ville tent show on Long Island dur- 
ing the summer. 


Another League for Show 
People Organized in L. A. 


Los Angeles, July 1. 
A California law .o exempt actors 
from any criminal proceedings 


against the producers of a show in 
which they perform will be demand- 
ed of the next state legislature by 
the newly-formed National Stage 
and Screen Voters League. The law 
will be similar to the Post bill in- 
troduced in New York. 

The league, in organization about 
six weeks, now has around 600 
members, with Sam Hardy of the 
Masquers for president and 
Charles Miller of Equity executive 
secretary. It is immediately occu- 
pied with the coming August pri- 
maries. 

An executive meeting will be held 
this week to consider the ieague’s 
attitude in the state campaign. Be- 
sides the obvious objects of foster- 
ing leg'slation beneficial to show 
business, the show voters’ league 
will support personal liberty and 
oppose censorship as now con- 
ducted. 


BERT LAHR’S SERVICES 
IN DISPUTE FOR SEPT. 


A contest over the: services of 
Bert Lahr next season impends be- 


tween Aarons and Freedley and 
George White. Lahr is currently 
appearing in the latter’s “Flying 
High” at the Apollo. Lahr signed 
a run of the play contract with 
White after having signed a con- 
tract with Aarons and Freedley for 
the coming season, 

White now contends he has a 
right to Lahr’s services for the run 
of “Flying High.” He was placed 
by Lou Shurr, who was aware of 
the Aarons and Freedley contract. 
The agent assured the latter that he 
had told White of next season's 
contract with them. 

Lahr is to be featured in the 
Aarons and Freedley show. He has 
asked Equity for a ruling on. the 
matter. 

In the past Equity has ruled that 
an actor must not sign two con- 
tracts which overlap, and has always 
held the prior contract to be the 
valid one. 


Comedie Fran. Actress 
Must Pay $260 Damages 


Paris, June 20. 

Helene Perdricre, Comedie Fran- 
caise actress, was sentenced by the 
Paris courts to pay $260 damages to 
manager Reding of the Parc, Brus- 
sels, after a two years’ lawsuit. 

In 1929 Miss Perdriere was in 
Brussels with the Comedie Fran- 
caise company, specially engaged at 
the Pare, with a proviso that no 
artist from the Francaise would 
then appear on any other Belgian 


stage. Miss Perdriere played twice 
at the Theatre de la Residence, 
Brussels. 


Thomas Meighan’s Yen 

Thomas Meighan is hankering to 
return to the stage, aiming to star 
on Broadway. He appears to have 
no plans for pictures. A Rex 
Beach play is being considered, 
with either Charles Dillingham or 
the Erlanger office doing the pro- 
duction. 


Genevieve’s One Film 


Hollywood, July 1. 
Genevieve Tobin, of “50 Million 
Frenchmen,” has been engaged by 
Universal for one picture on a four- 
week contract. 
Miss Tobin will leave New York 
next week for the coast. 


Showman Badly Hurt 
Atlantic City, July 1. 
Fred Nixon-Nirdlinger, managing 
director of the Apollo, was badly 
injured in an automobile collision 
last Wednesday evening when re- 
turning home from the theatre with 
his wife, the former Charlotte 
Nash, who was “Miss St. Louis” in 
one of the local beauty pageants. 
Mrs. Nirdlinger suffered severe 
shock but otherwise escaped injury. 
Nirdlinger received a deep lacera- 
tion of the scalp which required 20 
stitches to close the wound. 


Granville’s Lead 
Hollywood, July 1. 
Bernard Granville will have the 
lead in a new musical, “Oh, Judge,” 
opening July 14 at the Vine Street. 
Understood Granville is in on a 


percentage. 


2 SHOESTRING LEGITS 
FOLD, 1 NIGHT AND 2 


Bankroll weakness caused two 
summer entrants to vie for brevity 
in engagements. One lasted one 
night, the other two nights. 

“Mystery Moon,” a sort of mys- 


tery musical comedy, started at the 
Royale on Monday last week. Tues- 
day evening an audience gathereq 
but was dismissed at nine o'clock 
when the orchestra refused to enter 
the pit unless a surety bond wag 
provided guaranteeing the wages, 
There was a meeting next after. 
noon, but nothing came of it. The 
players reported at the theatre ‘at 
curtain time for the balance of the 
week and will be paid off via a bond 
filed with Equity. 

Back of “Moon” was a group of 
four men each said to have put up 
$5,000: ' The presenter was James 
M. Graf, newcomer. Another, iden- 
tified with several in and outers, 
was Paul Trebitsch. A third name 
is that of Harry (Sonny) Fiebell, 
said to be connected with a financial 
company downtown. The corporate 
name used for the show was the 
Sonny Productions. 

The trouble over the musicians’ 
bond was surprising because of 
Fiebell. Latter was induced to in- 
vest $2,500 additional but then de- 
clared himself through. 

Graf is said to have started suit 
against the Shuberts on the grounds 
that they guaranteed the orchestra 
for the first week and therefore 
breached the contract. The Shu- 
bert office said its arrangement for 
the musicians concerned the first 
night only. 

Harold Cooper, young attorney, 
who shares Graf's bonding office op- 
posite West Side Court sunk $1,000 
in the fiasco. Friends of Graf and 
Cooper went for the remainder. 
Graf states that $35,000 was lost by 
the forced closing, he said, of the 
show. 

It was only a few years ago that 
Graf was sent West as a representa- 
tive of a bonding agency to fetch 
back Leon (Eel) Sarshik, divorced 
husband of Mabel Withee, actress. 
Graf lost Sarshik twice en route for 
New York. The “Eel” jumped from 
a train on both occasions. 

“Find the Fox” was the other 
casualty. Also mystery play which 
had two days at Wallack’s, open- 
ing Friday and not paying off Sat- 
urday (21). Players are protected 
by a bond at Equity, also, but for 
one week. Harry Saks Hechheimer 
was attorney for the management, 
signing all contracts. Frank Mar- 
tins, the reputed author, also said 
to have been in. Both: shows 
rouadly panned by reviewers. 


Protecting Spots 


Chicago, July 1 

Stock and tent shows out are 
sending in reports of bad business, 
managers figuring that good reports 
will bring competing shows into the 
district. 

There are now 
shows operating in the midwest, 
and only about 10 stocks. Four 
years ago there were 150 tents and 
136 stock shows. 


about 42 tent 


Doris Bond May Collect 

Mrs. Doris K. Bond, widow of the 
late Harry A. Bond, promoter and 
leading man of stock companies, 
came one step nearer the collection 
of a judgment for $30,918.58, repre- 
senting damages awarded her as the 
result of the death of her husband 
on the Albany-Schnectady Road in 
May, 1926. Appellate Division last 
week denied the appeal of the Sche- 
nectady Railway Company to set 
aside judgment for the above amount 
in Mrs. Bond's favor. 

The amount was awarded by 4 
jury in the Supreme Court, after 4 
previous verdict for a large sum had 
been set aside on the grounds it 
was against the weight of evidence. 
Appellate Division ordered a new 
trial, which was decided in plain- 
tiff’s favor. Latter verdict now up- 
held. 


DeLignemare Ili 


William DeLignemare, who was 
general manager of Anne Nichols’ 
“Abie’s Irish Rose,” has been seri- 
ously ill with an intestinal affliction 
for the past two months. He i3 
confined abed in his suite at the 
Fairfax hotel, 116 East 56th street, 
under strict orders. 

Dr. Edward F. Hartung is in ate 
tendance. 
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Inside Stuff—Lesit 


“It's a Wise Child” closed a run of 47 weeks at the Belasco last Satur- 
day. The total gross was $930,000, according to the auditor's report. 
The average takings were $20,000 weekly. The financial showing is the 
most consistent since the house opened and too the largest. 


Arthur Houghton, the new manager of the New Amsterdam, returned 
from a trip abroad, where he looked over half a dozen musicals on behalf 
of Charles Dillingham and Flo Ziegfeld. 

Houghton saw nothing worth while and rated several operettas as 
being 15 years behind the times. 


The New Yorker theatre is minus a tenant again, the house having 
been lighted but a few weeks since it was completed more than a year 
ago. Richard Herndon recently essayed to conduct the west 54th street 
house, which was first called the Gallo, but walked out. 

The theatre was built for Fortune Gallo, former opera impresario. 
Gallo is reputed to have had the backing of the late M. Ferrari, head of 
the defunct City Trust company which was under fire in the courts, 
with trouble resulting to former General Sessions Judge Mancuso and 
Harry Warder, state bank examiner. 

No mention of the theatre cropped in court but the death of Ferrari 
eventually led te Gallo’s withdrawal. The house passed to the holders 
of the first mortgage, a downtown firm. The latter refused to back 
Herndon in a production way, although the latter tried one show, “The 
Vikings,” which lasted a week. 

Herndon still controls the Belmont, again making his office there. 
Texas Guinan has proposed to make the house over into a night club 
and the remodling may be done in the fall. 


Several girl ticket sellers in hotel ticket agency branches have. been 
getting gyp gravy from customers, figuring no comeback because the 
majority of such patrons are from out of town. Occasionally there is 
a squawk and one happened recently. It was the final week of a hit 
show. A very frank spoken westerner wanted to see it, the producer 
being a friend of his. Going to the stand in the hotel lobby, the girls 
stalled and pretended to call up the theatre for front seats. The best 
they could deliver was the 12th row, there in the rack all the time—and 
the price was $6 each for two tickets. The man paid, knowing the box 
office price was $3. 

Arriving at the theatre close by he decided to see if there were any 
better tickets and the treasurer promptly changed the ducats for two 
_in the third row. The westerner rushed back to the hotel, sought the 
manager and standing in the lobby loudly called the ticket girls. Those 
girls kicked back that dough in a hurry to shut the man up. The agency 
owner probably didn’t hear about it but the producer did and he 
laughed plenty. 


Wright’s Lack of Cause 


Los Angeles, July 1. 
Court sustained the demurer that 
Andy Wright had shown no cause 


NEW COAST MUSICAL 
Hollywood, July 1. 
“Oh Judge,” a new musical 
comedy, will open at the Vine St. 


for suing Equity over his unopened 
Frisco production of “Philadelphia,” 
and Wright has until July 14 to file 
an amended complaint. 

Wright sought $100,000 damages 
for not being allowed to oren. 


theatre July 14. Story and lyrics 
ae by Gwen Merideth, George 
Bowles and Edward Eisner. 

Music is by Lucian Denni, form- 
erly general musical director for 
Erlanger. 


4 Shows Depart 


Added to last Saturday’s closings 
were four shows temporarily with- 
drawn. One, “Three Little Girls,” 
resumes at the Shubert next Mon- 
day, while “Young Sinners” will 
resume the following week at the 
Morosco. “Topaze” and “Strike Up 
the Band” are slated to resume in 
August, starting a new season at 
that time. 

“Strike Up the Band” presented 
by Edgar Selwyn at the Times 
Square, completed 24 weeks to 
profit. During the first months the 
show grossed $33,000 and more 
weekly. Had dropped under $20,000. 


STRIKE UP THE BAND 

Opened Jan. 14. “Fast, 
speedy and delightful,” re- 
ported Darnton (Eve. World) 
and Brown (Post) echoed “up- 
roarious and exceptional.” 
Critics very flattering in gen- 
ral. 

Variety (Ibee) said: “In the 
hit class.” 


“Let and Sublet” independently 
presented at the Biltmore, stopped 
after six weeks. Trade was around 
$2,500 weekly. 


LET AND SUB-LET 


Opened May 19, second 
stringers found it weak and 
thin. 


Variety (Ibee) formularized: 
“may get by at little money, 
but it won’t get more than 
that, if as much.” 


The other two recent sudden clos- 


at Wallack’s, and “Mystery Moon,” 
one night at the Royale. Should 


MYSTERY MOON 


Opened June 24. “There are 
worse shows, but where?” said 
Hammond (Herald Tribune) 
and Mantle (News) predicted: 
“will find the going difficult.” 


hot weather continue this week, 
other shows figure to stop. “Michael 
and Mary” concluded a run engage- 
ment at the Hopkins Saturday. 


ings were “Find the Fox,” two days’ 


Ferris Hartman’s Jinx 
With Him to Finis 
ith Him to Finish 
Hollywood, July 1. 

Series of jinxes that have tagged 
Ferris Hartman in his determined 
efforts to launch a season of Victor 
Herbert revivals continued even 
after the whole thing was supposed 
to be set. 

Reorganized organization failed to 
produce cash and Equity members 
walked. Amateurs were enrolled 
and asked to sell tickets in their 
spare time. 

If enough tickets were sold the 
amateurs would have gotten paid 
and become professionals, It just 
wasn’t to be. 


Cast Changes 


Majorie Gateson replaced Phoebe 
Foster in “Topaze,” at the Music 
Box last week. The show closed for 
five weeks, being due to resume 
Aug. 4, Miss Gateson probably being 
retained. 

Genevieve Tobin is out of “Fifty 
Million Frenchmen” at the Lyric, 
having been replaced by Madeline 
Camerson, 

Gregory Ratoff and Lorraine Car- 
penter replaced Donald Brian and 
Mildred Quigley in “Candlelight” at 
Princess, Chicago. 


INSIDE OPERATION 


Hollywood, July 1. 


Lottie Wiliams withdrew from 
“Fata Morgana,” rehearsing for 
opening at Hollywood Playhouse. 

A triumvirate is handling the 
production, consisting of Elsie Fer- 
guson, the star; Tom Douglas, the 
leading man, and Arthur Collins, 
producer. 


Unethical Choristers 


Philip Tiltman and Peggy Shaber 
have been suspended from Chorus 
Equity for contract jumping. 

Tiltman vamped “The Connecti- 
cut Yankee’ chorus without cus- 
tomary notice, while Miss Shaber 
took French leave of “Scandals” 


under similar conditions, 


T.P.R. APPEALS TO GOVS 
“TO SAVE THE ROAD” 


After a year of “yessing” and 
producer articles in “The Quill,” 
with no manager organization tak- 
ing action to stimulate business in 
the legit theatre, especially the road, 
the Theatrical Press Representa- 
tives stepped off on their own Mon- 
day by placing the problem before 
the convention of state governors at 
Salt Lake City. 

With the indorsement of U. S. 
Senators Reed, Smoot and William 
H. King, and the promised support 
of several governors in advance of 
the convention, the T. P. R. is ask- 
ing the state executives to aid in 
“organizing and applying modern 
business methods and more sales- 
manship to the affairs of the legiti- 
mate theatre as the only way to 
bring back the road and save the 
theatre from threatened extinction. 

The T. P. R. was represented at 
the convention by Edward G. Cooke, 
of Seattle. 


Ray Goetz Back 


After a brief visit abroad E. Ray 
Goetz is back with the Cole Porter 
score for “The New Yorkers,” a 
musical comedy to be produced by 
Goetz with Warners backing. 

Porter is due this week also, al- 
though rehearsals for the show are 
not dated to begin until Labor Day. 
Book for the show is by Herbert 
Fields. 


“Street Singer’s” 2nd Year 


Shuberts are not sending “Street 
Singer” to Cain’s storehouse for 
good but now plan to shoot it out 
on the road next fall. 

So far only one of the principals 
who closed with the show in Chi 
recently has been re-engaged and 
that’s Queenie Smith. She will be 
given special billing when it re- 
sumes around Labor Day. 


“Badger” Mystery 


“The Badger,’ mystery melo by 
Ruth Byrne, is set for late summer 
production by Adams and Kane, 
newcomers. Now casting and goes 


into rehearsal in two weeks. 


SAILING FOR LONDON JULY 3 


BARRY and FITZG 


COCHRAN’S REVUE 


Pavilion Theatre, London, Third Consecutive Engagement 


DAVE 


Late Features of 


, C. B. COCHRAN AND ‘ARCH SELWYN’S MUSICAL FARCE 


AND 


During Its New York Run of 17 Weeks at the Selwyn Theatre, New York, Which Terminated April 26 


Exclusively Featured for the Past Six and One-Half Months at the 


CENTRAL PARK CASINO, NEW YORK 


(LEO REISMAN’S ORCHESTRA) 
Returning to Reopen Winter Season at Central Park Casino Next December 


BONS 


Walter Winchell says: “Jean Barry, the nearest thing to Irene Castle 


Central Park Casino.” 


for class, style and dancing at the | 


American Representative, M. S. BENTHAM 
CHAS. H. ALLEN, General Manager 


European Representative, HENRY SHEREK 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 2, 1930 


Fewest Number of 


Broadway has 14 current attrac- 
tions. Though it is the first week 
in July, that is the smallest summer 
card 
days. 


The list includes one premiere 
(“Vanities,” New Amsterdam). Five 
shows are in cut rates. Two others 
are offered there at box office price 
(“Artists and Models” and “Sons o’ 
Guns”). Last week's heat caused 
eight closings, including three shows 
which are to resume. One of the 
latter reopens Monday and one new 
show (‘Who Cares?” Chanin’s 46th 
Street), which would indicate 16 at- 
tractions in all for the coming week. 
If torrid weather continues, how- 
ever, more sudden closings are to be 
expected. 

The warm going pushed down 
grosses as much as $7,000 even for 
the scanty musical leaders. “Flying 
High” was off to $34,000, a low busi- 
ness mark; next was “Sons o’ Guns,” 
$28,000 estimated; “Artists and 
Models” claimed as much but esti- 
mated less; “Fifty Million French- 
men” went to a new low at $21,000; 
“Garrick Gaieties,” however, at $18,- 
000 sold out nightly, with matinees 
somewhat off. 


“Lysistrata” Affected 


“Lysistrata,” the new non-musical 
leader, slipped down under $30,000, 
about $5,000 off last week; “The 
Green Pastures,” at nearly $25,500, is 
closest. to capacity of any show on 
the list; “Strictly Dishonorable” 
dropped to $12,000, a new low, with 
the others away down; “Last Mile” 
and “First Mrs. Fraser” rated $6,000 
to $7,000; “Lost Sheep,” $5,000 to 
$6,000; “Apron Strings” and “Step- 
ping Sisters” around $4,000. 

Early last week “Mystery Moon,” 
Royale, and “Find the Fox,” Wal- 
lack’s, folded; “Michael and Mary,” 


in New York since pre-war 


Hopkins, closed Saturday, as did 
.“Let and Sublet,” Biltmore, and 
“Strike Up the Band,” Times 
Square; “Three Little Girls” sus- 


pended over the Fourth and restarts 
Monday at the Shubert. 


BEWARE 
OF THEATRE THIEF 
Do you know that the N. V. A. 


and V. M. P. A. have discon- 
tinued writing 


TRUNK and 
BAGGAGE 
INSURANCE 


against fire, theft and pilferage 
while in THEATRES as well as 
in hotels, in transit, etc., 

But This Insurance Can 


Still Be Procured Thru 


JOHN J. KEMP 


Specialist in all lines of 


INSURANCE 


551 Fifth Ave., New York 
Phones: Murray Hill 7838-9 


Service from Coast to Coast 


Shows on 


B way, Since Before War 


Boston Showless 


Boston, July 1. 


The last of Boston's legit shows 
closed its doors at the Wilbur last 
Saturday night after a seven-week 
run. Donald Meek in “Broken 
Dishes” was the attraction. 

Receipts 1aggea painfully the last 
two or three weeks of performance. 
Weather all against legit here now. 


$85 FOR 
NEAT BUST 


Los Angeles, July 1. 


A new low ebb for the legits here 
with only six houses open. The Mu- 
sic Box opened Monday with ‘Glory 
Declared,” closed Tuesday, but re- 
opened again Thursday after the 
producer-author-star of the piece, 
Dr. Ralph Bennett, law prof. at 
U. S. C., had come out of a faint 
which started when he took a look 
at Monday’s take of $85. 

“Caprice,” at the Belasco, with 
Fay Bainter, is the bright spot. 
Building up over last week, it fin- 
ished the stanza with $11,500. Per- 
haps the number of houses closed 
had something to do with the in- 
crease. “The Last Mile,” at the Ma- 
jestic,” took a sudden nose dive to 
$4,000. This is the lowest the Ma- 
jestic has hit since Louis Macloon 
moved in as producer. Show folded 
Saturday and moved to San Fran- 
cisco, where “Student Prince,” an- 
other Macloon show, closed. 

At Duffy’s President and the El 
Capitan, “Crime,” at the former, 
just about got by with $4,000. 
“Nancy's Private Affair,” at the El 
Cap, failed to live up to expecta- 
tions at $4,500. It was figured that 
after the clean play policy in vogue 
at the Duffy houses this piece with 
a little spice would help the draw, 
but Duffy removed most of it. 
“Under a Virginia Moon” closed 
its two-week run at the Vine Street 
Saturday with a take of $2,000. With 
the show closing, George Fawcett 
quits as a producer after six weeks 
of annoyance. House will be dark 
for two weeks, then’ comes “Oh 
Judge,” musical, which has high 
hopes of running through the sum- 
mer. 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Caprice”’—(Belasco, 2d week). 
Surprised the mob by getting $500 
over last week and finishing at $11,- 
500. The town’s answer to the de- 
eclining drama. 


“Nancy's Private Affair’? — (El 
Capitan, 2d week). Dropped to $4,- 
500, with the locals showing little 
interest in what Nancy wanted to 
withhold. Less than average here. 

‘The Last Mile”’—(Majestic, 4th, 
last week). What was hoped to be 
here for the summer folded Satur- 
day to $4,000. A little profit at that 
figure, but not enough to warrant 
holding on. Nothing set to follow. 

“Glory Declared”—(Music Box, 
Ist week). Opened Monday, then 
rested Tuesday and Wednesday, 
opening again Thursday. Estimated 
at $400. Just a labor of love. 

“Crime” — (President, 24 week). 
Skids were greased and b. o. went 
to $4,000. Making money at this fig- 
ure, but not much. 

_ “Under a Virginia Moon”—(Vine 
Street, 2d, final week). Just a head- 
ache to the producer and folds to 
$2,000. House goes dark for two 
weeks, then “Oh Judge,” summer 


musical. 


PAUL W 


JAMES F. 


Booking Exclusively Through His Own Office 


1560 Broadway 
New York City 


Personal Representative 


HITEMAN 


GILLESPIE 


~ Shows in Rehearsal 


“Little Show” (Brady, Wiman 
& Weatherly), Reyaie. 

“Here We Are” (Louis Is- 
quith), Booth. 

“Reunion” (Bela Blau), 48th 
St 

“Red Love” (Sussenoff Pro- 
ductions), Sussenoff Studio. 


Shows in N. Y. and Comment 


mediocrity or loss. 


play is also considered. 


ROTARIAN MOB 
SAVES 


Chicago, July 1. 
With 30,000 Rotarians parading 
the main drags, town's three lonely 
legit shows had no trouble holding 
up against a week that began with 
fierce heat. 


“Sisters of the Chorus” 
again and took the loop lead. 
“Solid South” steady, and 
“Candle Light” also did well. 

For Chicagoans, the only other 
entertainment approaching legit is 
the outdoor opera at . Ravinia, 
northern suburb, which opened last 
week. This project, sponsored by 
Louis Eckstein, the Crackerjack 
king and others, footed a $90,000 
deficit in 1929. 


Estimates for Last Week 
“Candle Light” (Princess, 1ith 
week). Holding up, although it 
dropped under the previous week. 
Got around $9,000. Eugenie Leonto- 
vitch left the cast Sunday to take 
a rest. 

“Sisters of the Chorus” 
8th week). Took another 
going above $12,000. 
the title pulls in some 
who think it’s a musical. 
_ “Solid South” (Harris, 7th week). 
Comedy was even with the week 
before at $11,000. Tentative clos- 
ing date of last Saturday (28), 
tossed out, and will stay as long 
as it can hold above $10,000. 


jumped 


(Apollo, 
jump, 
Apparently 
customers 


New Bronx Revue 

Guild Playhouse, Bronx, has been 
taken over by McCormack and 
Kelly, who will relight next month 
with a new revue, “Town Topics.” 

The revue is of the intimate 
variety and figured perfect for the 
small capacity house. 


Out-of-Town Review: 


MOLLY MAGDALENE 


Melodrama in three acts and five scenes. 
Written and staged by Crane Wilbur. Pre- 
sented June 30 at the Mayan, Los Angeles, 
by Al Rosen. Cast includes Crane Wilbur, 
Georges Renevant, Cornelius Keefe, George 
Hayes, Hedwiga Reicher and Dorothy 
Sills. 


Los Angeles, July 1. 


Uninspired blood and thunder 
meller. thematically incorporating 
“Rain,” ‘“Tol’able David,” “Miracle 
Man,” “Desire Under Elms,” and 


perhaps others. But altogether un- 
defiled hoke failing to display an 
even chance for either picture pos- 
sibilities or New York. 

Al Rosen, producer and backer, 
is Hollywood agent who figured his 
investment in picture angle strictly. 
Has house on three weeks’ rental. 
Wilbur’s three-way activity as au- 
thor, director and actor evidently 
too much for him, with dialog dull, 
direction tepid and acting listless, 
excepting Wynne Gibson, whose 
performance is sincere. 

Plot is of native show girl giving 
herself to man during a train wreck, 
landing girl in rustic home of big- 
oted and fanatic family, with old 
father paralytic. Youngest brother 
jmarries girl, ignorant of her past, 
|} but older brother in the know, and 
falls for her himsel& 

When baby is prematurely born 
older brother casts aspersions on it, 
and, getting the girl alone, attempts 
to seduce her, with baby killed via 
a flower pot falling off balcony in 
the melee. He accuses girl of mur- 
dering baby, and, when all looks 
dark for her, the paralytic old man 
comes through with prayers, tips 
the truth, and girl and boy live hap- 
pily ever after; 

Just another one of those things, 


doubtful of lasting. 


FRIGANZ 


1530 FORMOSA AVENUE 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 


{ admission scale given below. 


Figures estimated and comment point to some attractions being 
successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 
The variance is explained in the difference in 

house capacities with the varying overhead. Also the size of cast, 
with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. Variance 
in business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatic 


Classification of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 
Key to classification: 
D (drama); R (revue); M (musical comedy); F (farce); O (operetta), 


C (comedy); 


“Apron Strings,” 48th St. (30th 
week) (C-950-$3). Hot weather 
again badly affected Broadway's 
box offices; closings have cut list 
away down; “Strings” $4,000 to 
$5,000, * 

“Artists and Models,” Majestic (4th 

week) (R-1,776-$5.50). After first 

flash business reported having 
dropped off, with last week esti- 
mated at $28,000. 


“Fifty Million Frenchmen,” Lyric 
(32d week) (M - 1,406 - $6.60). 
Slipped down around $21,000 again 
after having picked up; on sum- 
mer basis, however. 


“First Mrs. Fraser,” Playhouse 
(28th week) (C-870-$3.85). Date 
indefinite, although had been 
figured to conclude this week; 
over $6,000 claimed. 

“Flying High,” Apolle (18th week) 
(M-1,168-$6.60). Heat finally got 
to this one for over $6,000; gross 
last week around $34,500; still the 
list leader, however. 
“Find the Fox,” Wallack’s. Only 
lasted two days. 

“Garrick Gaieties,” Guild (5th week) 
(R-951-$3). Has been getting ex- 
cellent business and looks to be 
a cinch until Guild’s new produc- 
tion comes around; $18,000. . 
“Lost Sheep,” Selwyn (19th week) 
(C-1,017-$3). Was reported going 
off last Saturday, but manage- 
ment decided to stick; $5,000 to 
$6,000 no better than even break. 
“Let and Sublet,” Biltmore. Was 
slated to play last week, but 


closed instead; five weeks; very 
little biz. 
“Lysistrata,” 44th St. (5th week) 


(C-1,323-$5.50). Eased off during 
fourth week to bit under $38,000; 
heat the cause: Greek comedy the 
non-musical gross leader. 


Admission tax applies on tickets over $3 


“Mystery Moon,” Royale. 
Monday of last week; 
far as it got. 

“Sons o’ Guns,” Impcrial (32d week) 
(M-1,466-$6.60). Slipped under 
$29,000 mark last week, but on 
summer basis, okay; with so few 
shows around, should go through 
summer as planned. 

“Stepping Sisters,” Royale (1lith 
week) (F-1,111-$3). Moved ‘back 
here from Masque Monday; prin- 
cipally cut-rated and more 
capacity; $4,000 and more. 

“Strictly Dishonorable,” Avon (424 


Opened 
that’s ag 


week) (C-830-$3.85). Slipped 
down araeund $12,000 mark last 
week; lowest gross of enghge- 


ment, but still a good thing. 

“Strike Up the Band,” Times Square. 
Closed tast Saturday; played 24 
weeks and rated one of season's 
hits to very good profit; slated to 
resume Aug. 18. 

“Green Pastures,” Mansfield (19th 
week) (D-1,050-$4.40). Capacity 
claimed «again with last week's 
gross quoted at $25,500; only 
standee trade affected. 

“The Last Mile,” Harris (21st week) 
(D-1,051-$3). Will try to stick 
into August; principally cut-rated 
now with takings about $7,000. 

“Three little Girls,” Shubert 
(M-1,395-$5 ~0). Completed lith 
week last Saturcay; laying off, 
dodging expected Fourth of July 
depression; resumes next week. 

“Young Sinners,” Morosco (CD-893- 
$3). Playing at seashore this 
week and next; due to resume 
here July 14; run _ interrupted 
after 31 weeks. 

“Vanities,” New Amsterdam (list 
week) (R-1,702-$6.60). Presented 
by Earl Carroll; opened Tuesday 
night at $11-top; said to be more 
costly than previous editions. 


FUTURE PLAYS 


Hyman Adler tn association with 
Philip Gerton will produce a comedy 
entitled “Special Privileges,” by 
Ruth Wealthy. 

“Varieties of 1930,” summer revue, 
to be produced by Percy Oakes and 
Leslie Morosco. 

“Dancing Partner,” by Alexander 
Engel and Alfred Grunwald. Pro- 
ducer, David Belasco. Cast includes 
Lynn Overman, Irene Purcell, Henry 
Stephenson and Charlotte Gran- 
ville, Suzanne Caubaye, Jules 
Epailly, Gustave Rolland, Claudia 
Morgan, Mauricette Ducret, Ger- 
maine de Renty, Patrice Gridier, 
Ivan Servais and Claire St. Claire. 

“Poor as a Church Mouse” is be- 
ing readied as next for Richard 
Herndon. Goes into rehearsal in 
two weeks for summer tryout and 
will then be shelved until autumn. 

“Our Wife,” by Lillian Day and 
Lyon Mearson. Producer, Herman 
Gantvoort. Scheduled for fall open- 
ing. No rehearsal date set. 

“Greater Than Love” has gone 
into rehearsal with Frank Brown as 
producer. It bows in out of town 
next month and after two weeks 
will steer into a Broadway house. 

Cast includes Harry Arden, Marie 
Devoe, Grace Connelly, Frank Rob- 
erts, Charles Seidel, Margaret Rob- 
insonn, Lou Grady and Martha 
Burns. 

“Hardboiled” by Kathleen Farroe 
Kennedy has been accepted by O. E. 
Wee for production in the fall. Wee 
plans a Broadway premiere about 
Get, i. 

“Red Love,” formerly done here 
in Russian by the Moscow Art 
Players, will be revived in Eng- 
lish and: reach production next 
month via Sussanoff Productions, 
Inc. It opens out of town latter 
part of month and follows into a 
New York house. 

Cast includes Cynthia Stuart, Gita 
Zucker, Edward Colebrook, Charles 


Galloway, Norman Stewart and 
others. 


“Reunion,” which Bela Biau is 
producing, gets under way at the 
Brighton Beach Music Hall, Brigh- 
ton Beach, July 14, and comes into 
a New York house two weeks later. 
Cast includes Cora Witherspoon, 
Edward Pawley, Charles Brown, 
Rachel Hartzell, Alan Ward, Mark 


Smith and othera, 


DUNCAN SISTERS, ALONE, 
DID $8.000 IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, July 1. 
“Strictly .Dishonorable”’ at Ere 
langer’s Columbia in its third week 
continued the town’s leader among 
the legitimate theatres. The build 
for this attraction since the open- 


ing has been surprisingly steady 
and brought about an additional two 
week’s extension of the scheduled 
run. Did better than $15,000. 

“The Student Prince” in final 
stanza at the Curran held up profit- 
ably, getting around $13,000. Louis 
Macloon is closing this one here at 
the conclusion of the local engages 
ment, 

Duncan Sisters at the Geary ofe 
fering a whole evening’s show by 
themselves in a sort of a melange 
of material opened nicely and got 
returns at b.o. during the week. 
Slightly under $8,000. 

Both Henry Duffy houses encoure 
aging. Leo Carillo in “The Bad 
Man” at the President, second week 
close to $5,500 and “Nancy’s Pri- 
vate Affair” at the Alcazar around 
$4,000, also second week. 


BACK FOR MORE “SLAP” 


(Continued from page 65) 


see him, and thought they could 
get a flash at the Savoy. With Swafft 
not there, their trip is wasted, 
Swaff was told. And how he fell 
for that one! 


The Watcher 


Then again with Swaff the well 
known watcher of Britain’s past 
present and future, he could not 
assume an attitude of keeping tour« 
ists out of this country merely be=# 
cause he’s ticklish just where he 
shall eat in public. 

It’s not yet settled whether Swaff 
is going to New York in the fall 
He may, if finding a way in time 
to let England run itself for 2 
while. Swaff has about argued- 
everyone over here worth arguing 
with under the table. In the States 
he feels there must be new talking 
material for him to cross tongues 
over, He'll argue over anything. 

On your side Swaff may do @ 
lecture tour, talk to the actors, talk 
to the President and if Prohibition 
ig still running when he gets over, 
you can sic him on either side of 
that. 
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LITERATI 


The Los Angeles Blanket 

Unwritten but strictly adhered to 
is the law among Los Angeles 
newspapers that anything which 
fails to present California as a land 
of perpetual sunshine and health 
ghall not published. Their 
wnanimous devotion to this creed 
is again evidenced concerning the 
epidemic of infantile paralysis cur- 
rent in Los Angeles. 

Not a line about the epidemic has 
been published in Los Angeles, al- 
though word-of-mouth rumors have 
exaggerated the situation tremen- 
dously and have created an un- 
necessary degree of panic in certain 
portions of the city. Actually there 
were 64 cases reported to the Com- 
missioner of Health this month, and 
four deaths. 

The wire services have always re- 
fused to recognize the hush plea, 
sending reports east and getting 
delighted yelps for more. Recently, 
during an epidemic of influenza, dis- 
gruntled California organizations 
almost passed a resolution con- 
demning all eastern newspapers for 
printing reports of sickness. 
This despite the fact that if half 
of Los Angeles went down in flames 
and Miami was visited by a slight 
windstorm the latter would get the 
lead in all L. A. dailies. 

Hounding the Coast papers to 
keep all derogatory reports away 
from the composing room are civic 
organizations, tourist bureaus, plain 
city ballyhooers and theatres. The 
latter particularly fear epidemic re- 
ports, as even a slight scare ruins 
business. 

Los Angeles is the only large city 
in the country where newspapers 
unanimously permit civic pride to 
govern news. 


That Jake Lingle Affair 

Chicago is witnessing an extraor- 
dinary tactical battle between the 
“Herald and Examiner,” morning 
Hearst paper, and the “Tribune,” as 
a result of the assassination of Al- 
fred “Jake” Lingle,” “Tribune” po- 
lice reporter, presumably by gang- 
esters. 

Day by day the “Examiner” is 
printing facts which tend to show 
that Lingle, a $65-a-week man, was 
the city’s most important fixing 
agent for gangs, and that his real 
income was consistently over the 
$100,000 mark. When the “Tribune” 
dropped the murder from its front 
page, the “Examiner” began spurt- 
ing on exposes, and forced the story 
back to page one of the “Tribune.” 

‘Lingle’s sensational murder at 
noon in the Illinois Central subway, 
at Randolph and Michigan, after 
having been “put on the spot,” was 
followed by a great hue and cry 
from the “Tribune” and the posting 
of rewards totaling $55,000—$25,000 
each by “Tribune” and “Examiner” 
and $5,000 by the “Post.” 

As quickly as the “Tribune” cham- 
pioned the cause of the slain man, 
the “Examiner” followed, tempo- 
rarily. When the confusion had 
quieted the “Tribune” realized that 
Lingle may have been playing 
Jeky!] and Hyde with his job as in- 
fluence, and began to lose interest. 

It was at this point that the “Ex- 
aminer” undertook to get at the 
truth. Last week the Hearst paper 
had McCormick’s daily in a posi- 
tion where the latter did not know 
whether to defend or betray its slain 
re_orter. If repudiating him, the 
“Trib” admits loss of the “Simon- 
pure” prestige of their staff. If they 
do not repudiate him, they admit 
backwatering on the challenge to 
Zanzdom and crooked politics car- 


ried in a stirring editorial eulogy 
immediately following Lingle’s 
death, 


Tne latest report is that the “Ex- 
aminer” is ready to add further to 
the “Tribune’s” uncomfortable posi- 
tion by withdrawing its $25,000 re- 
ward on the grounds that Lingle 
Was only “another of the mob,” and 
not representative of the fourth 
estate, regardless of his 18 years of 
Bervice on the “Tribune.” 

Another paper which has stepped 
into the battle for prestige, despite 
financial connections with the 
“Tribune,” is the “Times,” tabloid, 
published at the old “Journal” plant 
by W. S. Thomason, formerly asso- 
ciated with the “Tribune.” The 
“Times” jumped ahead of the “Ex- 
aminer” one day last week with 
information which disclosed Lingle 
had “borrowed” sums ranging from 
$5,000 and up from prominent public 
officials, Lots more to the Lingle 
inside. Not only was he the real 
fixer and take fellow, but he ran 
the dough side of the town. They 
had to see him, and if opening up a 
joint without noticing Jake, he 


would walk in on it, declaring him- 
self for 25 or 50%. He got it—or 
else, 

His “connections” were such that 
Lingle seemed able to dictate ap- 
pointments in circles which would 
do his money reign the most good. 
Though years on the “Trib” as a 
phone reporter (police), he never 
tipped off. his paper to anything 
worth while in the underworld. As 
a matter of fact, the only Chicago 
newspaper that has told all the facts 
it could secure on the underneath 
of the town is the Chicago “Daily 
News.” 

Lingle was in high for about two 
years. No cross is reported in con- 
nection with his sudden death, 
thereby leaving but one surmise. It 
is possible another Chicago news- 
paper man may get tangled up in 
the Lingle affair before it dies out. 


Husky Mauler in Trouble 

When Ed Barrow, secretary of 
the New York Yankees, slugged Bill 
Slocum, baseball reporter for the 
New York “American,” he horned 
his way into plenty of trouble. Since 
the assault, Jacob Ruppert, presi- 
dent of the club, has apologized to 
the paper and Slocum. So has the 
portiy Barrow, who even waited out- 
side the scribe’s house until after 
midnight to square things. But the 
slugging itself could not be squared 
away. 

The result was demotion for Bar 
row, who formerly handled the press 
for the Yanks. George Perry, con- 
nected with the Yanks for some 
years, now is the official contact 
man for the Yanks and newspaper- 
men. 

The Barrow-Slocum incident is 
being considered by the Baseball 
Writers’ Association, but is expected 
to go further than that. It has been 
suggested that hereafter all news- 
papermen traveling with the ball 
teams should go at the expense of 
the various dailies. In that way the 
writers will be free of any obliga- 
tion to the ball clubs, if any does 
exist. It will be up to the papers. 
At present only the New York 
morning and “Daily News” 
men are said to be traveling at the 
papers’ expense. The front-running 
Brooklyn team is carrying more 
sports writers than any other team, 
all the New York dailies and the 
Brooklyn papers having men in the 
party. 

Slocum is a quiet, well liked chap, 
and anything but a match for a 
man of Barrow’s size. According to 
reports, Barrow took umbrage at a 
couple of stories written by Slocum 
in criticism of the Yanks. He is 
said to have knocked Slocum cold 
and to prevent any interference had 
a bunch of those ball park cops 
present. Barrow has been doing 
plenty of worrying since then. 


The Fight Hippodrome 


It looks as though the only way 
to cleanse up the hippodrome man- 
agers and fighters are making of 
ring contests, is for all of the dailies 
under an understanding to take all 
professional pugilistic news and 
comment off of the sports pages. 
That would remove at the same time 
any sports writers who may be on 
the fight promoters’ pay rolls. 

Letting fights be announced by 
advertisements only would swiftly 
knock off the framers and perhaps 
restore prize fighting to a sport. 
Now it’s the worst kind of cold 
commercialism. 

The bad name fighting again has 
won for itself, the only fair thing 
it has won of late. It is driving its 
readers away. Never had the wom- 
en and can’t get the boys, while 
the chumps who pay and pay to see 
the latest tricks in prize ring fram- 
ing are even growing tired. 

Without publicity there would be 
no fights, or steaming up by the 
high salaried writers telling about 
training camps where fighters don’t 
train and the rest of the boloney. 

Off the spcerts pages would be ac- 
cepted as the indicator that the 
dailies know or believe a fight is in 
the bag before starting. No daily 
could go far wrong in making that 
statement. 

Fighting is again a racket. 


Faking Story Agents 


Reports of a re-opened market 
for screen originals Ras caused a 
large number of alleged screen story 
agents to establish themselves in 
Hollywood. In most every case the 
term “talking picture” is included 
in the agent’s name, to completely 
identify the enterprise. 

According to literature sent out 
by these so-called agents to writers 


the world over, gleaned from sucker 
lists, it’s a ciftCh to sell an original 
story to any of the producers, that 
is, of course, if sold through this 
particular agent. But, of course, the 
story submitted isn’t in the accepted 
form, and for a small fee the agent 
will put the story in form. Then it 
has to be re-typed in its new form, 
and there’s a fee for that. Also a 
fee for registering the story at the 
studios, etc., etc. 

That it’s just another racket is evi- 
denced by the fact that none of 
these alleged story agents ever turn 
down any tales submitted to them. 
Each is hailed as sure-fire, despite 
the various excuses for the nu- 
merous fees. 

About the only one reading un- 
solicited originals is Warner Bros., 
and that from newspapermen, only. 
Other producers invariably return 
them unopened even when from—or, 
especially when from—the alleged 
story agents who purport to sell 
talker originals. 


On the Pan Again 

Enjoying a Hollywood demand ex- 
ceeding its publication schedule is 
“Queer People,” a novel concerning 
the picture colony written by Car- 
roll and Garrett Graham, former 
title writer and publicity men re- 
spectively. 

Story is based upon the escapades 
of a one-time newspaper man who 
goes pictures. Dragged into the 
story by the scruffs of their necks 
are practically all of Hollywood’s 
celebrities. They are presented as 
their enemies would prefer. 

The Graham brothers haven’t 
achieved a literary niche and prob- 
ably didn’t intend to. But they’ve 
aimed at the pocketbooks and 
reached them. Outside of Coast 
circles there has been little imter- 
est in the book so far. In Los An- 
geles the Wampas introduced a res- 
olution condemning the book, but 
dropped it in order not to attach 
that much importance to it. 


Books Returnable 


There will be fewer books on the 
fall lists of almost every book pub- 
lisher this year, with the publishers 
candidly admitting the present pre- 
carious state of the industry to be 
the reason. 

Too many books being published 
has been a long-standing plaint by 
booksellers, who had to stock up 
on everything issued. It meant big 
outlays for books, and much dead 
matter on hand, the latter respon- 
sible for those “publisher’s rem- 
nants,” which subsequently found 
their way to the chain cigar and 
drug stores to ke sold at cut prices 
in competition with the retail book- 
seller. 

Not only will lists be curtailed 
this year, it is promised, but at least 
two publishers will, accept re- 
turns on unsold books. Latter is a 
dream of booksellers now realized 
at last. 


Always Trying 

Writers’ summer colonies getting 
a rather good play this year, most- 
ly those in and about Provincetown. 
Would-be playwrights seem to think 
that the Provincetown air was re- 
sponsible for Eugene O’Neill’s suc- 
cess. Those who would write for the 
stage are taking in the ozone up 
there. 

Also a number of writers’ colonies 
along the California seafront but 
these mostly of writers who have 
already sold. 

It’s not the first summer for some 
of the colonists in and about Prov- 
incetown. Their procedure is to 
save enough money at their regula- 
tion tasks to enable them to spend 
the summer learning how to write. 
If they click during the ensuing sea- 
son, they remain at writing and 
away from the writers’ colonies. If 
not, they save some more money and 
spend another summer at it. 

None ever get discouraged if they 
fail to click. Their instructors tell 
them not to. 


French Slander 


Eugene Blanc, author of a mur- 
der mystery book, “Did Francois 
Pinnet Kill Miss Branson?” based 
on actual events, was fined in a 
French court for slander. 

Olive Branson, English painter, 
was murdered in the south of France 
two years ago, and the manager, 
Francois Pinnet, of the hotel she 
owned, was arrested but later freed 
for lack of evidence. Vernon Blake, 
English painter, sued the author 
for libel for use of his name in con- 
nection with the case. 


Lait’s New Contract. 
Jack Lait is om the coast for a 


visit of three weeks. Before leaving 

New York he renewed his Hearst 

contract with International News 

for three years. 
Ford and “Vanity Fair” 

Donald Freeman, managing editor 
of “Vanity Fair,’ states that his 
monthly did not nominate Henry 
Ford for “oblivion,” but that “his 
agreement with ‘Vanity Fair’ was 
purely on the question of a state- 
ment made in a recent article on 
Prohibition published in ‘Vanity 
Fair.’ 

“On the basis of this statement 
the Ford Co. discontinued its adver- 
tising in ‘Vanity Fair,’ but in none 
of the other Nast publications, as 
they had no point of difference 
whatever with Mr. Ford or his in- 
terests,” Mr. Freeman states. 


New Hollywood Papers 

Two new sheets showed up in 
Hollywood last week. “Studio Daily 
Digest,” with first issue June 26, 
has A. Macarthur as_ publisher, 
George Blaisdell editor and Ray 
Murray associate editor. It is run- 
ning four pages. 

“Hollywood World,” eight-page 
tabloid form, calling itself a weekly 
feature newspaper, appeared June 
27, announcing free distribution to 
Hollywood homes and a five-cent 
sale price elsewhere. Charles Spee- 
die is listed as editor and pub- 
lisher. 


Syracuse Story Denied 

Report, published in “The Jour- 
nal,” Syracuse Hearst paper, that 
its evening and Sunday opposition 
contemporary, “The Herald,” was 
being sold to the Gannett chain, 
brought a denial from Mary E. Jen- 
kins, president of The Herald Com- 
pany, and its principal owner. : 


F. P. A’s Own Story 
F. P. A., without Russel Crouses’ 
help, has written a book on poker, 
called “Dealer’s Choice.” William 
Auerbach L2vy has done the illus- 
trations, said to be as funny as the 
text. 


Hollywood’s Daily Exnose 


Hollywood is in for another yel- 
lowization. Rene Fullop Miller, 
who got into several editions with 
“Life of Rasputin” and “Curse of 
Bolshevism,” has arrived in the 
colony to write another “truth” 
story of the picture capitol. 

Book is slated for publication by 
Viking Press. 


Advice to Authors 

Station WPCH has a new weekly 
feature, “Uncut Pages,” during 
which some famous literary person 
speaks. Faith Baldwin, who wrote 
“Office Wife,” and many others, 
gave some very amusing advice to 
budding authors, the indirect aim 
being to nip them in the bud. 

After More Trade Papers 

If negotiations now under way by 
a Madison avenue trade paper pub- 
lisher materialize the end of the 
summer will put him in possession 
of a greater number of trade pub- 
lications than McGraw-Hill. 


Vacation Without Pay 
Brooklyn “Eagle” editorial staff 
is getting a month’s vacation this 
summer, two weeks with pay and 
the other fortnight an enforced lay- 
off without pay. 
This is part of a retrenchment 
scheme for the Brooklyn rag. 


Real Names of Authors 
Pierre Loti was Julian Viaud, 


Seawark is Austin J. Small, and 
Genevieve Taggard is Mrs. Robert 
L. Wolf. 

Hearst’s “ Journal - American,” 


Syracuse, offers $100 in weekly 
prizes for telephoned news tips. 


Donald Kirkley, picture critic for 
the Baltimore “Sun,” leaves July 6 
for a month in Hollywood to do a 
series of observations on the West 
Coast lots. 


W. A. S. Douglas, Chicago corre- 
spondent of the Baltimore “Sun,” is 
the author of “Tony and Cleo,” a 
satire on the love story of Anthony 
and Gleopatra, to be published by 
Doran. 

Jean Hersholt, reputed to be one 
of the most ardent book collectors 
in the west, is selling part of his 
collection at auction in Hollywood. 
About 3,000 volumes are being u:- 
fered for sale. 

His collection is estimated to be 
worth around $300,000. 
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eteering reasons, as the evidence 


With the “Tribune” admitting | as a loan and is to be refunded by fi 
Lingle’s Jekyll and Hyde proclivi- | the League to the various theatres i 
ties, it editorially stated: “The mur- | later in the season, or so it is ex- 


der of this reporter, even for rack- } pected, 


indicates it may have been, made a 
breach in the wall which criminal- 
ity has long maintained about 
its operations here. That he is not 
a soldier dead in the discharge of 
his duty unfortunate, consider- 
ing that he is dead. It is of no con- 
sequence to an inquiry determined 
to discover why he was killed, by 
whom killed and with what attend- 
ant circumstances.” 

Charles Rathburn, the “Trib’s” 
lawyer, was sworn in as a special 
assistant prosecutor lawyer as a 
member of the special “board of 
strategy.” 


so 


is 


When Roy Vickers has a book 
published in this country it bears ( 
his own name as author. In his 
native England, however, his books 
bear the name of “Sefton Kyle.” 


Burton Crane, “Variety's” corre- 
spondent in Tokyo, and on the Ja- ; 
pan “Advertiser,” is having his first 
play rewritten by Myron C. Fagan ' 
for fall production. 


James Weldon Johnson, the Negro 
composer, has written his reminis- 
cences of the last few years in Har- 
lem in “Black Manhattan.” Alfred A. 
Knopf will publish, Out in July. 


Ione Quinby, of the Chicago 
“Post,” has had her first book ac- 
cepted by Covici-Friede. Title is 
“Women Who Kill, or Murder for 
Love.” 


Latest addition to the growing 
number of books on talkers is “The 
Talkies,” to be published shortly by 
Henry Holt & Co. Arthur Edwin 
Krows is the author. 


“College Humor” offers $3,000 for 
the best college novel submitted be- : 
fore Oct. 15, next. Authors will ‘ 
also get royalties from the story’s 
publication in book form. 


E. P. Dutton has gathered a num- 
ber of Harry T. Brundidge’s ar- 
ticles on film people and will pub- 
lish them in book form, called “Twin- 
kle, Twinkle, Movie Star.” 


Murray G. Tanner, legislative 
correspondent at Albany for the 
New York “Evening Post,” has 
been appointed assistant secretary 
of the N. Y. State Public Service 
Commission at $4,500 a year. 


Richard A. Martinsen is out of 
Fiction House and has gone to work 
for George T. Delacorte, Jr. Mar- 
tinsen’s first duties will be to edit 
the Dell war-story mags, and he 
already has some slight changes in 
policy planned. 


Doris Arthur Jones has written a 
biography of her father, Henry Ar- 
thur Jones, the noted British play- 
wright. The book, called “Taking 
the Curtain Call,” will be published 
here by the Macmillan Co. after it 
is first issued in England. 


TICKET PLAN 


(Continued from page 63) f 


in a better position now to grab 
fairly good locations than nereto- 
fure. They frankly say they are 
going to continuously dig tickets 
out of the box office,-which wiil be 
easier since the recognized agencies 
cannot trade or Jend tickets tu each 
cther nor can they get telephore 
orders filled unt:i an hour before 
surtain time. 

If the weather over the Fourth 
of July (Friday) remains clear and 
warm, it will be a severe test for 
the new ticket plan. With a goodly 
amount of tickets kept at the box 
office, distribution may not be easy 
in face of the usual out of town 
exodus for the week-end. The 
strength of “Vanities” may then be 
shown, if not any weakness in the 
new system. The show’s balcony 
sale will be a problem because of 
the scale, which is $5.50 for the 
front rows (lower floor price is $6.60 
for front rows). Outside of the 
opening night there was but a 
mediocre demand for “Vanities” 
early this week. 

The agencies have been instructed 
to deduct one per cent of the total 
of each night’s ticket sale, deduct= 
ing it from the money paid the box 
office and to pay that money to 
Col. H. W. Savage, general manager 
of the League. With this collection 
the League expects to finance itself 
easily. In addition each theatre is 
to pay the League $25 weekly, to 
aid in early operation expenditure. 
The latter fee, however, is regarded 
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Forecasts Warner Merger; 


Dowling’s ‘Canned Musicals 


A new era in broadcasting is an- 
ticipated with WOR'’s decision to 
go into the “canned” progrem field, 
starting with afternoon programs, 
commencing next month or so, 

As one of the major stations in 
the country, WOR’s move into the 
recorded program field will have 
unlimited influence on its’ contem- 
poraries. 

Behind this is seen an almost 
inevitable merger of WOR with 
Warner Bros., both of whom have 
been negotiating, although Warners 
also hold options on Donald 
Flamm’s WMCA and WPCH sta- 
tions. The latter, through Federal 
Trade Commission ruling, are time 
limited, sharing their ether allo- 
cation and allotment with other 
stations, whereas WOR, along with 
WEAF and WJZ, is a full-fledged 
big-leaguer and in no wise time- 
limited. 

The Bamberger station’s decision 
to go “canned” program would co- 
incide handily with the Warners 
who now have the Brunswick and 
allied recording interests under 
their control, all tending to a direct 
Warner-Brunswick program of 
“canning’’ musical and other radio 
features for etherizing from the 
disks. 

NBC’s Position 


In line with this, NBC, which has 
been reported flirting with WOR 
for acquisition of this station, also 
has the Radio-Victor background 
and could just as readily go into 
the recorded program broadcast- 
ing proposition, and even to great- 
wer advantage, as has been outlined 
in another story in this depart- 
ment, showing how Lucky Strikes 
and Amos ’n’ Andy must actually 


etherize their programs twice 
nightly in order to blanket the 
country, especially west of the 


Rockies, because of the difference: 
in time. 

WOR in the meantime has its 
application for the increase of its 
power from 5,000 to 509,000 watts 
pending before the Federal Radio 
Commission. If grant->d WOR 
would b2 in extraordinary position 
to effect any deals as the New York 
key station for any proposed third 
chain. 

Warners of course are hot after 
its own chain. So is William Ran- 
dolph Hearst and so is Powel 
Crosley, Jr., the radio manufac- 
turer and owner of the 50,000-watt 
station, WLW, Cincinnati, which 
perhaps has greatest single cover- 
age in the world .or any one sta- 
tion, sans networking. WOR and 
WLW are associated through pre- 
vious dealings and WLW might fall 
in line with any WOR merger talk. 


“Dead Spots” 


NBC wants WOR also not alone 
to keep three of the Big Four sta- 
tions (WEAF and WJZ included) 
to itself, but also to offset WEAF 
which still cannot quite cover 
everything’ satisfactorily. WEAF 
is known to have some “dead spots” 
in the metropolitan area where 
WOR's wave-length is superior. 
WABC, the key of tlfe CBS, is the 
fourth of the major stations in New 
York, 

NBC's now more or less frank 
favoritism to its own Radio Music 
Co. (Feist, Fischer, et al.) copy- 
rights, to the exclusion of Warner 
theme songs and also Metro, Para- 
mount and Fox pictures, has War- 
ners particularly keen on getting 
its own network, realizing the value 
of the ether plug, especially by as- 
sociating the hit theme songs with 
the title of the films. 

Reports of NBC's alliance with 
-WOR arose from the latter hooking 
in an NBC network, but that was 
for a special reason on one or two 
,eccasions. 


Eddie Dowling’s Venture 


With 30 complete “canned” pro- 
grams already made and claiming 
a complete radio hookup with 178 
lesser stations, Famous Artists of 
the Air, headed by Eddie Dowling, 
Monte Brice, William Rowland, C. 
Pinkney McCarver, Frank C. Reilly 
and J. Arthur Adler, soon start the 


pfirst of their “electrically transcrib- 
e 


entetrainments. 
The first of the recorded broad- 


Nacio Herb Brown’s Wife 


Asks Divorce Receivership 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Appointment of either a receiver 
or a trustee for the property and 
funds of Nacio Herb Brown, song 
writer, was indicated by Judge 
Myron Westover in the _ divorce 
proceedings against Brown by Ruby 
Porter Brown. 
Mrs. Brown asked for the receiv- 
ership, claiming Brown squandered 
$148,000 of her money, which she is 
including in her demands. She 
bases her divorce suit on charges of 
cruelty, and also names Mary 
Eaton in her complaint. The Browns 
has a nine-year-old son. 
This is one of the few times a 
receiver has been asked for in a 
divorce case, according to Roger 
Marchetti, representing Mrs. Brown. 


All-Radio R. R. 


Denver, July 1. 
First all-radio train in the coun- 
try is -on the Burlington between 
Denver and Chicago. Loudspeakers 
in every car. 


easts will be a recording of Dow- 
ling’s “Honeymoon Lane,” with the 
initial release being distributed via 
100 stations. The Famous Artists 
will follow with Dowling'’s “Side- 
walks of New York” and then “Sally, 
Irene and Mary.” 

Famous Artists have taken elabo- 
rate offices in the Plaza Trust huild- 
ing, 655 Fifth avenue, New York. 
Recording of all programs on disk 
is done in the Columbia Phono- 
graph studios. 

In addition to the “canned” musi- 
cals, there wiil be exclusives made 
for the commercials of recorded 
educational, religious and political, 
as well as theatrical subjects. 

The main item is lining up cities 
which are more or less remote from 
national air hookups, with the dis- 
tributive prices of the disks for local 
commercial purposes, ranging from 
$50 to $300. 

Famous Artists is taking no air 
customer less than on a 13 weeks’ 
contract. 


Raskob- Meehan, Maybee 


John J. Raskob and Mike J. Mee- 
han may become affiliated with 
Dowling’s new recording company. 
It is also planned to make radio 
sound trailers, using scenes from 
talkers. The picture makers’ ether 
présentations expected to prove a 
b.o. ballyhoo. 

Each record is 18 inches in cir- 
cumferance and runs 15 minutes, 
with a minute or two devoted to an 
announcement. Disk runs without 
stopping and without any commer- 
cial plug; that is taken care of be- 
fore and after-the playing of the 
disk. 

Famous Artists of the Air origi- 
nally started as the Shubert Radio 
Program Corporation, but Lee Shu- 
bert was eliminated. 

William Rowland, who was on the 
Warner lot in Hollywood three years 
and also personally managed a num- 
ber of film stars, heads Famous Art- 
ists’ establishment. 

Monte Brice, who wrote and di- 
rected pictures and has been in 
charge of short subjects at Para- 
mount, is also personally looking 
after the new organization. Mc- 
Carver is connected with southern 
capitalists. Reilly is the advertis- 
ing man wlo operates the moving 
electrical news sign around the 
Times building. Adler is the at- 
torney. 

The disks are not sold but leased 
on a releasing schedule. 


Newark, July 1. 

Many rumors about insistent of- 
fers for WOR, including one from 
M-G-M and one from Warner. In 
each case WOR was supposed to be 
the key station of a great chain. 
Edgar S. Bamberger, head of the 
Bamberger Broadcasting Co., denies 
that the station has been sold or is 
being sold, but admits it is for sale, 
as is anything else his company 
owns. 

No offer that can be taken seri- 
ously has been made and he expects 
none. 


“Low Life’? 


John W. Elwood, vice-presi- 
dent of the NBC, and his wife, 
who divorced him in Reno 
both deny the New York tabs’ 
reports that Elwood's associa- 
tions with Amos ‘n’ Andy and 
kindred radio “low life” in- 
dividuals, as they put it, was 


the cause of their incom- 
patability. 

Mrs. Elwood and the NBC 
official deny having’ enter- 


tained any of the NBC radio 
artists in the Elwoods Park 
avenue home, although con- 
curring on the marital differ- 
ences. 


RADIO SERIES 
AUTHORS 
SYNDICATED 


Radio scenarios written by fa- 
mous authors, including Irvin Cobb, 
Albert Payson Terhune, Wallace 
Irwin, Samuel Hopkins Adams, are 
to be syndicated, starting Aug. 1, to 


from $5 to $15 weekly. 
Judson Radio Program Corp. is 


organizing the service, patented 
after newspaper syndicates, and the 
first effort of its kind in the radio 
field. Judson believes a substantial 
number of the 600-odd broadcasting 
stations outside the three major 
networks, which include 140 outlets, 
will be attracted by the syndicate 
continuity idea. Range of subject- 
matter will be as comprehensive as 
possible, with celebrities in many 
fields to be used. Included in the 
latter group already are Gene Sara- 
zen for golf, Vincent Richards for 
tennis, Benny Leonard for boxing, 
Gertrude Ederle for swimming, 
Charles K. Harris for old-time 
sengs, Burton Holmes for travel, 
Charles Paddock for field sports, 
and Ernest Schelling of the Philhar- 
monic for classical music. 


70 Programs 


It is planned to have 70 complete 
programs at the start. Besides the 
scenario form for the guidance of 
local stations desiring to stage their 
own programs, the completed pro- 
grams will be given electrical tran- 
scriptions on discs, which will be 
available at flat rates of $15 to $25 
weekly. 
Wo attempt, either in scenarios or 
discs, will be made to assess sta- 
tions according to wave length or 
other technical angles, all stations 
to pay the same fees for the same 
services, 
Bringing of New York writing and 
entertaining talent to the provinces 
is the sales argument. Discs have 
timed lapses for station announce- 
ments so that programs can be com- 
mercially sponsored or offered as a 
station-sustaining program. 

Perriton Maxwell, formerly editor 
of Cosmopolitan Magazine, will edit 
the various series. Each will be in 
13 installments to run by discs or 
staged by studio within 15 minutes. 

This service is separate and dis- 
tinct from recorded programs made 
directly for national advertisers. 
Several companies have in the past 
made such records, with the adver- 
tiser spotting the records with sta- 
ticns through agencies. 

Judson idea is direct service to 
radio stations, with the latter ob- 
taining sponsors locally. 


“Radio Trust” Answers 


Wilmington, Del., July 1. 

Formal answers and denials were 
filed here by American Telephone 
and Telegraph, Western Electric 
and General Motors Radio Corp., in 
the government suit charging the 
existence of a vast radio trust. 
Most of the big electrics are 
named as defendants, but no other 
answers have been filed. 


Lindsay’s Floor Show 


Earl Lindsay revue opens at 
Beaux Arts, Atlantic City, in July, 
with Al Wohlman heading the show. 
Wohlman alone opens tonight 
(Wednesday) at the former Joe 
Moss cabaret which Dewey Kauf- 
man has now taken over. 


smeil radio stations at flat rates of | 


Radio’s Comics Swell 
Fellahs, but Operatic 
Singers Are Wahoo! 


Los Angeles, July 1. 
Radio station operators here have 
listed their incorrigibles and have 
come to the conclusion that the 
higher they come artistically the 
lower they are in principle. 
Opera singers are the chief head- 


aches, the radio men claim, and the 
prize pupil of the class is the low 
comedian. As the art increases so 
does the difficulty of handling. 
There’s not a thing on the cal- 
endar that-the opera warblers won't 
do for their own gein, the station 
men say, and murder would be one 
of them if they could get away with 
it. All the backbiting and jeal- 
ousies traditional of the opera back 
stage have been transferred to the 
broadcasting station. That means 
aspirin aplenty for the bosses. 

“To get spots on the air they'll 
stop at nothing, and a bribe offering 
is but the least of these,” cne sta- 
tion owned moaned. “You have to 
watch your step, too, because there 
have been several instances of the 
wife being tipped off to the hus- 
band’s stepping. Each time the tip- 
off was traced back to a turned- 
down operaite. 


Like Nest of Cobras 


“And how those boys and girls 
can pan one another! Everything is 
awful in the music line excepting 
their own voices. A nest of cobras 
would be more lovable around a sta- 
tion.” 

Because the panning of fellow 
singers is so general almost all 
singers broadcasting these 
parts have their own claques to 
help out. After every concert the 
panning letters and telephone calls 
pour in, but offsetting them is gush- 
ing praise from the claque. 

Claque letters had the stations be- 
lieving them for a while, but the 
tip-off came when a singer with an 
unpronounceable foreign name sang 
his first air concert. The boost let- 
ters poured in by the hundreds 
from all parts of the state—and all 
had the name spelled correctly. This 
looked too good—far too good— 
and the station owners did a little 
investigating. The claque expose 
followed. 


RADIO TRUST ATTACK 
BEING ‘CANNED’ BY SEN. 


Chicago, July 1. 

Ex-Senator James A. Reed of 
Missouri, whose speech over the Co- 
lumbia chain two weeks ago was 
suddenly cut off, allegedly because 
of an SOS, last week recorded his 
speech at the Brunswick studios 
here. The recording was made at 
the requests of eastern and New 
England stations which were cut 
off, and also from independent sta- 
tions, which wish to rebroadcast 
the speech from disk. 

Speech, which runs 28 mins., is 
said to be a denunciation of the 
radio trust. 


Mrs. Herbert Waives Fees 


Holywood, July 1. 

Victor Herbert's widow has 
waived claims for royalty so Fan- 
chon and Marco will continue with 
their plans to glorify the composer. 
Idea was dropped when it was at 
first discovered that it would cost 
weekly royalty. 

On the understanding that unit 
will be a tribute to her husband, 
the widow granted special consid- 
eration. ° 


KYA CLEANS HOUSE 
San Francisco, July 1. 

Clair E. Morrison, for several 
years manager of station KYA, has 
gone into the radio advertising 
business for himself and will handle 
broadcasting accounts. 

KYA’s new management cleaned 
house on personnel and entirely new 
broadcasting ‘unit has been installed 
on roof of Hotel Whitcomb. Lewis 
L. Lacey, formerly with KHQ, Spo- 
kane, is the new general manager. 

Dudley Ayres, legit actor, takes 
charge of production department; 
Edward MacCallum managing the 
commercial department and Walter 
A. Rivers in charge of continuity. 


MELO MYSTERY 
BEST 


Los Angeles, July 1. 

Coast broadcasters are trying to 
figure the cause of a sudden switch 
among ether fans from music to 
drama. All Coast stations are get- 
ting requests for short playlets and 
continued dramas. 

The requests in most cases are 
for melodramas and mysteries, with 
comparatively few wanting com- 


edy. This may be because so far 
comedy on the Coast has been pain- 
ful. Stations trying out the mys- 
teries have found the continued 
type, running for a number of 
broadcasts, is most populer. Fans 
seem to get a kick out of the serial 
stories and make their own deduc- 
tions while waiting for the next 
broadcast. One fan who guessed 
wrong on the outcome of a story 
wrote a panning letter to the sta- 
tion for making a chump out of him, 

Serial stories are also a good 
angle for the station on the sales 
end. The station can tie up the 
backer .on a time contract, and 
where the station furnishes the tal- 
ent there is a big saying of money 
over the cost of a musical program, 


Union to Vote 


Radio Closed 
Shop Shortly 


When Musicians’ Local 802, A. F. 
of M., assembles in regular monthly 
session July 17, a unanimous vote, 
enacting the closed shop law in the 
radio stations is anticipated. 

To what extent this move on the 
part of 802 foretells of a complete 
unionization of all musicians work- 
ing in local broadcasting studios re- 
mains to be seen. 

As matters stand, there have been: 
union and non-union bands broad- 
casting, although all the big leaders 
have employed only musicians carrye 
ing union cards. 

Local 802 is to take the bull by 
the horns and bend every effort to 
have only union musickers get the 
jobs in the local stations. And if 
802 makes it reality, other cities 
probably will follow. 

The local is also expected to pass 
a resolution that no member play 
more than five and one-half hours 
in a broadcasting studio. 


Hill Billies Hottest Radio 


Attraction on West Coast 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Clyde W. Slater has taken the 
“Beverly Hill Billies,”’ radio 
freak attraction, for a series of sin- 
MacMillian Oil 
Co. has the “Billies” under contract 
for its station, KMPC. 

The “Billies,” six men and a lady, 
the 


for the past three months and built 
up in popularity to where they are 
considered local ether aces. Orig- 
inally the outfit was a trio, but re- 
cently the oil company sent scouts 
to Arkansas for additional mountain 
singers to augment the outfit. 

On their hour, from 10 to 11 p. m. 
nightly, the station has been turn- 
ing away an average of 1,000 radio 
fans who want to get a look at the 
mountaineers. The players now 
work in costume and make-up, 
with a continual walk-through of 
fans while they’re on, Recently Mac- 
Millian returned from the Ozarks 
with a 14-year-old kid who has quite 
a reputation as a singer in those 
parts. When the plane arrived here 
a crowd of 20,000 was at the land- 
ing field to greet the new punk, who 
was wearing his first pair of shoes. 
MacMillian had to guarantee the 
kid’s safety to the Governor of the 
State before his parents, who had 
never traveled outside of a 10-mile 
radius from their home, would let 
the youngster come west. 
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Jay Witmark Leaves His Firm, 
Now Warner-Owned, After 45 Years 


After almost 45 years in the 
music business as one of the three 
founders (with his brothers, Isidor 
and the late Julius P.) of M. Wit- 
mark & Sons, Jay Witmark was 
asked to resign by Warner Bros. 
from the vice-presidency and gen- 
eral managership of the Witmark 
music publishing firm, 

When demanding from Max 
Dreyfus, head of the Harms’ music 
group and in executive control of 
all the Warner-Harms-Witmark 
and affiliated music publishing in- 
terests, what the reason was, Drey- 
ful told Jay Witmark that the re- 
quest for his resignation was simply 
in the line of economical retrench- 
ment. 

Warners sent out the usual notice 
that Witmark, after veteran serv- 
ice, had decided to retire. Witmark 
instead will return to the music 
business in the fall, heading his 
own firm, although barred by the 
Warner buy-out of the Witmarks 
from using his own name in the 
corporate title. 

Isidor Witmark continues as 
president of Witmark & Sons, but 
is more concerned in the legal and 
contractual department with Julius 
P. Witmark, Jr. in charge of 
mechanicals. Bud Morris will take 
charge of the active management 
of the Witmark business. 


When Warners absorbed the Wit- 
marks a couple of years ago for 
$1,000,000, the founders were given 
contracts for a term of years to be 
split up amongst them as desired. 
Annual salary of each was $30,000 
from reports. 

Another Request 

With Witmark’s resignation as 
v. p. and g. m. of his firm, his resig- 
nation as a member of the board of 
directors of the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers and as treasurer thereof, 
was also requested. 

What is behind the request for 
the resignation is not stated. Her- 
man Starr, executive head of the 
Warner’s music ‘nterésts which 
Dreyfus actively operates, may be- 


come officer-director of the 
American Society, having been 
promised that berth by Dreyfus 


from reports. 


Past differences between the Wit- 
marks and Harms (Dreyfus) over 
the Sigmund Romberg copyright 
rights, antedating the Warner deals, 
may also figure. Romberg was al- 
Ways partial to the Witmarks for 
personal reasons, and whenever 
Harms, through its production af- 
filiations, publishgd a Romberg 
score it was “by arrangement” 
with the Witmarks on a split of the 
royalties. 


Another difference cropped up re- 
cently when Harms wanted the dis- 
tinction of publishing Romberg’s 
first Warner picture under its own 
imprint, although so far as a share 
of the profit was concerned it 
meant little to both the Witmarks 
and Dreyfus as neither receives a 
percentage, being merely under 
Straight salary obligations to the 


Warners. 

Witmarks in this past year 
earned $400,000, the most individu- 
ally successful music firm of the 
Warner group. 

With Georg: Maxwell (Ricordi) 
and Raymond Hubbell, Jay Wit- 
mark was one of the remaining 
three original ‘ounders of the 


American Society. With his resig- 
nation, which was crowded in for 
the last spring meeting of the 
A. S. C. A. P., which took place 
Thursday (26), the treasuryship is 
open until the fall meeting of the 
board of governors. Joe Young, as 
assistant treasurer, will handle that 
position. 

Jay Witmark’s contract with the 
Witmark Co, had expired in March. 

Witmark was elected an honorary 
member of the American Society, 
upon his resignation, and is the first 
honorary member ‘in the annals of 
the society. 


Texas’ First Radio Censor 
Dallas, July 1. 


’ WRR, Dallas’ municipal station, 
Will have City Commissioner Fouts 
as Texas’ first radio censor by 
mayor’s order. Result of political 
mud slinging in present election 
year. 

All spiels now have to be written 
beforehand and okayed before go- 
ing air. Censorship includes other 
programs too. 


Teaching "Em to Swat 


Piano Before First 
Payment Extracted 


Los Angeles, July 1. 

Local music houses are trying to 
stimulate the failing sale of pianos 
by offering to install pianos in 
homes on a three months’ free trial 
period. If after that period the 
family decides to purchase the in- 
strument, the payments start. In- 
cluded in the offer is a_ three 
months’ course in piano playing, 
gratis. 


The latter is the gag.. Courses 
are in trick piano schools, who 
make the pupils fairly good “ear” 
players in from 12 to 14 weeks. At 
the end of that period the pupil is 
a cinch to be past the one-finger 
status, and is more or less interest- 
ed in making a bum out of Pad- 
erewski. Music houses figure that 
this is the psychological time to 
have the sales contract signed and 
make the piano a permanent piece 
of furniture in the home. 

The high-pressure sales engineer 
who doped out the plan claims that 
60% of the pianos going out under 
this method will remain sold. 


BEST SELLERS 
MUSIC NOW 
WITH BIZ OFF 


Music biz still kinda offiish but 
now seasonally expected, whereas 
the slump hit the trade too quick 
two months ago. 

Extraordinary commentary on the 
best sellers is that “Springtime in 


the Rockies” (Moret), “Dancing 
With Tears in My Eyes” (Wit- 
mark), “Stein Song” (Fischer) and 
“If I Had a Gir] Like You” (Feist) 
are not picture songs. 


‘I’m In the Market For You” 
(Red Star), “It Happened in Mon- 
terey” (Feist), ‘Moon Is Low” 
(Robbins), “You Brought a New 
Kind of Love to Me” (Famous), 
“Under a Texas Moon” (Remick) 
and “Blue Is the Night” (Robbins) 
are among the film song sellers, ~ 


Tin Pan Alley’s curious ups and 
downs are manifested anew by 
these and other good sellers herein 
listed. 

It shows how Robbins, a second- 
class publisher, is now in the big 
league division, although latterly 
not as sensational as when the 
Brown-Freed combination was hit- 
ting on all six last fall with “Pagan 
Love Song,’ “Broadway Melody” 
score, “Hollywood Revue” et al. 

DeSylva, Brown & Henderson is 
not important at the moment, hav- 
ing but few sellers and these not 
particularly outstanding. Shapiro- 
Bernstein, after a period of consid- 
erable ennui, now seems to be step- 
ping out with “Exactly Like You” 
and “Sunny Side of the Street,” the 
highly popular McHugh-Fields’ 
songs from Leslie’s “International 
Revue.” 


Feist’s 2 Best 
for a time in a state of 
lethargy because of its non-film 
connections, now, with many af- 
filiations, is stepping out again with 
a strictly popular song catalog. 


Feist, 


Although ‘Monterey,” from _ the 
Paul Whiteman picture, is one of 
Feist’s two best sellers, “If I Had 


a Girl Like You” is strictly a pop 
song; ditto, “Song Without a 
Name,” “Around the Corner,” Kitty 
From Kansas City” and “Down the 
River of Golden Dreams.” Once 
again manifesting the paradox of 
the music biz. 

Feist’s NBC affiliations as a sub- 
sidiary of Radio Musie Co. prob- 
ably figures as the favorable ele- 
ment for this firm, along with Carl 
Fischer’s “Stein Song,” were heav- 
ily plugged on the NBC. So much 
so the Warner group of publishers 
and Metro-Robbins and the rest 
have not been secretive in their ire 
against NBC’s alleged favoritism 
toward the Feist, Fischer and Da- 


Australian Skeptics 


An Australian publisher in 
New York was telling how 
none of the music men over 
there takes his American af- 
filiations seriously on music 
sales, judging everything from 
“Variety’s’ summaries of best 
sellers. One pub didn’t believe 
“Stein Song” was what it was 
until ‘‘Variety’s” survey made 
him resurrect the song from 
the usual publications for- 
warded to them. 

Australian song sales of hits 
now average around 60,000, 
deemed very good. Record is 
180,000 sales on “Vill We Meet 
Again,” not bad _ considering 
the Antipodean territory of 
6,500,000 population in Aus- 
tralia and 1,500,000 in New 
Zealand. 

Australian music tastes are 
analogous to America’s sing- 
ing about the Swanee and 
Tennessee, etc., in the same 
manner. 

Also strong for picture songs 
and now the only things pub- 
lished there. 


Music Wants Recognition 
In Motion Picture Academy 


Hollywood, July 1. 

A committee of five representing 
the musical Lranch of the motion 
picture industry met at a luncheon 
in the Roosevelt hotel last week to 
discuss a plan of procedure for de- 
manding recognition in the Acad- 
emy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences. 


A resolution was passed to secure 
25 names, representative of each 
phase of the music profession now 
engaged in the actual production of 
pictures. Upon completion of this, 
the application to create a branch 
for the musicians and composers 
will be submitted to the academy 
for acceptance. 

Those attending the initial meet- 
ing were Hugo Riesenfeld, musical 
director at United Artists; Josiah 
Zurro, musical director at Pathe; 
Nat Finston, in charge of all music 
at Paramount; David Mendoza and 


L. Wolfe Gilbert of the Warner- 
First National studios. 
vis-Coots-Engel publications, the 


latter now being an NBS ally. 

DeSylva, Brown & Henderson’s 
slump is unexplainable, excepting 
that maybe Bobby Crawford’s for- 
saking of his active charge of his 
biz to become a sort of executive 
assistant to Jack L. Warner might 
have something to do with it. 
Perhaps the songs weren't there. 

Too Individualistic 

The forging to the front of cer- 
tain music firms which still have 
personalities at the helm is the 
topic of conversation currently to 
the effect the music biz is still so 
peculiar unto itself it really can- 
not be made a Big Business and 
operated along corporate lines. 

Result is that now, with the more 
or less abstract Warners and 
Metros and Paramounts and RCA’s 
and the like as the fountain-head of 
the music biz, the personal element 
is out. The old heads are now re- 
porting to still another higher-up. 

Best Sellers 

Remick has “Telling It to the 
Daisies” as mong the best sellers. 
Others are: Santly, “Give Yourself 
a Pat on the Back”; Harry Bloom, 
forced into business for himself 
literally through Berlin’s cutting 
down, has “My Heart Belongs to 
the Girl,” quite popular now in the 


east; DeSylva has “I Remember 
You From Somewhere” and “Cot- 
tage for Sale’; Berlin’s “Swingin’ 


in a Hammock” and “There’s Dan- 
ger in Your Eyes, Cherie”; Donald- 
son has “Lazy Lousiana Moon.” 


Los Angeles, June 17. 


Heavy competition among good 
numbers against a background of 
sluggish business in both sheet 
musie and phonograph discs during 
May saw numerous tunes work their 
way into the first 10, only to take a 
nose dive the following week. 
“Happy Days Are Here Again,” 
holding number one spot here longer 
than any other song, managed to 
string along with the first 10 until 
the last two weeks in May, when it 
became completely forgotten as far 
as a leader. OthersS that came and 
passed from the first 10 during the 
month are “Sweeping the Clowds 


Away,” “Never Dreamt You Were 
Meant for Me,” “Danger in Your 
Eyes, Cherie,” “With You,” “Song 


of the Dawn,” “Woman in the Shoe” 


and “Sing You Sinners,” 


Songwriters Now Want 
Royalties on Broadcast 


Of Disk Performances 


Budapest, June 10. 

One congress follows another in 
Budapest. The big meeting of Dra- 
matic Authors searcely over, it was 
followed by that of the Interna- 
tional Literary and Artistic Society 
(Societe Internationale Litteraire et 
Artistique), which went over the 
same subjects again and tried to 
find a legal form for the authors’ 
demand for motion picture royal- 
ties. This society consists mainly 
of lawyers and business men spe- 
cializing in the show business. An 
interesting question that found no 
definite solution is the gramophone 
record royalty problem. Authors 
get a royalty on each disk sold. 
They now demand separate royalties 
for public performances of these 
records. Their point is that, al- 
though they get their royalty after 
every copy of sheet music sold, yet 
they get paid again after public re- 
citals of their music and _ lyrics. 
The same should apply to perform- 
ances of gramophone records. 


This is of added importance in 
Europe, where broadcasting pro- 
grams so often include gramophone 
recitals. Advertising over the radio 
is not done here. Radio owners 
subscribe a small sum monthly— 
le., pay for the permission to own 
a radio. In return the broadcasting 
societies are supposed to provide a 
valuable program. Records costing 
less than performing artists, the 
former are greatly in evidence, 
especially in the morning hours. 
Authors now propose to stop this. 


An achievement of the Budapest 
congress is that Yougoslavia joined 
the Berne convention and proposes 
to pay authors’ royalties in the 
future, which it has so far refrained 
from doing. 


Another achievement was that 
the authors and producers had the 
time of their lives; also “afternoon 
tea,” on which occasion some 300 
litres of Hungarian wines were con- 
sumed at the State Wine Cellars in 
Budafok. 


FILMS LOSING FREE AD 
VIA RADIO THEME SONG 


Except through their own hours, 
picture companies are becoming 
concerned over the diminishing 
“free” advertising gesture to talk- 
ers through songs from them on 
the air and other mediums where 
benefit of an announcement pre- 
viously acted as a good plug for pic- 
tures. 

On the radio, the novelty of 
theme songs from this or that pro- 
duction is wearing off, with pic- 
ture producers noting the need of 
stronger exploitation. 

Most of the organists now also 
fail to identify songs thrown on 
the screen, whether out of talkers 
or not, this occuring even in tre 
circuits of the big producers want- 
ing the plug. 

When film songs were given im- 
measurable impetus through their 
identification, the picture from 
which they came also benefited at 
the same time. 

Radio advertisers now figure the 
picture people are getting too much 
of a free plug. 


Bands in Court Over 


Biltmore Trio Member 


Los Angeles, July 1. 

Superior Court approved a con- 
tract whereby 19-year-old Eddie 
Bush would work as entertainer 
with the Ambassador Hotel’s Cocoa- 
nut Grove orchestra for $225 a week. 

Today (Tuesday) the court is 
hearing a petition from Earl Burt- 
nett, manager of the Biltmore Ho- 
tel’s orchestra, asking that approval 
be withdrawn from that contract 
and given instead to his agreement 
with Bush, calling for $175 a week. 
3ush was 21, or said he was, when 
he signed a two-year contract with 
Burtnett in April. 
Burtnett’s contract with the Bilt- 
more specifically calls for Bush's 
appearance with the Biltmore Trio. 


Revue Featuring Bernie 
Los Angeles, July 1. 
Franklin Warner dickering 
with Ben Bernie for the production 
of a musical show at the Mayan 
theatre here early in the fall. 
Piece would be a revue with 


Bernie and his band featured. 


CRYING 


BEST BUYERS 


Hollywood, July 1. 
Song writers, here to get in pic- 
tures but still on the loose, are all 
trying their hands at writing semi- 
classical ballads. New yen is in- 
spired by the royalty returns of 
the non-pop songs. 
Boys all claim that the way pop 
numbers are plugged the royalty 
is nothing to rave about. With the 
tunes getting old over night, there 
is little chance of the writers buy- 
ing a Rolls Royce. 
On the other hand, the semi-class 
numbers are being built up con- 
tinually and writers are pointing 
out a number of songs which were 
written five and six years ago and 
still getting a play over the music 
counters. Radio has had a great 
deal to do with keeping the old 
songs alive, especially on the west 
coast, where smart songs fall on 
deaf ears. 
Best example of a maudlin’ tune 
getting big dough in recent years 
is “Springtime in the Rockies.” 
Piece was first introduced at the 
Mormon musical festival at Salt 
Lake City last year. Plugged lo- 
cally by a radio team, it caught 
on and is stilt among the list of 
best sellers. 

Coast radio is all for the tunes 
made popular by Kentucky and 
Ozark mountaineers. The louder 
the whine the bigger the success, 


RED STAR FOREIGN 
DISTRIBUTION DEALS 


Hollywood, July 1. 

While on the coast conferring 
with Fox studio executives, Pat 
Flaherty closed a deal by wire with 
Campbell-Connelly, Ltd., of London 
for distribution rights to the Red 
Star catalog in France, Spain, Bel- 
gium, Italy and Portugal. A similar 
deal was also closed with B. Davis 
of Sidney. Australia for the dis- 
tribution rights in Australia. 

Circulation rights in Germany, 
Central Europe and South Amer- 
ican territories are now in the 
process of negotiation and are ex- 
pected to be completed next week. 

While on the coast Flaherty also 
completed the organization of the 
Red Star West Coast office by add- 
ing Harry Hume to the staff. Hume 
will share the responsibility of the 
office with Herman Schenck, man- 
ager, and will be assigned to con- 
tacts. 

In addition to Hume, Jack Reed 
has been employed to represent the 
Red Star catalog in San Francisco 
under the supervision of Schenck, 


When Dough Is Needed 
Bowl Goes Hoi Polloi 


Hollywood, July 1. 

With 20,900 seats in the open- 
air to fill, the Hollywood Bowl as- 
sociation is going after the low 
brow trade at two bits a throw. 
Heretofore the principal plug for 
its yearly season of 32 symphony 
concerts has been aimed at the 
society and high hat group, but 
with the red ink of previous sea- 
sons staring it in the face, the as- 
sociation is emphasizing a cut rate 
policy to get in the hoi polloi. 

Until this season the bowl con- 
certs have been handled mostly by 


representatives of so-called Los 
Angeles society. A new shuffle 
after the season closed last year 


has the business handled by a chap 
who was formerly in charge of 
music for the Los Angeles play- 
grounds. 


INTERNATIONAL SONG FEST 
Paris, June 20, 
Loud speakers, enabling the audi- 
ence to hear perfectly from all 
points of an ancient open-air sta- 
dium built by the Romans, will be 
a feature unforeseen by the archi- 
tects of 17 centuries ago, when on 
July 6 an International Singing 
Competition takes place. 
Russia, Hungary, Armenia, Swe- 
den and Switzerland will be repre- 
sented by choruses in national cos- 
tumes, Each nation will be given 
15 minutes to sing. 


Week to Week 
Hollywood, July 1. 
David Broeckman’s contract as 
general studio musical director at 
Universal has expired. 
He remains on the lot on a week 


to week basis. 
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By Bill 


Hollywood, June 26. 

While a majority of music pub- 
lishers employ the method of pick- 
ing a possible hit number, then 
backing it to the limit in hope that 
it will bear out their prediction, 
Famous, like Harms, sits back and 
waits for the public to nibble on a 
number and then starts the cam- 
paign. The latter seems to be most 
practical and economical in this 
— stage of the music mar- 

et. 

The days of one man or a small 
group of men being able to deter- 
mine what the public will accept in 
the way of a popular song is past. 
However, there is another way al- 
most equally as conservative and 
positive as waiting for the public 
to determine a hit tune, and that 
is the policy which Vilet-Moret has 
carried out for so many years and 
found to be the most accurate. In- 
stead of having one or two minds 
pass on the merit of a new manu- 
script, they submit mimeographed 
copies of the tune to their represen- 
tatives throughout the country, who 
in turn try it out on the profession 
to get a general reaction before it 
goes into print. 

If, by this time a new tune is 
unanimously accepted, there is little 
speculation left as to its ultimate 
popularity. 


Universal, like First National, is 
using its musical force for creation 
of popular tunes while picture songs 
are at their lowest ebb since the 
gold rush. Bernie Grossman and 
Lou Handman have already turned 
out four which the Handman- 
Goodman-Universal publishing 
house will plug heavily. Titles are: 
“When They Merge Mazeltoff With 
the Wearing of the Green,” ““‘Wonder 
Where My Cinderella Can _ Be,” 
“Let's Get on the Merry-Go-Round” 
and “Do-ya, Don’t-cha, Won't-cha,” 


Check-up on the 16 best sellers 
for the week ending June 26, col- 
lated from reports of Los Angeles 
jobbers and leading retail stores, 
shows seven pop numbers as against 
seven picture songs and two from 
stage productions. The line-up in 
order of sales for the week shows: 

y» “Dancing With Tears in My Eyes” 
(pop); “The Stein Song” (pop); “It 
Happened in Monterey” (“King of 
Jazz,” U); “Springtime in the 
Rockies” (pop); “You Brought a 
New Kind of Love” (“Big Pond,” 
Par): “When the Bloom Is on the 
Sage” (pop); “My Future Just 


Along the Coast 


Swigart 


Passed” (Safety in Numbers,” Par): 
“I Love You So Much” (Cuckoos,” 
Radio); “I’m in the Market for You” 
(“High Society Blues,” Fox); “Ex- 
actly Like You” (“Leslie Revue’’); 
“So Beats My Heart” (“Rah Rah 
Daze,” Show); “Moon Is_ Low” 
(“Montana Moon,” M-G); “Singing 
a Song to the Stars” (“Way Out 
West,” M-G); “Cottage for Sale” 
(pop); “New England Moon” (pop), 
and “Moonlight on the Colorado” 
(pop). 


Contrary to a tradition that dates 
back to long before Gilbert and 
Sullivan united in the creation of 
musical scores and operettas, Par- 
amount doesn’t believe in recog- 
nizing permanent songwriting teams, 
but wants its staff to be so flexible 
that it can assign any lyric writer 
with a melody writer and vice-versa 
and get the maximum results. So 
far the system has not worked to 
where the split teams of long stand- 
ing have achieved anything out- 


standing. What would happen if 
anyone attempted to split such 
combos as DeSylva, Brown and 


Henderson, Rodgers and Hart, Kern 
and Harbach, Hammerstein and 
Romberg, the Gershwins or Kalmar 
and Ruby? 


Bootleggers, tailors, diamond mer- 
chants, insurance agents, club mem- 
bership and automobile salesmen, 
building and loan’ sharks, bona 
salesmen and most any other kind 
of a peddler in the get-rick-quick 
racket have such an “in” at the 
studios their presence is annoying 
songwriters trying to do a day’s 
work at the studio. 

Unless the office door is locked, 
these pests enter and unload a sales 
talk before the boys have a chance 
to say “not interested.” 


Frank Albert, said to be the most 
extensive music publisher in Aus- 
tralia, is stopping here a few weeks 
before continuing a world tour of 
business and pleasure...Sam Perry 
is writing the score and incidental 
music for Universal's latest 12-epi- 
sode serial, “The Indians Are Com- 
ing.”...Titles of the new songs to 
be used in “Red Sky” (Fox), and 
authored by James Hanley and Jo- 
seph McCarthy, are: “Around My 
Kingdom Door,” “Red Sky,” ‘Whis- 
pered to the Whispering Pines,” 
“ hat’s the Use of Living Withcut 
Love?” and “Pick Yourself Up, 
Brush Yourself Off and Start All 
Over Again”...William Kernell, who 
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(Universal Picture) 
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R-K-O Entertainers 
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Doc Peyton orchestra, which re- 
cently closed at the New Kenmore 
hotel, Albany, will be at Riley’s, 
during the Saratoga racing season. 
Peyton’s orchestra is now at Geneva 
Lake, Ohio, although the leader is 
confined to an Albany hospital with 
a nervous breakdown, but expected 
to leave soon. 


plays one of the few lone hands at 
writing both lyrics and musit on the 
coast, is furnishing the numbers for 
Rube Goldberg’s “Soup to Nuts,” at 
Fox...Grace Henry and Morris 
Hamilton returned to New York last 
week after finishing the score for 
one picture at Fox...Eddie Ward 
will also depart for the east soon. 
He just completed 18 months as a 
staff melody writer at the Warner 
Fi :st National studios. Under a new 
agreement, Larry Shay is about to 
start on his second year as director 
of vocal ensembles for all M-G pic- 
tures, 


A $50,000 home now under con- 
struction in Beverly Hills for Earl 
Burtnett has been paid for by pic- 
tures, radio and phonograph records, 
In addition to making on an average 
of five recordings each month, Burt- 
nett receives a three-way check 
from picture work, radio broadcast- 
ing and the usual meal ticket that 
comes from the Biltmore supper 
room, where he plays six nights a 
week. Burtnett’s is the first organ- 
ized jazz band to record for pic- 
tures. The picture was “Broadway 
Melody,” and since that time he has 
appeared in more than 27 feature 
productions produced by nine major 
producing organizations. 


Max Ferr’s contract with Para- 
mount as assistant to Nat Finston 
will expire July 23, with no reser- 
vations at this time to renew from 
either party. The musical executive 
has no definite plans for the future. 


Another change in the music per- 
sonnel of United Artists is expected 
to be concluded any day in the case 
of Dr. Hugo Riesenfeld, who, as mu- 
sical director of the studio, is nego- 
tiating other offers. His contract 
with UA has seven more months to 
go but, due to present curtailment of 
musical productions at this studio, 
he can get a release without protest. 


HOFBRAU B’WAY RULED 
BELOW SCALE BY A. F. M. 


Janssen’s Hofbrau, at Broadway 
at 52nd street, New York, has been 
ruled “restricted territory” for 
bands by the American Federation 
of Musicians whose ruling is that 
no out of town bands be permitted 
to work there; only New York 
bands. 

Decision was handed down by 
the A. F. M., which alleges that Joe 
Frasetto, an out-of-town band, 
worked there below union scale. 
Frasetto was at the Hofbrau un- 
til two weeks ago, when the A. F. 
M. passed the ruling and Frasetto’s 
engagement was cut short, with 
Martin Beck following him in. 


Fox Coast Houses Will 
Try Lobby Music Counters 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Fox West Coast is getting ready 
to launch music counters in the 
lobbies of five of its local theatres. 
If the experiment pans out the sheet 
sale sources will be extended around 
the circuit. 

Move is to not only offset this 
Publix habit but to also give battle 
to the retail music counters which 
Warners has acquired across the 
country. Both the Red Star (Fox) 
and the Robbins (Metro) songs will 
get the edge in the Fox foyers. 

Houses named as inaugurating 
this West Coast move are the Pan- 
tages, Chinese, Egyptian, State and 
Criterion. 


Suspended Sentence for 
Pirated Song Seller 


Joseph Dawson, 17, clerk, of 2668 
Kenmore place, was given a sus- 
pended sentence in Special Sessions 
after pleading guilty to selling the 
words to a copyrighted song with- 
out the permission of the owners. 

It was the second case in Special 
Sessions since the recent drive was 
started by the music publishers 
against the unlawful sale of copy- 
righted songs. 

The arrest of Dawson occurred 
June 12 in front of 1501 Broadway 
after Paul L. Fischoff, representing 
the publishers, had bought from 
Dawson the words of Irving Ber- 
lin’s song entitled “Love.” 


Schwartz Counter Super 
Hollywood, July 1. 

In addition to action as Coast 
representative for M. Witmark and 
Sons, Art Schwartz hes been ap- 
pointed western representative of 
Music Sales Corp., and Canadian 
Music Sales Corp., Ltd. 

The additional responsibility en- 
tails supervision of about 40 retail 
music counters recently acquired 
by Music Sales Corp., along the 
Pacific Slope. 


Disk Reviews 
By BOB LANDRY 


While radio digs back into the 
past for pop numbers to revive or 
exploit or merely fill in and break 
the monotony of constant repetition 
of current stuff the mechanicals are 
increasingly doing the same. 

Quite often nowadays a disc has 
one of the latest outpourings of 
jazzland backed by a hit of eight 
years ago. This causes close scru- 
tiny of the label and a _ suspicion, 
probably without basis, that its a 
re-pressing from a departed master. 
Since in the sale of records psy- 
chology plays an important part in 
the music shop it might be well to 
ponder the confusion to the lay mind 
in hearing on a new record an old 
and dimly recalled hit of yesteryear. 
There is a quality about many pop 
songs that, once forgotten, the ear 
doesn't particularly welcome a new 
hearing. It’s on the principle ot 
having had too much mince pie with 
future smells recalling a _ faint 
nausea. 

On the other hand some pops al- 
most, if not quite, have won a list- 
ing among the standards and will be 
welcomed as old friends. It un- 
questionably works both ways but 
with revivals always hazardous. 

J. Ramsay MacDonald 
(Columbia 1272) A canned speech 
on Robert Burns, the Scotch poet, 
by the prime minister of Great 
Britain may be regarded without 
argument as a curio. For the cul- 
tivated minority this 12-incher will 
be pleasant and possibly ~timulat- 
ing. As a lesson in beautiful diction 
and clear speech it is fit to be a 
teacher’s model. Americans, need- 
less to add, are not accustomed to 
such erudite and scholarly politi- 
cians. 

Hal Kemp 


(Brunswick 4805) Noisy and un- 
impressive are “Washing the Blues 
from my Soul” and “I Know You 
from Somewhere.”’ 

Chester Gaylord 
(Brunswick 4819) A very ordinary 
recording mates “Down the River of 
Golden Dreams” with “If I Had a 
Girl Like You.” 

Anson Weeks 
(Columbia 2211) An attractive 
couplet combines “If I Had” with 
“Ro-Ro-Rolling Along,” a near-hit 
from a picture released by Rayart, 
one of the state righting indie film 
producers. 
Ben Selvin 
(Columbia 2206) There’s no quar- 
reling with the facts. “Springtime 
in the Rockies” is a hit. Why it’s 
described in the trade as a freak is 
re-illuminated by this latest sample. 
“Dancing with Tears in My Eyes” 
reverses. 
Guy Lombardo 
(Columbia 2205) Since coming to 
New York from Chicago this band, 
specializing on fancy orchestrations, 
has been astonishingly active. They 
seem to record at the rate of two 
discs a week. “Sing a Song to the 
Stars” is prettily backed by “Be 
Careful with Those Eyes.” 
Irving Kaufman 
(Okeh 41412) An experienced wax- 
man, Kaufman is perfectly equipped 
with the two Al Jolson numbers, 
“Let Me Sing and I’m Happy” and 
“To My Mammy.” It provides good 
listening. 
Tom Clines 
(Brunswick 4813) ‘‘Be Careful with 
Those Eyes” and ‘Wasn't It Nice.” 
The latter title suggests a punning 
negative for the record. 
Tom Gerun 
(Brunswick 4829) “Absence Makes 
the Heart Grow Fonder,” just fair, 
is mated with “Around the Corner,” 
a dandy number. 
Jack Smith 
(Victor 22443) He of the confiden- 
tial baritone whispers “Where Can 
You Be” and “You May Not Like It” 
from “Cheer Up and Smile” (Fox). 
On a first hearing neither qualifies 
as better than third-rate tune- 
smithing. 
Jim Miller-Chas. Farrell 
Walter Donaldson, once unerring 
at concocting hits, has been unfor- 
tunate in the last season or so. And 
it is an official guess that “There’s 
a Wah-Wah Girl in Aqua Caliente” 
will flounder. Too tough a title 
without enough melodic or lyric 
novelty to square the strange locale. 
Miller and Farrell, ivory masseurs, 
have better material in “Cheer Up,” 
a Pollyanna prayer on the stock 
market and such things. 
Roger Wolfe Kahn 
(Brunswick 4842-4811). The sky 
pilot splits even on a double-header 
getting nice results on “Exactly 
Like You” and “Sunny Side of 
Street,” and being blanked by a 
couple of minor melodies from “In 
Gay Madrid.” To wit, “Into My 
Heart” and “Dark Night.” 
Will Osborne 
(Columbia 2212). Crooning sounds 
a lot better when the numbers are 
more inherently adapted to the 


style than “Down the River of 
Golden Dreams” and “Song Without 
a Name.” 

But Osborne is doing all right 
lately. 

Roy Smeck Trio 

(Okeh 41426). Classifying broad. 
ly with Hawaiian recordings, only 
better, Smeck’s ensemble insert con- 
siderable warmth into “Telling It to 
the Daisies” and “I Never Dreamt.” 

Joe Moss 

(Brunswick 4802). Hotel Astor 
orchestra has a nice idea of dance 
tempo with this couplet “Ro-Ro- 
Rolling Along” and “Nobody Cares” 


very neat. 
Freddie Rose 
(Brunswick 4815). Nobody will 
miss “Promises” and “What Kind 
of People Are You?” 
Latter is fair but record is entire- 
ly insignificent. 
Tom Clines 
(Brunswick 4814). “You For Me” 
from a Tiffany picture, “Sunny 
Skies,” is backed by “You Darling.” 
Dull. 
Grace Hayes 
(Victor 22388). From “King of 
Jazz,” the vaudeville single offers 
“I Like to Do Things For You” and 
“My Lover.” Pretty good listening 


in toto. 
Jack Pettis 

(Okeh 41410). Pettis is a bands- 
man who seems to be “in” on all 
the selections he plays. He is cred- 
ited on “Bag o’ Blues” and “Bugle 
Call Rag” in both instances with a 
different set of collaborators. 

Unlikely that the split will be 
large as both sides are strictly so-so. 

Eugene Ormandy 

(Okeh 41408). Radio maestro 
playes “The Verdict Is Life” while 
the Carlina Club Orchestra reverses 
with an old timer, “Can’t Yo Hear 
Me Calling?” 

Fairly good on both counts. 


ELLINGTON’S DANCE TOUR 


Duke Ellington and band are on 
a series of dance dates en route to 
the west coast, set for the R-K-O 
“Amos ’n’ Andy” talker. 

Ellington’s band at the Cotton 
Club has been replaced by the Mis- 
sourians. 


Berlin’s Buy 


Berlin, Inc., has taken over from 
Al Nyeberg, an independent Phila- 
delphia writer-publisher, “Confess- 
ing I Love You,” written by him- 
self. 

George Joy paid Nyeberg $3,500 
advance on the song. 


A CHOP HOUSE 
OF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 


East ef Broadway ——— 


VETERANS OF 
VERSATILITY 
IRVING AARONSON AND HIS 
COMMANDERS 
now at the Granada Cafe, Chi- 
cago, and broadcasting via the 

Columbia System, 
One of the prime reasons for 


this organization’s preeminence 


among entertaining orchestras is 


its famous leader’s choice of 


tunes. For example: 


“THE MOON JS LOW” 
“SINGING A eon TO THE 


STA 

“CHEER UP, GOOD TIMES 
ARE COMIN” 

“BLUE IS THE NIGHT 


| Music Corporat 


“Give Yourself a Pat on the Back,” 


“‘Anchers Aweigh." 
WABC every Saturday durin 
i | 


and JESSE CRAWFORD 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE, NEW YORK, playing 


“G “The Moon ts Low,’”’ “Th 
‘t’m Dancing with Tears in My Eyes,” “You Brought a Bn 


PARAMOUNT-PUBLIX HOUR: Sunday from 8:20 to 6:45 
onday from 10:30 to tf P. 


Song Without a Name." 
Kind of Leve to Me, 


M.—Victor Records 
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RADIO RAMBLES 


By Abel Green 


These, usually the dog days, this 
summer finds more radio com- 
mercials remaining on the air in- 


stead of signing off over the hot 
months as heretofore. The unin- 
terrupted radio representation and 
the year-round association of a 
certain hour of a certain day on a 
certain station with a certain na- 
tional advertiser is the big idea back 
of it, of course. 


As a result, the ether programs 
are pretty good, or at least as good 
as has been the standard up until 
now. 

Actually, there is nothing partic- 
ularly noteworthy to comment upon. 
Will Rogers’ reversal of form into 
a radio clicker is among the more 
pleasant trends to sustain the value 
of “names” for the air. It started 
with the Boston broadcast a fort- 
night ago when a visible audience 
was in the studio while the cowboy 
comedian was spieling and his re- 
action to the invited audience re- 
flected itself more favorably via 
ether, for Rogers is not a script 
comedian. He is as naturally ad lib 
as if addressing the millions in per- 
son instead of via microphone and 
his own reaction to the audience’s 
timing of his laughs made for a 
much better program. 


Unlike Rogers, Marie Cahill ran 
true to the average form of stage 
personalities, meaning little on the 
ether. 


Radio as a propaganda medium 
for the living musician is a regular 
Sunday afternoon trick from WAAT, 
Newark, under American Federation 
of Musicians’ auspices, with some 
A. F. M. officials addressing every 
week. One of the local’s vice-presi- 
dents, Joseph Levy, with an ob- 
viously prepared acdress, employed 
a jazz band from Arrowhead Inn to 
demonstrate the advantages of the 
“living musician” over the alleged 
sound-recorded octupus, as he call- 
ed it, now dominating the cinemas. 

Slipping Paul the Works 

Paul Whiteman must feel great at 
N. T. Grunlund’s association of him- 
self as “The King of Jazz” with 
Florence Richardson as “The Queen 
of Jazz,”’ and thusly coupled in the 
nightly broadcasts over WMCA 
from Hollywood Gardens, Pelham, 
N. Y. While Whiteman is off the 
air, retaining his broadcast values 
for some commercial as in the past 
with Old Gold, N: T. G. takes ad- 
vantage at the conclusion of the 
pretty poor Richardson jazz to an- 
nounce “that’s the other orchestra 
now,” which ‘s muffled for N. T. G.’s 
ballyhooing spiel, but at the same 
time quite a few minutes of White- 
manesque is on the air, without 
Pau! probably realizing it. White- 
man also made a little speech at the 
announcer’s request. The Richard- 
son band is otherwise an all-male 
aggregation which the NBC slap- 
ped together and it’s nothing to 
brag about. And unfortunately for 
herself, Miss Richardson can’t lead. 

Joe Schuster and Arthur Richard- 
son’s effective pianolog, including 
“Dancing With Tears in My Eyes,” 
reminds that this is one of the out- 
standing broadcast numbers. A sob 
ballad, it’s different from the con- 
temporaneous pop stuff and for that 
reason the best eastern seller at 
the moment. ‘Moon Is Low,” “Stein 
Song,” “Anchors Aweigh,” “Kansas 
City Kitty” and “If I Had a Girl 
Like You” continue among the most 
Played current pops. 

Dandies of Yesterday, male quar- 
tet, comprising Harold’ Branch, 
Steele Jamison, Edward Wolter and 
Earl Waldo, were a neat early eve- 
ning interlude, doing old-time bal- 
lads in appealing fashion. 

B. A. Rolfe’s Lucky Strike hour 
remains true to form, including 
many familiar pop releases, but 
lent distinction under the Rolfe or- 
chestration and performance. This 
is part of the cigaret company’s 
idea that the numbers must be 
Popularly appealing and the verses 
must be as familiar to the masses 
as the choruses, hence, only after 


extensive popularization, can this be 
realized. 
Organ Music 

Organ music carries exccllently 

ana now there are quite a few con- 
ecle features on the air where ivur- 
merly only a Lew White or an Emil 
Velazsco gave out such type of 
stuff. Ann Leaf over CBS with ber 
midnight and thereafter programs 
is consistently good, etherizing from 
the Paramount organ studios. 
: White on NBC does early morn- 
ping frolics and repeats through the 
day as occasion demands. He is 
quite extensively on the air. 

Preceding Miss Leaf, Will Os- 
borne’s croon-jazz stuff was caught 
and its suggestion of the Vallee 
school is immediate. 

Among the bands, Ray O’Hara 
from the Hotel Governor Clinton; 
Joe Morgan’s Palais d@’Or jazz; Guy 
Lombardo from the Pavillon Royal; 
Vincent Lopez from the St. Regis, 
as distinguished as ever, with a 
classy style of number announce- 
ments all his own; Del Lampe and 
Dan Russo’s orchestra in NEC and 
CBS remote control hook-up from 
Chicago respectively; the torrid 
Cotton Club (no longer Duke Elling- 
ton’s but just as good jazz) on 
WABC; Phil Spitalny’s consistently 
melodic syncopation from the Hotel 
Pennsylvania; the dinner dance 
programs by Alexander’ Draisen 
from the Hotel Astor; Leo Reisman 
from the Central Park Casino; and 
a new combination headed by Fred 
Culley, and on an NBC hook-up 
from the Hotel Royal York, Torcnto, 
all are among the outstarding and 
standard dance orchestras regularly 
on the air. 

Say what one will, the average 
radio fan prefers a straight dance 
combo than anything else. The 
practical side for this figures. Aver- 
age household turns a band on 
and either devotes its time to din- 
ner or reading a paper, or having 
a cocktail or just a chinfest, none 
of which elements favor atrention 
to any lyrics or dialug. It is all the 
more surprising therefore thut some 
outstanding feature like an Amos 
’n Andy happens along and liter- 
ally silences thousands upon thou- 
sands of persons who, for 15 min- 
utes, are muted in their strict at- 
tention to the dialectic dialog. 


Standouts 
Among other highlights on the air 
are Welcome Lewis with her 


comedy pop stuff; Jessica Dragon- 
ette’s charming vocal numbers on 
the Cities Service hour; Grantland 
Rice interviewing “Mickey” Coch- 
rane, the backstop, on the Coca 
Cola program; Peter Van Steeden’s 
charming music from Whyte’s &th 
avenue restaurant; Ludwig Laur- 
ier’s Black and Gold Room concert 
music just preceding over WEAF; 
Larry Funk’s consistenly pleasing 
Band of a Thousand Melodies of 
afternoons over NBC network; Joe 
White, now billed by name, as the 
Silver Masked Tenor, with the mys- 
tery element not so important, do- 
ing 15 minutes of pop tenoring, sans 
the Silvertown Cord Cichestra, now 
no more. 
Early in the Morning 

Sunday mornings, as early as 8 
a. m., Lew White is organloging and 
on week-days as early as 7:30 a. m. 
a dance orchestra does its stuff for 
the eastern listeners-in and then 
repeats itself one hour tater to co- 
incide with midwestern time. Jolly 
Bill and Jane at 7:45 a. m. are do- 
ing their kid stuff and so on through 
the morning, with repetiiions to co- 
incide with the other half of a split 
network, pollyanna stuff, Quaker 
breakfast products, “mouth health” 
spielers and the like hold sway. 

The morning and evening are 
pretty well taken care of commer- 
cially. It’s the afternoon “time” 
that can’t be sold so fully for obvi- 
ous reasons of a division of inter- 
est. Hence the sustaining programs 
are costing the _ stations more 
and more—so they say, and it’s 
readily believeable—in order to 
maintain a par with the regular 


commercial programs. 


Spingold Given Charge of 
Morris Office’s Radio Dept. 


Harry W. Spingold, former R-K-O 
agent, is now in charge of the Wil- 
liam Morris agency’s radio depart- 
ment. Spingold is a pioneer in 
commercial radio with an unusual 
knowledge of the peculiar radio 
showmanship through three 
years’ association with WGN, the 
Chicago “Tribune” station, of which 
he was general director. . 

Spingold’s job will be program 
plotting for advertisers who'll book 
their talent through the Morris of- 
fice on a unit basis with the Mor- 
ris agency to worry wholly about 
the complete program. 

Abe Lastfogel is also actively 
supervising this department. 


Society’s Split 


Although the A. S. C. A. P.’s 


“melon” cut, which are the royalties 


distributed quarter annually to its 


author and composer members, was 
not to be decided until late yester- 
day (Tuesday) or today, it is re- 
ported 


as distributed for 
three-month period. 


Here and There 


Maurie Sherman band closed June 
28 at the College Inn, Chicago. Now 


the previous 


on one-night stand barnstorming 


tour, 


Club Abbey Croonaders 
Sully), 


WMCA commencing June 27. 


Eddie Varzos band closed at the 
Uptown Village, Chicago, June 28. 
Hobbs-Fox band replaced. 


Don Bestor band opened July 1 at 
the Convention Hall, Atlantic City. 


Charlie Dowski, former bandman, 
after overhauled by the Drs. Mayo at 
is 
now in the golf supply biz at 1819 


their Rochester, Minn., clinic, 


Broadway, New York. 


Bill Dehey orchestra at McKown’s 


Grove, outside Albany, N. Y. 


Jerry Vogel 


known members in the industry. 


PARISIAN FRONT 


(Continued from Page 61) 


good.. They are about the best ac- 
robatic dancers in Paris at the 
moment, matching up with Stone 
and Vernon (at the Ambassadeurs) 
perhaps. The Carlos-Chita act goes 
directly to the Casino de Paris when 
they’re finished at the Empire. This 
is unusual as doubling is rare in 
Paris. 
Social Stuff 


Lucille Benstead’s brother was at 
Fred Payne’s Bar the other night. 
Payne’s bar is the actors’ hangout 
right next to the theatre Pigalle. 
Geoffrey Benstead just got married 
to Gladys Fleming, an English ac- 
tress. They were here on their hon- 
eymoon, and now that that’s over, 
Benstead is going to get to work on 
a new picture in London. 

Elsa Maxwell’s big party is 
like the masquerade she gave in 
New York last winter and, of course 
it’s bound to be as big a success. 
After all there are no restrictions 
to obey over here but in this case 
there is one—no one is allowed to 
come dressed as a reigning crowned 
head of Europe 


it will be about $300,000. 
This amount is practically the same 


(Paul 
South, Al Garry, Val Rich and Sid 
New York, go radio com- 
mercial for Brooks’ Jewelry over 


is celebrating his 
20th year with the Plaze Music Co., 
starting with the firm at the bot- 
tom and today he is one of the best 


GERMAN MUSICIANS 


Protest Officially Against Sound 
Pictures 


The Union of German Musicians 
has drawn official attention to the 
danger of sound pictures to the 
profession of musicians, as well as 
for the musical culture, and urges 
measures be taken against the 
steadily increasing lack of employ- 
men among musicians. 

Over 6,000 of 12,000 musicians 
formerly employed by the silent pic- 
ture industry have lost their posi- 
tions, 


Leo Forbstein, for the past year 
conducting Warner’s recording and 
broadcasting orchestras on the West 
Coast, will be switched to Warners’ 
Hollywood theatre to baton the pit 
orchestra which goes in with stage 
shows July 4. 


Frank Sylvano band closed June 
28 at the Cinderella Cafe, Chicago. 


Heyman Sues Pathe and 
Publishers Over Film Song 


Los Angeles, July 1. 

Edward Heyman is hot under the 
beret because another lyric writer 
tops his credit for the lyrics of 


“With My Guitar and You,” music 
by Ted Snyder, used in Pathe’s 
“Swing High” and published by 
Sherman, Clay & Co, 

Heyman says he wrote the num- 
ber with Snyder and had a 50-50 
agreement with him. That Snyder 
took adventages of his absence and 
of a power of attorney, rang in a 
second verse by Mort Harris, and 
sold the number to Pathe for $500, 
with only Snyder and Harris figur- 
ing directly in royalties, is the cone 
tention. 

Heyman has filed suit in Superior 
Court to enjoin Pathe and the pub- 
lishers from paying royalties to 
Snyder and Harris, to compel them 
to hold 50% of all proceeds for him, 
and to deny Harris any right to the 
monies. 
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VARIETY 


OUTDOORS 


Wednesday, July 2, 1930 


Coney Island 


Coney Island maintains suprem- 
acy as official playground for New 
Yorkers and out-of-town visitors. 
Attempts to establish it as an all- 
year-round resort and opposish to 
Atlantic City may have flopped, but 
it’s still the big carnival spot for 
the summer stay-at-homes and 
their visiting country cousins. 

Few structural changes in either 
parks, avenues or side streets since 
last season. A few new rides, some 
new shows and near beer casinos 
formerly projecting free gate danc- 
ing as a lure having gone wired 
for talkers instead this season and 
according to operators doing bet- 
ter business with the chirping tin- 
types. No admission for the pic- 
ture shows, places depending upon 
revenue from beverages and food 
dispensed to keep them out of the 
red. 

Early season business has been 
nothing to wave flags about, accord- 
ing to most. Plenty of crowds but 
few spenders, save on the week ends. 
Most of the week night crowds make 
the spot for the drive down, quaff 
the cool ocean breezes and then 
home, leaving little or any of their 
coin with the concessionaires. Most 
make it by bus and bring nothing 
with them but their return ticket. 

Bath houses and pools have been 
getting the best play of any of the 
attractions at Coney thus far this 
season. Premature heat wave gave 
the pavilions a flying start. 

Luna and Steeplechase are in full 
Swing, both reporting business nor- 
mal for this time of season. Luna 
has dropped to a 10 cent gate this 
season, with a bargain day Thurs- 
days, with all rides and shows at 10 
cents and free gate for children 
when with parents or adults. Also the 
usual combination of admission and 
10 attractions for 50 cents. Luna’s 
Fun House, formerly The Pit, oper- 
ates as a side attraction for the 
park, projecting 25 laugh device at- 
tractions for an additional gate fee 
of 25 cents. Steeplechase continues 
with a straight combination ticket 
arrangement, with the 50-cent com- 


‘bination ticket including admission 


and 31 attractions. The latter is 
getting the edge on family group 
patronage. 

No Duplicates 


Luna’s layout comprises 15 rides, 
none of which is duplicated; 10 
shows, two of which are new this 
season and about 40 concessions. 
The rides are all standard amuse- 
ment park devices from Chutes to 
Whip and tunnel boat rides. Most 
are scaled at 10 cents, with a few of 


the thrillers bringing 15 end 25 
cents. 
The new shows are “Plantation 


Days,” five-girl tab, with one under 
cork, and “Little America,” South 
Pole exhibit, both scaled at 15 cents. 
The free circus, spotted in arena in 
rear of the park, continues free for’ 
the stand-ups and 15 cents admis- 
Sion to grandstand. A good program 
of five circus acts, changed weekly, 
holds forth here. Two bands pro- 
vide almost continual concerts with 
an additional band dispensing dance 
music in the ballroom, again oper- 
ating with free gate. The swimming 
pool holds up as well as ever, get- 
ting good play in the daytime as 
well as plenty of moonlight bathers. 
Surf avenue and Bowery are 
studded with numerous rides and 
shows, mostly duplicates of the park 
rides. A few new shows, but not an 
illusion show spotted on either mid- 
ways this summer. Most of the new 
ones are on Surf Avenue, and in- 
clude “Prison Life,” a big house ex- 
hibit supposedly operated by ex- 
convicts, with strong bally and gate 
fee of 10 cents. Inside, flesh actors 
reproduce various methods of exe- 
cution, with the electrocution of a 
girl the main wallop, and handled 
with uncanny realism. Electrocu- 
tions are prefaced by spiels on pris- 
on life and lectifres upon imple- 
ments of torture employed in vari- 
ous prisons. “Harlem Blackbirds” 
and “Night in Hawaii” are among 
the other new attractions spotted on 
Surf avenue. Former is a colored 
tab of 10 people, mostly girls, giving 
a 20-minute show on grind at 10 
cents admission. Same price ob- 
tains for the Hawaiian show, which 
projects male musician and four 
dancing girls. Both have good fronts 
and good ballys. 
Break Shows 
Freak shows are still holding their 
Own as coin baiters with about 
Seven operating and with Dream- 
land Circus Side Show, scaled at 
10 cents, having the edge on other 
freak exhibits. Others on the ros- 
trum are Antonio, human bellows; 
Shooting Through a Woman, AIl- 
zoria, turtle girl; Jovenda, mind 
reader; ndigo, blue man, and Rose 
Foster, armless and legless. 
Five wax works exhibits are op- 
erating with Eden Musee headlining. 
Fewer admission gate dance halls 
operating this year with the Rose- 
bud, leader of the resort creep joints, 
only operating week ends probably 
until next month. Others have 
folded because of the opposish of 
the park free gate ballrooms. 
Hundreds of concessions space 


the rides and shows on both Surf 
avenue and Bowery. 

Everything that was ever any- 
thing on a carnival lot to grab coin 
will be found at Coney. 


Night clubs are in a minority this 
season with Lane’s Irish House and 
Morgan’s Cabaret across the street 
only survivirs of the singing waiter 
joints. 

The boardwalk from Coney to 
Brighton Beach remains the head- 
liner and best bet for free enter- 
tainment on sultry nights. 

Coney is the same old Ceney. A 
few more shows and a few more 
lights, but that’s all. 


White City and Riverview 


Chicago, July 1. 

Chicago’s two amusement parks, 
White City and Riverview, about 16 
miles apart, have been hammering 
along 26 and 27 years réspectively. 
In that time they've rolled up con- 
siderable money. When beer gar- 
dens were popular, and before 
racketing came into’ existence, 
Riverview had the lead on White 
City, one day having as many as 
120,000 folks battle through the 
stiles. Today they both run neck 
and neck, with White City pushing 
into the lead. 


Riverview is sprawled out over 
142 acres. Two years ago the heads 
of the park threw out all wheel con- 
cessions, leaving only what the 
management now laughingly term 
“games of skill.” 


Spot the spot, Striker and Penny 
Pitch are just a few of the games 
of skill. A stock of merchandise in 
these stores lasts all season. 


This year Riverview tossed all 
musicians and now has a loud 
speaker system which costs $129 
weekly for a electrician’s wages. 
The system makes music all over 
the grounds. It’s pretty hard, how- 
ever, on the performers, who make 
up the nightly show, to cue in on 
these records and the electrician 
evidently hasn’t learned to follow, 
but they get along and the 15,000- 
odd wéekly visitors just take the 
noise giunts and groans as port 
uf the park. 

This year, Riverview revived the 
regular five year yarn that the big 
shots are about to freeze out the 
little share holders. Whenever the 
park opens without paint, which is 
very noticeable this season, this 
story jogs about the town. ‘To off- 
set it, the management gives away 
15,000-odd passes weekly, and every 
one thiuks business is great. 

List of rides and shows at River- 
view, is figured to take $2 from 
every patron who is fond of this 


sport. They are: Aerostat, Fobs, 
Caterpillar, Shutes, Craze Town, 
Derby, Dipper, Dodge ’Em, Ferris 


Wheel, Hey Dey, House of Trouble, 
Jack Rabbit, Mill on the Floss, Over 
the Falls, Pippin, Skyrocket, Tilt- 


a-Whirl, Tumble Bug, Virginia 
Reel, Merry Go Round, Minia- 
ture railroad, side shows, fat 


women and other lesser attraction. 
Some have been in the air since 
the park was built and don’t do 
very well. Others, such as the 
Aerostat, run by the Curtiss-Wright 
people, and which gives the rider 
the idea of how it feels to run a 
plane himself, are getting a little 
dough, The Reid Murdock food 
people are also well represented, 
giving their line of canned goods 
on many of the stores. Just so the 
folks won’t feel badly, Riverview 
has a nightly show with eight girls, 
an m. c.a couple of acts and the 
electricon who makes the music. 
An electric fountain is also heavily 
billed, but since Chicago put up the 
Buckingham fountain in Grant Park 
the Riverview one is sort of blah. 
The park takes its name from a 
little stream seen over the fence. 
In the summer the kids jump back 
and forth across this stream. 

On the other hand when you en- 
ter White City the first thing at 
the gate is a stiff game of checkers 
and chess. This park is more a 
family one, catering to young and 


old. Any guy, with a yen for sit- 
down sports, finds fun at White 
City. 

Same family spirit is true here 
all about the grounds and particu- 
larly the skating rink, where the 
femmes and boys have their own 
high-top shoes with fancy colored 
rosettes on the toes. Every night, 
or so, the same group come back 
and waltz about on roller skates to 
the music of a huge organ. The 
organist plays the pop tunes for 
the crowd and everyone is right 
happy. It’s the repeat trade White 
City plays for and gets. They even 
issue a “White News” each week 
that goes all up and down the 
southside, telling who visited last 
week and who won the big prizes. 

Instead of asphalt sidewalks, as 
at Riverview, White City uses 
plank walks, about three feet above 
ground. 

Everytime anyone takes. their 
kid for a ten cent ride on the 
Merry-Go-Round here, they give 
him a bag of candy. Also White 
City has a Box Ball game for the 
ladies, where all they do is sit 
down and once every so often toss 
a ball into a box. When so many 
have tossed and some one has 
scored on a card, they rush across 
the midway to a premium store and 
load up and go home. It takes a 
crew of ten to run this Box Ball 
game, and sometimes 100 women 
are spread about with their babies. 


White City gets its name from the 
number of bulbs used. It’s a bright 
spot on 68rd street, an avenue long 
noted for plenty of light. Its list 
of rides and shows stack up about 
the same as Riverview, except 
everything is fresh and painted, 
with plenty of uniformed attend- 
ants. The loud speaker system, 
because the park is not so huge, is 
clear as a bell and provides plenty 
of entertainment for the 20,000 
nightly who line the benches. At 
Riverview anyone, anywhere, in the 
employment of the park can smoke. 
Not so at White City. Loop. 


NEWPORT 


(Continued from Page 61) 


became a musical comedy prima 
donna as Anne Swinburne. She 
then became the wife and widow of 
Rudolph Schirmer, wealthy music 
publisher, and has a son, Rudolph 
Schirmer. 


Mr. Benkard was previously di- 
vorced by Julia Olin, who then be- 
came the second wife of Lewis 
Stuyvesant Chanler. That lady is 
now prominently identified with the 
oriental teachings known as Baha- 
ism, 


Berkshire Rep. Co. 


Just as repertory seasons have 
gained popularity at Newport and 
Southampton, the rich and fashion- 
able colony at Berkshire Hills starts 
its third season this week at the 
Berkshire playhouse. The players 
include Rollo Peters, Margaret Love, 
Francesca Brunning, Effie Shannon, 
Edith Barrett, Hortense Alden, 
Minna Phillips, Richard Hale, Earl 
MacDonald, Leo Carroll and George 
Coulouris. Jacques Cartier will ap- 
pear in special roles, and will aid 
in direction. 

Playhouse officers include Walter 
L. Clark, pres.; Dr. Austen Fox 
Riggs, sec.; Norman H. Davis, 
treas., and William H. Herron, asst. 
treas. The company’s directors in- 
clude Carl A. de Gerstorff, Daniel 
Chester French, Walter Pritchard 
Eaton and William B. Osgood Field. 
Plays will be selected from among 
“Romeo and <Juliet,” ‘“Pi-Pa-Ki,” 
“The Mask and Face,” “The Torch- 
bearers,” “S. S. Tenacity, “Let Us 


Be Gay,” “Naked,” “Juno and the 
Paycock, “The Lake,’ “Admiral 
Crichton,” “The Magistrate,” “The 
Doctor’s Dilemma,” and “The Pi- 
geon.” 


An original musical revue will be 
produced during the season, 


S-F Kept Off Coast; Routed Into 
Many Small and Unknown Towns 


NEWSREEL 


(Continued from Page 55) 


fornia song terribly, was a natural, 
both ways. 

Topical stuff include Mrs. Vincent 
Astor's medallic presentation to 
Byrd; the new Magistrate Corri- 
gan; Health Commissioner Wynne’s 
vacation-time advice; the German 
four-motored plane; Belgium’s cen- 
tenary observation; Sweden's flag 
day and the like, were other a 
lights. Abe 


LOEW’S STATE 


(“Idea in Blue”’—Unit) 
Los Angeles, June 26. 

Going into its first pop priced run 
at the State, for one week, Lawrence 
Tibbett and “The Rogue Song” 
(M-G) failed to hit any bells open- 
ing day (Thursday). While down 
the street the Criterion was pack- 
ing ’em in at a holdout pace with 
“The Big House,” this spot had 
plenty of room. After a solid $2 
pace at the twice-a-day Chinese 
less than two months ago, the Tib- 
bett picture’s letdown downtown was 
surprising. 
Outside of a few periodic excep- 
tions picture house biz downtown 
has not been holding up. Indicative 
is Warners return to stage shows in 
a few weeks and the Paramount fol- 
lowing suit shortly after. How the 
two competitive houses will affect 
the State, always a sure fire con- 
secutive payer, is a matter of con- 
jecture. Counting upon the pick of 
Metro and Fox product and coupled 
with the Fanchon & Marco shows, 
which for years have been a trade- 
mark in the house, the State should 
continue to show profit regardless 
of opposition. 
Evidence that F&M are giving 
consideration to the opposition can 
be seen in the bolstering of the 
stage shows at the State to the ex- 
tent of the producers now using 24 
girls where they formerly used only 
12, and additional strengthening 
with better grade and higher priced 
acts. This week’s show is exem- 
plary of the above, only it fails to 
set the pace some of the other less 
expensive units have accomplished. 

Barto and Mann are the featured 
attraction in the unit. While these 
boys are original F&M products, 
their return here didn’t induce a re- 
ception nor work up enthusiasm. 
Perhaps the fact that the two comics 
must resort to out and out smutty 
antics and suggestiveness to get 
laughs may have something to do 


with it. What vaudeville is now 
discouraging, picture houses cer- 
tainly shouldn’t encourage. Barto 


and Mann are a couple of acro-danc- 
ing comedians with merit enough to 
get over in a clean way without de- 
pending on the dirt. Some of the 
situations in their act are crying for 
elimination. 

Otherwise the “Idea in Blue” is 
just that, with a conglomeration of 
blending “blue” numbers starting 
and finishing with ‘“Rhapsody.” 
Georgie Stoll and the band are in 
the pit all the way, giving the two 
dozen girls and principals plenty of 
area to work in and allowing for 
colorful scenic and lighting effects 
to spread in a perspective view. 
Eliminating the overture, opening 
goes right into an ensemble number 
with 12 girls and Paul Russell vo- 
calizing. Not a strong introduction 
but aided by the successive dozen 
girls who dovetail in the number, 
and Mitzi Mayfair, a neat little 
tapster whose face and figure count. 
Stoll and the band then let out from 
the pit with a pop musical arrange- 
ment that should have been there 
right at the opening or not at all. 
Spotted after two show numbers the 
orchestra specialty didn’t mean a 
thing. 

Another retard follows with Rus- 
sell coming out for a slow ballad 
and the girls with Miss Mayfair re- 
turning for a waltz under blue 


lights. Mayfair girl’s acrobatic work 


Chicago, July 1, 

Sells-Floto with Tom Mix (Ring. 
ling) has abandoned the Pacifie 
Coast trip and will stick in the mid- 
dle west this fall. Only circus to 
play the coast this season is the 
Al G. Barnes outfit, another Ring- 
ling holding. 

S-F is playing a number of un- 
known towns in August in the west, 
such as Smith Corners, Ark., and 
Plattsville, Ark. These spots, as 
far as known, have never had a cir- 
cus or carnival. Plattsville was 
given 1,500 in the last census. 

Entire routing of the S-F has been 
along these lines all season, with 
the show going into small and un- 
known spots and passing up the bet- 
ter known centers close to these 
little ones. Eastern route of the 
show folowed this idea, with the 
western itinerary going on the same 
policy. 

Small biz for the show this sea- 
son is credited to these small towns, 
with Montreal and other large cities 
(except Chicago) where the show 
has played, netting good business, 
in keeping with an outfit that seats 
10,000. 


is the only thing that scores here, 
Barto and Mann episode is next, 
then the finale with Renoff and Re- 
nova doing plastique adagio, and 
good. This team has been around 
for years and still clicking with a 
classy dance presentation. Good 
running time in the 35 minutes 
clocked, with the picture traversing 
two hours. 

Length of feature held everything 
else down. No short subjects other 
than Fox and Metrotone newsreel 
combo, with Movietone getting the 
edge on number of clips. Usual 
trailers. Span. 


CAPITOL 
(“Changes” Idea) 

Chicago, June 26. 
Doubtless one of the skimpiest F, 
& M. units to have played this 
house in several weeks; especially 

shy on good comedy and novelty. 
Best thing in the 30-minute ses- 
sion is a rapid-fire chalk sketch by 
Art Hadley on boards hcld by the 
11 girls in the line. Doe Baker, 
the quickchange man, makes a few 
changes—hence the name for the 


idea—and Eva Mandell, the heavy 
soubret, hangs around with her 
recitative songs. Miss Mandell's 
comedy about her fat was weak 
and overemphasized. 

Unit has’ continuity centered 


around an artist’s studio backed by 
a huge portrait behind which Baker 
and the others slip for their 
changes; fairly colorful. Line girls 
had one good routine in a change 
number wherein they started in 
flower hats and flowing skirts, and 
by dancing behind the big portrait 
and out the other side yradually 
reduced to a waistband and skorts. 

A few other good moments with 
Muriel Gardner, lithe, blonde yip, 
who seems to sing well, tapdance 
capably, ballet, and does an acro- 
batic turn exceptionally well. 

Armin Hand and a noisy band 
in the pit. “True to the Navy” 
(Par), Pathe Sportlizht on fishias, 
and a Vitaphone Variety. 

Business good on a cool night. 


J. C. Mc“affrey has been manag- 
ing ‘the Rubin-Cherry No. 1 outfit 
the past three weeks, while Gru- 
berg and his wife watched over 
the No. 2. 


Merle Evans, bandmaster the 
Ringling, Barnum Circus, has com- 
pleted a bunch of band records for 
Victor, 


Universal R. R. R 
hivers . Rates for Show Trains 
Chi 
Following is a rate table in use by railroads for hauling circuses and carnivals. Figures apply to every road in ae aoe wink the 
exception of the N. Y,. Centrai;;which charges 10% more; 
For Deadhead 
Milesfor Runs Rate 
Not Over Over Over Over Over Over Over ™ 
Over 50 50to 60 60 to 70 70 to 80 80 to 90 900109 100to0120 120to 140 14010 160 160 t0 180 180 to 200 
Number Miles Miles Miles Miles Miles Miles Miles Miles Miles Miles Miles Per Mile 100 Miles) 
of Cars Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate 
6 to $258.50 $290.00 $315.00 $334.00 $353.00 $403.00 $447.50 $479.00 $510.50 $529.00 $2.64 $2.14 
11 to 15.ccccee 277.00 308.50 340.00 371.50 397.00 416.00 472.50 523.00 567.00 598.50 623.50 3.12 2.52 
16 to 20.....6+¢ 327.50 359.00 390.50 422.00 453.50 479.00 548.00 605.00 649.00 686.50 718.00 3.59 2.90 
21 to 25...ccee 365.50 403.00 441.00 472.50 504.00 529.00 605.00 668.00 718.00 762.50 794.00 3.97 3.15 
26 to 30.....22 403.00 441.00 479.00 516.50 548.00 579.50 661.50 731.00 787.50 831.50 869.50 4.34% 3.46% 
31 to 40..e..06 453.50 497.50 542.00 597.50 617.50 655.00 749.50 825.50 888.50 945.00 983.00 4.91% 3.90% 
41 to 50......- 504.00 554.50 605.00 649.00 693.00 731.00 831.50 920.00 995.50 1052.00 1096.00 5.48 4.41 
51 to 60....+6. 554.50 611.00 661.50 712.00 762.50 806.50 920.00 1014.50 1096.00 1159.00 1209.50 6.05 4.85 
61 to 70....... 605.00 661.50 718.00 775.00 831.50 882.00 1908.00 1109.00 1197.00 1272.50 1323.00 6.61% 5.29 
71 to 80....... 655.00 718.00 775.00 831.50 888.50 945.00 1077.50 1190.50 1285.00 1361.00 1417.50 7.09 5.67 
is. a, ae 705.50 768.50 831.50 894.50 951.50 1008.00 1146.50 1272.50 1373.50 1449.00 1512.00 7.56 6.05 
91 to 100....... 756.00 825.50 894.50 957.50 1014.50 1071.00 1216.00 1348.00 1455.50 1537.00 1606.50 8.03% 6.42% 


| | 
| 
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Not Much Business and Plenty of 
for Coast Outdoor Shows 


Los Angeles, July 1. 

The scant four carnivals which 
have played the Coast so far this 
season are reporting business under 
the cellar. In other seasons there 
have been a number of lecally pro- 
moted shows started from Los An- 
geles, but this season not one got 
underway. 

Foley and Burke, and Craft 
‘Shows, both well known on the 
‘Coast, have found particularly tough 
sledding. The Pacific States Shows 
have stayed inland and report bet- 
ter conditions around the mining 
communities. Steffens Superior 
Shows have been playing in and 
around San Francisco to smal! busi- 
ness. 

The Barnes circws has just 
completed its trip up the coast and 
is now in Idaho. Business on the 
Slope was terrible. Shell B.others 
Circus, which wintered here, got in 
a few dates around Los Angeles 
but when things got tight it made 
for Colorado. The Shell show travels 
on trucks and has picked its spots 
on the federal highways. So far 
this season it has kept up with its 
paper. 

Cole Bros. circus, a 10-car rail- 
road show, has been playing around 
the Barnes show without much suc- 
cess. In Santa Barbara the outfit 
got into a jam with the authorities, 
who claimed the show was all grift. 

According to reports here, the G. 
M. C. (Gentry Bros.) Show will get 
to the Coast sometime in October, 
playing fairs and still dates with 
an added big top to house the Gen- 
eral Motors exhibits. It will winter 
in Los Angeles, taking to the road 
again sometime in January. 


INJUNCTIONS ALLOW 
CARNYS IN CHICAGO 


Chicago, July 1. 


Carnivals showing about Chicago 
are now getting injunctions, permit- 
ting them to operate in neighbor- 
hood spots. 


Sections of the city overrun with 
the carnys complained, and for a 
while had them barred. 


Injunction idea, taken from the 
picture houses, has worked for the 
past few weeks, with the carnys 
moving weekly to keep ahead of the 
proceedings. 


SUNDAY PLAYING LIKED 


No Extra Pay for Staff for Seventh 
Day 


Chicago, July 1. 

Ringling circuses are filling in 
Sunday dates as fast as possible. 
Idea, while not new, has been found 
to help tremendously on the re- 
ceipts, as personnel puts in the ex- 
tra day without extra pay. 

J. D. Newman is filling in the 
Sabbath spots for all shows. 


Dubuque Police Duck 
Carnival Grift Grief 


Dubuque, Ia., July 1. 

Loyal Order of Moose brought. 
the Lachman-Carson shows here 
for six days and spotted the outfit 
just outside the city limits. 

Outfit pulled in on the Great 
Western to an _ unloading point 
within the city limits and only a 
few blocks from the grounds. They 
did not unioad, as minions of the 
law were there to see that they 
didn’t. In consequence, the unload- 
ing was done outside the city limits 
and under conditions not so advan- 
tageous. ‘ 

Coppers are more than satisfied | 
with the ban, as they are released 
from the law enforcement end, the 
burden being on the office of the 
sheriff and all odium attached to 
questionable shows and grift. 


FRENCH ACE’S U. S. FAIR TOUR 


Paris, June 20. 
Sergeant Detroyat, personal friend 


of Col. Lindbergh and himself a 
well-known French “ace,” is to give 
“a series of air acrobatics in the 
States, via fair dates. Morris 


Agency is arranging it. 


BILLY SUNDAY-12 YEARS 
AFTER-IN DULUTH 


Duluth, July 1. 

“Billy” Sunday was a decided flop 
when he spoke at the Amphitheatre 
here under the auspices of tr» Du- 
luth Council of Churches. He drew 
between 600 and 700 people at 50c. 
admission. 

His barrage on “Crooks, Boot- 
leggers and Corkscrews; They Shall 
Not Pass,” fell on indifferent ears, 
although his lecture was well press- 
agented. 

Recently Jack Dempsey refereed 
a local boxing card and drew 9,000 
people to the same amusement cen- 
ter at $3.60 top. He was in the ring 
just 2 minutes and 10 seconds and 
received $2,750. 

In 1918 “Billy” Sunday spoke in 
Duluth for six weeks, carried a 
retinue of 30 and addressed 10,000 
at his closing meeting held in a spe- 
cial tabernacle built for his meet- 
ings. 


17-Year-Old Girl Finds 
Carnival Life a Bore 


Dansville, N. Y., July 1. 


‘Tired of carnival life, Dolly Pin- 
fold, 17, playing with Karl Middle- 
ton’s Combined Shows at Dansville, 
made two attempts to: escape but 
both times brought back at request 
of her parents. 

Second time with lift by motorist, 
she made 50 miles to Geneseo, only 
to be picked up by state troopers. 


Carnivals 


For current week (June 30-July 5) 
when not otherwise indicated. 


Alabama, Stearns, Ky. 

American Expo., Boswell, Pa. 

B. & B., Spencer, Va. 

Barker, Branson, Mo. 

Bee, Pennsboro, Va. 

Bernardi, Mt. Pleasant, Pa. 

Bunts, Richwood, W. Va. 

Burdick’s, Bridgeport, Tex. 

Butler Bros., Farmer City, 11. 

Brown & Ingalls, Massena, N. 

Barkoot, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 

Cetlin & Wilson, Shenandoah, Pa. 

Coe, Jenkins, Ky. 

Coleman, Bristol, R. I. 

Colley’s, Dexter, Mo. 

Conklin, Garrett, Carman, Can., 
2; Wosley, 3-5. 

Copping, Creighton, Pa, 

Cronin, Jackson, O. 

Dan’s Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 

Dehnert, La Cross, Wis. 

Delmar, Rayville, La. 

Dodson’s, Gary, Ind. 

Edwards, Sugar Creek, O. 

Enterprise, Lowden, Ia. 

Folk, Hamilton, Ind. 

Fairly, Shenandoah, Ia, 

Fleming’s, Bucyrus, O. 


30-July 


Galler, Owensboro, Ky 
Gibbs’, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Gray, Brady, Tex. 

Great Lakes, Newark, N. J. 
Greenburg, Rexburg, Id. 
Hames No. 1, Nowata, Okla. 
Hames No. 2, Paris, Tex. 


Harris, Shelbina, Mo. 
Heyn, Steeleville, I}. 
Howard, Lancaster, O. 
Hugo’s, Kenesaw, Neb. 
International, Edmonston, N. B. 
Isler, Red Oaks, Ia. 

Jones, Bradford, Pa. 
Joyland, Livingston, Mont. 
Kaus, Cory, Pa. 

Kennedy, Burley, Id. 
Keystone, Oakland, Md. 


Krause, Bristol, Pa. 

L. B., Milan, Mo. 

Latlip, Greenup, Ky. 
Laughlin, Bagnell, Mo. 
Leggette, Watonga, Okla. 
McClellan, Mexico, Mo. 
Marks’, Paston, Pa. 


Melville-Reiss, Marietta, O. 
Monarch, Oberlin, Kan. 
Monarch Expo., Port Jefferson, L. I. 


Morris Castle, Brandon, Can. 
Motor City, Whitmore Lake, Mich. 
Murphy, Saginaw, Mich. 

Nichols, Irvington, N. J. 
Northwestern, Union City, Mich. 
Oliver, White Hall, Tk. 


Page, Painteville, Ky. 

Pearson, Fairbury, Ill. 

Pollie, Bedford, Ind. 

Poole, Honey Grove, Tex. 

Rice, Belleville, Il. 

Rock City, Cambridge, O. 

Royal Gray, Belton, Tex. 
Rubin-Cherry, Minot, N. D. 
Rubin-Cherry Model, Williamson, W. Va. 
Reithoffer, New Cumberland, Pa, 
Southern State, Ordway, Colo. 
Southern Expo., Copperhill, Tenn. 
Southern Tier, Watertown, N. Y. 
Spencer, Clearfield, Pa. 

Steffens, Ashland, Ore. 

Stoneman, Iron Mt., Mich. 
Sunset, Bridgeman, Mich. 
Sunshine, Shelbyville, Tenn. 
Sutton, Jonesboro, Ark. 

Shive & Christ, Wapakoneta, O. 
Tidwell, Plainview, Tex. 

Thomas & Thraen, Hawarden, Ia. 
Vernon, Garden City, Kan, 
Wade, W. G., Toledo, 0. 

Wade, R. L., Kennett, Mo. 
Webb, Trenton, Tenn, 

Weer, Allegan, Mich. 

Western, Tazewell, Va. 

Williams, Mt. Vernon, Tex. 

Wolf, New Ulm, Ia. 


Wortham, John, Missoula, Mont, 
Young, Miltonvale, Kan 
Vellowstone Colby, Kan. 


Zeiger, Rupert, Id. 


Just One Day! 


Utica, July 1. 

Ringling ran into plenty grief in 
Utica. 

Sheriff's men levied on bex office 
receipts for $1,000 to satisfy judg- 
ment, and 12 colored laborers dis- 
covered tampering with box cars in 
railroad yards were committed to 
jail, unable to give bail of $500 each. 
The dozen are held on vagrancy 
charges. 

Frankie Brown, Utica pug, tried 
to skip past George Anglemire, tick- 
et taker. Anglemire said “no.” 
Brown said “yes,” punched George 
on jaw, got himself into city court 
and told $25 or 25 days. Took the 
days, being without cash. 

On the $1,000 levy Ringlings have 
retained Utica attorney to have 
judgment reopened so they can op- 
pose it. John Sawka is complainant. 
He contends he was knocked down 
by circus apparatus and injured 
while watching the parade when the 
cireus played Utica in 1928. 


GRUBERG CAUSE 
PTSBGH BAR 
CARNIVALS 


Pittsburgh, July 1. 
Carnivals will henceforth be bar- 
red from this town. Recent run-in 
with the law by the Rubin Gruberg 
outfits brought about the ruling. 
Councilmen, responsible for the 
shut-out, claim Gruberg, to get 
even with the city officials, had the 
county police raid his own midway 
stores. 


Carnival with Money 
Wheels in Lobby of 14th 
St. Theatre for Charity 


A carnival with wheels going 
wide open for moneyplay is spotted 
in the lobby of the City, New York, 
former Fox house, but recently 
operating with stock burlesque 
until latter policy felded several 
weeks ago. 

Carnival projects no shows or 
rides, merely a half dozen star 
wheels with stands camouflaged 
with prop merchandise and no 
passouts save the money play. 
Three star wheels of 100 numbers 
or less are utilized for the money 
play with concessionaires covering 
anything from a dime up. The 
play efers 30 to 1 on the red, 20 
to 1 on the blue and 10 to 1 on the 
white, with money back on hitting 
the number without stopping on 
any of the.trio of stars. 

Madonna House is the auspices 
tie-up with proceeds or part of 
them going to this charity. - 

The outfit has been doing land- 
office biz and is being held in for 
a second week. 


Privilege Cars Back 


Chicago, July 1. 

Privilege cars on the _ several 
Ringling circuses have been restored 
and are working on the same basis 
they did when the American Circus 
Corp. owned the outfits. 

Early in the season it was decided 
to leave these cars out of the plans. 


CIRCUSES 


Ringling-Barnum 
June 30, Pittsfield, Mass.; July 1, Worces- 
ter; 2, Salem; 3, Portland, Me.; 4, Man- 
chester, N. H.; 5, Springfield, Mass. 


Sells-Floto 
June 30, Peru, Hll.; July 1, Aurora; 2, 
Waukegan; 3, Janesville, Wis.; 4, Platts- 
ville; 5, Monroe. 


John Robinson 
June 30, Zanesville, O.; July 1, Washing- 
ton C. H.; 2, Hamilton; 3, Richmond; 4, 
Winchester, Ind.; 5, Decatur; 7, Urbana, O. 


Al. G. Barnes 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ont.; July 1, 
Sudbury; 2, North Bay; 3, Haileybury; 4, 
Timmins; 5, Cochrane; 7, Quebec, Que. 

Hagenbeck- Wallace 

June 30, Van Wert, O.; July 1, Bryan; 2, 
Kendallville, Ind.; 3, Elkhart; 4, Warsaw; 
5, Hammond. 

Gentry Bros. 

June 30, Anderson, Ind.; July 1, Marion; 
2, Huntington; 3, Fort Wayne; 4, Napoleon, 
0.; 5, Monroe, Mich. 

Barnett Bros. 

June 30, Frankfort, Mich.; July 1, Manis- 
tee; 2, Ludington; 3, Reed City; 4, Clare; 
5, Mt. Pleasant. 

Sparks 

June Portsmouth, N. H.: July 1, Con- 

cord; 2, Nashua; 3, Fitchburg, Mass.; 4, 


June 30, 


30 


Keene, N. H.; 5, Claremont, 


Zach Miller Goes After Ringling 


On Radio, Berating Circus Trust’ 


RINGLING PERMIT IN 
‘PROTECTED’ FAIR TOWN 


Davenport, Ia., July 1. 

Civic pride kayoed civic loyalty 
here last week, and Al Butler, ad- 
vance agent for the Ringling Bros. 
circus, walked out of a council meet- 
ing with permit for the Ringling 
show to pitch in this city July 28. 
Butler put the city dads and the 
fair boosters in a corner when he 
sat in the conference with a rermit 
to play Betterdorf, which Davenport 
likes to consider a suburb, day and 
date with the engagement he was 
angling for in Davenport. 

Following the customary fealty to 
the local fair, the council had de- 
clared a close date on all ten shows 
betweeen July 15 and Aug. 25 to 
protect the local fair. The Hagen- 
beck- Wallace show lights.in Rock 
Isiand, across the river, July 8, and 
the Ringling show is trouping this 
territory three weeks later. It had 
Davenport penciled in on the itin- 


| erary, and Butler saw that the per- 
“mit was obtained. 


It was agreed, as a holdout to pro- 
tect the fair officials’ and city coun- 
cil’s faces, that there would be no 
billboard “war,” which, it was 
claimed, was basis for the ban. 


Floyd King Finds Time 
To Marry in Utah 


Salt Lake City, July 1. 

Outside of setting up the circus, 
watching performances, battling 
with the sheriff on a writ of attach- 
ment issued by the Standard Gra- 
vure Co. of Kentucky for $24,000 
worth of paper, Floyd King, owner 
of the Cole Bros. circus, had nothing 
else to do but get married. : 

King was married here to Vonie 
Freeman, 25, an equestrienne with 
the circus. King is a former 
Memphis newspaper man who so far 
has found circus operation a little 
different from newspaper work. 


- Litho Co. Attaches 


Salt Lake, July 1. 

Sheriff Cliff Patten took over the 
Cole Brothers circus here on a writ 
of attachment issued by the Stand- 
ard Gravure Co. of Kentucky for 
$24,900, lithograph bill. Patten 
served the writ and handled the cir- 
cus for the day. Gus Schwab, agent, 
offered local attorneys of the Ky. 
company $200 to lift the attachment. 
It then moved. 

The circus is owned by 


Floyd 


King. 
Golf vs. Billboards 
Hollywood, July 1. 
Theatre men aren’t the only 


squawkers on the Tom Thumb golf 
invasion. Yelps are also being 
heard from the coast billboard ad- 
vertisers, who claim the trick golf 
men are copping all their choice 
locations. 

The principal billboard concern 
here says its business is off 20 per- 
cent due to the abbreviated courses. 


Airport 
s as Carnivals 
Chicago, July 1. 
Curtiss-Wright Co., controlling 40 
airports in America and 45% of all 
money invested in aviation, may 
turn all airports into amusement 
parks and install carnival attrac- 
tions. 
At present the company has a 
$250,000 air show playing these air- 


ports. It will also be used for fairs 
this fall. 


Hunger Hits Catalina 


Los Angeles, July 1. 

Hunger is bounding over the 
waves to William Wrigley’s Cata- 
lina Island. The island has been 
the Coast’s bright spot for vaca- 
tionists and week-enders, being only 
two hours by boat from L. A. 
Everything there is owned and op- 
erated by Wrigley. 

According to reports, the average 
weekend attendance so far this year 
has been 4,000. Last year the aver- 


age was 11,000. 


fably covered.” 


In a speech Sunday over the air 
on WAAT, Jersey City, Col. Zach 
Miller, operating the 101 Wild West, 
Which on Monday opened an en- 
gagement at Boyle’s 30 Acres, de- 
clared that the “circus trust” was 
doing everything it could te hurt 
the Ranch show. He started his 
talk by telling about the attempt of 
the “trust” to make it appear in a 
recent stand that the 101 had cow- .- 
boys from Jersey; that the public 
—— wait and see the reai thing, 
ete. 

All this, according te Col. Miller, 
was to cheapen his show, but that 
he had been in the circus biz 20 
years, and such methods were not 
going to drive him out. 

Said the “trust” controlled six 
circuses; that its billing methods 
were unfair; that “we are not fight- 
ing them; they are fighting us,” and 
that recently in Atlantic City they 
(meaning the Ringling erews) cov- 
ered 1,400 sheets of his 101 paper. 

All their warring, the Colonel de- 
clared, was being done to cheapen 
the ‘101 Ranch, which had not only 
reduced its prices—25c for children 
at mats and 50c at nights—but that 
it was giving a parade which none 
of the other shows did. 

Zach said that the wild west could 
save $200,000 on a season if it elimi- 
nated its street parades, but that it 
was a part of the 101, and it woulda 
stay. 

Zach gave emphasis to the parade 
which would take place at 11 a. m, 
on the morrew (30), notwithstand- 
ing the station announcer ater 
stated it would be at 10:30. -f 

The wild west band, Sioux Indians 
and the Colonel got up out of bed 
early Sunday to make the broadcast, 


with Z. M. all pepped up for his 
broadside. 


MAINE’S TAX MAKES 
CIRCUS DATES SCARCE 


Augusta, Me, July 1. 

Only two circuses signed for 
dates in Maine so far this summer, 
according to the Secretary of State,’ 
Edgar C. Smith. They are Ring- 
ling Bros.-B. & B. and the Sparks 
outfit. 

Ringling-B. & B. play Portland, 
Me., July 3, while Sparks was in 
Springvale June 28. 

The $500 entrance fee taxed by the 
state, as well as the city or town 
tax where the circus is showing, is 
cutting down the circuses in Maine. 


Force Fly-by-Nights to 


Take Out Insurance 


Albany, July 1, 

Mayors of upstate towns have 
been requested to deny licenses to 
managers of small circuses and 
carnivals uniess they can prove 
they carry compensation insurance, 
The request was made by Industrial 
Commissioner Frances Perkins, who 
states that this is to be done to 
protect several hundred persons em- 
ployed by such troupes, under the 
workmen’s compensation. 

“This action is made necessary 
by the irresponsible character of 
many fly-by-night troupes, which 
often do flourishing business in the 
small towns during the summer,” 
Miss Perkins said. “It is not aimed 
at the large circus and the better 
class groups of outdoor performers 
for their actors are almost invari- 


Itinerant Lady’s Speak? 


Toledo, July 1. 

Helen Williams of Indianapolis 
was arrested and fined $100 by 
Mayor George Lingrel of Kenton, 
O., who doubles as j. p. Her auto- 
mobile also was confiscated, under~ 
the dry law. 

Arrest was made on complaint 
of the Wallace-Hagenbeck circus 
management who charged she had 
been following the show with her 
speakeasy on wheels. 

While the show was in this ter- 
ritory they made an occasion of 
taking the elephants out to. the 
Gordon State park bathing beach 
on Lake St. Mary's and letting them. _ 
have a swim. The whole burg turn- 


ed out to look on. 
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Obituary 


JOSEPH T. SCHENCK 

Joseph Thomas Schenck, 39 (Joe 
Schenck), for 18 consecutive years 
the vaude and stage partner of Gus 
Van (Van and Schenck) the best 
known of all 2-men singing combi- 
nations, died suddenly of heart dis- 
ease in the arms of his beloved pal, 
Van, in the Book-Cadillac Hotel, 
Detroit, at 11:40 a. m., June 28. 

Van and Schenck were playing an 
engagement at the Fischer theatre | 
there and had expected to go to! 
Romona, Mich.,, for a club date from 
Detroit. The team had engaged a 
suite of rooms. At 
managed to call Van and tell him 
that he was pretty sick. Efforts to 
save his life were futile. 

The remains were brought back | 
to New York and taken to the Van 
and Schenck Club, at 12 Cypress 
Hill street, Glendale. Queens, L L, 
from where the funeral! will be held 
Thursday (July 3), at 2 p. m., with 
interment in Evergreen cemetery. 

Services open to the public will 
be held this evening (Wednesday) 


Passed on June 28. 1930 
Sincerest 


EDW. S. 


at 8 p. m from the Van and 
Schenck Club. 
Joe Schenck was born in the 


Ridgewood of Brooklyn, where he 
attended school. Gus Van 
was also born in Brooklyn. They 
again met when engaged as trolley 
car operators on the old Williams- 
burg line. They had previously 
known each other in the old Lenore 
club rooms, the Lenore Club later 
becoming known as the Van and 
Schenck Club. 

When mere boys they appeared in 
a Myrtle Avenue picture house, with 
Schenck serving as accompanist (it 
was Schenck who played the piano 
in the act). They were planning a 
stage act when they got the street 
car job. Schenck was the conductor 
and Van was the pilot. That story 
has been told and retold across the 
river until it is as well known as 
the Brooklyn Bridge. 

They finally landed in vaude but 
not as partners from the first, as 
supposed." Van reached the stage in 
the Edwards, Ryan and Keeney turn 


public 


Humanity has lost a true 


while Schenck joined the act later. 
They played the old Keith time and 
18 years ago they started the Van 
and Schenck partnership. 

Van and Schenck ran their salary 
from $40 a week (this was the re- 
ported amount Ed Kealey paid them 
for the Fox houses) to $3,500 week- 
ly. They were a standard act for 
Keith for years and later as a head- 
liner for all the circuits, including 
R-K-O and Loew. 

They were among the first of the 
big vaude acts to play picture houses 
and later to be engaged in the 
making of shorts for Vitaphone 
(Warners). They appeared in a full 
talker feature with Bessie Love, 
“They Learned About Women” (M- 
G-M), now playing on general re- 
lease. 

Van and Schenck obtained addi- 
tional popularity around New York 
during the original cabaret and 
night club craze when entertainers 


KENNEDY, 

June 24, 1930. 
of Helen M. Kennedy. 
services were held at the Camp- 


xeorge Harris, on 
Beloved husband 
Funeral 


bell Funeral Church, B'’way at 
66th St., Friday, June 27, at 
11 A. M. 


were the reigning floor features. 
They played the Silver Slipper 
(partners in its operation) estab- 
lishing a gross record in that cafe, 
‘and in other cabarets. 

When the team returned from 
Hollywood on their picture making 
jaunt they were booked for a wel- 
come home week at Loew’s Metro- 
politan, and some weeks iater, 
when returning to the same neigh- 
borhood, at the R-K-O Albee, they 
celebrated the 18th anniversary of 
their partnership. 

Among the Broadway musicals 
they were with were the Ziegfeld 
“Follies” of 1919 and 1920, and in 


JOE SCHENCK 


sympathy te his loved ones. 
Bighteen years of loyalty, now just a beautiful memory. 


THE JEWISH THEATRICAL GUILD OF AMERICA 


mourns the loss of our beloved life member 


LEO FEIST 


WILLIAM MORRIS, President. 
His devotion to our Guild was of a sacred trend. 


the Ziegfeld - Dillingham revue, 
“Miss 1917,” at the Century, New 
York. 


Mr. Schenck was twice married. 


He was. divorced from Amelia 
Schenck in 1923. She was a Brook- 
lyn girl, non-pro, and now lives 


in Newark, N. J. His second wife, 
who survives, was Lillian Broderick, 
whom Schenck met when she was 
of the vaude team of Ryan and 
Sroderick. A daughter, Peggy 
(Patsy) Schenck, by his first mar- 
riage, has also adopted the stage 
and has been in several Publix 
units. At the time her father died in 
Detroit she was rehearsing with the 
new Friedlander show in New York. 

Joe's mother, Mrs. Margaret 
Schenck, also survives. She went 
to Detroit by air when notified her 
son was critically ill He had died 
before she reached Detroit. A sister, 
Mrs. Carrie I‘arker, anc nephew, 
Joseph Schenck Marker, also sur- 
vive. 

Both Van and 
homes in Forest Hills, 


Schenck owned 
within a 


KELLER 


During the 


block of each other. 
summers Schenck always made his 
home on a 50-foot yacht, which he 
personally owned and navigated, 


JOSEPH A. MAXWELL 

Joseph A. Maxweil, 59, died sud- 
denly at his home in New York 
June 27, of acute indigestion. He 
had suffered from intestinal trouble 
for many years, which had aggra- 
vated his condition. 

Joe Maxwell had spent many 
years in the managerial and pro- 
ducing end of show business, al- 
though he first became known pro- 
fessionally around New York as an 
illustrated song singer on the lower 
east side. He attended St. Francis 
Xavier College and was a choir boy 
at age of five years. 

He and Al Simpson were cred- 
ited with turning out a popular 
song hit of some years ago 
entitled, “The Man With the Lad- 
der and the Man With the Hose.” 
For a long time Mr. Maxwell was; 
a member of the old Firemen’s 


benefactor and friend. 


Quartet, which sang during the 
New York run of Joseph Arthur's 
“Still Alarm.” 

He was associated with the late 
Joe Hart in vaude producing and 
at different times had managed 
shows as well as personally repre- 
senting acts. He managed Klaw & 
Erlanger units in 1916. For nearly 
two years he handled Healy and 
Cross. 

When John Zanft became active 
in Fox theatre operation he engaged 
Maxwell as manager of the Audu- 
bon, New York, and later trans- 
ferred him to the’ management of 


the Academy, 14th street. Later, 
with a change of policy, Maxwell 
left, but later returned to’ the 


Academy as stage manager and in 
charge of the stage productions. 
Again a switch had him out, al- 


through in recent months he had 
hopes of being restored to one of 
the Fox houses and only the day 


before his death was in the Harry 
Arthur offices seeking a connection 
with one of the Metropolitan houses. 

Mr. Maxwell had been twice mar- 
ried. His second wife and an eight- 
year-old daughter survive. 

Interment in Mt. Calvary ceme- 
tery, White Plains, N. Y. 


HENRY JEWETT 

Henry Jewett, 68, actor, died June 
24 at his home in West Newton, 
Mass. His widow, Frances H. 
Jewett, survives. 

Mr. Jewett was born in Australia 
in 1862 and before he was 20 was 
on the stage in AuStralia. We ob- 
tained his first big stage recognition 
as leading man for George Rignold, 
famous Shakespearean actor, and 
for five years was at Her Majesty's 
theatre, Sydney. 

He came to the U. S. in 1892, ap- 
pearing in San Francisco. His first 
notable American engagement was 
leading man with Julia Marlowe, 
touring the East with her. He was 


with Richard Mansfield during 
1894-95 and up to 1927 when he 
formed a repertoire Co. headed by 
Fanny Davenport. 

Mr. Jewett appeared in companies 
managed by Charles Frohman and 
George Tyler and had appeared in 
support of Ada Rehan and Viola 
Allen. 


He launched a three months’ 
season of Shakespeare plays in 
Boston, organizing the Henry 


Jewett Players. Later he opened 
the Copley theatre which he man- 
aged for eight years. 

He also founded the Repertory 
theatre in Boston when he mergec 
his own interests with the new or- 
ganization which became famous. 
He became a director and also ap- 
peared in principal parts. Mr. 
Jewett in 1927 received consider- 
able recognition in the celebration 
of having played 400 weeks of 
repertory under his own direction. 


RUSS WHYTAL 
Russ Whytal, 70, actor and play- 
wright, died June 24 in Presby- 
terian hospital, New York, of 
arteriosclerosis following a year and 
a half’s illness. 
Mr. Whytal had been off the stage 
since 1927 when his last appearance 
was in support of Fay Bainter in 
“The Garden of Eden” in 1927. His 
widow was professionally Mary 
Adelaide, actress, who is now in 
Europe. 
He was born in Boston and had 
studied to become a lawyer when 
he turned to the stage and made his 
debut at the Boston Museum. He 
was then 22 and remained at that 
house for five years. 
He had written plays, among them 
“For Fair Virginia” in which he 
starred on the road for five years. 
Among some of the shows in which 
he appeared were “The Pigeon,” 
“The Witching Hour,” “Common 
Clay,” “Redemption” and “Spanish 
Love.” 


EDGAR BAUME 
Edgar Baume, 61, for.years one 
of the most popular leading men 
who ever played stock in Milwaukee, 
died following a paralytic stroke at 
his Florida home. Following his re- 
tirement from the stage, Mr. Baume 
entered the real estate field and 
proved a success in that line of 
work, accumulating a fortune. 
He was married in 1909 to Mrs. 
Amy Orton, widow of a prominent 
physician. Mrs. Baume was on her 
way from Florida to MilWaukee 
when news of her husband’s death 
reached her. — 
JOHN TONS 

John Tons, 55, stage manager 
and road manager for Fanchon & 
Marco’s “Trees” Idea, playing east- 
ern Fox theatres, died in Niagara 
Falls, N. Y., last week. 
F & M executives say that Mr. 
Tons died of a broken heart. He 
had grieved continually ever since 
a faulty stag: web had caused an 
accident during a show in Fresno, 
Cal., and one of the Idea girls was 
severely injured. The girl didn’t 
die but she was ill for a long time. 

Mrs. Tons was with her husband 
when he died, having traveled with 
him since he left tre coast with the 
unit. 


JOE BROWN 

Joe Brown, assistant manager of 
Fox’s Poli theatre in Springfield, 
Mass., died in that city recently, 
following an auto crash in which 
the machine went into water and he 
was drowned. Mr. Brown was on 
his way back to Sprfnefield from 
Hartford when the accident oc- 
curred. 


WILLIAM REILLY 
William Franklin Reilly, former 
advance agent for popular priced 
attractions, died in the Flanders 
hotel, New York, June 29. He had 
been conducting the cigar stand 
in that hotel for :everal years. 


52, 


The mother, of Henry Pincus, 
manage: A. & H.’s Casino theatre, 
San Francisco, and Charles Pincus, 
Publix manager in Des Moines, died 
in San Francisco June 23. 


Charles H. Cummings, 62, who 
owned one of the first picture 
houses in Philadelphia, died in that 
city June 24. 


DEATHS ABROAD 


Lucienne de Meo, opera singer, in 


Paris. She specialized in Wagner- 
ian parts. 
Charles Prudhom, 87, died in 


Paris after a short illness. Born 
in Montmartre in 1843, he entered 
the Comedie Francaise in 1865, cre- 
ating over 20 parts before he re- 
tired from the stage in 1901. He 
remained until 1913 as general sec- 
retary of the Comedie Francaise. 
after which he lived in Paris in 
practical seclusion. 


FOREIGNS DONE ABROAD 


(Continued from page 7) 
guessed them on the turn the new 
business would take 

For the last couple of months the 
studios have been in the foreign 
production biz more or less reluc- 
tantly. Feeling has been that it had 
to be done, but none would venture 
to commit themselves as to the fu- 
ture. Paramount made the stab. 
Now, for the first time, the rest of 
them have made up their minds. 
“Europe or bust” is the slogan. 

Quality Versus Quantity 

It has been another case of quality 
versus quantity. Early idea was 
that Spanish talkers would be easy. 
Why not, with more Spanish speak- 
ers within hailing distance of Los 
Angeles than in any other spot in 
the country? But to speak a lan- 
guage and to act it, the studios dis- 
covered, were two different things. 
Now the cry is: “How can we make 
foreign pictures if we haven't the 
talent?” 

Importation of players has had its 
drawbacks aplenty. Immigration re- 
strictions were one thing, but just 
one. Imported talent wasn't always 
what it was ballyhooed. There were 
several instances of visiting players 
being switched to the minors after 
a couple of days before the cameras 
and mikes. 
All the studios are busy proing 
and conning, with the cost sheets 
playing the featured role. After the 
wrestle with the monetary consid- 
eration the verdict now is: “We can 
make them more natural abroad and 
at less cost.” 
Paramount’s current plan of con- 
fining its locally made foreigns to 
Spanish and an occasional French 
isn’t any too kosher, the execs there 
admit. With two Spanish editions 
in the bag, the foreign department 
is now resting for a couple of 
months and awaiting the turn of 
events. 

Metro Decides 
Metro decided suddenly. that 
something had to be done foreign- 
wise last week. J. Walter Rubin is 
now en route to Europe carrying his 
own and the foreign department’s 
ide@ that Europe is the logical spot 
for its multi-linguals. Realizing no 
time was to be lost in laying all the 
cards on the table, “Rubin first 
hopped to Chicago to be met there 
by L. B. Mayer and Irving Thalberg 
to thresh it out. 

Viewpoint at that studio, general 
with all of them, is that Rubin’s re- 
turn will be the occasion for a 
Metro announcement that the bulk 
of the foreign stuff will be shot on 
the continent. Rubin is expected to 
pick sites while there. 

Universal got into the foreign 
production whirlpool this week with 
both feet. Heretofore, its contribu- 
tions to the European field have 
been sporadic. It will make sepa- 
rate versions in Spanish and Ger- 
man of its 20 pictures scheduled for 
the current year. First three for 
the three-way treatment are “All 
Quiet,” “Cat and the Canary” and 
“Boudoir Diplomat” (“Command to 
Love”). 

U’s European Casts 

These will be made here, but the 
studio is not relying on its talent 
for its extra editions from Holly- 
wood. Universal representatives are 
now lining up casts in Europe, with 
emphasis on the German. A like 
lineup of German talent is under 
way for Warner and First National 
films. 

But while Universalis set on mak- 
ing its first three foreigu versions 
here, a plan is under way for switch- 
ing this end of the biz to Europe.. 
Berlin is favored by U for its for- 
eign studio site. Paul Kohner, now 
in charge of foreigns at the local 
studio, 


is slated for an early trip 

there to arrange details and later 
take charge. 

While Fox has no definite plans 


as yet, the execs on the lot make no 
bones about admitting that the other 
side of the ocean is the logical spot 
for their extra versions. This studio 
is now starting its first Spanish ver- 
sions and reports one general head- 
ache in trying to get satisfactory 
casts from among the local Span- 
ish speakers. 
W. B.-F. N. Dabbling 

Warners-First National have two 
Spanish versions completed, “Bad 
Man” and “Adonis,” and on those 
lots the viewpoint is the same as 
the others. These studios will try 
German here with the imports they 
are now looking for, but European 
filming is also looked upon as a 
solution, 

Radio is playing a game of watch- 
ful waiting. Contributions to the 
foreign talker field from this studio 
were dubbed editions in Spanish and 


rerman of “Rio Rita” and “Ser- 


geant Grischa.” After that the ex. 
called a halt, The foreign departs 
ment is dark, with the officials cong 
fining themselves to English editiong 
and waiting to see what the otherg 
will do. 


No question that over-the-pon@ 
shooting will materialize for thig 
concern, The fact is, Radio execa 
were the first to talk foreign proe 
duction in Europe when the idea of 
multi-linguals first came up, 


86TH STREET 


(Continued from page 54) 


men, sort of Van and Schencks in 
embryo. Nice looking boys with 
agreeable presence but light nume 
bers mostly the pops that have been 
abundantly done on radio and the 
stage, such as “Man From the 
South.” One at piano and one out 
front with no dialect and nc comedy 
No. 2 here and that's an out their 
present speed. 

Come to think of it the Charles 
Howard Co. included a woman, but 
not in any prominent capacity. Thig 
seems to be a new arrangement for 
Howard, but it is new only in de- 
tail. In substance it is a repetition 
of others of his catch-as-catch-can 
burlesque teoupe bits, and not an 
especially funny bit at that. Howara 
appears as a bald headed shrimp 
waiter and engages in the usual 
tricks of voice and manner, but the 
material is rather blah, sans high 
lights and innocent of real solid 
laugh matter. Song and dance 
specialties are contributeé incidente 
ally during the 15-minute skit by, 
Berns Doyle, Willis Clarke and 
Hazel Klinger, but 10 minutes later 
you can’t remember a detail of the 
whole thing. 

Walter “Dare” Wahl next and ane 
other go at comedy in No. 4 which 
is pretty late for a dumb turn to 
start laughs and coax the mob to 
unbend. Theiv knockabout and bur- 
lesque acrobatics are amusing in a@ 
mild way, but after all it is the 
beautiful straight gymnastics that 
put them over, placed at the finish 
and as fine a display of two-man 
mat work as there is on view in 
vaudeville. 

Lee Twins closed (not the Baby 
Grands) acceptably for a girly flash 
but scarcely the style of turn de- 
Signed to hold ’em at the end of 
a specialty bill. Such _ spotting 
doesn’t give the girls a chance. Girls 
are young and extremely pretty and 
first rate steppers in tap and con- 


tortion-acrobatic styles; act is 
beautifully dressed and _ speedily 
paced. Has a line of six girls and 


a prima. Girls are billed as “Eight 
Stepping Beauties” and you have to ' 
take the billing on faith, because 
they work in lights so dimmed that 
you get nothing but their figures in 
silhouette, satisfactory silhouettes, 
to be sure. Trim and pretty flash 
for other spotting than shut. Rush. 


JEFFERSON 


(Vaudfilm) 

“The Big Pond,” screen, ostensibly 
draw over stage show for first half 
here. Standicg them up Sunday 
afternoon. 

Stage show ran smoothly, packing 
diversity, even though nothing of a 
wallopy nature. 

James Evans and Co., latter 
femme assistant, opened and got 
over nicely in speedy risley work 
that got more than usual. 

Birnes and Bell, mixed team, did 
well in next spot with chatter, sing- 
ing and dancing. Neat act and good 
deucer for any house. 

Arthur Petley and Co. scored in 
casting act with semblance of com- 
edy spacing most of the stunts and 
with everything getting across with 
a bang. 

Yates and Lawley, male *armony 
duo, with one of the boys at the 
piano, got away nicely in next niche 
with a song rep sufficiently diversi- 
fied to count. 

George Niblo and Co. grabbed 
plenty of lavghs with a hokum com- 
edy skit that had them roaring 
throughout. - The former buriesque 
comic was in fine mettle, giving 
them everything, and they went for 
him heavy. 

Will and Gladys Ahearn were 
other valuable adjuncts with their 
rope tossing, wise cracks, singing 
and dancing, all over. 

“Melody Parade,” Golden flash en- 
listing four women and seven men 
had an ensemble of yesteryear mel- 
ody hits and made a satisfactory 
closer. Edba. 


Curtiss-Wright Co. has a new 
number at Riverview, Chi. Consists 
of a number of cockpits of aero- 
planes, with controls. Give the be- 
aad all the thrills of student fly- 
ng. 


Robbins Bros.’ circus will likely 
get down to 10 cars. Old small top 
at winter quarters has been sent for. 


Fair men are going after free at- 
tractions, to be used at the gate, to 
cffset the bad biz they expect. 


Gentry Bros. passed up Hunting- 
ton, Ind., July 2 because the John 
Robinson outbilled them. 


Ringling office is still adding bill- 
ers to the advance crew. 
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Englewood 


Harry and Billy Clark, man and 
woman double. Song and dance, fair. 
Comedy song weak; comedy dance 
oke. Good music. Cosmopolitan 
Singers (8), and femme piano play- 
er. Singing great; routining and 
staging bad. Possibilities. Frank 
and Ethel Halls, man and woman 
comedy talk; special drop. Over 
nicely. Hollywood Serenaders, six 
kids, which includes four-kid band 
and girl and boy entertainers. Weak, 
but over in family house on young- 
ster appeal, 

-O’Connor Family, three grown-up 
children and mother, who plays 
piano; two boys hoofers, one show- 
ing comedy traits; three-year-old 
kid for encore bit; a natural and a 
riot. Janis and Dean, six-person 
musical comedy plot idea. No out- 
standing bit; talk, song and dancing 
weak. 

Whitey Holtman, blackface, works 
in comedy femme clothes; not a 
chance. Evelyn Dean and Co., one 
feionme, six men. Includes Arkin 
and Dean, hoofers. Weak song and 
dance flash. Jack Major, using 
trailer telling who he is; no recep- 
tion; songs oke but talk terrible. 
Billy Potter and Co., three-men 
comedy rough tumbling; oke and 
over big. 

“Alias French Gertie” (Radio). 
Biz good Tuesday night. Loop. 


William Cole has resigned as as- 
sistant manager of the Orpheum, 
R-K-O house in Spokane. He has 
returned to Chicago. Formerly as- 
sistant to Will Singer at the State- 
Lake here. 


Mort Beck appointed manager of 
local Donaldson, Douglas & Gumble 
office. 


Robbins Music Co. has moved into 
new offices at 808 Woods building. 


College Inn, Hotel Sherman, closed 
last week and reopens Labor Day. 


Sharkey-Schmeling fight film has 
been booked for entire Essaness 
cireuit. 


James Macpherson, in the hospital 
some time, has returned to work at 
the National Screen Service. 


For the first time in picture his- 
tory a trailer was advertised in the 
dailies when Publix-B. & K. plugged 
the trailer on “With Byrd at South 
Pole.” 


John R. Thompson Restaurant Co, 
which owns the ground of the Grant 
Hotel, planning a 30-story hotel and 
theatre on site. 


National Theatre opened June 30 
with W. E. sound. 


Jack Perry with Irving Berlin 
office seven years, now professional 
manager for Robbins branch, 


Max Bendix, chosen to lead the 
World’s Fair band in 1933, has 
started a series of civic concerts. 

Publix-B. & neighborhood 
houses giving free admission parties 
to graduating classes of neighbor- 
hood high school. 


AUGUSTA, ME. 


Hugh O’Connell has arrived at 
Lakewood to make his bow with the 
Lakewood Players in “Little Acci- 


dent” this week. O'Connell, who has 
just closed with the new George 
Kaufman play, “Once in a Life- 


R. K. O. WOODS 


“THE RICHEST MAN | 
IN THE WORLD” 


With LOUIS MANN 


time,” returns to that show when it 
resumes on Broadway, New York, in 
the fall. 

Howard Lindsey, director of the 
Lakewood Players, arrived last 
week and immediately took charge. 
Dorothy Stickney (Mrs. Lindsey) 
was with him. 

Robert Sparks has delayed his 
arrival at Skowhegan as he is man- 
aging ‘“‘Lysistrata” in New York. 

Helen Yorke, playing Publix thea- 
tres with Virginia Johnson, has 
composed a song, “All Through the 
Night” and had it published. Miss 
Yorke and Miss Johnson are due to 
open at the Palladium in London 
this month. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


Broadway—‘‘Not Damaged.” 

Parameount—‘‘In Shadow of the Law.” 

Orpheum—‘‘The Fal! Guy.” 

Rialto—‘‘Mamba.” 

United Artists—‘‘The Big House” (24 
week). 

Music Box—‘‘Ladies of Leisure.”’ 


Olive Borden, (screen), here for 
three days as special attraction at 
Jantzen Beach amusement park. 
Proved draw with Johnny Robin- 


lease on the National, dark for 
years and the third best house in 
the city, with a view to film-and- 
flesh policy. 


James F. Moyer, formerly assist- 
ant manager at Loew's State, re- 
signed. He is now assistant man- 
ager at one of the Warner houses, 
Pittsburgh. 


TOLEDO 


By E. H. GOODING 


Paramount—‘Border Legion’; 
show. 

Princess—“ Byrd at South Pole.’ 

Vita-Temple—‘“‘Lovin’ the Ladies.” 

Pantheon—‘‘Fall Guy.” 

Valentine—‘‘Lady of Scandal.”’ 

State—"“So This Is London.” 


stage 


Princess played Ohio premiere of 
“With Byrd at the South Pole” day 
early, Thursday (26), to coincide 
with first anniversary under Publix 
Lanner. Tieup with “News-Bee’ in 
promoting picture offered free seats 
to any reader who never had seen 
a picture. 


Armand, magician, furnished the 
Paramount lobby act last week. 
Oldest newspaper entered in Para- 
mount lobby display of old news- 
papers was the Bath, Eng., “Jour- 
nal,” published in April, 1756, which 
wen a cash prize. 


Paul Brown, blind brother of Joe 
E. Brown, Warner star, broadcasts 
regularly over local station WSPD 
as member of musical team of Paul 
ard Lee. 


Memory of former President War- 
ren G. Harding was honored by 


Hagenbeck-Wallace last week in 


otherwise indicatec 
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SYRACUSE 738 


son’s “Varsity Vagabonds” band. 


Three shows daily. 

Miniature golf courses are thick 
with a new one every day. Outside 
courses all well lighted and do best 
trade at night. Larry Keating, Sr., 
familiar figure of west coast show 
business, recently bought one. 


John Hamrick closed his Blue 
Mouse for the summer. This is 
fourth house to close in last few 
weeks. 


LOUISVILLE, KY. 


By RICHARD B. GILBERT 


Alamo—‘‘Born Reck!less. 


LBrown—‘'Cohens and Kellys in Scot 
land,”’ 
Mary Anderson—‘‘Murder Will Out.” 


Riakho—"‘With Byrd at the Sonth 
Pole.”’ 

State—‘'The Big House.” 
Strand—'‘Courage.” 


Walnut—‘“‘White Cargo.” 


Holiywood Showboat—Three-act dra- 
ma and vaudeville. 
George Laffel, president of the 


musicians’ local, reopened the Wal- 


nut Saturday with “White Cargo” 
(first run) and Western Electric 


sound, after being closed for three 


weeks to permit installation. This 
gives Louisville seven first run 
isound houses within a thousand- 


foot radius with a total seating ca- 
pacity of approximately 13,500. 

Vaudeville is predicted for the 
Rialto (R-K-O) by Sept. 15. Loew’s, 
directly across the street, will prob- 
ably meet this opposition with pres- 
entations, 


An out-of-towner with plenty of 
jack and a yen to return to show 
business may consider taking a 


SINGLE ROOM, 


HOTEL LORRAINE 


CHICAGO 


BATH, 
DOUBLE ROOM, BATH, $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
DOUBLE WITHOUT BATH, $14.60 WEEKLY 


LEONARD HICKS, President 


$2.00 UP 


IN CHICAGO 


LINDY’S RESTAURANT 


On Randolph Street 
Is Home, Sweet Home, to the Profession 
A Good Piace tc Eat and Meet 


Marion, O., the circus taking part 
in dedication of Harding memorial 
tomb. Circus band furnished music. 


Lima, O., business men have 
banded together and a_ syndicate 
will open the Quilna theatre, closed 
two years. House will be wiréd 
and will open in August. Merchants 
figure town needs a sound house to 
bring the rural trade in. F. C 
Fotch will be manager. 


The miniature golf course craze 
has reached the smaller towns. 
Hainen Thomson has just opened 
one behind his filling station in 
Bettsville, O. 


Putnam Co. fair, Ottawa, O., date 
is set for Sept. 30-Oct. 4. Event 
was about.to be discontinued. In- 
stead the management has decided 
to book in free acts, advertise in a 
wide radius and hold night sessions. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


By LESTER REES 


R. K. O. Orpheum—‘‘Women Every- 
where’; vaude, 

Minnesota—"So This Is Londen,” Will 
Rogers in person; stage show. 

Century—Byrd at Pole.” 


State—‘‘Shadow of Law.” 
Shubert—‘‘White Cargo.”’ 
Lyric—‘‘Captain of Guard.” 


Aster—‘‘Back Pay.” 


Grand—‘‘The Texan” (2d run). 


| 


Following a season in Winnipeg, 
the Cohn Berlin Yiddish company 
has been giving one performance a 
week at the Shubert here to capac- 
ity. Goes from here to Chicago, 

Seventy-five cents is night ad- 
mission for “White Cargo” and 
Sharkey-Schmeling fight pictures, 
first talkers ever to be shown at the 
Shubert. Albert Dezel is renting 
house, 


A two-reel Radio comedy, “Black 
and Tan,” with Duke Ellington and 
his band, took screen honors away 
from the feature at the Hennepin- 
Orpheum last week. “Short” was 


| greeted with applause at every per- 
| formance, 


There'll be no night baseball in 
Minneapolis, management of the 
local American Association club an- 
nounces. With the revamped seventh 
place team in a winning streak for 
the first time this season, fans are 
turning out again and even week- 
day attendance leaves little to be 
desired, apparently not being ad- 
versely affected by the general busi- 
ness depression and unemployment 


i Which are hurting the theatres, ] 


DES MOINES 


R. W. MOORHEAD 
Casino—Chanege. 
Moines——‘“The Rig House”; “With 

Byrd at the South Pole.” 

Family—Chanege. 

Garden—‘‘Young Man of Manhattan”; 
“Rogue Song.” 

Orpheum— V audfiim. 

Palace—Change. 


Paramount—‘'Florodera Girl’; ‘The 
Border Legion.” 
Strand — “Sweethearts and Wives’; 


“Second Floor Mystery.” 


“Putt” Mossman, m. River- 
view park, put on motorcycie high 
dive into lagoon for Pathe camera- 
men. 


Garden, Marion, Iowa, purchased 
from F. C. Williams by H. R. 
Brome, Chadron, Nebr. Being re- 
modeled. Broadway, P-P house at 
Council Bluffs, also being remodeled 
for $25,000 cooling system. 


City council grinding the ax to 
operate on commercial dances op- 
erating here under guise of frater- 
nal orders, since fraternal orders 
are not required to pay the higher 
commercial tax. 


Summer policy of local P-P office 
putting on stage shows at Para- 
mount on reduced budget, meeting 
with success. Shows feature stage 
band and intersperses Chi vaude 
talent with local talent for filler. 
Some of the stage band boys even 
learning to hoof. 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


By DON RECORD 
Lyceum—‘‘Command to Love” (stock). 
RKO Palace—''Not Damaged"; vaude. 
RKO Temple—“Young Desire,” ‘“‘Cock 

of the Walk.” 
Loew’s Rochester— ‘Big House.” 
Eastman—‘‘With Byrd at the South 
Pole.” 
Regent—'‘‘Florodora” (2d week). 
Strand—Chanege. 
Family—Chanege. 


Eastman theatre has Hughes Dog 
Circus as free lobby show for week. 


Kondolf - Folmer 
“Strange Interlude” in July at $2 
top. Good season so far. Reviving 
three of last season's successes for 
July, “The Squall,” “Command to 
Love” and “Shanghai Gesture.” 


stock plays 


Trying out midnight shows at 
Eastman during hot weather with 
previews of coming week’s picture. 
Dropped price to 50c all seats for 
Byrd picture. 


Rochester Community Players, 
(amateur) with 2,000 members, 
offers $300 prize for best new play 
in statewide contest outside New 
York City. Sensational sex plays 
barred. Contest closes January 31, 
1931. 


NEW VAUD CIRCUIT 


(Continued from page 65) 


house being built in Leicester 
square has been taken over by Sir 
Walter and Beniley. Buchanan's 
interest consisted of $50,000 paid for 
a block of stock, $15,00Q advanced 
for incidental expenses and $25,009 
deposited as earnest on an engage- 
ment to subscribe to $250,000 more 
in stock. 

All the money paid in by the 
comedian has been returned to him 
and he has been relieved of all re- 
sponsibility in connection with the 
enterprise. Gibbons and Bentley 
have practically completed arrange- 
ments with U. A. to make the house 
a show window for U. A. product 
in England. House is set to open 
the end of October, starting with 
pre-release of a new Chapiin pic- 
ture. 

Bentley is the oldest agent in 
England. He is now concentrating 
on the acquisition and building of 
picture houses in the London sub- 
urbs. He would not confirm the 
United Artists report. Said an 
agent was now in New York carry- 
ing on negotiations to that end. 

Manager Sues 


With the new West End theatre 
as a show window and around 50 
theatres. controlled by the same 


firm, United Artists would be able 
to handle the distribution in the 
English territory without regard to 
the other national circuits. 

Edward Pickering, former man- 
ager for Buchanan, has brought suit 
against the comedian demanding 
20,000 for alleged breach of verbal 
centract for money paid on Bu- 
chanan’s account and for commis- 
sions on the transactions in new 
theatre shares. Another claim al- 
leges failure to detiver some of 
Paird’s Television shares. 
Buchanan has filed his answer to 
the suit and has depesited with the 
court the sum of $800, which he 
characterizes as a tender of settle- 
ment. 


Wheeling, Va., has barred carnys 
the last four years, but the Mel- 
ville Reiss outfit showed at Bridge 
ark, across the river, and got a 
big week. 


HARTFORD 
Capitol (5) 
“Trees’’ I 
Terrell & Henley 
Naynon's Birds 
Reicard & Levine 
Mavis & Ted 
Fawcett & Thurst'n 
Esther Campbell 
HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages (3) 
“Cadets” I 
(Others to fill) 
LONG BEACH 
West Coast 
Ist half (4-6) 
“Country Club” I 
Leonora Cori 
Masters & Grayce 
Rae Samuels 
MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (4) 
‘Gyp Gyp Gypsy’ I 
Chaz Chase 
Evers & Greta 
Jean Alexandria 
Jack Visskin 
Ruth Leavitte 
NEW HAVEN 
Palace (5) 
“Cerar’’ 
Maurice & Vincent 
Royal Samoans 
La Petit Marie 
Oscar Taylor 
NIAGARA FALLS 
Strand (5) 
“Skirts” I 
MacDonald & Dean 
Julia Curtiss 
Ruth Silver 
Up in the Air Girls 
OAKLAND 
Oakland (4) 
“Rose Garden” I 
Red Donahue & Pal 
Harold Stanton 
Helen Hughes 
Hall & Bssley 
Fearless 4 
3 Jacks & 2 Girls 
Earl Wallace 5 
He'en Petch 
Aerial Girls 
Sunkist Beauties 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
Orpheum 
2d half (8-10) 
“Hot Dominoes’ I 
Les Klicks 
Paul Mall 
Libonati 
Hart W & Polly 
Terry Green 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (4) 
“Desert’’ I 
E & M Beck 
Muriel Stryker 
Cropley & Violet 
Ch’ Eagle Feather 
Carla Tormey Girls 
PORTLAND 
Broadway (3) 
“Smiles” I 
Lamberti 
Slate Bros 
Dorothy Nevelle 


Week of 


FINSBURY PARK 
Empire 
Geo Clarke 
Kimderley & Page 
Max Miller 
Three Bradleys 
Reno & Andy 
16 Drury Lane B's 
LONDON 
Hippodrome 
Sons o’ Guns 
NEW CROSS 
Empire 
“Crack-a-Jacks” 


BIRMINGHAM 
Empire 
“There’s No Arg't”’ 
srand 

Irish Smiles 
Royal 
Dear Love 
BLACKPOOL 
Grand 
Third Time Lucky 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra 


Rialto—''Byrd at 
Elitch’s—‘‘Let Us 


BILLS NEXT WEEK 


(Continued fr 


om Page 56) 


Walter Bradbury 


SAN DIEGO 
Fox (3) 
“Idea in Blue” 
(Others to fill) 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (4) 
“Romance” U 
Castleton & Mack 
Jerome Mann 
Robert Cloy 
SAN JOSE 
California 
2d half (6-9) 
“Seeing Double’ U 
Stroud 2 
St John & Elca 
Kane & Falla 
Maltby 
Holly & Electric 
SALEM 
Elsinore 
Ist half (5-6) 
“Brunettes” I 
Chirot & Mercedo 
Seymour & Corncob 
Hassans Co 
Hirsch-Arnold Girls 
SEATTLE 
Sth Ave. (3) 
“City Service” I 
Shapiro & O'Malley 
Seb Meza 
Laddie La Monte 
George Jage 
Frank Sterling 
SPRINGFIELD 
Palace (5) 
& Candreva Bros 
Don Carroll 
Paul Olsen 
B & E Buroff 
Keo Yoki & Toki 
ST. LOUIS 
Fox (4) 
“Bells & Belles” I 
Eddie Hill 
Eva Thornton 
D'n’by Bell R'gers 
Tommy Harris 
Frances Ted & B 
Loretta 


Roy Smoot 
Francia 
Al & Hack Rand 
Hector Co 
Harris 3 
Georgene & Henry 
W’SHINGT'N, D.C. 
Fox (4) 
“International” I 
Markell & Faun 
Frederico Flores 
Mignon Laird 
Billy Carr 
Osaka Boys 
WORCESTER 
Palace (5) 
“Sunshine” I 
Vince Silk 
Barton & Young 
Langan & Selby 
Mary Lou 


Richard Wally 


LONDON 


June 28 


STRATFORD 
Empire 
Talbott O'Farrell 

Reg Stone Co 
Wilson Hallett 
Sterndale 
Jack Conway 
Marie Nyman 
Leslie’s Embas G's 
Mex & Lex 
Jinks & Trixie 
Victoria Palace 


De La Folie Pure 


PROVINCIAL 


Henderso & Lennox 
Murray's Club Girls 
MANCHESTER 
Palace 
“Follow Through” 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire 

Roy's Lyrica!s 
Edythe Hyland 
Rud Monte Carlo M 
Norman & Arnold 
J Marks & lly Luck 


Casino de Paris Rego 2 
CARDIFF NEWPORT 
Empire Empire 
“Making Whoopie” | “Piccadilly Melody” 
EDINBURGH NOTTINGHAM 
Empire Empire 
Honeymoon Follies Dolls” 
GLASGOW Royal 
Athambra Hamilton Deane Co 
Jack Hylton Co PORTSMOUTH 
Empire Royal 
“Making Good” A Denville Co 
HANLEY SHEFFIELD 
Grand Empire 
"Funny Side Up” “Splendour” 
HULL SOLTHAMPTON 
Palace Empire 
Bill Merson Show Houston Sis 
LEEDS Max Wall 
Empire Van Dock 
“So This Is Love” Robb Wilton 
Royal Dorray Sis & Hilda 
Mello & Nello 
LIVERPOOL Ted Ray 
Empire Terina 
Gracie Fields SOUTHSEA 
Archie Pitt King’s 
Tommy Fields Amateur 
Auntie SWANSEA 
Fred Culpitt Empire 
Laurel Bros ‘Wheel of Fun & M 
By J. A. ROSE 
Aladdin —‘“‘Golden Dawn.” 
Tabor—‘‘Skinner Steps Out stage 
how. 
Denver—"‘Shadow of Law”; stage show, 
America—‘‘Mammy.” 


Be Gay”’ 


(stock), 


into Huffman’s 
after a week at 


“Mammy” goes 
America for a run 
his Aladdin. 


“Passion Play” will be presented 
in the. Denver University stadium 
four nights by Freiburg Players. 


Elmer E. Scholtz has been grant- 


ed a patent on an apparatus de- 
signed to make it appear the or- 
chestra plays under water. The 
tank has a curved back so that part 
of the water is above and in front 
and an agitator completes the ‘il- 
lusion, 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 2, 1939 


and Los Angeles 
“Variety’s” Office, 6282 Hollywood Boulevard, at Vine Street (Taft Bldg.) 
Phone Hollywood 6141 a 


Judge Walter Hanby dismissed 
the action of Symona_ Boniface 
against Arthur Gregor, in which she 
claimed Gregor was infringing on 
her copyright of the title, “Decency.” 
Gregor’s play of that name is at the 
Mayan. Miss Boniface is the author 
of a one-act play called “Decency,” 
which was produced at the Mus- 
keteers Club last fall. 

Judge stated that in presenting 
the sketch before a small audience 
Miss Boniface had not sufficiently 
established the title as her property. 


While some actors are thinking 
about food, Fred Esmelton is mak- 
ing it his business. His caterer 
shingle hangs out in West Holly- 
wood, 


Charles Brown, after three months 
in the John Lancaster office, is now 
agenting for Max Hart. 


A plan to have Leatrice Joy as 
guest star with the Savoy Players 
at San Diego, in a show directed 
by Warren Millais, fell through 
when the management checked with 
Equity office in Hollywood. Millais 
is on the nix list. 


Frank Holliday, former super- 
visor of Laurel and Hardy comedies 
for Roach, and Harry Oaks, writer, 
have teamed as an agency for play- 
ers and writers. 


Fanchon & Marco's “Green Devil” 
unit opens at the Colorado, Pasa- 
dena, July 3, with Peg-Leg Bates, 
Miles and Kover, Harvey Karels 
and Nee Wong featured. 

George Sackett, former office 
manager for Lyons & Lyons, is back 
with the agency but not as manager. 
He resigned a couple of weeks ago. 

The following assignments were 
made last week: 

Meiro is taking care to fortify 
the dialog in “Naughty Marietta” 
by having two writers do the job. 
Bella Spewack and Carey Wilson 
are assigned. 

Karl Freund to direct German 
“All Quiet,’ U. 

James Marcus and H. B. Warner, 
“Devil with Women,” Fox. 
Norman McLeod to 
with John Cromwell on 

Sawyer,” Par. 
Junior Durkin, “Spanish Acres,” 


co-direct 
“Tom 


EN THE BIG SHOTS” 7 
OF STAGE AND SCREEN : 

HOLLYWOOD 
% THEY ALWAYS LIVE AT THE 


Par. 

Ernest Hilliard, FN. 

Ralph Graves to Univgrsal for 
screen treatment on a Rex Beach 
novel. 

Hobart Heuley to direct “The 
Firt,” a re-make, for Universal. 

Lew Cody, “Sit Tight,” WB. 

Frank Elliott, ‘““The Little Cafe,” 
Par. 

Ralph Ince, “Little Caesar,” FN. 

Douglas Doty to write “Leather- 
pushers,” U. 

Arthur Lake, Earl Hampton and 


Mary Hutchinson, “Humanette,” 
short, Radio. 

David Newell, “Leatherpush- 


Joseph W. Girard, “Just lmagine,” 
Fox. 

Walter Byron from Pathe to Fox 
for “Hot Numbers.” 

Carl Kines completes the cast in 
“Kismet,” FN. 

Marion Nixon, femme 
“College Lovers,” FN. 

Wilbur Mack, “Sweethearts on 
Parade,” Curistie. 

Don Hayes to edit “Jazz Cinder- 
ella,” Chesterfield. 


lead in 


New me. at the Fox W. C. Boule- 
vard is Jackie Sonders, transferred 
frem the Fox Fifth Avenue, Seattle. 


Success of the Adohr grand opera 
concerts over KFI has prompted the 
station to organize its own opera 
broadcasting company to go on the 
air when the Adohr contract ex- 
pires. 

George Sackett, resigned, has 
been succeeded by Fred Campbell 
as manager of Fox West Coast 
Uptown theatre. 


Advance exploitation on United 
Artists’ “What a Widow” and “Lot- 
tery Bride” is being handled on the 
coast by Foster Goss, local p.a. He 
will be away from here four weeks, 
starting his ballyhoo in San Fran- 
cisco. 


Latest cafe to close downtown is 
the Lafayette. Opened by Henry 
Miller, it continued when Ray West 
and his orchestra went in on a per- 
centage basis. West left, biz 
dropped, and the eatery folded. 


Warner's new Beverly Hills house 
wil! be at Wilshire and Reeve Drive 
instead of Wilshire and Canyon. 
Ground will be broken in the fall. 


John Francis Dillon will direct 
“The Reckless Hour” for FN. Pic- 
ture is based on Willard Cather’s 
story, “The Lost Lady.’ 


First National publicity office has 
written a series of radio monologs 
for Frank McHugh, contract player 
of the studio. They will be broad- 
cast locally as exploitation. 


Upon completion of Henry 
Santrey’s interstate tour of 10 
weeks it is understood he will re- 
turn here to succeed Ben Bernie's 
band at the Hotek Roosevelt 
Blossom Room. Policy of the hotel 
is to change bands every three 
months. 


Dorothea Antel 


226 W. 72d St. 
New York City 


Joe Rock engaged by Columbia 
to co-direct with Eddie Buzzell on 
shorts. 

F. Hugh Herbert will 
original for M-C. 


write an 


Ramon Romero is doing a news- 


The Sunshine Shoppe 


paper story for William Haines and 


Metro. Story has no news office 
background as it concerns society 
chatterers at Palm Beach. 

Artie Pierce has joined the 
Johnny Collins-Joe Sullivan agency. 


Always 


the Hil af tha 


A Well Dressed Production Is Sold 


With the Opening Number! 


For Rent, Sale or Manufactured to Your Designs 


For Prices 


Wire or Write HARRY BOURNE 


CARE 


643 SO. OLIVE ST, LOS ANGELES, CAL. 


NEE EEE 


shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


INTERNATIONALE 


SAN FRANCISCO 


By WALTER RIVERS 


Maybe the Pantages boys, Rodney 
and Lloyd, are planning to get a 
foothold in San Francisco again, but 
the opinion of most showmen here 
regarding a story that got into print 
this week concerning such a step is 
“hooey.” 

Yarn stated that Rodney and 
Lloyd Pantages had bought the old 
Union Square Theatre in O'Farrell 
street opposite the new Erlanger’s 
Columbia and intended to remodel it 
for reopening as a vaude house. 

The Union Square has. been 
empty for a good many months, 
and to put it into shape for 
reopening would be about equivalent. 
to building an entire new house. 
Last operated by Ackerman & Har- 
ris as combo vaude-pictures. House 
was built by “Bronco Billy” Ander- 
son in 1914 when he was a big 
league picture star and wanted a 
theatre to play with. He staged 
“The Candy Box Revue” and brought 
out the late J. J. Rosenthal to man- 
age it for him. He lost a couple of 
fortunes on the venture. 


What might be termed “the bird” 
or the "razberry’” was given by 
audiences at R-K-O’s pheum here 
last week when a enerst Electric 
refrigerator contes. va featured 
with a mechanical .°. 0x in the 
lobby and a 10-minuitt ics talk on 
the screen. The audience resentment 
was not confined to any particular 
audience but was demonstrated at 
various times in the form of boos, 
catcalls, kidding remarks and a gen- 
eral spoofing of the whole idea. 
Attitude of the payees was they 
came for a show, to be amused, and 
not to listen to chatter usually ad- 
dressed by sales managers to their 
go-getters with the order books. 
Looked at from a serious aspect 
indication was the stunt was more 
harmful to the G. E. than beneficial, 
putting the reverse gear on the old 
good will angle. Certainly didn’t 
make it any too soft for the local 
manager who has to shoulder all the 
responsibility. 


Frank Hill, who -went east as 
manager for Charlotte Greenwood’s 
“She Couldn’t Say No” company, 
got back here this week. The com- 
pany closed following eight weeks at 
Erlanger, Chicago. Henry Duffy be- 
hind the tour. 


New managerial lineup for R-K-O 
ouses in this region places Cliff 
Work in direct charge of all houses 
here and divorces him from the dic- 
tatorship of R-K-O officials in 
Southern California. 

Larry Wagnon is out as general 
manager of William B. Wagnon 
theatres, operating Embassy and 
Davies here. Duties being taken 
care of by Bill Wagnon himself. 
Larry Wagnon stepped out when a 
retrenchment policy went into effect 
following the period of big slump in 
all downtown picture houses. 


Brock Pemberton gave out a story 
here that Margaret Perry, who is 
doing the lead in “Strictly Dis- 
honorable,” now current at Erlang- 
er’s Columbia, is going to London to 
play the same role. She is a 
daughter of Antoinette Perry, who 
staged the show. 


Walter Krausgzrill, orchestra leader 
here, went to the hospital this week 
to have his face sewed up. He was 
hit with a golf ball while driving his 
automobile past the Ingleside links. 
The ball crashed through the wind- 
shield before striking Krausgrill. 


“Student Prince’ was scheduled 
for five performances at the Oak- 
land auditorium, but cancelled Mon- 
day account of illness of Allen Prior, 
its star. Advance sales of $370 re- 
funded. 


“Dracula,” with Bela Iugosi, fol- 
lows Edward Everet Horton at the 
Fulton. 3usiness is good at this 
stand. Grosses only fair at the Duf- 
win with stock and no draw names. 


Perry Askam, star of the coast 
production of “New Moon,” is a 
special attraction at the Fox, Oak- 
land, stage show. 


MILWAUKEE 


By FRANK J. MILLER 


Alhambra—“Bride of Regiment.” 
Davidson—‘‘Western Front’ (3d week). 
Garden—‘'Bad One.” 
Majestic—'‘‘Courage.” 
Merrill—‘‘Socia! Lion.” 
Palace-Orpheum—‘‘Hell Harbor.” 
Riverside—'‘What a Man"; vaude. 
Strand—‘Byrd at South Pole.”’ 
Wisconsin—‘‘Devil’s Hoiiday’’; 
show. 


stage 


Eddie Raasch, 28, race driver of 
Mosinee, Wis., was killed at State 


Fair Park, Milwaukee, when his car 
crashed through a fence during the 
Sunday races, 


Erwin La Verne, dancer, was 
awarded a judgment of $30 against 
Marjorie Lee Brooks, stag party 
impresario. La Verne told Judge 
Runge he had understood that he 
who dances must pay the fiddler, 
but that he figured it was different 
in a night club, where those who 
dance ought to be paid by the night 
club hostess. 

La Verne and his partner, Hertha 
Clemens, were engaged by Mrs. 
Brooks for appearance at the 
Brooks night club at New Coeln, 
Wis., the hostess agreeing at the 
time to pay the said $30. 

The judge stopped a vivid de- 
scription of his dancing by La Verne 
to award him the sum desired. 


Name of the new firm operating 
the Davidson is the Klein Corpora- 
tion, of which. B. F. Klein is presi- 
dent, Medford W. Stone, vice-pres- 
ident, and L. A, Lecher, secretary. 
The Klein organization took over 
the house from Sherman Brown 
May 19, when the veteran manager 
retired. “Western Front” film has 
proven excellent opening attraction 
for the Klein firm in spite of the 
extreme heat. It is being road 
showed. 


Harry Wren has left Palace-Or- 
pheum, succeeded as manager by 
Edward Hall Payne. 


Despite last minute legal efforts 
by labor and theatre interests, Cir- 
cuit Judge Otto H. Breidenbach va- 
cated the temporary’ § injunction 
against daylight saving and Mil- 
waukee set its clocks ahead an hour 
beginning Sunday, June 29. There 
is a state law against tampering 
with the clock, but the judge, in 
making his decision, held that the 
law did not apply to individuals, but 
restricted only state and city gov- 
ernments from working under any- 
thing but central standard time. 
Theatre men were opposed to the 
daylight saving. 


No more carnivals will be per- 
mitted to use city playgrounds if a 
resolution by School Director George 
O. Strehlow is adopted by the school 
board’s finance committee at the 
next meeting. Alderman Higgins 
recently obtained a permit allowing 
a carnival to use the city grounds 
at Fifth and Vliet streets. At the 
time a church was receiving 10% 
of the gross, but according to the 
new resolution there will be no ex- 
ceptions to the rule banning carni- 
vals of any type on city property. 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


By CHESTER B. BAHN 


Keith’s—“‘French Gertie’; vaude. 
Loew’s—‘“‘Caught Short." 
Strand—‘“Dumbbells in Ermine.’ 
Paramount—‘‘Byrd at Pole,’’ 
Eckel—‘‘Czar Broadway.” 
Empire—All sound. 
Syracuse—Vaudfilm. 


Cinema Critics’ Club is coming in 
for managerial attention. Within 
10 days its members have been en- 


Paramount and Keith’s. 


While the Byrd South Pole pic- 
ture did not begin its regular en- 
sagement at the Paramount until 
Friday, Andy Roy introduced it at a 
midnight preview on Wednesday. 
It was a half public, half guest per- 
formance. Roy displayed a neat bit 
of showmanship by inviting George 
N. Crouse, three times a Graf Zep- 
pelin passenger, to speak at the 
screening. 


Tabloid stock plays were added to 
the programs of the Utica Stanley 
theatre Saturday. They are being 
staged by Brace Conning, one of the 
organizers of the Utica Civie thea- 
tre which flourished there for a 
time. Company includes Truman 
Quevil, Virginia Stevens, Mary Roth, 
Richard Bender and M. Fania. 

John Sawka, of Utica, waited two 
years for the return to that city of 
tingling-Barnum Circus to launch 
a damage suit for $1,000. He al- 
leges that on June 8, 1928, he was 


tertained at parties at the Eckel, 


——} 


struck on the head and knocked * 
down by a circus wagon while stang. 
ing on acurb. A sheriff's jury hag 
been directed to assess damages p 
Justice William F. Dowling. 


With 75,000 Syracusans g£0ing to 
work on daylight saving time, but 
with the theatres, newspapers, post 
office and public offices adhering to 
standard time, confusion here js 
general. 


Victor Frank returned to his as. 
sistant managerial duties at Loew'y 
State this week after a vacation 
spent at Atlantic City. 


Following the lead of Loew's 
State, which accompanied its policy 
change to straight films on Saturday 
with a 20-cent price slash, R-K-90 
Keith’s on Monday knocked off 19 
cents from its 60-cent top, effective 
Monday to Friday inclusive. Keith’s 
continues vaude as an adjunct to 
its pictures during the summer, 
Whether the Paramount and War- 
ner’s Strand, now getting 50 cents 
as a top, will make cuts to meet 
the hot weather reductions of their 
competitors is undetermined. Pub- 
lix, it is said, will study the possible 
effect on business at least a weelr 
and probably two; “With Byrd at 
the South Pole,” now playing, is not 
regarded as a fair test. 


DALLAS 


By RUDY DONAT 


Majestic—‘‘On Level’; vaude. 
Palace—‘'Shadow of Law”; stage show, 
Melba—‘‘Byrd at 

Old Mill—‘'Troopers Three.” 
Capitol—‘“‘Beau Bandit.” 


“So This Is London,” held over 
at Majestic (R-K-O), first flicker 
in town this summer to draw real 
biz. 


Houston planning new $35,000 lit- 
tie theatre. Although largest Texas 
city, only recently went for ama- 
teur stock, 


With Palace (Publix) taking most 
of WFAA’s studio band per option 
when Palace dropped units last 
spring, both places have revamped 
bands. Russell Cook opened this 
week as m. c., with Will Stahl in 
pit, and Harold Ramsay, organist. 
First unit opened this week, making 
Dallas last stand on Texas circuit 


Sharkey-Schmeling film drew only 
small biz at Capitol in contrast to 
Tunney-Dempsey fight film that 
still holds record in state for the 
b. o. 


Employees saved Old Mill (Pub- 
lix) from flames when fire broke out 
beneath floor. Slight damage and 
no patrons in house at time. 


Smith Ballew replacing Isham 
Jones at Peacock Terrace of Baker 
hotel in July, with Ben Bernie 
scheduled in August. 


STEIN BOOKLET 


“HOW TO MAKE UP” 


professional use. Straight roles, 
character roles, etc. 16 pages 
in color. Free to anyone. Write 
STEIN COSMETIC CO. 
Dept. 50, 51 Madison Ave., N. Ye 


Guervini & Co. 
The Leading and 
Largest 
ACCORDEON 
FACTORY 
in the Unites States 
The only Factory 
that makes any ect 
of Reeds — made by 

hand. 
277-279 Cotumbus 
Avenue 
San Francisco. Cal. 
tree Catalogues 


SALE 


20% DISCOUNT SALE 
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ALL 


WE DO REPAIRING 


on All Leather Goods and Fitted Cases 
STRICTLY UNION MADE 


Professional Trunks 


Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mende! Trunks 
| MODELS—ALL SIZES ON HAND 
AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 
ALSO 1,000 USED TRUNKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
OPEN EVENINGS 


568 Seventh Avenue, between 40th and 41st Streets, New York Citv 


SOULE AGENTS ©OR H & M TRUNKS IN THE EAST 
Phones: Longacre 6197. Pennsylvania 9064 


SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


WRITE FOR CATALOG 


During your lay-off season, why not eccept a position as hostess and dance 
Instructress? 


TANGO GARDENS 
116 East 14th St., New York 


Good salary 


FAM‘O US 


Complete instruction in the “Art 
of Make-Up” for amateur and 
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THE DUPLEX 


HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


. 830 West 43rd Street, New York 


Longacre 7132 
Three and four rooms with bath, 
complete kitchen. Modern in every 
particular, Will accommodate four 
or more adults. 
$12.00 UP WEEKLY 
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Baker Charles 
Polla Wc 


Breg Mae 

Buckner Evelyn 
Ronnie Wr 
De Angelis Jeff’rs’n | Ross Jerry 
Singer Jack 


Fowler Jean 
Stevens M Mrs 


Fuller Dorothy 
Gordon Roy Vanderell Josie C 


Workstell Maurice 
Young Halfred 


OFFICE 
Lightfoot Peggy 


O’Donnell Peggy 


CHICAGO 


Bainsfair Frank E 
Blatherwick Malla 
Burkley Vivian 
Byrnes Johnny 


Morrow Miss M 
Robertson Bob 


Saxton Teddy 
Smith Rex 
Sweeney Fred 
White Bob 
Worth & Marks 


Cortez J 


Gerhart Reba 
Gilbert Bert 


Lamar Jack 


PITTSBURGH 


By HAROLD W. COHEN 


Pitt—‘“‘All Quiet” (5th week). 
Penn—‘'Lady of Scandal’; stage show. 
Stanley—'‘‘Numbered Men’"’; stage show, 
Aldine—‘‘Born Keckless.”’ 
Harris—‘‘Journey’s End.’’ 
Enright—‘‘Bride of Regiment.”’ 
Sheridan Sq.—‘'He Knew Women.” 


Buster Keaton’s first talker, “Free 
and Easy,” failed to get first-run 
booking here. It goes into South 
Hills and Mt. Oliver theatres, Har- 
ris neighborhood houses, for two 
days only this week-end. 


New Kenyon, Northside small- 
seater, a split week stand, playing 
“Journey’s End” for full week. It’s 
day and date with downtown Harris. 


Injunction issued against Show 
Boat last week, restraining cabaret 
from selling liquor for one year. 
Bond of $1,000 posted to insure or- 
der and cafe will re-cpen in fall 
under new management. 


TORONTO 


By MURRAY SINCLAIR 
Tivoli—‘‘Hold Everything.” 
Uptown—“‘Devil’s Holiday.” 
Loew’s—‘‘The Divorcee.”’ 
Imperial—‘‘What a Man.’ 
Shea’s Hip—‘‘Officer O’Brien.” 


Work started on new $2,000,000 
Famous Players Can, theatre on 
Yonge St. here. 


Royal Alexandra, city’s oldest 
legit which hasn’t had a losing week 
in 15 years, opens June 28 with 
talkers. “All Quiet on the Western 
Front” first feature. 


“Hold Everything” opened to less 
than half filled house for first two 
days but held over for two weeks: 
“Journey’s End,” just finished two 
weeks, is returning following week. 


OTTAWA, CAN. 


By W. M. GLADISH 


Ottawa Valley Amusement Co., 
Pembroke, Can., opened four O’Brien 
theatres at the end of June in Pem- 
broke, Arnprior, Renfrew and Al- 
monte. They were acquired from 


the Allen Theatre Enterprises. The 
general manager is J. H. Bruck, 


Pembroke. 


Nolan, Nolan Theatre 
Enterprises, is installing his ‘““Mag- 
nascope” device for screen en- 
larging in theatres of Halifax and 
St. John. Thirty Canadian theatres 
now using the equipment. 


Ambrose 


The name “Pantages” has been 
dimmed for the last time in Canada 
With the reopening of the Pantages 
at Victoria, B. C., as the Coliseum, 
this being the last of the Pantages 
line in the Dominion. James Mc- 
Grath, formerly of London, England, 
has taken over the Coliseum. 


MCNTREAL 


His Majesty’s—“Western Front” (2d 
week). 

Palace—‘‘Devil’s Holiday.” 

Capitol—“'Lady of Sc andal, 

Texan.’ 

Princess—‘‘Hell Harbor.” 

Imperial—‘‘Thing Ca!led Love.” 

Roxy—‘‘Joan of Arc’ (2d week). 

Strand—Double bill. 

Empress—Double bill. 

Orpheum—Stock. 

Provincial] Theatre Managers’ 


Ass'n held last meeting after years 
in office 


of present officers and 


fwhich 


Opposite 
N. V. A. Clut 


$9 and Up Single 

$14 and Up Double 

Shower Baths Hot 

and Cold Water and 
Telephone 


Electric Fans 


264-268 West 46th Street 
New York City 


137-139 West St. 
NEW YORK 
ciTy 


Completely 
remodeled— 
everything of 
best — Simmons 
furniture (Beauty- 
rest mattresses), hot 
and cold watcr, tele- 
phones, showers, 
2 for Single Room 
+6. = for Double Room 
$18 00-$21.00 for Double 
Private Bath) 
This is the ideal hotel for the Pro- 
fession—in the heart of the 
theatrical section 
Phones Bryant 0573. 4-5 


faded out. Body ‘hee done prac- 
tically nothing but make debts. 


Unemployment and wet weather 
have about done their worst this 
summer to picture houses. Main 
stems are down close on $60,000 in 
grosses for May and June as com- 
pared with last year’s figures, 


J. Hector Dutrisac appointed 
manager His Majesty’s, recently 


wired legit house, for balance of 
summer season. Tom Kelly, for- 
mer manager, gone to St. Andrews- 
by-the-Sea, New Brunswick, with 
orchestra for summer. 

Attempt by Imperial to boost 
grosses by letting in children at 
early shows, omitting pictures, 
are barred to juveniles in 
has not materially 
affected receipts at house. Similar 
idea in running French language 
shorts at Capitol also failure. 


this province, 


Usher at Passe-Temps, north-end 
neighborhood house, averted panic 
when apartments over theatre took 
fire by telling audience machine had 
broken down and offering money 
back. Fan8& filed out grumbling and 
only read of fire later in local press. 
Theatre much damaged. 


SARANAC, N. Y. 


By “HAPPY” BENWAY 
Jack Nicoll, Jr., returned here, 
joining the colony after a _ four- 
week stay at the ‘Faxton hospital, 
Utica, N. Y. Resting at 10 Baker 
street. 


James A. Williams, who did the 
trick here in eight months, now 
working daily for Shapiro-Bernstein 
Music Co., and doing well. 


Real come-backs—Nellie Quealy, 
three months abed, now up; Allie 
Bagley, six months abed, now on 
vacation in Philadelphia; Richard 
Moore, four months abed, now sit- 
ting outdoors; Geo. Neville, three 
months abed, now out, daily exer- 
cise; Anna Mae Powers, eight 
months abed, now up, eating in din- 
ing room; Chris Hagedorn, seven 
months abed, now unlimited exer- 
cise; Alice Carman, one year abed, 
now up, at her best. 


Mrs. Bob Mathieus motored to the 
hill top city paying a visit to Cath- 
erine Vogelle at 80 Park avenue. 


X-ray reports that will enable 
patients to go home were given to 
Andrew Molony, David Mavity, 
Irving Bloom and Edith Cohen. take 
effect after the summer. 


Harry Namba is showing the pic- 
ture of health, a real come-back 
after a hospital seige and a year of 
bedding it. 


ALBANY 


By HENRY RETONDA 
Hall— the Level.’ 
Leland— ‘Cheer Up and Smile.” 
Strand—‘‘With Byrd at Sonth Pole.”’ 
Ritz—'‘‘Loose Ankles’; “Golden Dawn.” 


RKO—"“'The Social Lion’; ‘‘Mamba.” 
Harry M. Brooks, of Troy, has 


been elected president of the Mo- 
tion Picture Projectionists’ union 
for the 21st consecutive time. 


Work has been started on the new 
R-K-O theatre at North Pearl 
street and Clinton avenue, across 
the street from the old house. The 
cost will be more than $1,000,000. 
The house is expected to be opened 
by next summer. 

Mrs. Doris K. Bond, widow of 
Austin Bond, owner of the Bond 
Players and its leading man, won 
her fight with the Schenectady 
Railway Co., who appealed a judg- 
ment of $30,918 in favor of Mrs. 
Bond. Her husband was killed 
when an automobile he was driving 
and a Schenectady Railway trolley 
car collided. 


The Ritz theatre running double 


Queens Garden 
Apartment Hotel 


3755 79th Street 
JACKSON HEIGHTS 


PHONE HAVEMEYER 7559 


Come out to gardens, sunshine, 
fresh air, comfort and quiet. 
Two and three room complete 
housekeeping elevator apart- 
ments. 


Linens, dishes, gas, electric sup- 
plied. 


$21.00 WEEKLY 
REASONABLE MONTHLY 
RATES 


22 minutes from Times Square 
on B.-M. T. or I. R. T. subway 
to Jackson Heights Station or 
Fifth Ave. Bus No. 15 to corner 
79th Street. 


.features to play off outstanding 
contracts. 


Lou Lazar, of Newark, has coma 
to Albany as zone manager of 
Warner houses in Troy, Albany, 
Utica and Syracuse’ succeeding 
Bernard Depkin, who has gone to 
Milwaukee as zone manager. 


SEATTLE 


By DAVE TREPP 


Orpheum—“Midnight Mystery’’; vaude. 
5th Ave.—‘‘Cheer Up, Smile’; stage. 
Paramount—‘“Shadow of Law.” 

Blue Mouse—‘‘Around World.” 

Music Box—‘‘Man From Bilankley’s.” 
Liberty—‘‘Gow.”’ 

Metropolitan—‘‘Byrd at South Pole.” 
Coliseum—‘‘Free and Easy.” 


Baby Bennett, contortionist dancer, 
tiny and clever, has been booked 
for Northwestern fairs. She will be 
with the revue headed by Madge 
Rush. 


Homer Gill here from Fox man- 
agership in Milwaukee to be di- 
vision manager for R-K-O, succeed- 
ing Jim Carrier, who goes to De- 
troit as division manager. 


Bull Montana, actor and wrestler, 
was barnstorming the past week, in 
Washington towns, picking up a 
few hundred per night by wrestling 
some local favs. He broke about 
even on falls, but got a good shot 
at the kale. 


CLEVELAND 


By GLENN C. PULLEN 


Columbia— Burlesque. 
Playhouse—‘‘Fall of Berg-op-Zoom.” 
Hipp—'‘Women Everywhere.” 
Palace—‘‘Alias French Gertie’; vaude. 
Hanna—‘‘All Quiet” (3d week). 
Allen—‘‘Safety in Numbers.’ 
6tillman—‘‘Caught Short” (3d week). 
105th—‘‘2d Floor Mystery’’; vaude. 
Cameo—‘'Men Like That.” 
Circle—'‘'Mad World,” 


Ohio last week folded, due to heat 
and bum biz. Reopens July 20 with 
Leo Carrillo in stock. 
for 


Playhouse’ closed 


Sunday. 


summer 


George Fox, Ohio’s house man- 
ager, reported planning a tent show 
and stock company to tour Ohio. 


ST. PAUL 


“With Byrd at 


Paramount — South 
*ole.”’ 

Metropolitan— Dark. 

R-K-O Orpheum—“Rough Romance” 
vaude. 

Riviera—‘‘Safety in Numbers.” 

Tower—“Arizona Kid.” 

R-K-O President— Dark. 

Strand—‘‘Dumbbellis in Ermine.”’ 


Plantation, night club on White 
Kear Lake, 10 miles out, opened last 
week, John J. Lane, owner of 
Boulevards of Paris here, promoted 
this one. 


Paramount fell down badly on 
Byrd picture when whole town got 
idea it was newsreel. 


Town gone Yo Yo with everybody, 
from bankers steel workers, 
spinning the Japtop. Stunt backed 
by one of dailies which is giving 
hundreds away as_ Circulation 
booster. 


BRONX, N. Y. C. 


Vaudeville goes out of the Fox 
Park Plaza and Crotona theatres 
this week, to remain out until after 
the summer. It’s the firts time the 
Crotona is without vaudeville in the 
20 years William Fox had the house, 
and leaves Fox without a single 
stage show in upper Manhattan and 


‘YOUR NEW. YORK HOME.,,,- THE 


REASONABLY PRICED-PRACTICALECONOMICAL pla aM 
ORDER YOUR GROCERIES YOU'RE HOME 


W. STREET 
2~3~4 


9 STORY Modern FireprooF 
ROOM SUITES -Furnished 


From 


22 uP 


Sines T 


~UNDER the PERSO NAL 


B2S50 


Phone: LONGACRE 6805 


THE 


COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. 


325 West 43rd Street 


Private Bath. 3-4 Rooms. 


P. SCHNEIDER. Prop. 


FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


CLEAN AND AIRY. 


NEW YORK CITY 


Catering to the comfort and convenience of 


the profession. 


STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC LIGHT. 


Mrs. Jackson now in charge 


$15.00 UP 


the Bronx this summer. With the: 
departure of local vaudeville from 
the Fox houses, Larry Lipton, the 
local Fox press agent, goes out, too.: 


Haring and Blumenthal, who now 
concentrate on big real estate proj- 
ects, temporarily back as exhibitors 
with the opening of the Crescent 
theatre roof garden. Crescent is the 
only theatre left them. 


Group that transformed the for- 
mer Chateau Laurier and its ex- 
tensive grounds into City Island 
Point Park can’t get a license to 
operate. Too many building viola- 
tions claimed, whicl. may not be the 
sole reason, however. 


BUFFALO 


By SIDNEY BURTON 
Teck—"“All Quiet on Western Front.” 
Buffalo—‘‘The Social Lion.” 
Century—‘‘With Byrd at the South 

Pole.”’ 
Hipp—‘‘A Notorious Affair.’ 
Great Lakes—‘‘The Arizona Kia. “4 


“All Quiet on Western Front” 
now in its third week at the Teck 
at $1.50 top. Business reported 
good despite hot weather. Takings 
around $12,000 for opening week 
and $9,000 fer second week. 


Activities of chains to acquire 
neighborhood houses in Buffalo re- 
ported much abated. Publix unable 
to get together with Roosevelt, 
East Side neighborhood, now re- 
ported with new Elmwood avenue 
site. Warner and R-K-O after 
having several east side houses on 
the jump seemed to have relaxed 
efforts although still reported in- 
terested. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


By EDWIN V. O’NEEL 


Indiana—'‘‘Safety in Numbers.” 
Circle—‘“‘Byrd at Pole.” 
Ohio—‘‘The Divorcee.” 
Apollo—‘‘Courage.”’ 
Palace—"‘Big House.” 


Sanders theatre at Fountain 
Square opens with RCA Phototone, 


Loew’s Palace observed Patriotic 
Week. 


With Charlie Davis back as m, ¢., 
Indiana staged a triennial triumph, 
with Davis’s band in two stage 
shows, one a Publix unit. 

Guido Limberto, clown, at Broad 
Ripple Park. 


George Fowler and 


Harry Lewis, 


H. W. Lindley were burned when 
a cook tent caught on fire at the 
Century 3rothers' circus. Burns 


were not serious. 


NEWARK, N. J. 


By C. R. AUSTIN 
R-K-O Proctor’s—‘'Midnight Mystery’’; 


vaude. 

Loew's State—‘‘Lady of Scandal’; 
vaude. 

Newark—‘“‘Journey's End” (2d week); 
musical tab. 

Branford—‘‘The Bad One”; stage 
show. 

Mosque—‘‘With Byrd at the South 
Pole.” 

Rialto—“All Quiet on the Western 
Front.” 


Fox Terminal— ‘Cheer Up and Smile.” 
Mindlin’s Playhouse— ‘Mamba.’ 
Little — ‘Richthofen” (2d 
“Secrets of the Soul.’ 
Capitol—‘‘Hold Everything.” 
Orpheum—'‘‘7-11"'-films, 


week); 


The Rialto was closed two days 
starting Thursday to adjust equip- 
ment for “Western Front.” 


Simeon Marks, recently treasurer 


HOTEL ELK | 


205 W. 53d St., cor. 7th Ave., 


NEWLY FURNISHED AND DECORATED 
Single, $8-$10; with private bath, 
$11-$12; Transients, $1.50 
TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 0210 


of Fox Terminal, made manager 
succeeding Louis L. Williams, who 
resigned. 


Milton Smith has been made as- 
sistant manager of Mindlin’s Play- 
house. 


ATLANTIC CITY 


The Million Dollar Pier opened 
Sunday with the most elaborate 
program in its history. There are 
two revues, a comedy outfit fea- 
turing Ed Worth and another of 
abbreviated music shows under the 
direction of Jack Pomeroy; sound 
films, a minstrel show headed by 
Joe Murphy, and the usual dancing 
features and net hauls, 


“Shipwreck” Kelly, flagpole sitter, 
is attempting to better his record of 
23 days established at Carlin’s 
Point, Baltimore. On Saturday, June 
21, Kelly climbed to the top of a 
125-foot mast on the Steel Pier 
where on a 13-foot dise he will try 
to remain for 28 days. Kelly’s rec- 
ord aspirations are being contested 
on a nearby pole by Harry Power, 
a parachute jumper, who is getting 
an 8-hour-a-day handicap. 


KANSAS CITY 


By WILL R. HUGHES 


Loew’s Midland—‘'The Big House.” 
Mainstreet—‘‘Notorious Affair.” 


Newman—‘‘The Social Lion.” 
Pantages—‘“‘Around the Corner.” 
ae Byrd at the South 
ole.”’ 


Shubert—‘‘All Quiet on Western Front” 
(3d week). 


District offices for the theatre 
operating department of Publix 
houses in western Missouri, Kansas, 
Colorado and Wyoming have opened 
in the Zoglin building. 


The Shubert had its first mid- 
night presentation Saturday night 
with “All Quiet on Western Front.” 


The Chamber of Commerce has 
signed a contract for three nights 
of German Grand Opera, Feb. 19, 20, 
21. The Co. is guaranteed $6,000 a 
performanee. The shows will be 
given in Convention hall. 


CINCINNATI 


By JOE KOLLING 


R-K-O Albee—“He Knew Women.” 
Vaude. 

R-K-O Palace—‘'So This Is London.” 

R-K-O Capitol—‘“Byrd at South Pole.” 

Shubert—‘‘Quiet on Western Front’® 
(3d week), 

Erlanger-Grand—‘‘Lilies of the Field.” 

R-K-O Lyric—'‘‘Arizona Kid.” 

Keith’s—"“Swing High.” 

R-K-O Strand—‘‘Spring Is Here.” 

R-K-O Family—‘*True to the Navy.” 


The seven local Lisbon houses re- 
cently acquired by Radio-Keith- 
Orpheum were promptly reriamed 
with R-K-O prefixes by John lL 
McCurdy, divisional manager, 


The Byrd picture is being bally- 
hooed on downtown streets by a 
snow sled, with a wheel base, pulled 


by five Eskimo dogs and driven by 
a young chap in Polar togs, 
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BERT FROHMAN 


Master of Ceremonies 


Seven Months’ Engagement od Seven Months’ Engagement 


Columbus, Ohio St. Louis; Mo. 


AND NOW 


DETROIT, MICH. 


FOX 


This Page Announcement Isn’t Sufficient for Me 


to Express My Gratitude and Appreciation to 


MR. JACK LOEB 


for Making My Success Possible 


P. S.—May I Also Thank the Managers Who Have Made Me Such Flattering Offers, Which at This Time I Cannot Consider 


Personal Manager 


CHARLES V. YATES 


: 160 West 46th Street 
NEW YORK CITY 
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